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U.S.—Cuban Trade: When Does a Cold War Strategy
Become a Cold War Relic?

The U.S. embargo of Cuba has been a resilient foreign policy, at
of political leaders, economic events, and historical eras for over 50 years.”® | 2011, e

Obama administration rescinded earlier restrictions by allowing licensed organizationg )

grant U.S. citizens permission to make purposeful (academic, cultural, and humanitarian]

travel to Cuba. In addition, the Cuban government announced in 2011 that it was eas.

ing restrictions on Cubans’ ability to buy and sell houses and automobiles and tg travel
abroad. On the one hand, these moves led to speculation that commercial relations woyyg
grow between the two countries. On the other hand, 2010 U.S. mid-term elections gaye
more power to hard-liners in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate, who want
stricter restrictions on U.S.-Cuban relations, such as by limiting the number of flights
between the United States and Cuba and revoking visas for executives from non-Us,
companies doing business in Cuba. Many U.S. observers want normal commercial rela-

able to weather 4 Variet

of the situation.




