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not our act that brings about salvation, but God's action on
us. This is true for all of humanity. The servants are all offered
the same currency, in value and quantity. We learn that if we
invest this currency wisely we will be accepted by the Lord
and rewarded further. We also learn that this currency is given
to us; we have not carned it. “Sir, your mina has carned” this
return on investment. We reccive this currency, and we are to
invest it wisely for our Lord. The third servant is condemned
because he hid the money rather than invest it. This servant said
he was afraid of the master. Why? Was he afraid he would not do
enough to share in any profit? He failed to trust in the outcome

of the opportunity presented to him.

We can contrast this faith cconomy with our consumer
cconomy. Consuming can be a restless activity of passing fashion
and disposable products. Let’s go back in time: Let's say we buy
a video player. We like its modern design principles; it plays
video tapes that we can rent or buy. We choose a Beta video
player over a VHS player. IF it breaks down, chances are we'll
dispose of it rather than repair it. After a few years, video tapes
and video players are replaced more and more by DVDs and
DVD players, and so we go through the same consumption cycle.
DVDs will go the same way. Who remembers Beta videos? Can
you find Beta tapes or players in stores? The economy s driven
by what we consume and how we consume. The key factors
involved are insatiable desire, changing fashion, and developing
technology. We can decide on how we value any product, which
ultimately is disposable. Products come into being, they fulfill
their purpose, and they pass into nothing,
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We ourselves are an integral part of the consumer economy.
We too are selling ourselves. We compete for jobs, position,
and status in the cconomy. In order to compete, we have to
market ourselves. Celebrities, like fashion clothing, are also in
the category of sellable products. Pop stars come into fashion,
fulfll their purpose, and pass into oblivion. (In some cases, we
are grateful for their passing!) When Madonna cavorts on stage
ona crucifix, her intention to shock sells because, unfortunately,
there are buyers for this product. Supply and demand play their

parts for individuals as much as objects or services.

The problem is not simply our consumption of products.
We need to buy many basic things, such as food and clothing.
Many of us need to buy a car to get to work; others need to buy
train or bus tickets. There are things we enjoy buying, like books
or music. We may want to spend money on an annual vacation.
There is a myriad of choices in many of these decisions, limited
only by our ability to pay. The real problem is when we allow
our consumption and drive for status to define who we are.
If the center of our being is selling oursclves, spending, and
consuming —living by the American Express credit card slogan,
“Don’t leave home without it —then we have  problem.

If we allow ourselves to become slaves to passing fashion,
we will only find refuge in a hollow and restless expericnce. We
need to work and to provide for our familics, but we must not
neglect our faith, family, friends, and church in the process. We
cannot deny that the workplace is a competitive place and that
the cconomy is a demanding environment. But we can wake up
one day and find that the kids have grown up or that the church

has closed down in our absence. If our work and the consumer
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figure it out. Why is it that when anyone talks about the sheer
grace and absolute mercy of God, people get so mad?”™

Perhaps the old man can be answered by acknowledging that
we feel deprived of our action. We are made powerless in the
face of God's unconditional act. To accept God's grace does not
make us sinless, nor do our actions become proof of perfection.
On a superficial level it looks like we don’t need to do anything
atall, but would this be grace received? We have to doubt this.
We are not paralyzed by grace, caught like believer rabbits in the
headlamps of the divine light. The fact is that we do act, and our
‘good actions or works become a reflection of the grace given by
God and received in our hearts. What we do i faith is borne out
of God's love for us and is part of our spiritual fabric.

To conclude with an analogy Forde used, in doing good
we respond as a parent does to an injured child. If our child
is injured, as parents we respond in love and with immediate
action. Our decision to help is not premeditated. We do not
act because we are intellectually convinced that this is the right
thing to do or because it scems like a good idea. Our action is
borne out of our love for our child. This is part of our fabric as a
‘parent. This is instinctive to us, and we act in this sense without
thinking

Likewise, our acts of faith are instinctive of grace received.

‘The issuc here is not one of being a productive servant of Christ,
but rather of being an active believer who in faith asks, “What
shall I do?” We pick up the child, we care for the child, we love
the child, and we do this because we know that this is what we
are supposed to do.
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CAN WE INVEST WISELY?
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CAN WE INVEST WISELY?

The Parable of the Ten Minas

LUKE 19:11-27
-
Introduction

Donald Trump once said that money is just the measure of
how well he is playing the money game. We all organize our
lives according to our income, but how do we measure success?
“This parable challenges us to think about trust and stewardship.
Italso warns us that God expects us to work with what we have
and to be ambitious in our discipleship.
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While they were listening to this, he went on to
tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem
and the people thought that the kingdom of God

was going to appear at once. He sai

of noble birth went to a distant country o have
himself appointed king and then to return. So he
called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas.
“Put this money to work, he said, ‘until I come
back.”

“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation
after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our
king”

“He was made king, however, and returned
home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he
had given the money, in order to find out what
they had gained with it.

“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has

carned ten more.’

“Well done, my good servant!” his master
replied. "Because you have been trustworthy in a

very small matter, take charge of ten cities.

“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has

carned five more.”
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“His master answered, "You take charge of five
cities.”

“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here
is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a picce of
cloth. T was afraid of you, because you are a hard
man. You take out what you did not put in and reap
what you did not sow”

“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your
own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did
you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did
not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why
then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that
when I came back, I could have collected it with
interest?”

“Then he said to those standing by, “Take his
mina away from him and give it to the one who has

ten minas.’

“Sir; they said, ‘he alrcady has ten!’

“He replied, I tell you that to everyone who
has, more will be given, but as for the one who has
nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But
those enemies of mine who did not want me to be
king over them - bring them here and kill them in
front of me.”
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The Reflection

This parable reminds me of Woody Allen’s quip: “If only
God would give me some clear sign! Like making a large deposit
in my name in a Swiss bank.” The parable of the ten minas, like
many parables Jesus told, is a paradox. Taking it at face value,
we might think that we can be productive servants simply by
doing good deeds. The master gives each of his ten servants a
capital sum of one mina, sbout three months’ wages. Two of
the servants invest their minas wisely and make a productive
return on their investment. In regard to discipleship, this could
suggest we can work our way to salvation by using our resources
wisely—and woe to anyone who, like the third servant, is lazy
and irresponsible.

Is this what Jesus was saying? Decidedly not. To sce what
was really being said, let us first make a few discoverics about
the text.

First, the nobleman provides an allegory of the kingship of
Christ. A “man of noble birth,” he leaves to receive a kingdom.
So the scene is set, but not for a revolution. The scene is set for
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. He is about to step into what we call
Passion Week, culminating in the crucifixion and resurrection.
Through the parable, we are being assured that he will return
in judgment, reckon with his servants, and take vengeance on
those who have denied him. The people were wondering about
the coming of the kingdom, and they surely were wanting to

understand what was to unfold in Jerusalem. Jesus dampens
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their eschatological ardor by talking about “a distant country’
“The poignancy of this parable is that it s told on the eve of Jesus”
approach to Jerusalem, the ity of messianic expectations.

Second, the nobleman summons his servants and gives
cach ten minas—putting them all on the same footing. The
servants are t0 “do business.” They are given an equal start, in
contrast to the parable of talents in Matthew 25:14-30 where
cach servant is given according to his ability. There is no fixed
profit target given to them, as confirmed by the acceptance of
varying returns on the capital later in the parable. The message
is that we are called to produce from what has been given to us
and to be ready for the master’s return, Obedience is to be our

response to grace freely given.

‘Third, we need not worry about the value being uscd. The
currency referred to is a mina, a Greek coin worth around one
hundred drachmas at a time when a laborer would receive one
drachma for a day’s work. This is the only reference to a mina
in the New Testament. What is essential here is the increase on
what is given, the rate of productive return on the investment.
“That the amount appears small, especially compared to larger
sums in the parable of the talents, indicates a test is to see if the

servants are ready for greater tasks.

Finally, the servants refer to“your mina,” the funds given by
the nobleman. The scrvants have not earned the minas, so they
are not theirs to use as such. The minas have been given to them
to use in the best way they can, and the servants recognize that
this s so.
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“This parable could be looked at in light of the Old Testament’s
ban on usury, the charging of interest. The biblical texts referred
to are usually the laws sct out in Deuteronomy and Leviticus,
along with the condemnations of the prophets. The New
Testament sheds litle light on the subject. This parable, Jesus”
words about lending in Luke 6:33-35, and the overturning of
the tables of the moncy changers are key texts. The issue Jesus
had with the money changers had morc to do with where they
were conducting business than with the nature of the business
itself. There is no express condemnation of usury. In this parable
Jesus does not choose to condemn usury either. Indeed, the
one who has invested wisely at interest is the one who receives

accolades in the story.

For the first fiftcen hundred years of the church, charging
interest was forbidden. It was John Calvin, by drawing a
distinction between usury and interest, who changed all that
Interest became a legitimate charge on money, whereas usury
was seen as an unfair or abusive use of interest, like loan
sharking, Later theorists opposed to capitalism argued that this
paved the way for capitalism, and the arguments are rehearsed
to this day. If the Bible condemns the charging of interest, docs
this preclude a defense of capitalism? We'll say something sbout
this question in the concluding chapter, but for now we can say
that this parable does not offer conclusive evidence. Jesus had a

quite different aim in mind.

This parable outlines what I would call a “fith economy.”
What is expected here is an act of discipleship. This means
realizing our total dependence on God and knowing that it is




