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“Dayton.’ Since November 21, 1995, “Dayton” .has entered the language 5,
shorthand for a certain type of diplomacy—the Big Bang approach to pegey;.
ations: lock everyone up until they reach agreement. A “l?ayton”. has beep gq.
riously suggested for Northern Ireland, Cyprus, Kashmir, the Mideast, g

other festering problems.. ‘ ;  f it
Those considering other Daytons should proceed with caution. It is 5 high.

wire act without a safety net. Much work must precede the plunge into sych an
all-or-nothing environment. The site must be just right. The goals must pe
clearly defined. A siflglc host nation must be in firm control, but it is high rigg
for the host, whose prestige is on the line. The consequences of failure are great.
But when the conditions are right, a Daytoncan produce dramatic results,
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The translators’ booths in the two large conference rooms came to symbolize
for me the stupidity of the war. Our system had six language channels on the
headsets. The first three were for English, French, and Russian.* Channe] 4
was for translation into Bosnian, 5 into Croatian, and 6 into Serbian. This puz-
zled outsiders, since the same language, with minor differences v;as s (I))ke

throughout the region. The answer came. when one looked at tI;e transliatioﬁ

booths a few feet from our table. Each participant from the Balkans could

choose his or her channel of preference—-but one interpreter translated for
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