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The day ended with tragic news: the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, Prime
Minister of Israel, at the hands of a fanatic Israel; in Tel Aviv. He had been
murdered because he had been willing to consider a compromise for peace,
The reaction of the Balkan Presidents was cold-blooded and self-centered;
this showed, each said separately, what personal risks they were taking for
peace. None expressed sorrow for Rabin or the Isracli people or concern for
the peace process. The only Bosnian, who seemed stricken was the Ambas-
sador to the United States, Sven Alkalaj, who was from an ancient and distin-
guished Sephardic Jewish family from Sarajevo. Izetbegovic let him leave
- immediately for Israel'to represent Bosnia at the funeral. The contrast be-
Ween Rabin and the Balkan leaders could not have been more evident than it
Was in the following days, as we watched the funeral on television and simul-

l neously struggled to find a way forward in the Balkans.

DAY FIVE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5

We were determined not to let Sunday become a day of rest. It. was time to in-
NSy the effoy, To test this proposition, we asked Izetbegovic to meet alone
With Milosevic, With a notable lack of enthusiasm, he agreed. F'rom tpe hr:(;

S We eceived from both sides after the meeting, it was clearll\{llltO::::: s
/" effort to persuade Izetbegovic that:they had mutual inte
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