Going in Circles

Milo P

had the uppe
anl and he knew exactly how to exploit it
n 1]

for his own goals,

arren chris'tophel‘- Christqpher Was appalled by the behavior he had just
yitnessed. Butit was useful tl}a.t ithad happened jp pig Presence; he could warn
washington, &s he said, that “it is going to

be tough the whole way.” Otherwise
he was pleased with the day—more 50 thap I'was, : ’

It had gone smoothly, and
the press coverage appeared to be excellent. Christopher said he would return
whenever it was useful, but would leave the timin

K ; g to the team at Dayton. As
we drove to the airstrip, I asked if he wag comfo

. ; : rtable with the chaotic nature
of the process—so alien to his methodical Style. “I'm not always sure what you

are doing, or why,” he replied, “but yoy always seem to have a reason, and it
seems t0 WOIK, so I'm quite content to g0 along with your instinets

~ Ithanked him for his confidence, As he left for Washington, I reflected on
the long road we had traveled together. T haq known Warren Christopher since
1977, when Cy Vance had made him Deputy Secretary of State ang me Assis-
tant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. My relationship with him in
the Carter Administration had been close, and it became even closer in De-
cember 1978, when he undertook a difficult and dangerous mission to Taiwan
immediately after President Carter had announced the fu]] normalization of
relations with the People’s Republic of China. When a screaming crowd of
thousands of angry Taiwanese surrounded and attacked his car as he tried to
leave the airport, e handled himself with courage and calm.

Inthe 1980s, Christopher and T kept in regular contact. He invited me to ad-
dress his partners at O’Melveny & Myers in Los Angeles. We dined together
inLos Angeles and New York; and worked on several business deals together.

espite our close association over eighteen years, we were obviously differ-
0t in style, age, and background. Where he was cautious and methodical, I
tended to be intuitive and impatient. While he looked at issues as a sort of
1"‘W}’fﬁf-j\ldge, adjudicating the differerices between the two sic!es,'l was more
lkely to focyg on the historical causes. of the problem and its mtemal_dy-
famic, He came to Washington from California, a .Norweglan American
Téised in North Dakota; I was a New Yorker with a mixed Central European
ish background and had lived oversess for many: years, on'three conti-
nent:éilnfxost twenty years se;_)arateg utsszriiegmlgg 2-, B atual friends,
Prhapg gy Wele compeitors. But sa that Chis viewed me with con-

8PS trying to stir things up, began saymng t R o o Bia e
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