: lonely island of poverty in the
midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later the
Negro is still languished in the corners of Ame

an exile in his own land. So we have come here today to dramatize an
appalling condition.

In a sense we have come to our nation’s Capital to cash a check. When
the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitu-
tion and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory
note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that
all men would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check; a check which
has come back marked “insufficient funds.” But we refuse to believe that.the
bank of Justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we bave come to
cash this check—a check that will give us upon demand the riches of free-
dom and the security of justice. !

We have also t}c,ornej to this hallowed spot to remind Amfencallof t(}:;f

€Ice urgency of now. This is not time to engage in tbe luxury Otoa:;a;:::greal
Or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is thfe tlmethe A

€ Promises of Democracy. Now is the time to rise lr_on:.ce Nowisithe
esolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racia L deer dNedlis e
M€ to open the doors of opportunity to all Of.G(.)d-s . ta theisplid rock

lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice
therhood. of the moment
nderestimate the determination of the_ll eit .ass until there is an
the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not P
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n of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-th,
ee |

Those who hope that the Negro needed i lls)l:?v‘ an

invigorating autum

end, but a beginning.
steam and will now be content will have a rude awakening if 5
returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest n ogr it the -4
ted his citizenship rights. The :E?‘l]uility i:
r win dS

America until the Negro is gran
revolt will continue to shake the foundati .
ions of our Nation ung] T 5

e rlght

day of justice emerges.
But there is something that I must say to m
y peopl
warm threshold which leads into the palace of jUI:ticIe) eIWhO Stand op ¢
gaining our rightful place we must not be guilty of wt‘;ng?u[the Process 0:.
not seck to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking f; deeds. Lo, us
bitterness ?nd. hatred. We must forever conduct our sgu rolm the Cup of
plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our cgg§ o high
degenerate into physical violence. Again and agai reatve protegt
ic' heioh d ; g nda again we must rise -
tic erxrg'h ts of meeting physical force with soul force to the majes.
e marvelous new militancy which has '
: engul
nity must not lead us to a distrust of all white per:)glllefe? the N egro commy.
brothers, as evidenced by their prese ple, tor many of our wh;
ILat dbstiny is o e e ke here today, have come t . T
oy stiny is tied up with our destiny and their freedom i o'reallze that
unAxt:i 8 fteedfkm' We cannot walk alone O 1S Inextricably
as we walk, we must make th e
W; Car:?ot St back YThers'dte those :hilcjrgc tl;:t we shall march ahead
& ts\’WeWhen will you be satisfied?” e asking the devotees of civil
can never be sati
unspeakable horrors of PleiifZCSr:s ll.ong as the Negro is the victim of the
our bodies, heavy wi s We can never be satisfied
ke b vy with the fatigue of travel, ca ' ol o
evvlghway s and the hotels of the Citiz’es nnot gain lodging in the motels
e cannot be satisfied as | \
o) ’ .
smallevrv ghetto to a larger one. ng as the Negro’s basic mobility is from 2
e can never be satisfi
and ; isfied as lon - Sl s
aNl\iegl:O in New York believes %1: sh::lsl\ieg? ¥ Mlssws'lppi gt
1L do“: {?kwe are not satisfied, and w 'l(l)t ing for which to vote.
2 ; - : T
g ;til::lt.er; ﬁind righteousness lilvt\: a r:;’it :e g
: i
and tribulatio ndful that some of you h e :
ns. Some of ave come here out of great trials
of you you have g
you hay co =
e come from me fresh from narrow jail cells. Som¢
by the storm of areas where your hgiert
3 of persecutio quest for freedom left you battere
ontinue to work with & n a.nd staggered by the winds of ]'y brutality
Go back to Miss; he falth that unearned sufferi Vi g
ok Ississippi, go back suffering is redemptive
12, ofac to Georgia, go back to a«".&lf!bama, go back to South Caror
E our modern cities, knowin thulsmna’ go back to the slums a7
not wallow .gthat somehow this situation can 2"
o you toda‘y: my friendl_:l ; v;.lue)’ of despair. d
» that in spite of the difficulties 2°
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. ¢ of the moment I still ha :
frustfat‘on_s ; ve a dream. It is 4 dream deep|
ferian Eoat eeply rooted in

[ have @ dreanzl tl:?\tx;)na day this nation will rise up and liy h

| . ; e out
aning of its cree e hold these truths to be self-evident; th tl; 5
are created equal. e 4

[ have a dream that one day on the red hills of Geotgia th
formet slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will ettt ot
together at the table of brotherhood.

[ have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state

sweltering gt the eat o.f P JAStee and oppression, will be transformed int
an oasis of freedom and justice. nto

I have a dream th.at my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of
their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor’s lips
are presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will
be transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls will be
able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as
sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and
~ mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plains, and the
. crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be
- revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South.
. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone
of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of
our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.

With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, t©
. _’fngle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day. : s

This will be the day when all of God’s children w1l'1 be ablef t(;1 >mIg :iln

Dew meaning, “My country ’tis of thee, sweet .lar’ld of liberty of thee g
dehere my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride,
anside, let freedom ring.”

And if America isgto be a great nation (s “;L{m bich(i:e Iirettlefrese(c)lc:rertl
dom ring from the prodigious hillrops of e ? [:epdom ;ing from the
n the mighty mountains of New York. Let Ir

| es of Pennsylvania! '
t;%l’:tr:lge}rzm :}l:e si;owcapped Rockies of Colorado!

ring from the curvacious peas
v that; let freedom ring from St

be able to sit down

from every moun-

: Ll
one Mountain of Georgia:
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o CROSSING THE DANGER WATER
Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!
Let freedom ring from every hill and mole hill of Mis o
mountainside, let freedom ring. e
When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every .
every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to?; :1gage anq
©C U thyy

n all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
will be able to join hands and S,ing inatnd Gentiles,

ppi' From

every

day whe

Protestants and Catholics,
he WOrdS of

the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last! free at last! thank ;
free at last!” ol a[mlght}’a We are

August 28, 1955
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