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Note the list of aut.hor—supplied keywords, v}hich offers options for nar- ;

rowing and focusing your topic. Each keyword is a link, so simply chckmg
on it w111 produce a new list of sources.

Advanced keyword searching. Most search sites have “advanced search”
options that will help you focus your research. Some allow you to ask




‘ t ‘ﬁ,nd_e'n;:yclo-
other reference:

from any computer that is connected to the internet. Others are available
only in the library. Remember, though, that whether in print or online,

reference works are only a starting point, a place where you can get an
overview of your topic.

_ General reference works.  Consult encyclopedias for general background
‘information on a subject, dictionaries for definitions of words, atlases for
maps and geographic data, and almanacs for statistics and other data on
current events. These are some works you might consult:
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The New Encyc!opae ia Bntanmca
The Columbfa Encyc!opedla
Webster’
”Oxford E )

"‘d New !ntemat:ona! D:ct.'onary

g/ h Dtctlonary

ucatlon, health
the enwronment cnmmal justxce, int national affairs, technology, the

economy, and social trends. Each rreport glves erview of a particu-
lar topic, outlines of the dlffenng posmons‘on t, and a blbllography
of resources on it. e ‘

Gale Virtual Reference lerary (GVRL) offers thousands of full-text spe-
_cialized encyclopedias, a|manacs, artlcles, and ebooks.

Oxford Reference contains hundreds of dlctlonanes encyclopedias, and
other reference works on a wide variety of subjects, as well as timelines
with links to each item mentioned on each timeline.

SAGE Knowledge includes many encyclopediés and handbooks on top-
ics in the social sciences.
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the hbrary)-——and more. L1brary catalogs aIso supply a call number, whlch
identifies the book’s location on the 11brary 5 shelves
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Ebdoks /"*Ei’ndi‘n‘g Books Online

Many books in the hbrary catalog are available on
loaded to a tablet or mobﬂe dev1ce. In addition, thousands of class1c works
that are in the pubhc domain—no longer protected by copynght—may
be read online. Bartleby, Google Books, Open lerary, and’ Pro;ect Gutenberg
are four collections of public- domam works. Here are some other sources

of ebooks:

Hathi Trust Digital Library offers access to millions of ebooks, about a
third of them in the publlc domain, contributed by university libraries.
Internet Archive includes millions of ebooks as well as audio, video,
music, software, images, and the Way Back Machine, which archives
historical webpages.

The Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL), Oxford Reference, and SAGE
Knowledge all contain large ebook collections.




nd Journal magazme and newspaper articles, you will need to search
al mdexes and databases. Indexes provide hstmgs of artlcles orga-

me_whlch databases will be mos helpful to you, ‘but here are some
! useful ones ‘

Academlc Search Complete and Academ:c Search Premler are multi-

disciplinary mdexes and databases containing the full text of articles

in thousands of journals and indexnng of even more, with abstracts of

their articles. : :

. FirstSearch offers access to millions of full-text, full-image articles in

dozens of databases covering many disciplines.

InfoTrac offers millions of full-text articles in a broad spectfum of disci-
- plines and on a wide variety of topics from thousands of scholarly and

popular periodicals, including the New York Times.

JSTOR archives scanned copies of entire publication runs of scholarly

journals in many disciplines, but it may not include current issues of

the journals.

® ‘m A e 0 ¢ @ 0O M
28 §g - 8 ¢ B f1 35 B
A O B B S F
gg E.a g g -3 5 e -




ext publications
ber of newspapers and uSI‘

blogs, podcasts, and websntes an
and theses.

PsycINFO indexes Scholarly' literature
to the behavioral and social sciences.

PubMed includes mllllons of citations for
with links to full-text content. :

Print indexes. You may need to consi;lt i:rint indexes to find articles -
published before the 1980s. Here are six useful ones:

The Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature kprint, 1900-; online, 1983-)

InfoTrac Magazine Index (print, 1988-; online, 1973-)

The New York Times Index (print and online, 1851-)

Humanities Index (print, 1974-; online, 1984-)

Social Sciences Index (print, 1974-; online, 1983-)

General Science Index (print, 1978-; online, 1984—)‘




phot ographs taken for the Associated
o‘f‘tho‘usands“ of newspapers and radio

and technology, wnth an overvnew of eac ubject key cntatlons w1th
abstracts, and links to websrtes ‘

Voice of the Shuttle or Vos offers mformatnon on subjects in the
humanities, arranged to mirror “the way the humanities are organized
for research and teachmg as well as the way they are adaptlng to
social, cultural, and technologlcal changes ;

- The Library of Congress offers onllne access to information on a wide
range of subjects, including academic subjects, as well as prints, pho-
tographs, and government documents.

JURIST is a university-based online gateway to authoritative legal
instruction, information, scholarship, and news.

N -

3 Jug] A ® O ¢ 8] a B
8 ®©3 & 8§ & 33 g% 3
RS £3 BT R v £



Searehing theWeb

The web promdes access to countless 51tes ¢ ontammg information posted
;orgamzatxons busmesses, and

; o by govemments educanonal msntutlons

! fdn'ectones that arrang mform ‘ »
cataloging system. Such directories allow br "c'leh" or narrow
your search if you need to—for example, a search for birds ‘can be
broadened to “animals” or narrowed to “blue-footed booby

e Metasearches. Yippy, Dogpile, and ZapMeta are’ 'metasearch sites that
allow you to use several search engines s1mu1taneously They arebest for
searching broadly; use a single search site for the most precise results.

o Twitter searches. In addition to Twitter Search, you can find Twitter
content through search sites such as Social Mention and Keyhole.

Each search site and metasearch site has its own protocols for search-
ing; most have an “advanced search” option that will help you search
more productively. Remember, though, that you need to be careful about
[EVALUATING SOURCES| that you find on the web because the web is unregu-
lated and no one independently verifies the information posted on its sites.




d gather data by doing field research.
1gh want to consider are mtemews, )

rﬂaﬂ. In gqneral, yqu
can't find elsewhere..

mteméw be sure to ask
for perrmssxon to do o. If you ‘ nduct ‘the interview by mail
or email, state when you \mll send your questions.
3. Write out questlons ‘Plan: questmns that invite ‘extended response and
© supporting details: “What accounts for the recent spike in gasoline
prices?” forces an explanation, whereas “Is the recent spike in gas prices
a direct result of global politics?” is likely to elicit only'a yes or a no.

At the interview

4. Record the full name of the person you interview, along with the date,
time, and place of the interview; you'll need this information to cite
and document the interview accurately.
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1.

2. If necessary, set up an appointment. You may need to ask permission
of the people you wish to observe and of your school as well. (Check
with your instructor about your school’s policy in this area.) Be hon- -
est and open about your goals and intentions; college students doing
research assignments are often welcomed where others may not be.

While observing

3.

If you're taking notes on paper, you may want to divide each page
down the middle vertically and write only on the left side of the page,
reserving the right side for information you will fill in later. If you're
using a laptop, you can set up two columns or a split screen,




Note any significant demo-:
pation, age, dress, and so on.
‘What's being said? Make note

bservations, use the
£aps and include additional details.
some things appear or
d out? surprise or puzzle

g campaign. The
questionnaires and surveys.

Define your goal. The g@al‘of a‘questi naire or survey should be lim- .
ited and focused, so that every question will contribute to your research
question. Also, people are more likely to respond to a brief, focused survey.

Define your sample. A survey gets responses from a representative sam-
ple of the whole group. The answers to these ‘questions will help you
define that sample:

“1. Who should answer the questions? The people you contact should <
represent the whole population. For example, if you want to survey i
undergraduate students at your school, your sample should reflect
your school’s enrollment in terms of gender, year, major, age, ethnic-
ity, and so forth as closely as possible.




Agreeﬁieﬁt scale |

How much do you agree with the following statements?

The bookstore has
sufficient numbers

of textbooks available.

Staff at the bookstore
are knowledgeable.

Staff at the bookstore
are courteous.
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| potential alternatives when phrasing questions to avoid biasing
answers. WA‘nyd make sure each question addresses only one issue—for- -
ple, obkstdre;taff are knowledgeable and courteous” could lead to -
“knowledgeable, agree; courteous, disagree.”

et population t answer them.
s, questions that aren’t clear or that lack sufficient alternatives,
~or other problems that you should correct to make sure your results are
useful. But if you change the' questionnaire as a resulf of their Tesponses,
don’t include their answers in your total. -

) e

IF YOU NEED MORE HELP

511-18 @ 'See EVALUATINGISOURCES! for help d g thelr useful See also Chap-
526-28 ter 49 for help ITAKING'NOTES! on your sources.
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R-1d

What are the environmental effects of fracking?
Who should determine when and where fracking can be done?
Should fracking be expanded?

Select one question, and use it to help guide your research.

Drafting a tentative thesis. When your research has led you to a
possible answer to your question, try to formulate your answer as a
tentative THESIS. Here are three tentative thesis statements, each one
based on a previous research question about fracking:

By injecting sand, water, and chemicals into rock, fracking may pollute
drinking water and air.

The federal government should strictly regulate the production of natural
gas by fracking.

Fracking can greatly increase our supplies of natural gas, but other meth-
ods of producing energy should still be pursued.

A tentative thesis will help guide your research, but you should be
ready to revise it as you continue to learn about your subject and
consider many points of view. If you hold too tightly to a tentative
thesis, you risk focusing only on evidence that supports your own
views—but research should be a process of inguiry in which you
approach a topic with an open mind, ready to learn.

R-1d Finding Appropriate Sources

You'll need to choose from many sources for your research—from
reference works, books, periodicals, and the web to surveys, inter-
views, and other kinds of field research that you yourself conduct.
Which sources you turn to will depend on your topic. If you're
researching a literary topic, you might consult biographical refer-
ence works and scholarly works of criticism. If you're researching a
current issue, you would likely consult newspapers and other peri-
odicals, books, and perhaps blogs on your topic. For a report on
career opportunities in psychelogy, you might interview someone
working in the field.




