Whatever tentative thesis you start with, keep in mind that you may
want to modify it as you proceed.

W-3c Organizing and Drafting

Organizing. You may want to use an outline to help organize your
ideas before you begin to draft. You can create an informal outline
by simply listing your ideas in the order in which you want to write
about them.

Thesis statement

First main idea
Supporting evidence or detail
Supporting evidence or detail

Second main idea
Supporting evidence or detail
Supporting evidence or detail

An outline can help you organize your thoughts and see where
more research is needed. As you draft and revise, though, stay
flexible—and be ready to change direction as your topic develops.

Drafting. Atsome point, you need to write out a draft. As you draft,
you may need to get more information, rethink your thesis, or explore
some new ideas. But first, you just need to get started.

* Write quickly in spurts. Try to write a complete draft, or a complete
section of a longer draft, in one sitting. If you need to stop in the
middle, jot down some notes about where you're headed so that
you can pick up your train of thought when you begin again.

* Expect surprises. Writing is a form of thinking; you may end up
somewhere you didn't anticipate. That can be a good thing—but
if not, it’s okay to double back or follow a new path.

* Expect to write more than one draft. Parts of your first draft may
not achieve your goals. That’s okay—as you revise, you can fill
in gaps and improve your writing.



