‘Whenever we pick up somethmg 1 read‘
at the first few words or sentences
based on them we decide’ whe e

we ‘generally start by looking
see if ‘they grab our attention, and

s ep readmg Beginnings, then, are
important, both attracting Te, der and glvmg them some information
about what's to come. When we get'to the

left with a sense of closure, of saﬁsf ;
questions have been answered the

.end of a text, we expect to be
fthat the story is complete, our

ment has been made. So endings

are important, too. This chapter offers adwce on how to write beginnings
and endings.
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How you begin depends on your ﬁ N, especxally your M 52
purpose and audience: Academxc audlences generally expect your intro-
.duction to estabhsh context, explammg how the text fits into some larger
‘conversation, addresses certain questions, or explores an aspect of the
subject. Most mtmduchons also offer a brief description of the text's con-
tent, often in the form ofa thesxs statement The following openingof an

_ essay on the e fect ot’ textmg on student writing does all of this:

It's taking o) ‘r‘our lives. We can do it almost anywhere—walking to
class, waiting in Ime at the grocery store, or hanging out at home.
It's quick, easy, and co'nvenient It has become a concern of doctors,
parents, and teachers alike. What Is 1t? It's texting! i

Text messaging—or texting, as it's more commonly ca|led—|s the
process of sending and receiving typed messages via a cellular phone. It
is a common means of communication among teenagers and is even
becoming popular in the business world because it allows quick messages
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