4/21/2020 Cal Thomas: Is the 'American dream' over?

Is it not the politicians who lead a people increasingly dependent on them who are
responsible for this? The liberals among them and their policies are leading us down a path to
economic and cultural insolvency.

The creation of a government that is out of control, and thus out of touch, robs every citizen,
preventing fulfillment of the original American dream.

Anyone who thinks dysfunctional government is going to help achieve their dreams is putting
their faith in the wrong place. People who believe a politician of whatever party or persuasion
can make their life better than individual initiative are doing more than dreaming; such
persons are displaying cult-like faith, which can never be fulfilled.

The rules for achieving the American dream may no longer be taught in and supported by
culture, but that'doesn't mean they don't work. The rules are known to previous generations:
studying and staying in school; achieving at least an undergraduate degree; avoiding drugs
that harm your mind and body; getting married before you have children and working hard to
stay married as an example to those children and to benefit society; saving and investing for
retirement so as.not to burden taxpayers and relatives; living within one's means;
demonstrating personal honesty and professional integrity, which comes from character
developed in one's youth, usually with a sense of right and wrong once imposed by parents
and affirmed by culture.

"America will never get its act together until we recognize how much trouble we're really in,"
writes Herbert. That's true, but more than acknowledging the obvious is needed.

We must also understand what got us here and the
path that leads upward. What got us here is
unrestrained liberalism. What will get us back on the
right path is ... (see above).
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