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Paragraph 11
1. Why does Pericles think the way the people of Athens treat their friends is better than other city-states?

2. What does he mean when he says, "in my opinion each single one of our citizens ... is able to show himself the
rightful lord and owner of his own person..."'?

3. What does Pericles say at the very end of the paragraph and what does it mean?
Paragraph 12

4. In this paragraph, what does Pericles seem to be justifying?

Paragraph 13

5. In this paragraph, Pericles talks about the heroes who died. What does he say they did that was good, in fighting
their enemy?

Paragraph 14

6. Read the sentence beginning "What | would prefer is that you should fix your eyes every day.." What does Pericles
want his listeners to feel about Athens?

7. According to Pericles, what made Athens great? (see same sentence as above)
8. Who does Pericles want his listeners to be like or act like?

9. What does Pericles think happiness depends on?
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11 “Again, in questions of general good feeling there is a great contrast between us and most
other people. We make friends by doing good to others, not by receiving good from them.
This makes our friendship all the more reliable, since we want to keep alive the gratitude of
those who are in our debt by showing continued goodwill to them: whereas the feelings of
one who owes us something lack the same enthusiasm, since he knows that, when he
repays our kindness, it will be more like paying back a debt than giving something
spontaneously. We are unique in this. When we do kindnesses to others, we do not do
them out of any calculations of profit or loss: We do them without afterthought, relying on
our free liberality. Taking everything together then, | declare that our city is an education to
Greece, and | declare that in my opinion each single one of our citizens, in all the manifold
aspects of life, is able to show himself the rightful lord and owner of his own person, and
do this, moreover, with exceptional grace and exceptional versatility. And to show that this
is no empty boasting for the present occasion, but real tangible fact, you have only to
consider the power which our city possesses and which has been won by those very
qualities which | have mentioned. Athens, alone of the states we know, comes to her
testing time in a greatness that surpasses what was imagined of her. In her case, and in her
case alone, no invading enemy is ashamed at being defeated, and no subject can complain
of being governed by people unfit for their responsibilities. Mighty indeed are the marks
and monuments of our empire which we have left. Future ages will wonder at us, as the
present age wonders at us now. We do not need the praises of a Homer, or of anyone else
whose words may delight us for the moment, but whose estimation of facts will fall short of
what is really true. For our adventurous spirit has forced an entry into every sea and into
every land: and everywhere we have left behind us everlasting memorials of good done to

our friends or suffering inflicted on our enermies.
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12 “This, then, is the kind of city for which these men, who could not bear the thought of
losing her, nobly fought and nobly died. It is only natural that every one of us who survive
them should be willing to undergo hardships in her service. And it was for this reason that |
have spoken at such length about our city, because | wanted to make it clear that for us
there is more at stake than there is for others who lack our advantages; also | wanted my
words of praise for the dead to be set in the bright light of evidence. And now the most
important of these words has been spoken. | have sung the praises of our city; but it was
the courage and gallantry of these men, and of people like them, which made her
splendid. Nor would you find it true in the case of many of the Greeks, as it is true of them,

that no words can do more than justice to their deeds.
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13 “To me it seems that the consummation” which has overtaken these men shows us the
meaning of manliness in its first revelation and in its final proof. Some of them, no doubt,
had their faults; but what we ought to remember first is their gallant conduct against the
enemy in defense of their native land. They have blotted out evil with good, and done
more service to the commonwealth than they ever did harm in their private lives. No one of
these men weakened because he wanted to go on enjoying his wealth: no one put off the
awful day in the hope that he might live to escape his poverty and grow rich. More to be
desired than such things, they chose to check the enemy'’s pride. This, to them, was a risk
most glorious, and they accepted it, willing to strike down the enemy and relinquish
everything else. As for success or failure, they left that in the doubtful hands of Hope, and
when the reality of battle was before their faces, they put their trust in their own selves. In
the fighting, they thought it more honorable to stand their ground and suffer death than to
give in and save their lives. So they fled from the reproaches of men, abiding with life and
limb the brunt of battle; and, in a small moment of time, the climax of their lives, a

culmination of glory, not of fear, were swept away from us.
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14 “So and such they were these men—worthy of their city. We who remain behind may hope
to be spared their fate, but must resolve to keep the same daring spirit against the foe. It is
not simply a question of estimating the advantages in theory. | could tell you a long story
(and you know it as well as | do) about what is to be gained by beating the enemy back.
What | would prefer is that you should fix your eyes every day on the greatness of Athens as
she really is, and should fall in love with her. When you realize her greatness, then reflect
that what made her great was men with a spirit of adventure, men who knew their duty,
men who were ashamed to fall below a certain standard. If they ever failed in an enterprise,
they made up their minds that at any rate the city should not find their courage lacking to
her, and they gave to her the best contribution that they could. They gave her their lives, to
her and to all of us, and for their own selves they won praises that never grow old, the most
splendid of sepulchers®—not the sepulcher in which their bodies are laid, but where their

glory remains eternal in men’s minds, always there on the right occasion to stir others to

speech or to action. For famous men have the whole earth as their memorial: it is not only
the inscriptions on their graves in their own country that mark them out; no, in foreign lands
also, not in any visible form but in people’s hearts, their memory abides and grows. It is for
you to try to be like them. Make up your minds that happiness depends on being free, and
freedom depends on being courageous. Let there be no relaxation in face of the perils of
the war. The people who have most excuse for despising death are not the wretched and
unfortunate, who have no hope of doing well for themselves, but those who run the risk of
a complete reversal in their lives, and who would feel the difference most intensely, if things
went wrong for them. Any intelligent man would find a humiliation caused by his own
slackness more painful to bear than death, when death comes to him unperceived, in

battle, and in the confidence of his patriotism.




