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Discussions
After reading an approved book, students should complete a 1 1/2- 3 page book review (not including title and author Comments:

Grades information) that evaluates the book. You should consider the author’s thesis (what is it and is it well argued/supported), o Comments

Modules their evidence (what are they using to prove their thesis? Court cases, newspapers, diaries, first-hand accounts,
government files?), their writing, their focus, their believability, as well as bring in some information about the author

People (PhD in foreign relations? Reporter? Witness to the event?) Is there an interesting quote/map/photo that really adds to

Account Quizzes the book that you'd like to bring up? Keep in mind 1 1/2 pages is considered a “minimum” and may not guarantee an A.
@ While a quality 1 1/2 pages might be able to get an A, depending on the book or your writing style, 2 or 3 pages might help
Syllabus you cover the information fully.
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Approved book list B

Sample review [ (Not an A+, but gets much of it right)

Book Review
Criteria Ratings Pts
Paper analyzes (critiques and compliments) the weaknesses and strengths of the book particularly | 140pts | 0.0pts
focusing on (but not limiting to) how well the thesis was proved and the way the evidence wasusedas |y No
well as the depth and breadth of the evidence. Marks | Marks | 1AOPtS

Book review provides a summary of the material covered in the book, including explaining the thesis | 15.0pts | 0.0pts
and the evidence used to prove the thesis. Full No

Marks | Marks | 0P

This criterion s linked to a Learning Outcome Book review includes a small bio of the author. This 30pts | 00pts
does not have to be incredibly long, but should include the author's profession and a summary of Full No

previous publications at a minimum. It should flow with the review, rather than beingtackedontothe | marks | Marks | 3.0Pts
endor put at the beginning without a proper introduction.
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Book review provides a summary of the material covered in the book, including explaining the thesis
and the evidence used to prove the thesis.

This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Book review includes a small bio of the author. This
does not have to be incredibly long, but should include the author’s profession and a summary of
previous publications at a minimum. It should flow with the review, rather than being tacked on to the
end or put at the beginning without a proper introduction.

This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Paper meets the length requirement stated in the
syllabus.

This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Paper follows the conventions of formal written
English.

Mechanics, grammar, usage rules are all followed properly.

Paper uses Chicago Manual of Style to cite quotes and ideas.
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Total Points: 50.0




