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CHAPTER T

TE Hovsz OF WaR

In the course of human history, many civilizations kave risen and fallen—China, India, Greece, Rome, and before them, the ancient civlizations of the Middle East. During the cenfuries that in European history are called medieal, the most advanced civilization inthe.
world was undoubtedly that of Islam. Islam may have been equaled—or even, in some respects, surpassed—by India and China, but both of those cvilizations remained essentially limited to one region and to one ethmic group, and their impact on the rest of the world
was comespondingly restricted. The civilization of slam, by contrast was ecumenical in s outlook, and explicily 20 in fs aspirations.

One of the basc tasks bequeathed to Moslims by the Prophet was jihad. This word comes from an Arebic rootjJ- withthe basic mezning of stiving or effort It is often used in classical exts withthe closely relted meaning ofstrugle, and hence alo of fight It is
‘wsualy cited in the Qur'anic phrase “striving in the path of God” (e2, IX, 24; LK. 1 et cetera) and has been variously interpreted to mezn moral striving and armed strugele. 1t i usually fairly easy to understand from the context which of these shades of meaning is
intended. n the Qur'anthe word occurs many times, in these fo disinct but connected senses Inthe early chapters, dating from the Meccan period, when the Prophet was sl the leader of 2 minerity group strugeling against the dominant pagan oligarchy, the word
often hasthe meaning, favored by modernist exegetiss, of moralstriving.In the later chapters, promulgated in Medina, where the Prophet headed the stae and commanded its ammy, it usually has 2 more explicily pracical conmotation. In many, the military meaning is
‘unequivocal. A good example i IV, 95: “Those of the believers who stay 2t home, ofher than the disabled, are not gual fothose wh sfrve in the path of God with their goods and their persons. God has placed those who strugele with thir goods and ther persons on 2
igher levelthan those who stey at home. God kas promised reward to all who believe but He distinguishes those who fight, above those who stay at home, with 2 mighty reward.” Similer sentiments will be found in VIIL, 72; X, 41, 81, 88; LXVL, 9 t cetera

Some modem Mislims, particularly when addressing the outside world, explain the duty of jihad in a spiitual and moral sense. The overwhelming majority of early authoriies, citing the relevant passages i the Qur'an, the commentaries, and the fraditions of the
‘Prophet, discuss jibad in militry terms. According to Islamic law, it is awful to wage war against four types of enemies: infdels, apostate, rebels, and bandits. Although all four types of wars are legitimate, only the first fwo count as jhad. Jikad i thus a rligious.
obligation. In discussing the obligation of the holy war, the classical Muslim jursts distinguish befuveen offensive and defensive warfare. In offense, jikad is an obligation of the Muslim community a3 2 whole, and may therefore be discharged by volunteers and
‘professionals. In a defensive war, it becomes an obligation of every able-bodied individual. It s this principle that Usama bin Ladin invoked in bis declaration of war against the United Sttes

For mostofth fourteen centuries ofrecorded Muslim history lhad was most commorly inerpretd to mean armed srugele for the defense or advancement of Muslim pover.In Muslm tradition, e world i divided ito o houses: the House of slam (D 7 at 1A
7). in which Muslim governments rle and Muslim law prevails, and te House of War (D& 7 a-Hard),te rest of the world, sl nbabited and, more importaz, rled by inidels. The presumption istha the ity o lad vl ontinue, interruped only by ruces, untl all
e word ethe adopts the Muslim faith or submitsto Muslinrule, Those who fight in tre jihad qualfy or ewards in bt worlds—booty i this one, paradise n the next

In this a3 in s0 many other matters, the guidance of the Qur'an is amplified and elaborated in the had' s, thati to say traditins concerning the actions and utterances of the Prophet, Many of these deal with holy war. The following are a fex samples

[T —
A day and  siht of Sghing o e St i beterdan 3 month o st ad praver.

The nip of an st b  mars more e st of  weapon o s s moreselcome o i s, <O e o ot s oy
i o i withosbving ke par i  campain dic i 3 indof mbeliel.

God marvesapacple (o o o Lam i broogh b congues] ko s drageed 0 Pardie i s

Lo 1 hoc, o e spacebewee e makand e acher i e f e gadens of Paadise.

P i e shadon of st
‘The traditions also lay down some rules of warfare for the condict of jhad:

Beadsed o s prsonrssell.
Lootng i nomere il tan camion.
ot s frbiden e iling o women nd chidrn.

alimsae bound b e agreemns, rovidd s re L

‘The standard juristic treatises on shari‘a normally contain a chapter on jihad, understood in the militry sense as regular warfare against infidels and apostates. But these treatises prescribe correct behavior and respect for the rules of war in matters such as the opening.
and termination of hostltes and the treatment of noncombatants and of prisoners, 1ot fo speak of diplomatic envoys.

For most of the recorded kistory of iam, rom th lfetime of the Prophet Molsammad omvard,th word ji#  was sed in @ primaily miltary sense. Muhammad began his popheti mision i his birtplace, Mecca, but because of e persecution that ke and his
followers suffered at the kands o the pagan oligarcky ruling that tov, the moved to he tovm of Medina, where te local ribes telcomed them and izstalled the Proplet frt 23 rbiraor and then as ruler. This move i known i Arabic 2 the Hijra, sometimes misspelt
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CHAPTERT

THE Housz oF War

E 1 the course of mman iy, sy civlizains e s and illen—Chin, Indis, Greec, Roe,and bfore thess,the sucect ivlzations o he Middle Eot. Dising the centies that i Ewopesn itry e cslled medieal the mostadssced civlizain i the
world was undoubidly that of lam Tsam iy bave been equaled—or even, i some respect,supassed—by India and Cein, but bothofthose civilizations remaied essentialylmted o on rgion and t cue e goup, 0d ther impac onthe et of the world
s comespondingly rescted. The civilzaion oflam, by contast was ecusmeacal i ook, and eplicely 0 i s ssprtions.

(One of the basetasks bequeathed to Maslins by the Prophet wa ihad. his wordcomes fom  Arabi 0ot - it the basic meaning of siving or effrt It s ften wed n classcal texts with e cloely rlated meaning o stuggl, and hence aeo of fight tis
sl cited inthe Qur'smic phrase “srving n the it of God” (e, IX. 24 LX, 1 et ctes) snd b been variusly iterpreed o meen el srving and smed srggle. It s uoally Sy ey 9 undertan from the contet which of hese shade of mesni
intended. Tn the Qur'amthe word ccurs many times, i these o ditine bt connected snses. In the el chapters, dating o the Mecean period, when the Propbet was sl heIeadr of a minorkty roup srgglin agaost the dominant paga oligarchy,the word
fen s the mesning, fvcred by modermist exegeits, of sl sving. [ the Lt chaptes, promlgstd i Medina, wherethe Prophetbesded the sste s commanded s srny. i sl bas & mare exlicitly racical comnoteson. s masy, the ity messing s
‘mequivoca. A good example i IV, 35: “Those o the belevers who say ot home,ciber than the disabled, are ot equal o those ho strveinthe path ofGod wththeirgoods and ther persou, God has placed those who sruggle withtheigoods and ther persons on.a

~ igherlevel hanthos ko sty t home. God b romined revard to all who beleve bt e ditinguihesthose ho Sght, shove those who sty at e, with & mighty rward ™ Sl sestimests will be fud i VIIL 72 IX, 41, 81, 5, LXVL et cstera.

‘Some modern Muslims, particalarly when adiresing th outside worl,explainth duy ofjikad i 3 spiial d moral sense, The overhelming msjrty of exfly auborites, ciing the relevant pssages i the Qur'an, he commentaris, s th raditons of the
Prophes, discus isad i byt Accordin to e s, s Ll 9 age war sgait four ypes of enemies nfidels, spostte,reel, and bandits Athough all fur types of war e legtanste, oy the it o coust s jhad Jihad i s religous
blgsion. In discusing the obligation of the hly . te classical Muslim ursts isinguish beoven ofensive and defepsve warae, Tn offese, jibad i an obigation of the Muslm communty 33 & Whole, and may herefore be discharged by sohmees and
profesioale. I 3 defsiv wr, it ecomes = obligation ofevery sle-bodied individual It tisprinciple tha Ussms b Ladin ok i s declaration of war sgaist e Usited Sstes.

Formont of e e e of scondd el isry. i was st commenl ferpeed e rd gl o e dfense o v ancement of i pover sl adiin e werd s dided ot B e Hosseof i (D3 a1
e which Ml goersmests e s Ml precl, s e Howse of W (D3 7 . ), restof th word, sl sbited s, e s, e by il The pressmpin st the iy of i il s, temptd ol by e, sl
o e word e adopt the Ml ih o subt 1 Ml rle. Thos o Sght e ad qualiy for evards i boh worlde—booty i e, pradie i the et

In i i 30 many obermatr,the gidance of the Qur'sn is amplified s elboratd i the A e tha i o say raditonsconceming th actions an wterancesofte Prophet Many o hese dea withBoly . The folowing aea fe samples
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Hegira and mistranslated “flight " The Muslim era dates from the beginning of the Arabian year in which the Hijra took place. The first jihad was waged by the Prophet against the rulers of his birthplace and ended with the conquest of Mecca in the month of Ramadan of
the year 8 of the Hijra, corresponding to Jamuary 630 of the Chistian era. The Meccan leadership surrendered almost without a fight, and the Meccans, apart fom those accused of specific offenses against the Prophet or a Mauslim, were granted immunity fo thei lives
and property, provided that they behaved in accordznce with the agreement, The next task was the extension of Mislim authority to the rest of Arabia and, under the Prophet's successors, the caliphs, to the rest of the world.

In the early cenfuries of the Lslamic e this seemed 2 possible, indeed a probable outcome. Within a remarkably short time the conquering Muslim armies had overthrown the ancient empire of Persia and incorporated al ifsteritories in the domains of the caliphate,
opening the way to the invasion of Central Asia and of India. To the Wes?, the Byzantine Emupire was not as yet overthrown, but it was deprived of  large partof it terrtories. The then Christian provinces of Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and North Aftica were absorbed and
i due course Islamized and Arsbized, and they served as bases for the further invasion of Europe and the conquest of Spain and Portugal and much of southern Ital. By the early eighth century the conquering Areb armies were even advancing beyond the Pyrences into
France.

After several centuries of almost unbroken victories, the Arab jihad was finall held and repelled by Christan Europe. In the East, the Byzantines held on to the great Crisizn city of Constantinople, repelling 2 seres of Arab attacks. In the West, they began the long,
dranm-out process known in Spanish history as the Reconguiia, or Reconquest, which eventually led to the eviction of the Muslims fom theteritories they had conguered in laly and the Iberian peninsula. An atempt to carry the Reconguista to the Middle East, and to
recover the birtplace of Chist, conquered by the Muslims in the seventh cenfury, was also launched. This aftempt, known as the Crusades, failed totally, and the Crosaders were driven out in disarray

‘But the jihad had not ended. A new phase was inasgurated, this time not by Arabs but by late recruis o Islam, the Turks and the Tatars. These were able to conquer the hitherto Christan land of Anatoliz,and in May 1453 they captured Constantinople, which from
then on became the capitl of the Ottoman sultans, the successors of the earlier caiphate in the leadership of the Islamic jikad. The Ottomens i the Balkans and the Lslamized Tatars in Russia resumed the aftempt to conquer Europe, this fime from the East, and for a
while seemed to be within sight of success.

But again European Christendom was able to oustthe invaders and again, now more successfull, o counter-attck against the realms of Ilam. By this time the jibad had become almost entirely defensive—resistng the Reconguest in Spain and Russi, resistng the
‘movements for national self-iberation by the Cbristizn subjects of the Ottoman Empire, and finally, 2 Muslims see i, defending the very heartlands of slam against infdel attack. This phase has come to be known as imperialism.

‘Even in this period ofretreat, the offensive jhad was by no means sbandoned. As lte a5 1896, the Afghans invaded the mountainous region of the Hindu Kush in what i now northeastern Afghanistan. Until then the inhabifants were mot Muslim, and the region was
therefore known to Moslims as Kafiristan, “Land of the Unbelievers.” Afterthe Afghan conquest, i was revamed Nuristan, “Land of Light ™ During the same period jihads of various kinds were conducted in Africa against non-Mislim populations. Bist or the most part,
the concep, practice, and experience ofjlad i the modem Ilamic world have been overwhelmingly defensive.

‘The predominantly military use of the term continued ino reltively modern times. In the Ottoman Empire th city of Belgrade, an advance base in the war againstthe Austians, was given the thyming title of DA 7 al-Jidld (House of Jihad).In the early nineteenth
century, when the modernizing roler of Egypt, Muharmmad *Ali Pasha,reformed his armed forces and their administration on French and Britsh lines, he crested a “war department”to edminister them. It was known in Arabic 25 the Divan of ibad Afairs (D w nal-
i dlyya) and it head as the supervisr of jihad affirs (NG zir alJiid diyya). One could cite ofer examples in which the word jiad has lostits holness and retained ony its military connotation. In modern times both the miltary and the mora] use of the term bhave
‘oeen revived, and they- are differently understood and applied by different groups of people. Orgenizations climing the name of ihad at the present day, in Kashmir, Checlmya, Pelestne, and elsenere, clearly do not use the word fo demote moral striving.

Jikad i sometimes presented as the Muslim equivalent of the Crusade, 2nd the fio are seen as more or less equivalert. In 2 sense this s true—both were proclaimed and waged as koly wars fo the frue fith against an infidel enemy. But there is 2 difference. The
Crusade i a late development in Clristizn history and, in a sense, marks a radical departure from basic Christian values as expressed in the Gospels. Christendom kad been under atack since the seventh century, and had lost vast teritries to Muslim rule;the concept of
aboly war, more commonly,  just war, was familia since antiquity. Vet in the long struggle betwveen Islam and Christendom, the Crusade was late,limited, and of relatively brief duration. Jihad is present from the beginning of Lslamic history—in scripture, i the life of
the Prophet, and in the actions of kis companions and immediate successors. It has continued throughout Isamic bistory and retains its ppeal to the present day. The word crusade derives of course fom the cross and originally denoted 2 boly war for Christizniy. Butin
the Chistian world it has long since lostthat meaning and is used in the general sense of 2 morally driven campaign for a good cause. One may wage a crusade for the environment, for clean water,for beter social services, for women's rights, and for a whole range of
other cases. The one contextin which the word crusade is not used nowaday is precisely the orignal religious one. Jiiad 100 is used in a variety of senses, but unlike crusade it has retained it original, primary meaning.

‘Those who are killed in the jihad are called martyrs, in Arabic and other Muslim languages shah dl The English word martyr comes from the Greek martys, meaning “witness,” and in Judeo-Christian usage desigrates one who is prepared to suffer torure and death
rather than renounce bis faith, His martyzdom is thus a testimony or witess o that faith, and to his readiness to suffer and die for it. The Arabic term shah¥ d also means “witness” and s usually translated “martyr,” but it bas 2 rather different comnotation. In Isamic.
‘usage the term margrdom i normall interpreted to mean death in a jihad and ifs reward is etemnal biss, described in some detail in early religious texts. Suicide, by confras, it  mortal sin and earus eteral damzafion, even for those who would ofherwise have earmed a
‘place in paradise. The classical jurits distinguish clearly betuween facing certain death at the hands of the enemy and killing oneself by one’s own hand. The one leads to heaven, the other to hell. Some recent fundamentalistjurists and others have blured or even,
dismaissed this distinction, but their view is by no means unanimously accepted. The suicide bomber is thus taking 2 considerable risk on a thealogical nicety

Because holy war is an obligation of the faih, it i elaborately regulated in the shari‘a. Fighters in a jikad ave enjoined not to kill wome, children, and the aged unless they aftack firs, notto torture o mutiate prisoners, o give fair warming of the resumption of
hostlifies afte 2 truce, and to honor agreements. The medieval jurists and theologians discuss at some length the rules of warfare, including questions such a2 which weapons are permitted and which are not. There is even some discussion in medieval texts of the.
lasfulness of missile and chemical warfare, the one relating to mangonels and catapult, the other to poizon-tipped arrows and the poisoning of enemy water supplies. On these points there is considerable variation. Some jurists permif,some resrict, some disapprove of
the use of these weapons. The stated reason for concern s the indiscriminate casualtis that they inflict. At no point do the basic texts of :lam enjoin terrorsm and murder. At no point—as far as | am aware—do they even consider the random slaughter of uninvolved.
bystanders.

“The jurist insist that the spoils of war must be an incidental benefit not  prime purpose. Some £0 50 £ as to say that if they do become the prime purpose, tis invalidatesthe jhad and anmuls its benefis, i not in this world then in the next. The jihad, o bave any
alidity, must be waged “in the path of God” and not for the sake of materal gain. There are, however, frequent complains of the misuse of the honorsble name of jihad for dishonorable purposes. Aftican jurists in particular lament the use of the term jihad by slave,
raiders to jusify their depredations and establish legal ownership of their victims. The Holy Law prescribes good freatment for noncombatants but accords the victors extensive rights over the property nd also over the persons and families of the vanquished. In
accordance with the universal custom of antiquity, enemies captred in warfare were enslaved, along with their families, and could be either 30 or kept by their captors fo their own use. Islam brought a modification of this rule by limitng this right of enslavement to
those captured in a jihad but not i any other form of warfare.

“The rules for war against apostates are somerwhat different and rather stricte than those for war against unbelievers. The apostate o renegade, in Mislim eyes, is ar worse than the unbeliever. The urbeliever has not seen the light, and there s alwvays hope that he may
eventually see it In the meantime, provided he meets the necessary conditions, he may be accorded the tolerance of the Muslim state and allowed to contine i the practice of his own religion, even the enforcement of his own religious laws. The renegade is one who
bas knovn the true fath, however briefly, and sbandoned it. For this offense there is no human forgiveness, and according to the overwhelming majority of the jurists, the renegade must be put o death—that is, if male. For females 2 lesser penalty of flogeing and
imprisonment may suffice. God in His mercy may forgive him in the oher world, if He so chooses. No human has authority to do so. This distnction i of some importance at the present day, when militant leaders have proclaimed a double jlhad—against foreign
infidels and against domestic apostates. Most if ot all o the Muslim rulers whom we i the West are pleased to regard as our friends and alies are regarded as rafors and, much worse than thaf, as apostates by many if ot most of their own people.

‘From early times,  legal distnction was made befween those teritories acquired by force (Arabic ‘amvata, the equivalent of the Roman jurist” v ef armis) and those acquired sulham, that s by some form oftruce or peaceful surender. The rules regarding booty and,
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Hogirasad miscaslsted gkt ” The sl er dtes o the bgoning ofthe Arsianyes n which e Hia tok lace. The it jlhad was waged b the Prophet sgsins the rles of e bihplce s ended withthe sonques of s i the st of Remadn of
he yea o the Hijs, comesponding fo Jauary 630 o the Cristiaer. The Meccan leadrstip sumendered almost withou  figt, 0 the Meceans,apat fom thos accused of specfic fensesagaaa he rophet o 3 Moslm, were grated memunty or e lves
and ropeny providd tha thy bekaved insccordance it the agrement The next task s the extension of Muslm suthority 1 th es of Arabia ad,under te Prophet’ssuccesoe th caliphs, o theret o he werkd

Inthe ey centuiesof th Tlmic e s seemed 3 possible,indeed aprobebe oxtcomse. Wik & resskably shot i the congqueing sk sries bad oertion the sncint empie of Persiasnd ncorprsted l s et i the domains ofthe calphte,
Spesing thewayto e ivasion ofCenoal A s o ndis.Tothe Wes, the By satine Eupine s 5ot 2 et ovenhrons, bt v derivd of s g pt o s tertores, Th then Choties prvinces of Sy, Palstine, Egyp,snd North Africs wre sassbed snd
1 due coure eamized and Arbized, nd the served a bases for th frbe nvasion ofEutope and theconguestof Spen and Portgal and muchof southemTaly: By th ey ighth cennay the conguering Arabamies wereeven dvacing by the yrenees st
France

A sver) et ofsmost ek victris, the Avsb jad wes sl hed s repeled by Chiisis: Exsope. I the s, the By santines hld o o th grest Chriiss iy ofConstastinopl, rpeling  seriesof Areh stcks Inthe West they began he o,
oo procens Known in Spani hvory 2 e Asconguista o Reconquest, which eventully led 1 the evictionof e Maslins o th erore ey had cooguered i il andth Terian penizsula. An atemp 0 cay the Reconguisa o he Middle Eat,and o
secoer the bintplace of Chit,conquered by the Mslms i the st sty was also lausched This atempt, knownas the Crusades fuled ttally, and the Crusderswere drven ut i disaay

Bt thejihad d not ended A v phsse was issgurstd hi time ot by Avsbebut by e recris o s, the Turkssnd the Ttare. These eresbl o oner the itheto it lnd of Antolis,and i My 1453 they capned Consantnepl, which fom
e o becme th captsl of the Otomsn s, th succesaors o e escher clphst i th lesderipof the llami ihad. The Otonsss i e Belkas s the Tlmized Ttas i s esumed the stempt 9 coner Exvope, s time froms the East, s for 3
il seesedt be i igh of succes.

Bt agan European Chrsendom wasable to ust theivades d agan, new more sccessull, € counteratack agint the reskns ofiam By ths time the ihad had become almostenirely defensve—sesistiog the Reconguest n Spain and Rusi,ressting the
‘oesmests fo nationsl sl berstion by the Cisiansubjects ofthe Otomsn Exnpive, s fslly, s Mz see t,defendin the very hsrlnds of s aginot el stece This phase b come tobe ko 80 imperslis.

Evenin this priod of rerat, e ofesive jiBad was by 5o means abandoned. A lte s 1996, the Afghans ivaded th mountainous regon o b i Kush in what s now northester Afghaniian. Ul ten the ibabitants were ot Ml andthe region was
{Berefoce nown to Moslims as Kaivtan, “Land ofthe Usbelvers.” Afe the Afghan congqust, it was resamed Nuristan, “Land ofLight” Duing the sam peiodjhads o vrios kinds were conductd in Afica againt nonMuslim poplations. Bt £ the most part,
he concep, practice, nd experiece o had i the modern i world e been overvemingly defnsve

T predominaely sy o of he e comtimed s el moders s I the Otunan Espie th iy ofBelrade, s sdvanse base i he s sgenet the Avrians, s gven the sy sl of D i d (Howseof ihad). I he ey nieteets
centy, when the modemiing e of Egypt Mubamumad Al Pacha, reformmed bis e focesand thisadmnistation on French and Biieh ins, b cested 3 “ar department” 0 adennister tem. It as known n Arbic 2 the Divan of Jad Afirs (DT i n -
40 ) ad s bead s th suprvisorofad affs (VR 1 % diyya). One couldctesbesexamples in which he word o has It s holines and rtained oay s mltary constation.[n moderntimesbot the milftary and the moral se of e term have
been evived,andthey are diffrety undestood sad sppled by iffeent group o pcple. Organzations laimng e ame ofHibad atthe presat day i Kk, Chachiya, Plestioe, and lseere,clealy do o s e word o dencte moral siizg.

e s someimesprsested 2t Muslim quivalent of e Crusade, and he o ar see a3 more o lessequialet n  sene this i re—bot were proclaised nd waged 2 oy warsfor he true fait aginst an nfdel evemy. Bt there s 8 iference. The
(Crusade is 3 e development in Chrisian isory and, i  senve, marks & radicl deparure from basie Chrivtan alues a xpressd s the Gospls, Chritendom had been uder atack since the seventhcentury, and had ot vast terrriesfo Ml ol the concept of
ol wa,more commenly,  jut s, as Bmile e tiquity. et nte long stugel beveen sl snd Chriendom, fhe Crisade was e, imsted. 30 o selaivel briefdrstion. Jlad i rest o the begising of e history—in srpu, i the kfe of
e Prophet, s i the scions f i compaions s immediste sssessors. It hes costimued tzoughout e Bistory s etain s sppelt e present ey The wordcruzadedeives of consae o the crossnd il descted el war for Chrstionsty. Bt i
e Christian world it has ong sinc los hat meaningand s uoed i he generalsezse of 3 morlly driven campai for & 00 case. O iy wage 8 crusadefor the epvioement fo lean wate,forbetersocal serice,for women'srights, nd for a wholerage of
ther causes. The one context i which the word racade is ot sed nowadays is precsely th oigoal religionscne. Jiad 0 i used i a varey of sepses, but unlke eruse i bas retained s oignal, rimry meaning.

Those who se il i e jhad s clld marys, i Avabi s othr i onguages 74T f The English word ey comes from e Greek g “witses” s n o Cistion wssge desigstes cne who is preared o sofftrce snd deth
cther then resoumce i St Ho marydom b s 8ty o s 9 the i, st b seadines o e and i fr . The Avsbi e oAl /sl s it end i sl wamlstd “mary but b 8 st ifeent comnotsion In blamie
sage the term marom i ormally terprte o mean desth i a0 s rewar i eeral b, escribed i some detal n ey rlgious tets. Suicide, by conas, s 8 mortal i andears et damation,even £ hose ho would oibenvise e eamed a
place in paadie. The casical Jursts ditnguih cearl between fcing ceran death tthe hands o the eneny and Killing mesel by one’sown hand.The one leads o heaven, the the 0 hll. Some rcent undamentalist jurits and thers e Bured or even.
smised s distintion, bt thei vie is by o esnsunsnimoaly ccepted. Th suicide o i s taking »considersle ik o 3 teslogieel ity
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Because holy war is an obligation of the faih, it i elaborately regulated in the shari‘a. Fighters in a jikad ave enjoined not to kill wome, children, and the aged unless they aftack firs, notto torture o mutiate prisoners, o give fair warming of the resumption of
hostlifies afte 2 truce, and to honor agreements. The medieval jurists and theologians discuss at some length the rules of warfare, including questions such a2 which weapons are permitted and which are not. There is even some discussion in medieval texts of the.
lasfulness of missile and chemical warfare, the one relating to mangonels and catapult, the other to poizon-tipped arrows and the poisoning of enemy water supplies. On these points there is considerable variation. Some jurists permif,some resrict, some disapprove of
the use of these weapons. The stated reason for concern s the indiscriminate casualtis that they inflict. At no point do the basic texts of :lam enjoin terrorsm and murder. At no point—as far as | am aware—do they even consider the random slaughter of uninvolved.
bystanders.

“The jurist insist that the spoils of war must be an incidental benefit not  prime purpose. Some £0 50 £ as to say that if they do become the prime purpose, tis invalidatesthe jhad and anmuls its benefis, i not in this world then in the next. The jihad, o bave any
alidity, must be waged “in the path of God” and not for the sake of materal gain. There are, however, frequent complains of the misuse of the honorsble name of jihad for dishonorable purposes. Aftican jurists in particular lament the use of the term jihad by slave,
raiders to jusify their depredations and establish legal ownership of their victims. The Holy Law prescribes good freatment for noncombatants but accords the victors extensive rights over the property nd also over the persons and families of the vanquished. In
accordance with the universal custom of antiquity, enemies captred in warfare were enslaved, along with their families, and could be either 30 or kept by their captors fo their own use. Islam brought a modification of this rule by limitng this right of enslavement to
those captured in a jihad but not i any other form of warfare.

“The rules for war against apostates are somerwhat different and rather stricte than those for war against unbelievers. The apostate o renegade, in Mislim eyes, is ar worse than the unbeliever. The urbeliever has not seen the light, and there s alwvays hope that he may
eventually see it In the meantime, provided he meets the necessary conditions, he may be accorded the tolerance of the Muslim state and allowed to contine i the practice of his own religion, even the enforcement of his own religious laws. The renegade is one who
bas knovn the true fath, however briefly, and sbandoned it. For this offense there is no human forgiveness, and according to the overwhelming majority of the jurists, the renegade must be put o death—that is, if male. For females 2 lesser penalty of flogeing and
imprisonment may suffice. God in His mercy may forgive him in the oher world, if He so chooses. No human has authority to do so. This distnction i of some importance at the present day, when militant leaders have proclaimed a double jlhad—against foreign
infidels and against domestic apostates. Most if ot all o the Muslim rulers whom we i the West are pleased to regard as our friends and alies are regarded as rafors and, much worse than thaf, as apostates by many if ot most of their own people.

From ealy imes, aJegal itnction was made between those terroriesacqured b force (Arbic. ‘amvata, e equivaentof the Roman it f i) fose acquived s, i b some o of ruce o pcefl suvender: e oles egaring SRR
‘more geneal, e ieatmes of the popuatonof e vl acquired erory differd i some impotant respecs Accrding o adion, o diffience wassymbolized i the mosque very Frday In e aken ‘ot the prachescaied s swords i e
taken sulhan, a wooden staff. The imagery of the sword remains important. To this day, the Saudi flag has o emblems set in 2 field of green. The one is the Arabic text of the Muslim creed: “There is no God but God, Muhammad s the prophet of God.” The other is an
[ —————

In certain periods,juiss recognized an intermediat status, the House of Truce (DA r al-Suli)or House of Covenant (D4 7 - 4c) between the Houses of War and Islam. These consistd of non-Muslim, usually Christian, counties whose ulers entered info some
sort of agreement with the rulers o Islam whereby they paid a form of tax or tribute, seen 2sthe equivalent of the jizya, or poll tax, and retained 2 large measure of awtonomy i ther nternal ffairs. An early example was the agreement made by the Umayyad caliphs in
the seventh century with the Christian princes of Armenia. The clssical example of the DA r al-Sulh or House of Truce was the pact agreed in 652 C.£. withthe Chrisizn rulers of Nuba, whereby they did not pay poll tax but provided an anmual rbute, consiting of 2
specified number ofslaves. By choosing o regard gifts astribute, Muslim rulers and ther lgal advisers could adjust the law to cover a wide variety of politca, military, nd commercia rlationships with non-Miuslim powers. This approzch has not entiely isappeared.

‘From an ealy date, Muslims knexw that there were certain differences among the peoples of the House of War. Most of them were simply polytheists and idolaters, who represented no serious fhreat to Islam and were likely prospects for conversion. These were fo be.
found primarily in Asia and in Africa. The major exception wzs the Chritians, whom Muslims recognized s having & religion of the same kind as thei ov, and therefore as thelr primary rivals i the strugele for world domination—or, as they would have put i, world
enlightenment, Chistendom and slam are two eligiously defined civilizations that were brought into conflct not by thelr differences but by their esemblances.

‘The oldest surviving Muslim religious building outside Arabia, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, was completed in 691 or 692 C.£. The erection of this monument, on the ste of the ancient Jewish temple, and i the style and the vicinity of Clrisizn momuments
such a3 the Holy Sepulckre and the Church of he Ascensior, sent 2 clear message to the Jews and, more importaxt,the Christians, Their revelations, though once authentic, had been commupted by their unworthy custodizns and were therefore superseded by the final and
‘perfect revelation embodied in Islam. Just 25 the Jews had been overcome and superseded by the Clristizns, 5o the Christizn world order was now to be replaced by the Muslim fath and the Islamic caliphate. To emphasize the point, the Qur'anic inscriptions in the Dome.
of the Rock denounce what Muslims regard as the principal Christian erros: “Praise be to God, who beges no son, and has no partner” and “He is God, one, eternl. He does not beget, He is not begotten, and He has no peer” (Qur'an CXID). This was clearly 2 challenge
to Christendom in f birthplace. A millenium late the safioning of American troops in Arabia was seen by many Muslims and notably Usama bin Ladin as  similar challenge, this fime from Christendom to slam.

To emphasize this early challenge to Christendom, the caliph, o the st time,stuck gold coins, hifkerto n isperial Roman prerogative. I i signifcant thatth name of the it Islamsic gold coin, the 4 n 7 s borrowed from the Roman dencriu. Some of these
coins bore te caliph's name, bis title Commander of tee Faithfl, and the same polemical verses. The message was clear.In the Muskim perceptin, the Jeuss and late the Clrstians kad gone astray and kad followed false doctrines. Both relgions were therefore
superseded, and replaced by Islam, the inaland perfctrevelation in God's sequence. The Qur anic verses quoted n the Dome and on the gol coins condemn what,for Muslms, s the worst o these corruptions ofthe fue faifs. There i of course an addiional message,
from the caliphtothe emperor: “Your faith is ormupted, your time has passed. ] am o the rulerof God's empire on earth”

‘The message was well understood, and the strking of the gold cofns seen by the emperor as a casus belli. For more than a thousand years the strugele was waged by the caliphs of Islam from their successive capials in Medina, Damascus, Baghdad, Cairo, and Istanbul
againstthe Christian emperors in Constantinople, Vienn, and later, under ofher tites, in more distantcountries arther west, Each of these,in his time, was the principal targetof the jkad.

In practice, of course, e applicaion o the docrine of jihad as no avays rigorous o violen. Tke canorically bligatoy state of war could be inermupted by what were legally defned 2 truces, but these differedlitlefrom the so-called peace freties the warrng
‘Esropean powers signed with one another. Such tuces were made by the Prophet with ki pagan enemies, and they became te basis of what ne might call Isamic internaional I According to skari’s, tolerance o religions based on previous divine revelafions was
ot & merit but 2 duty (Qur'an IT, 256: “No compulsion i religon”).In the lands under Muslim ule, Jalamic La required that Jexes and Christiznsbe allowed to practice theirreligions and ru theirown ffis, subjec o cetan disablftes, e most important being &
‘polltax imposed on every adult male. This tax, called the jya i specifedinthe Qur'an: IX, 29: “Fight aganst those who do not believe in God orin the last day, who do not orbidwhat God and His Aposte have declred forbidden, who do not practice the elgion of
ruth, taough they be the People of the Book [i.., Jes and Chrisian] ux hey pay th fizya, dirctly and kumbly™ The last few words have been variously inerpreted, b i ierature and in practice.

Otter disabilities included the wearing of distinguishing garments or badges, and 2 ban on bearing arms, riding Borses, owning Mslim slaves, or overtopping Mauslim bulldings. Except for the last o and the jizya, they were not always rigorously enforced. In
compensation, the tolerated non-Muslim subjects of the Muslim sate enjoyed 2 very large measure of autonomy in the condhct of their intemmal communal affair, ncludling education, taxation, and the enforcement of their own laws of personal staus, notably marriage,
divorce, and inheritance. The pact or coniract befween the Muslim state and  non-Mauslim subject community was called diinma, and the members of such a tolerated community were called diinmis. In modern parlance, Jews and Chrisians i the classical Islamic
sate were what we would call secondeclass citzens, but second-class citizenship, established by lav and revelation and recognized by public opinion, was far better than the tota lack of citzenship that was the fate of non-Christians and even of some deviant Christizns
inthe West.

“The jihad also did not prevent Muslim goverments fom occasionally seeking Christian allies against Muslim rivals, even during the Crusades.
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CHAPTER III

FROM CRUSADERS TO IMPERIALISTS

‘The Crusades figure very prominently in modern Middle Eastern consciousness and discourse, both of Arab nationalists and of Islamic fundamentalists, notably Usama bin Ladin. It was not always 5o,

“The capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders in 1099 C.2. was 2 riumph for Christendom and a disaster forthe Muslims and also for the Jews i the ity To judge by the Arabic historiography of the period, it roused very litle interest inthe region. Appeals by the local
‘Muslims to Damascus and Baghdad for help remained unansrvered, and the newly established Crusader principaities from Antioch to Jerusalem soon fifted into the game of Levantine poliics, with crossreligious alliances in 2 pattern of ivalries befuveen and among.
‘Muslizm and Christian princes.

‘The great Counter-Crusade which was ultimatel to defeat and expel the Crusaders did not begin until almost a century latr.Is immediate cause was the activites of a reebooting Crusader leader, Reynald of Chtillon, who held the forress of Kerak: in present-day
South Jordan, befween 1176 2nd 1187 C:., and used i to launch a series of raids against Muslim caravans and commerce in the adjoining regions, including the Hijaz. Historians o the Crusades are probably right i saying that Reynald's motive was primarily economic,
i other words, the desire for loot. But Muslims sarv bis campaigrs 2 2 provocation and  challenge directed againstthe holy places of Islam. In 1182, in violation of an agreement betueen the Crusader king of Jerusalem and the Muslim leader Saladin, he atacked and
Iooted Mauslim caravans, including one of pilgrims bound for Mecca. Even more oufrageots, from a Muslim point of view, was his threat to Arabia and, notably, 2 buccansering expedition in the Red Sea, invalving attzcks on Muslim shipping and on the Hijaz ports
which served Mecea and Medina. It was these events thatled directly o Saladin’s proclamation of 2 jihad against the Crusaders—a vivid llustration of the central importance of Arabiz n the Islamic perception.

“The victoris of Saladin and his capure of Jerusalem ffom the Crusaders in 1187 have long been and are today a source of inspiration to Arab leaders. Saddam Hussein refes frequently to fwo previous rulers of Iraq whomm he claims as predecessors i his mission—
Saladin, who ended the Western menzce of his day by defeating and evictig the Crusaders, and Nebuckadezzar, who dealt expeditiously and conclusively with the Zionist problem. On October §, 2002, the prime minister of France, Jean-Pierte Raffarin, in 2 speech to
the French National Assembly, told horw Saladin was able “to defeat the Crusaders in Galilee and libeate Jerusalem.” This ineresting use of the word [i3erate by 2 French prime minister to describe Saladin's captre of Jerusalem from the Crusaders may be a reflection.
of present.day realignments o, altemaively, 2 case of extreme poltical correctness. In some other countris this formulation might be ascribed to ignorance of history, but surely mot in France.

‘Even in Christan Europe, Saladin was justly celebrated and adimired for his chivalrous and generous treatment of his defeated enemies. This treatment, bowerver, did not extend to Reynald of Chitillon. The great Arab hisorian on a- Afhir explains the circumstances.

“Twice, [said Saladin] 1 had made 2 vouwto kil him if 1 had him in my hands; once when ke ried to march on Mecca and Medina, and again when he treacherously captured the caravan [bound for the Hijaz] " After Saladin's great victory, when many of the Crusader
princes and chieflains were taken captive znd ate released, he separated Reynald of Chitllon rom the rest, and killed and beheaded him with his ow hands,

After the success of thejikad and the recapture of Jerusalem, Saladin and his successors seem to have lost inferest i the city, and in 1229 one of them even ceded Jerusalem o the emperor Frederick Il as part of 2 general compromise agreement befween the Muslim
ruler and the Crusaders. It was retaken in 1244, afte the Crusaders fried to make it  purly Christian cit. After 2 long period ofreltive obscurity, interest n the cify was reawakened in the nineteenth cenfury, first by the quarrls of the European powers over the custody
of the Christian holy places, and then by the new Jewish immigration.

‘The same period saw a first awakening of inferest among Muslims in the Crosades, which bad aroused remarkably ltle concer at the time they occurted. The vast and rich Arabic historiography of the period duly records the Crusaders” amival, their batles, and the.
sates thatthey established but shows litle or 1o avwareness of the nature and purposes of their venfure. The words Crusade and Crusader do not even occur in the Arabic historiography of the fime, in which the Crusaders are referted to as the infidels, the Chritians, or
‘most frequently, the Franks, a general term for Catholic—and later also Protestant—European Christans, to distinguish them ffom their Orthodox and Eastern coreligionists. Awareness of the Crusades as 2 distnctive historical phenomenon dates from the nineteenth
century, and the translation of European books on history:. Since then, there is 2 new perception of the Crusades a: an early prototype of the expansion of European imperialism into the Islamic world. A more aceurate description would present them a2 a long-delayed,
very limited, and finally ineffectual response o the jihad. The Crusades ended in failure and defeat, and were soon forgotten in the ands of Ilam, but later Exropean effort to resist and reverse the Mislim advance into Christendom were more successfil, and intiated.
what became a series o painful defeats on the frontiers ofthe Ilamic world.

‘Under the medieval Arab caliphate, and again under the Persian and Turkish dynastes, the empire of slam was the richest, most powerful, most creatie, most elightened region in the world, and for most of the Middle Ages, Christendom was on the defemsive. Inthe.
‘Sficenth century, the Chistian counteratiack expanded. The Tatars were expelled fom Russia, and the Moors from Spain. But in southeastern Europe, where the Ottoman sultan confronted first the Byzaxiine and then the Holy Roman emperor, Muslim porwer prevailed,
and these other setbacks were seen a2 minor and peripheral. As late a5 the seventeenth century, Turkish pashas stillrled in Budapest and Belgrade, Turkish armies were besieging Vienna, and Barbary corsairs were saiding both shipping and seashores s far away 2
‘England, Ireland, and, on occasion, even Madeira and Iceland. The corsairs were greatly helped in their work by Europeans who, forone reason or another, setled in North Africa and showwed them how to build, man, and operate oceangoing vesselsin e North Sea and.
even inthe Atlantic. Tk phase did not last very lorg.

‘Then came the great change. The second Turkish siege of Viemna, in 1683, ended intotal falure follovved by headlong refreat—an entiely nerw experience for the Oftoman armies. This defeat, suffred by what was then the major miltary power of the Muslim world,
‘gave rise to a new debate, which in a sense has been going on ever since. The argument began among the Ottoman military, politcal, and late intellectual elte as  discussion of o questions: Why had the once ever-victorious Otioman armies been vanquished by the
despised Chistian enemy? And how could they restore their previous dominance? In time the debate spread from the elites to wider circles, from Turkey to many other counfries, and dealt with an ever-widening range of isues.

‘There was good reason for concern. Defeat ollowed defeat, and Christian European forces, having liberated their own ands, pursued their former invaders back into their own lands in Asia and Aftica. Even small European powwers such a2 Holland and Portugal were
able to build vast empires in the East and to establish a dominant rol in trade. In 1593 an Ottoman offcial who also served as 2 chroricler of current events, Selaniki Mustafa Efendi,recorded the arrivalin Istanbul of an English ambassador. He does not appear fo bave
‘been much interested in the ambassador, but he was much struck by the English ship in which the ambassador raveled: “A ship as sirange as his has never entered the port of stanbul,” he wrote. It crossed 3,700 miles of sea and carried eighty-three guns besides ofher
weapons. .. It was a wonder of the age, the like of which has ot been seen or recorded " Another source of wonderment was the sovereign who sent the ambassador. “The ruler of te island of England is 2 woman who governs her inherited realm .. with complete

power

A further detail, not mentioned by the Ottoman historian, was also of some importance. The English ambassador in question was indeed formally appointed by Queen Elizabeth but was chosen and maintained not by the English goverment but b  trading corporation
—a useful arangement at  time when the major concem of the Westemn world in the Middle East was business. Indeed, i was the rapid and innovative technological and economic expansion of the West—he factory, the oceangoing cargo ship, the join stock company
—that marked the beginning of the new ea. Western European ships, built fo the Atlantic, could easily outperform ships built for the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean, both in war and in commerce, 2nd that commerce was futher sirengthened by fo.
‘Western habits—cooperation and competition. By the eighteenth century traditional Middle Eastern products such as coffee and suger were being grown i the new Western colonies i both Asia and the Americas and exported to the Middle East by Western merchants
and corporations. Even Muslim pilgrims traveling from South and Southeast Asia to the holy cifies in Arabia sometimes booked passage on European ships, since they were quicker, cheaper,safer and more comfortable
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st ey, the Frask, & genrsl tems fr Cathli—snd lter o Prtestast—Europesn Christies, o disinguih them fom thes Orhodor snd Estrncoreligioists. Avarenessofthe Crisades a8 distineie historicl phesomence dates from the nieteeth
centey, e trsslstion of Eropean boks on ity Since then, there i e pescepion of the Crusades 2 3 ey prtoype of the expasion of European mperialiem o the Llmic world. A mor accrste descrption would presst thess 31 & long dlsyed,
very imited, and fcally neffecual response t thejhad. The Crosades ende i fuure and defat, and were so0n forgoten nth ands of [k, butates Euvopean efforts 10 resis and revere the Musim advance i Chsendon were more suscesfl, and tsted
- whatbecame  seies of paiful defeatson th foatiers o th alamic world

Underthe medieal Arab caliphat, and again under th Perian and Trki dyuastis, he empie of [l was e richest, mt poerful, mostcreative, mostelighienedregon n the word, nd for mostof e Middle Ages, Chritendoms was on the defesie, T e
Bitenth centy. the Chrisian countratack expanded. The Tatars were expelled rom R, and the Moees rom Spin But i southeaten Entcpe, herethe Ot suan cofcnted it the Byzantine snd then the oy Remman emperor, Ml pove precailed.

i and thesecthr setacks were seen s minor snd peripheral As ae s th seeteesthceptry, Turki pashas sl rled i Bucdapest and Blgrad, Trkih armies e besieging Vienna, and Babary cornais were riding both sipping and seasbores 3B vy as
Englnd,reland,and, on occasion, even Madeir a0d eeland. The corairs weregreatly belped i thi wor by Evtopeans ho, o one reason o another, seted i North Afca and showed them bt buld, man,and operse oceagoing seels i the Nor Sea nd
evenin e Adantic. This phase did ot ast vry long

Then cme the res chsnge. T second Turkish siege of Vieana, i 1653, ended i otal e folloned by hedlong retret—s ntvely ne expecince o the Ottman amies. Thi defes, uffered by what s then the majr sty porwe o the sl wrld.
wl e e 103w debate, which i 8 sese s b o on ever since. The rgumest began snong the Otomas multay, poiticl, snd e ntelectul el 88 discusion o o question: Wy had the once evervctorios Ottsa aries been vanguished by e
despised Chrivian eneany? And Bow could they restore thei previou dominane? I teth debatespread rom the ltes 0 wide cicles, om Tukey o many othe counties,and dea ith n ver-videing ange of ssues.

There s good resso fo oncern Defeat fllowed defst,and Chrtisn Eutopesn fores, aving ibested the v ands, pursedthei s mvaders bck ot thes v lands i Asis snd Afica. Even msl Evropess povers s s Halld snd Porgal were
Sl o buld st empices inthe Exet s 0 stablis a dominant o i rad.Is 1593 an Otoman offiia who s seved 2  chomicle of uent evets, Selanks Mustafs Efend, rcorded the amvl i Ltanbul of sn English sbsssad. He does 1ot sppe o have
een much ierested i the ambaseador, but b was muchsruck by the Englih ship i hich the ambassado raveled: A ship a stange 3 thi b nver entredthe port of Ianbul,” e wroe. It rossed 3700 miles ofseaand camied eighty-hueeguns besides other
wesposs. ... It was  wrderofte ge,the ke of wich ha not beesee o recorded " Another ousce of wonderment s the soverega who set the smbasasdor. “The lerofthe il of Englond s 8 womsas who govers b inhertedrelm . with complete
pover

o A furthr detail,not mentioned by the Otoman istoria,wasala ofsome iprtace. Th English ambaseado in queston wasindeed fomally apposted by Queen Elizabets bt was chosen and mantained nt by the English goverment but by tading corporation
— sl arngemen t S e the msor concem of e Westersworld i the Mdle vt s buines ndeed it vasthe spid and vt echmologiea s economic expansion of e West—the fctory, e ccenngong cargo i, e it tock comspny
—that marced the begiving o the new era. Weste European skips, bt for e Adanc, could easly cuperform tips bt for the Medieranean, the R Sea, a the ndian Ocemn, bt war and i commerc, and hat coumerce was further suengthened by two
Westerm hbits—cooperaton nd competitin. By the ightenth centy traditonal Midde Esstem productssuchsscoffe and sugr were being grown i the new Westen colonies i both Asiaandthe Ameicas and expored tothe Middie East by Westem merchants
o corporstion.Even sl pilgrims raeling rom St d Southest Asi o the bl cies in Araiasometimes bosked pasage o Exespesn hip, sisc they werequicer,chespe,sfr od o comforistle.
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For most historians, Middle Easter and Westem alike, the conventional beginning of modern history in the Middle East dates from 1798, when the French Revolutior, n the person of a young general called Napoleon Boraparte, landed in Egypt. Witkin a remarksbly
short time, General Bonaparte and bis small expeditionary force were able to conquer, oceupy, and rule the country. There had been, before this, atacks, retreats, and losses of teritory on the remote frontiers, where the Turks and the Persians faced Austra and Russia.
But for 2 small Western force to invade one of the heartlands of slam was a profound shock. The departure of the French was, in a sense, 2n even greater shock. They were forced to leave Egypt not by the Egyptians, nor by their suzerains the Turks, but by a small
squadon of the Britsh Royal Navy, commanded by 2 young admiral named Horatio Nelson. This was the second bite lesson the Muslims bad to learn: Not oxly could a Western porwer arive,invade, and rule at will but only another Western porver could get it out.

Iomperialism is  particulaly important theme i the Middle Eastern and more especially the Islamic case against the West. For them, the word imperializm bas a special meaning. This word s, or example, never used by Muslims of the great Muslim empires—he first
one founded by the Arabs, he late ones by the Turks, who conquered vast teritories and populations and incorporated them in the House of Islam. It was perfectly legiimate for Muslizs to conguer and rule Europe and Europeans and thus enable them—but not compel
them—to embrace the true fith. It was 2 crime and a sin for Europeans to conquer and rule Muslims and, tll worse, 0ty to lead them astray. In the Muslim perception, conversion to Islam is 2 benefit o the convert and a meri in fhose who converthim. In Lslamic la,
conversion from Islam is apostasy—a capita offense for both the one who is misled and the one who misleads him. On this question, the lau is clear and unequivocal. 1 2 Muslim renounces slam, even if 2 new convert revert to his previous fath, the peralty is death.
In modern times the concept and practice of faif, recognizing and denouncing apostasy, has been greatly widened. It is not unusual in extremist and fundamentalit circles o decree that some policy, action, or even uferance by a professing Muslim i tantamount to
apostasy, and to pronounce a death sentence on the culprit. This was the principle invoked in the fawa against Salman Rushdie, the murder of President Sadat and of many others.

‘European acivites in the Islamic lands went through several phases. The first was commercial expansion and, as Muslims see it exploitation of them and thei counfrie, both as markets and as sources of raw materials. Then came armed invasion and conquest, by
which European powwers estblished effective domination over important areas o the [slamic world—the Russians in the Caucasus and Transcaucasian lands and later in Central Asia; the Britsh in India; the Briish and the Dutch in Malaysia and Indonesiz; and in a final
‘phase, the Britsh and French in the Middle East and North Africa. In these places the imperialists ruled fo varying periods—in some, a2 in Southeast Asia and Indis, forcenfuries;in others, as inthe Arab lands of the Middle East,forrelaively short interludes.

In eithe case, they IeRt ther mark. I the Arab world the period of Anglo-French impetal rule began it the French in Algeria (1830) and the Britsh in Aden (1839); continued with the Brish occupation of Egypt (1852) e extension of French control to Tunisia
(1581) and Moroceo (1911) and of Bitish inlueace o the Persian Gulf, and achieved its peak it th division ofthe Oftoman Axab provinces of the Frtle Crescent between the o major West Eutopean Empirs. This ime the newy acquired temtories were not
sizmply annexed, in the traditional style, 2 colonies or dependencies. They were asigned to Britain and France to adiministe 2s mandatory porvers, under the authoity o e League of Nations, with th explicit task of grooming them for independence. This was  very
brief epsode, beginning after World War 1, and ending ater World War 1T, when the mandates were terminated nd the mandated teritries became independext. The geate part o the Arabian peninsla remained outside the imperil domaios.

Neverthelessthe impact of imperialiam was seen s immense and, in the eyes of most people in the regio, wholly barmfhl. The impact and the damage were both no doulbt considerable, but probably less extensive and less one-sided than the nationalist mythologies
would have it. There were afer all some benefits—infrastructure, public services, educational systems, as well 2s some social changes, notably the aboliion of slavery and the considerable reduction though not elimination of polygamy. The confrasts can be seen very
clearly by comparing the countries that suffered under the imperial yoke, like Egypt and Algeria, with those that ever lost their independence, ke Arabia 2nd Afghanistan. In Sadi Arabia universiies were late and few. At the present day, or an estimated population of
21 millon, there ae eight universities—one more than the seven instiutions of higher education estzblished by the Pelestinians since the Iraeli occupation of th teritories in 1967. Slavery was not abolished by law in Saudi Arabia until 1962, and the subjugation of
women remains in full efect.

‘But there were certainly major negative consequences of imperialism 2nd more broadly of Wester or European influence, even in those countries that managed to retai their politcal independence, e Turkey and Iran. Notable among the effects of modernization are
the strengthening of state authority by the reinforcement of the apparafus of surveilance, repression, and indoctrination, and at the same fime the weakening or elimination of those intermediate porwers that i the traditional order imited the effective power of autocratic
rulers. Social change, and the breakdown of ol social relationships and obligations, brough great harm to the society and created new and gaping confrasts, which modem communications made all the more visible. As far back 22 1832, an acute Britsh observer, a

youngnaval offcer called Adophus Sade,noted tis iffernce beten what h calldth od nobilty and the new bty The old nobilty, b said,ived on thei estates. Forthe e nobilty, th tte s her etate. This remain rue in much o th regiontoday.

By the carly twentet century—altough a precarious ndependence was etained b Tukey and Ira and by some remote counties i Afshanistan, which at that i id ot seem wort the troubl of invading—alost th entire Mislim word had been
incorporated ot th fou Eutopean epres of Brtai, France, Russa, an the Netherands. Middle Easters govermments and facions were fored o leam bow to play these mighy ivls off against e ancher. For a e, they played the game with some sucess.
Sizce the Western allies—Britan and France and then the United States—efectively dominated th segion, Middle Easer esistes narally loked t thoseale’ enemies o support.Inthe Second Workd Wa,they turned fo Gemanys inthe Cold Wt o the Soviet
Union.

As ey a5 1914, Germans, then allid it the Otoman Empie, tried o mobiliz religousfeling amongthe Muli sbjects o the Briih, French, and Rusian Epire aganst theis imperal masters an therefore i fvorof Gemany: Th efotproduced meager
s and was efctively ridiculed by the grat Dtch rintls Snouc Hurgroeinafrous ricl etiled“Holy Wa: Made i Germany ™

‘Where the Kaiser had filed, Hitler was for a whill remarkably successful.Inlate March 1033, within weekes of Hitler's accession to powr, the Muft of Jerusalem, Haj Amin el Husseini, approached the German consul-general in Jerusalem, Dr. Heizrich Wolf5 and
offered his services. The consul, reporting this offer o Berlin, recommended that it be rejected or a least disregarded. As long as there was any hope of winning over the Britsh Enspire 22 an ally of Germany, there was 1o pointin antagonizing the Britih by forming
links with what was then 2 primarily anti-British movement. [t was not unti afer the Minich Agreements in 1038, when Hifle fnally gave up hope of recrifing the Brish into 2n Aryan alliance with Germazy, that the overtures of the Palestinian leadership were
accepted. From then on and throughout the war years their links were very close, and the mmuft, from his offce on the outskirts of Berlin, played a significant ole i inter-Arab polites. n 1041, with German belp via Vichy-controlled Syria, Rashid *Ali succeeded for 2
while in establishing a pro-/Axis regime in Iraq. He was defeated by Allied troops and went to jointhe mufti in Germany. Even Anwvar Sadat, by his ow admission, worked a: a German spy in British-occupied Egypt.

‘The defeat of Germany and the collapse of the Third Reich and ifs various agencies lef an aching void. As many saw i, i was during the resuling interlude thatin 1948 the Jews were able to setup their state and inflict a bumiliating defeat on the Arab armies that
were sentto prevent it A new pairon and protector,  replacement for the Third Reich, was wrgently needed. I was found i the Soviet Union.

And then came the collapse of the Sovit Union, which leftthe United States as the sole world superpovver. The era of Middle Eastern history that ad been inaugurated by Bonaparte 2nd Nelson was ended by Mikhail Gorbachev and the elder George Bush. At firs it
seemed that the era of imperial rivalry had ended with the withdrawal of both rivals—the Soviet Uion because it could't, the United States because it woulds't play the impertal role. Bist before long events, notably the Iranian Revolution and the wars of the Iragi
dictator Saddam Hussein, forced the United States to involve tself more directly in the affairs of the region. Middle Easterners saw this 2 2 new phase in the old imperial game. Americans did not, and showed that they had neither the desire nor the aptitade for an
imperial ole.

‘Muslim leaders, both in govermment and in oppositin, reacted in different ways to his ner situation. For some, the natural response was to seek 2 new paifon—a successor 10 the Third Reich and the Soviet Union, to whom they might tum for encouragement,
suppor, and belp in the war against the West. The West as 2 power bloc had meanhile moved farther west and now consisted essentialy of the United States, leaving an interesting new possibility for continental Etrope to assume the opposing role. Some Europeans
indeed, sharing for reasons of their own the rancor and hostilit of the Middle East towvard the United States, have shown willingness to accept tis roe. But though they may have the will,they lack the means.

‘The collapse of the Soviet Union, fllowed by the defeat of Saddam Hussein in the Gulf War of 1991, was 2 devastating blow to secular nationalist movements, nofably that of the Palestnians, who once again, 2 in 1045, found themselves bereft of 2 great power
‘atron and helper in their cause. Their Soviet protector was one. Even their Arab financial backers in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, ancered by enthusizstc Palestinian support for Saddam Hussein. for 2 while stopped their subsidies. leaving the Palestinians isolated.
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‘Butthere were cerainy major negatve consequences of empenlem nd more broadly o Westem o European influnce,even i those countriesthat managed o retan thir plticl independence, like Turkey andTan Notabe aong th efects ofmodemizaion are
e srengtheningof ste ssborsty by the reinfrcementofthespparstus of sureilnce, epression,and ndoctiston, s s the same tine te eskening o eliminaon ofhosetermediste poversthat i th raditios)axde e the effectve poer of stocrstc
rler. Socilchange, s the breskdon of o socislrelsionsips and obligaions, brought gest b t e sciey and creted e snd gaping contvats, which moder communicsions ade sl the more visble As i back 1 1832, 3 cute Brith observr, 3
young naalofficer clld Adolphs Slade, soted this ifeence e whst b clld the ol ncbly s the e ol The cld nobily, b i, ived onthei tstes Fr the mew by, the st s their et This remsin rue i s o he reion oy

By the exly tentieth cenury—although a precarous ndependence as rtined by Turkey and Iran and by s remoter counres e Afhanistan, hich at tha time id not seem worth the truble o ivading—almost the entive Mslim word had been
corperstd intothe four Eutopesn empives of Britin, France, R, snd the Nethelands Middle Eater goversnents and facions were forced 1 eam hon 0 play- these ity rival of against cne snther. For e, they played the game it some susces.
Since the Werternaller—Brtain and France and the the United Staes—efectively dominated theregion, Middle Eatemreitrsnarurally Jooked t hose ale’ enemies for support I the Second ord s, the tumed o Germany, i the Cold W, o th Sovier
Unicn.

As ey as 1914, German, then alled with the Ottoman Epv,riedto mobiizereligionsfling arong the Ml subjects of e Brtis,French, and Russian Eupires aginst thei impeial mastrsand threfoe in faor ofGerany. The ffr produced mesger
el and waseffctively ridculed by th gest Dt rentlot S Hurgrone in 3 fssousarcleentrled “Holy War:Made in Germany ™

Wherethe Ksoe ha fuled, Hilr s for & il semarkably sucessil. I e March 1933, within ek of Hilr's sccesion to pove,the Ml of Ferusle, Haj Amin s Hoseis, sppeoached the Germss consl-geneal n Jeruslen, Dr. Hearich Wolf. and
offered ki servaces. The consal,reprting thisoffe o Beri, recommendad that t b rejectedor 5t et dirgarded. A long 8 ther s any hope of winaing over th Brtish Expie s 5 lly of Gemasay,tere was o pot s sxtagonizng the Bt by orming
Hinks with what was then a primarily ansBritich movement. It was not unl afer the Manich Agreements i 1938, when Hite ialy gae up hope ofrecrting the Biih inf an Aryan allance with Geray, that th overtures of e Paestiian eadeship were
accepted. From then on and throughoutthe s years theilnks wer ery los, and the muft, om bisoffic o th ouakirtsof Berl, played a sgaiicant role i ner.Ara poiis. In 1941, with German help via Vicy-conrlled Sy, Raskid ‘Al succeeded 5 2

il etablishing pr- i egian i Irag,He wasdefested by Allied roops snd et t o the i Genmany. Even A Sadst, by hi v admision, worked 513 Gernan tpy i Britchoccupied Egypt

“The defea of Germany and the colaps of the Thid Reichand s vaious agencies et ansching void As many saw i, it wasduring thereuling nterhode tha n 1945 the Jews were ablet st up e state and infict a bumiliting defeat o the Avab armis that
were sett prevent . A e patron and rotctr,  eplacement fxth ThirdReich, was gty neede. I wasfound i the Soviet Union

And then came te colapre of the Sovit Urion, which e the United Sates a3 te ol world superporve,The era of Middle st kistory tht bad beeninugurated by Bozaparteand Nelson wasended by MisdailGorbachev and e elder George Bush, At frt it
e that th er of mperial ivaly had ened with the il of bth ivalo—he Sovit Usion becaus t could', the United Sttes becaus t wouldntplay te imperal ol. But beore long event, otaly the Irnian Revolution snd the wars of the I
ictator Saddam Hossei, foced e United States o invole el moe directy i the afir of e region. Middle Entermers s this 22 new phase i the ol imperal game. American did no, and showed tht ther had neithr he desie ot the aptitde for an
mpeialrle.

sl lesdes, b i govermest snd s cpposition, rescted i cifferet ways o thi e siation. For s, the sl response s 1 sek 3 e o sussessr 0 the Thid Reich snd the Soviet Urice, to whom they might tem for encoursgemest,
suppor, and belp i the war aganst e West Toe et a5 power loc had meanhile moved frher st and now consistedessentally ofthe Uritd Stats eaing a iteresting new posibilty fo continental Eutope to sssum th apposiag role. Some Extopeans
ndeed, shing fosessons of their o the ancorsnd oty ofthe Midle st oward the Unitd Sstes, bave o illingness 0 aceptthi o, Butthoughthey sy e e il they lck he mesns.

“The collpse ofthe Soriet Urion,followed by the defea o Saddam Husein i the Gulf War of 1991, was & devastating blow o secular naticpais moverments, noably tht ofthe Palstinass, who once again, s n 1945, found themslves beret of 8 great pover
oatin and heoer i theircause. Their Sovie rotcts was gone. Even heir Arab financial backers i Kuvait nd Saud Arsbia. angered by exthusiatc Plestinin support for Saddam Hussen, for & while stovped their sbsidie. leaving the Plesinians solated
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conversion from Islam is apostasy—a capita offense for both the one who is misled and the one who misleads him. On this question, the lau is clear and unequivocal. 1 2 Muslim renounces slam, even if 2 new convert revert to his previous fath, the peralty is death.
In modern times the concept and practice of faif, recognizing and denouncing apostasy, has been greatly widened. It is not unusual in extremist and fundamentalit circles o decree that some policy, action, or even uferance by a professing Muslim i tantamount to
apostasy, and to pronounce a death sentence on the culprit. This was the principle invoked in the fawa against Salman Rushdie, the murder of President Sadat and of many others.

‘European acivites in the Islamic lands went through several phases. The first was commercial expansion and, as Muslims see it exploitation of them and thei counfrie, both as markets and as sources of raw materials. Then came armed invasion and conquest, by
which European powwers estblished effective domination over important areas o the [slamic world—the Russians in the Caucasus and Transcaucasian lands and later in Central Asia; the Britsh in India; the Briish and the Dutch in Malaysia and Indonesiz; and in a final
‘phase, the Britsh and French in the Middle East and North Africa. In these places the imperialists ruled fo varying periods—in some, a2 in Southeast Asia and Indis, forcenfuries;in others, as inthe Arab lands of the Middle East,forrelaively short interludes.

In eithe case, they IeRt ther mark. I the Arab world the period of Anglo-French impetal rule began it the French in Algeria (1830) and the Britsh in Aden (1839); continued with the Brish occupation of Egypt (1852) e extension of French control to Tunisia
(1581) and Moroceo (1911) and of Bitish inlueace o the Persian Gulf, and achieved its peak it th division ofthe Oftoman Axab provinces of the Frtle Crescent between the o major West Eutopean Empirs. This ime the newy acquired temtories were not
sizmply annexed, in the traditional style, 2 colonies or dependencies. They were asigned to Britain and France to adiministe 2s mandatory porvers, under the authoity o e League of Nations, with th explicit task of grooming them for independence. This was  very
brief epsode, beginning after World War 1, and ending ater World War 1T, when the mandates were terminated nd the mandated teritries became independext. The geate part o the Arabian peninsla remained outside the imperil domaios.

Neverthelessthe impact of imperialiam was seen s immense and, in the eyes of most people in the regio, wholly barmfhl. The impact and the damage were both no doulbt considerable, but probably less extensive and less one-sided than the nationalist mythologies
would have it. There were afer all some benefits—infrastructure, public services, educational systems, as well 2s some social changes, notably the aboliion of slavery and the considerable reduction though not elimination of polygamy. The confrasts can be seen very
clearly by comparing the countries that suffered under the imperial yoke, like Egypt and Algeria, with those that ever lost their independence, ke Arabia 2nd Afghanistan. In Sadi Arabia universiies were late and few. At the present day, or an estimated population of
21 millon, there ae eight universities—one more than the seven instiutions of higher education estzblished by the Pelestinians since the Iraeli occupation of th teritories in 1967. Slavery was not abolished by law in Saudi Arabia until 1962, and the subjugation of
women remains in full efect.

‘But there were certainly major negative consequences of imperialism 2nd more broadly of Wester or European influence, even in those countries that managed to retai their politcal independence, e Turkey and Iran. Notable among the effects of modernization are
the strengthening of state authority by the reinforcement of the apparafus of surveilance, repression, and indoctrination, and at the same fime the weakening or elimination of those intermediate porwers that i the traditional order imited the effective power of autocratic
rulers. Social change, and the breakdown of ol social relationships and obligations, brough great harm to the society and created new and gaping confrasts, which modem communications made all the more visible. As far back 22 1832, an acute Britsh observer, a

youngnaval offcer called Adophus Sade,noted tis iffernce beten what h calldth od nobilty and the new bty The old nobilty, b said,ived on thei estates. Forthe e nobilty, th tte s her etate. This remain rue in much o th regiontoday.

By the carly twentet century—altough a precarious ndependence was etained b Tukey and Ira and by some remote counties i Afshanistan, which at that i id ot seem wort the troubl of invading—alost th entire Mislim word had been
incorporated ot th fou Eutopean epres of Brtai, France, Russa, an the Netherands. Middle Easters govermments and facions were fored o leam bow to play these mighy ivls off against e ancher. For a e, they played the game with some sucess.
Sizce the Western allies—Britan and France and then the United States—efectively dominated th segion, Middle Easer esistes narally loked t thoseale’ enemies o support.Inthe Second Workd Wa,they turned fo Gemanys inthe Cold Wt o the Soviet
Union.

As ey a5 1914, Germans, then allid it the Otoman Empie, tried o mobiliz religousfeling amongthe Muli sbjects o the Briih, French, and Rusian Epire aganst theis imperal masters an therefore i fvorof Gemany: Th efotproduced meager
s and was efctively ridiculed by the grat Dtch rintls Snouc Hurgroeinafrous ricl etiled“Holy Wa: Made i Germany ™

‘Where the Kaiser had filed, Hitler was for a whill remarkably successful.Inlate March 1033, within weekes of Hitler's accession to powr, the Muft of Jerusalem, Haj Amin el Husseini, approached the German consul-general in Jerusalem, Dr. Heizrich Wolf5 and
offered his services. The consul, reporting this offer o Berlin, recommended that it be rejected or a least disregarded. As long as there was any hope of winning over the Britsh Enspire 22 an ally of Germany, there was 1o pointin antagonizing the Britih by forming
links with what was then 2 primarily anti-British movement. [t was not unti afer the Minich Agreements in 1038, when Hifle fnally gave up hope of recrifing the Brish into 2n Aryan alliance with Germazy, that the overtures of the Palestinian leadership were
accepted. From then on and throughout the war years their links were very close, and the mmuft, from his offce on the outskirts of Berlin, played a significant ole i inter-Arab polites. n 1041, with German belp via Vichy-controlled Syria, Rashid *Ali succeeded for 2

while in establishing 2 pro-AAxis regime in Iraq, He was defeated by Alied toops and went to jointhe mufti in Germany. Even Anvar Sadat, by his own admission, worked a3 a German spy in British-oceupied Egypt

‘The defeat of Germany and the collapse of the Third Reich and ifs various agencies lef an aching void. As many saw i, i was during the resuling interlude thatin 1948 the Jews were able to setup their state and inflict a bumiliating defeat on the Arab armies that
were sentto prevent it A new pairon and protector,  replacement for the Third Reich, was wrgently needed. I was found i the Soviet Union.

And then came the collapse of the Sovit Union, which leftthe United States as the sole world superpovver. The era of Middle Eastern history that ad been inaugurated by Bonaparte 2nd Nelson was ended by Mikhail Gorbachev and the elder George Bush. At firs it
seemed that the era of imperial rivalry had ended with the withdrawal of both rivals—the Soviet Uion because it could't, the United States because it woulds't play the impertal role. Bist before long events, notably the Iranian Revolution and the wars of the Iragi
dictator Saddam Hussein, forced the United States to involve tself more directly in the affairs of the region. Middle Easterners saw this 2 2 new phase in the old imperial game. Americans did not, and showed that they had neither the desire nor the aptitade for an
imperial ole.

‘Muslim leaders, both in govermment and in oppositin, reacted in different ways to his ner situation. For some, the natural response was to seek 2 new paifon—a successor 10 the Third Reich and the Soviet Union, to whom they might tum for encouragement,
suppor, and belp in the war against the West. The West as 2 power bloc had meanhile moved farther west and now consisted essentialy of the United States, leaving an interesting new possibility for continental Etrope to assume the opposing role. Some Europeans
indeed, sharing for reasons of their own the rancor and hostilit of the Middle East towvard the United States, have shown willingness to accept tis roe. But though they may have the will,they lack the means.

The collase of e et Union, olloed by the defeat f Saddam Fissin i e Gulf War of 199, was a devastating ot seular aoralist moverments, otably s of o Pelesinians, o once agai,as i 1945, found hemseles beretof gt power
patron nd hlpe i thi cuse. Tees Soviet prtectoswas gone. Even s Avab fancielbackers i Kuvaltand S A, asgered by etasiastic Pelestinia suppot for Saddam Hussen, for a whil sspped hessubsidie, leaving e Plestians
impovershd, and enfetled. s i ittt forced et i o ushiksbleand ener o  pece proses wih el The PLO was rescue, i fodamentlist e gnomiiou by the Armricass e the el and duced 0 e o  demaming
Galogue wit el

Allthi gave greater plausibility to the fundamentalists view of the world, and greater appealto their case. They—and notably Usema bin Ladin—interpreted the collapse of the Soviet Union in a different way. In thei percepion it was they, not America, that had won.
the Cold War.In their eyes, the Soviet Union was not the benign helper in the common strugele against the Jews and the Western imperialists but rather the fountzinhead of atheism and unbelie, the oppressor of many millions of Muslim subjects, and the invader of
Afghanistan, As they saw it not implausibly, it was their strugele in Afghanistan that had defeated the mighty Red Army and driven the Soviets to defeat and collapse. Having disposed of the more ferocious and more dangerous of the o infdel superporwers, their next
fask was to deal with the ofher, the United States, and in this war the compromisers were tools and agents of the infidl enemy. For a variety of ressons, the Islamic fimdamentalits believed that fighting America would be  simpler and easier task. In ther view, the
‘United States had become morally commupt,sociall degenerate, and i consequence, politcaly and militaril enfesbled. This perception has an interestng history:

< >

©

e
H




image11.png
@ B | TmesNewR -

File  Home Insert Draw Design Layout References Mailings Review View Help

PFind ~
Normal NoSpacg  Heading 1 Headng2 | [t]e@ Subtitle  Subrle Emphas | Replace

D~ I Times NewRoman ~[12 | A' A | Aa~ | Ay
o pare (2 BIQvebx,x'AvﬁvAvE]

¥ < Format Painter

Undo Clipboard ® Font 5 Paragraph ® Styles " Edting Voice | Editor ReuseFiles

L = . . u . 2 . 3 . 0 . B . s

=]

- Usicn.

Dictste  Edtor  Reuse
I Select~ Files

A eaty 5 1914, Germany, thenalied withthe Otunan Empie ried o mobiliz eligious feling asong te Musli subjcts o th Briish, French,and Russan Epies against her iperial masers nd thesfor n favor of Germany. Th efotproduced meager
el and waseffctively ridculed by th grest Dt rentlot S Hurgrone in 3 fssousarcleestrled “Holy War:Made in Germany ™

- Wherethe Ksse ha fuled, Hiler s for & il semarkablysucessl. I e March 1933, within ek ofHilr's sccesion to pove,the Ml of Ferusle, Haj Amin s Hosseis, sppeoached te Germss consl-geneal n Jeruslen, Dr. Hearich Wolf. and
offered ki servaces. The consal,reprting this offe o Beri, recommended that t b rejectedor 5t et dorgarded. A long 8 ther s any hope of winaing overth Brtish Expie s 50 lly of Gemasay,tere was o pot s sxtagonizng the Bt by orming
Hinks with what was then a prmarily ansBritch movement. It was not unl afer the Manich Agreements i 1938, when Hier ialy gae up hope ofrecruting the Biih int an Aryan allance with Geruay, that th overtures of te Paestiian eadeship were
accepted. From then on and throughoutthe wa years theilnkswer ery clos, and the muft, om bisoffic o th ouakirsof Berl,played a sgaificant role i ner.Ara poiis. In 1941, with German help via Vicy-conrlled Sy, Raskid ‘Al succeeded 5 2

" il etablishing pr- i egian i Irag,He wasdefested by Allied roops snd et t o the i Genmany. Even A Sadst, by b v admision, worked 513 Germsan tpy i Britchoccupied Egypt

“The defea of Germany and the colaps of the Thid Reichand s vaious agencies et ansching void As many saw i, it was during thereuling ntchode tha n 1943 the Jews were ablet st up e state and infict a bumiliting defent o the Avab armis that
were sett prevent . A e patron and rotctr,  eplacement fxth ThirdReich, wasusgety neede. I was found i the Soviet Union

i And the came th cllapse of th Soviet Union, whichIfthe United State ath sle world sperpower. Th er of Mddle Easten ity tha had been naugurated by Bonapareand Nelson was ended by Mikhil Gorbacher and th elder George B, AL, it
e that th er of imperial rivaly had ened with the il of bt ivalo—he Sovit Usion because t conld' the Unitd States becaus t wouldtplay the imperal rol. Bt bfore o eveats, cotably- the Irsnian Revolutin and the arsofthe Iraqh
ictator Saddam Hossei, forced e United States o invole el moe directy in the afirs of e region. Middle Entermers s tis 22 new phase i the ol imperal game. American did no, nd showed tht ther had neithr he desie ot the aptitde for an
mpeialrle.

Maslim leaders, boh n goversmert and n spposion, reactd i dfferet ways o this e siatin. For some, the naral response 2 1 sek 3 ne paron— uccensr 10 the Third Reich and the Soviet Unicn to whom they might frm for encoursgement,
support, and help i the war aganst the Vet The et s a porver bloc had meamhile moved frthes west and now consistedessentally ofthe Unitd Sates leing a iteesting ew posibilty fo coninental Europeto assum th apposing fole. Some Europeans
ndeed, shing fosessons o their o the ancorsnd oty ofthe Midle st oward the Unitd Sstes, bave o illingness 0 aceptthi o, Butthoughthey msy e the il they lck he mesns.

“The collapse ofthe Soviet Union, followed by the defeat o Saddam Hussein inthe Gulf e of 1991, was a devastating blow 0 secula natipais moverments,noably that of the Palestiniass, who once agan, 2 i 1945, found themslves beretofa great power
oation and heoer i theircause. Their Sovie rotcts was 2oae. Even heir Arab financial backersin Kuvait nd Saud Arsbia. angered by exthusiatc Plestinin support for Saddam Hussen, for & while stovped their sbsidie. leaving the Plesinians solated

< >

mpoverisbed, ad enfeebed It was tis sivation that forced them 1 ik th unthinkable and exter 0 3 pece process withIael The PLO was rescued, i fdamestals eesignomizousy, b the Americassaed th Irals, and induced 10 exter ito 3 demeasing
alogee wih iael

All i gave greate plausbily t the ondamecralit” e of e workd, and reser appen t thew case. They—snd notably Usama bin Ladim—intrpreted he collpse ofthe Soviet Union 1 3 ifleent way. I thes percepton it wasthey, ot America hat had wom

i the Celd War In thei s, the Soviet Usicm s nct he berign blpe i the common srugel agaisst the Jewssnd te Westersimperilsts bt rthr the foumtainbend ofatheom ad b, th cppresor o mamy s of M sebjects, and the e of
Afghanivan As ey s i, ot mplausibly, 1w o sTuggle i Afghanisan that had defened the mighty Red Arny snd diiven the Soviets o defea od colape, Having dispoved of the more frocions and more dangerous f th o infidel sperponen, et pext
s was  deal it the ctber, the Unitd Ssts, and i this war the compromiers e ool a5 gectsof e nfidel eneny: Fr 8 varety of ressoe, th Ilamic fdamenalint believed that fghting America woeld be 8 impler snd esier tak s e iew,the
United Staten bad become morally cormap,soially degeserte, and in coosequence,poitcll and mlanly enfeebled. This peception bas aa ersting iy
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CHAPTERIV

DISCOVERING AMERICA

For  long time, remarkably ltle was known sbout America in the lands of slam. At is,the voyages of dscovery aroused some interest—the only surviving copy of Christopher Columbus's own map of America i 2 Turkish ranslaion and adaptaton, stll preserved in
the Topkapi Palace Museum in Itanbul. A sixteenth.century Turkish geographer's account of th discovery of the New World, etitled The Hstory of Western Indla, was ome of the frst books prnted in Turkey—in the cighteenth century. But inerest was minimal, and
‘ot much was said sbout America in Turkish, Arabic, or other Maslim languages until a elatively late date. The American Revolution, unlike the French Revolution 2 few years later, passed almost unmoticed and was seen, if at 2, as 2 familartype of insuection. A
Morocean ambassador who was in Spain a th time wrote what must suely be the firs Argbic account of the American Revolution:

“The Englch Ambassado 1o Spai becauss o e war i brks ot bewee e Spaniards ad he gl Th caue o i e ht e peopl of Amarica e subfects o e Engli king and s 0 e rvens whic b collctedfom e b wassongerhan all s dhr Crisian peopls 13 5 b mcessed
2 e of e nd mposts upontham, nd et e i dn e compeled hem o pay o nc s utomary. T e Ffsd and h ke i 352 e oy 3 4 10 B o bt 04 0 pose. s (s on them. This e rfusd and iy rose i rdelonsganst i,
sesing idspandsnce The Fench belpad then n i sbelion against e Engls, hopng i 5y 0 e and ek he gl g beceus 5 as e SUgs f e diffeen races ofChristas o s s

‘The sultan of Morocco siged a treaty of riendship wit the Uited States in 1787, and thereafer the ner republic had a number of dealings, some iendly, some hostile, mosly commercial, all of them limited, vith other Mislim sates.

‘The first recorded mention of America s a politial symbol in the Tlamic world was in Itazbul on July 14, 1793, when the newly arrved ambassador of e French Republic held a publc celebration culminating in @ sate of guns fom to French ships moored at
Seraglio point. According to the ambassador's report, they hoised the colors of the Ottoman Empire, of the French and American Republics, and “those of a few other powers who had not soiled their ars in the impious league of tyzants " A subsequent French
ambassador in Istanbul, General Aubertdu Bayet, later Dubayet), who arved in 1796, 52 imself n 2 sense an American, having been borm in Neww Orleans and fought in the army ofte United Sates. He devoted some effor o spreading the ideas of te revoluton in
Turkey.

‘But these were French, not American enterprises, and while the ideas of the French Revolution reverberated in Turkish, Arabic, 2nd other thought and letters through the nineteenth century, the American Revolution, and the American Republic to which it gave birth,
Sor g remained umnoticed and even unknovwn Even the growing American presence—merchants, consuls, missionaies, 2 teachers—aroused litle or o curiosity, nd i elmost unmentioned i the erature and the newspapersofthe time. Textbooks of geography;
‘ol ransated or adapted from Eunopeancrginals, include brieffctual accounts ofthe Westers Hemsisphere; the newspapers nclude 2 fe scatred refernces o events n the United States,usuallyreferrd to by & formn f s French name, Eraz U, in Arabic /0 2
1T or something ofth sor. & school texthook published in Egypt i 1933, translsted fom French and adapted by the famous writer and ranslator Sheikh Rifa' Raf al-Tatas (1801-1873) adds 2 bref description ofthe 18 48 T s a sate (drnl) composed of
severalzegions (1% ), ssembled i one repubic i the land of Norh America s inhabitants ar ribes who came ... fom England and ook posession of that lnd. Then they feed themselves fom the graspofthe English and became fee and independent on their

‘v This country is among the greatest civlized countries in America, and in it worship in all aths and religious communites is permitied. The seat of ifs government is 2 town called Washington "2 The concluding sentences are remarkable.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, somenvkat more atentionis gven to America i textbooks and encyclopedias on the one hand and newspapers on the other, bt it i stll very imited, and seems to have been i the main confined to the nonMuslim
‘minorities. References to America i the general literature area are on the whle nifher posiive nor negative but brifly descriptive. Missionaries were of course motlked in Muslim circles, but otherwisethere seems to have been no mistrust, sl less hatred. After the
‘end of the Civil War, some unemployed American officers even found careers i the service of Maslim rules, helping them to modernize their armies. American missionaries, though forbidden to proseltize Muslims, were able to furm some Orthodox Chisians info
Presbyterians znd, more importan, to provide modem secondary and higher education to growing mumbers of boys and late gils, at first from the mincrites, eventually fom among the Muslims. Some of the graduates of these schools even went o the United States, to
continue their education in American colleges and universites. These {00, to begin with, came mainly from Clristian mincrites; they were followed in due course by increasing numbers of heir Moslim compatriots, some of them even funded by the governments of their
countries.

‘The Second World War, the oil industry, and postiar developments brought many Americans to the Islamic lands; increasing mumbers of Muslims also came to America, at frs as students, then as teachers, businessmen, or other visitors, eventually as immigrants.
Cinema and later television brought the American way of ife o at any rate 2 certain version of i, before countless millons to whom the very name of America had previously been meaningless or unknown. A wide range of American products, particularly in the
immediate postiar years, when European competition was vitualy eliminated and Jzpanese competition had not et arisen, reached into the remotest markets ofthe Maslim world, wirning new customers and, perhaps more importan, creating new tstes and ambitions.
For some, America represeated feedom and justice 2nd opportunity. For many more, it represented wealth and power and success, 2 2 ime whe these qualites were notregarded as sins or crimes.

And then came the great change, when the Jeaders of a widespread and widening religious revival sought out and identified their enemies as the enemies of God, and gave them “a local habitation 2nd 2 name’ i the Wester Hemisphere. Suddenly, or s0 it seemed,
America had become the archenamy, the incarvation of evl, the diabolic opponent of al thatis good, and specifically, for Muslizs, of slam. Why?

Among the componexts in the mood of nt-Americanim were cetain ntllctual influences coming fom Euzope. Ore of these was fom Gemmany, here 2 negative view of America formed part of & sl of thougs,including viters s diverse as Rainer Maria
Rilke, Osvald Spengler, Erust Junger, and Martin Heidegeer. In this percsption, Ameria was th ultimate example of civlzaton without culture; rich and comortable, mteraly advanced but solles and artificial; ssembled or 2 best constnucted, ot grons;
‘meckanical not organic;technologially complex but witout the spiialit and vitlt ofthe rooted, uman,rational cultures ofthe Gemmans and other “authentic”peoples Geruan pilosophy and partcalary the plosophy of educaton enjoyed 2 considerable vogue
esaong Arah and some other Muslim intelectuls i the 1930s and early 19405, and his plosophic auti-Americanismn was pat of the message, The Nz version of Germuan ideologies wasinfluential in ationalit circles, notably emong the ounders and llowers of the
Ba'th Party in Syri and Iraq. Aterthe French suender to Germany i June 1940, the French mandated teritoiesof Syria nd Lebanon emained under the controlofthe Vichy auhortes and were therefor readily ccessible tothe Gemmans,serving as 2 base for their
actvities inthe Arsb world. Notable among these was the ttsapt—or a while successful—o estabish 2 pro-Naziregime in Iraq. The oundation o the Ba'th Pary dstes rom thi perod. These aciviies ended with the Britsh (and Free French) oceupation of Syria-
Lebason n July 1941, butthe Ba'th Party and its distincive ideologis suvived.
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‘Sersglio peist. According o e smbasssder'sseport, Sy hoitedth colos o the Ottossan Espie, ofth Foench snd Asmeicss Republcs, s “thos of & e ther porers e b st ol their s i he smpics Lesgue of st ™ A sbsequest Frenca

ambascador i tanbul, General Aubert du Bayer (aes Dubayet, who arved n 1796, was bimelf in 2 sense an Amercan, Baving bee bor i New Orleans and fought i the arny of e United St He devoted some offort spreading he idas of e evolution
Tt

Butthese were French, ot Amerian eeprses, nd il the ideas o the French Revolutionrevberated in ki, Arbic, 254 othe tought an Jters trough the inetenth centry, he Amercan Revolution, a4 the American Republic 1 which it gave birh,
o long emsined mnticed snd evenunknon. Even the groving Ameicepresence—merchants, consal, msscnsnes, snd eachers—ssoused il o 50 urosty, s i shsoet umestioned in the erstivesnd the espspersofthe time. Texthocksof geogaphy
‘mosly wansated o adpred foe: Eopean orgicals ncude biffacrual acsount o th Westen Hemispher; e espapersinclude a fes scarered refrences o evects i th Uited Sttes, ualy refered fo by  form of s French name, Fra Un, i Arabi 1 2
1 nT o someting o the sot A schooltextbook publishd i Egrpt n 1833, ranslated rom Freoch and adapted by the famous witerand anslator Sheikh Rif'a Raial Tabtaw(1S01-1573) adds 2 brefdescription f th 1 21 uT “as st (davla) composed of
seveal sgions (g/F ), sssebld n e epubl i e s of Nort A s ichabitnts s bes who came . o Englnd sndtook posesicn o st lend. Thes her Seed temssives o the grsp o the g s became e s independent oo their

v Thiscoumy i smong the grestestcvlizedcoumties i Ameic.and i worski i ol 5 s rlgios communitie i permited.The sest ot govermment i o sled Washington ™ The conchsding sesences sreremarksble

Inthe ate nineeenth and exly entieh ceptre, somenhat more atetio s given t Ameic i texthooks and encyclopedia 8 the coehand and nespapers o the other, butt s sl very limited, ad seems 9 hare been i the man confined t the pon Maslim
‘minorties Referescesto Americs i he gemers eratue e sz on the wholeneshr posiive o negsive b by deseptve. Msicnsres wer ofcoure ot Hked i sl cirls, bt thervis har sess o e been 50 misrs, sl e btrd. At
end ofte Cil War, some unemployed Amencan oficers even found careers i he serace ofMaslm rolers, helping theto modermiz et amie. America misiomaris though fobidden to proslytize Miuslims, were able to fum ome Onodor Chistians x>
Presbytersns snd. more importatto provade moders secondary snd higherediestion 1 groving mumbersof by snd e g, St o the minorties, ety Som smong the Ml Sommeof e graduste of hese el even et o the Unied Sate, £
contiase ther education in Amerian colleges and wiveries. Toese 50, 0 begi wit,came mainly rom Cersian mimorties; the were followed  d coure by ocreasing uzmbers ofteiMasincompatrio, some of themeven funded b th govertment o it
-

Tae Second Workd War, th ol iy, and poear dvelopaments brought many Americans t th Ilamic lands; icressing mumbers of Musliznssso came t America, 2 it 23 sudens, ten 2 teschers, businessne, or the vsor, eventully 2s immigras,
(e d ltrteleiion brought the American ay of f, o at sy rate 3 ceti verion o it,befre covtless millioss to Whom th very mame of Americ had reviously been meaingles o urkmon. A wide rnge of American prodcts, particalrly i the
mmadite postaryesr, when Europeen compeiion wes il lmmstedsnd Jpsness commpetison hadnot vt e, ressed s the remotes ket ot sl worl, wisming e custorsrssnd, prksps e Bnperas, cesing e st s ambiens.
Fer ome, Amenca reresemed freedom nd usice 5 opportmy: For man more, o epreseted wealh and power and sacees, 2 tme hen e qualites vere et regarded s s o e

A the came the et chang, hen e esder of 8 widesprend s widening seliiousrevival s9ugh oot s e thei enemis s the enemies of God,and e thems s Lol habiaion snd s name” i the Westen Hessinphere. Suenly,or 30t sesmed,
‘Americabad become the archenemy, th incamation o vl th diabolic opponen of althais good, and specificaly fo Musizs,of . Why?

Armong the components i the mood of ot Americanism were ceran nelecul nflucucescoming rom Eutope. One of hese wasfom Germany, where @ Begative vie of America frmed patof 8 sehool of though, incling wrier a diverse a Rainer Maria
Rulke, Osvald Spesglr, Erut Finger, 3nd Martin Heidegger. I thispesception, Ammeric was the ulimste exsaple of cilizsion without caltic, ik and comforsble, materilly advasced bt solless ssd srificial: sssmbled o 3t best comsrcted, 2t grovs:.
‘meckanica ot organc echmologeally comple but ot the spruality a5 ity of e rooted, buman,eatioal ulures of the Germas a other “authenic” peopes. Gernan plsophy and parscularly e pllsophy of education enjoed a considrabe sogue
smong Arsh snd some ofher Moz ntellecual i the 1930sand sy 1940, nd s phlosopbic at-Amercanim s st of the messag. The Nez verion of Gernan deslogiesas infloestisl i aionaliscircles, nosbly amon the funders and llowers of e
Bsth Py in Sy s s e the French senr to Germsany i Jone 1940, French mandted temitoiesof Sy snd L ehenon emained e the conol o the Vichy shonties s were thefor resdly sccesibl o the Gernan,seving o 8 basefr thix
aciities i the Arab world. Notable armong these was e aiempt—ior a while successfu—to esabi a pro-Naziregme in Iaq. The foundation ofthe Ba'th Pany daes from tis peiod. Theseactiiis ended with th Brth (and Free French)occupaton of Syria-
Lebsncn i Jul 1941, bt the Bt Partysnd s cisinctiveideclogiessrvived
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‘The theme of American artifcialiy and lack of a gemnine nationl identity like that of the Arabs oceurs requently in the writings of the Bath Party and is oc-casionally invoked by Saddam Hussein, for example in a speech of Jamuary 2002, As the wars—he Second
‘World War, then the Cold War—continued, and American leadership of the West became more obrious, the American share of the resulting haired became more significant.

After the collapse of the Third Reich 2nd the ending of German influence, another power and another philosophy, even more anti-American, took its place—the Soviet version of Marvism, with its denunciation of Wester capitalism, and of America as its most
advanced and dangerous form. The fact thatthe Russians ruled, vwith no light hand, over the vast Asian empire conquered by the czers and reconquered by the Soviets did not prevent them from posing, with considersble success, a2 the champions and sponsors of the
anti-imperialist movements that swept through the world after World War IT, notably but not exclusively in the Middle East. In 1045, 0 it seemed at the fime, socialism was the wave of the fuure. In Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union had triumphed on the batlefield In
‘Western Europe, the Britsh Labor Party defeated even the great Winston Churchill n he general election of 1945, Various forms of socialism were eagerly embraced by governments and movements all over the Arab world.

‘But though these foreign sponsors and imported philosophies provided material help and intellectual expression for anti-Westernism and anti-Americanism, they did not case it and certainly they do not explain the widespread axti-Westernism that made so many, in
the Middle East and elsexvhere in the Islamic world,receptive to such ideas. It must surely b clear that what won support for such totally diverse doetrines was not Nazi ace theory, which can have had ltl appeal for Arabs, or Soviet aheist Communism, which has no.
appeal for Muslims, but rather their basic ant-Westernism. Nazism and Communism were the main forces opposed to the West, both as a way of lfe and 2 a powwer in the world, and a2 such they could count on the sympathy or even the collaboration of those who saw in
the West their principal enemy.

‘But why? If we tum from the general to the specific, there is 5o lack of individual policies and actions, puraued and taken by individusl Westemn governments, that kave aroused the passiorate anger of Middle Easten and other Ilamic peoples, expressed in their
‘various struggles—to win independence from foreign rule or domination; o fre resources, notably oil, Fom foreign exploitation; o oust rules and regimes seen as agents or imitafors of the West. Yt all to0 often, when these policies are abandoned and the problems
resolved, there i at best only a local and temporary alleviation. The British le&t Egype, the French left Algeria, both lef thei other Arab possessions, the morarchies were overthrow in Iraq and in Egypt, the westernizing shab left Iran, the Westem oil companies
relinquished control of the oil well that they kad discovered and developed, and contented themselves with the best arrangements they could make with the governments of these counries—yet the generalized resentment of the fmdzmentalits and other exfremists
against the West remains and grows and is not appeased.

‘Perhaps the most frequently cited example of Western inerference and of ifs consequences s the overthrow of e Mosaddeq govermment in Iran in 1953. The crisis began when the popular nationalistleader Mosaddeq decided, with general supportin the couny, to
‘natioralize the oil companies, and in particular the most important of them, the Anglo-Iranian Compary. Certainly, the terms under which this and other concessionry oil companies operated were righly seen as both unequal and unfavorable. For example, the Anglo-
Iranian oil company paid more in taxes o the British govemment than in royaltes to the government of ran. The United States became involved firs as an ally of Briain and then, increasingly, through fear of Soviet nvolvement on the side of Mosaddeq's govermment.
‘The American and British governments therefore decided, allegedly in agreement with the shak, to getrid of Mosaddeq by means of a coup d'état. At first, the coup did not go very well. Mosaddeq simply arested the shalys messenger and ordered the artest of General
Zaheds, the leader of the coup and the intended head of the shal's new governmen. For a while Mosaddeq's supporters and members of the Tudeh Communist Party held mass demonstrations in the sireet, denouncing both the shah and bis father and crying, “Yankees.
‘20 home.” The shah himself fled with his wifeto Iraq, where he met secrtly with the U.S. ambassador, and then few on o Rome.

‘Meanvhile the demonstrations in Tebran changed in character Previously they had al been against the shah; now they began to favor him, and in particularthe military appeared in the sireets supporting the shah. After 2 series of demonsirations, Mosaddeq was
overthronn and Zahedi replaced bim 2 prime miniser. On August 19, 1953, the news reached the shah in a tlegram fom AP: “Tebran: Mosaddeq overthrown. Imperial troops control Tebran. Zahed Prime Minister™” Soon afer, the shah returmed to Tehran and resumed
Bis trone.

‘The aftermath, by the standards of the regior, was remarkably mild. The foreign minister of Mosaddeq’s government was execrted and 2 mumber of his supporters sentenced to imprisonment. Mosaddeq himself was put on trial and sentenced to three years” house
arvest. After his release in August 1956 he lived under guard on bis estate until 1967. Because of the active intervention of the American CIA and the Briish MI6 in the overthrorw of the egime and the refurn of the shak, the shah was regarded by sigrificant groups of his
subjects a5 at first 2 Britsh, then an American puppet,

1£50, the puppeteers were neither reliable nor eSicient. When the Iranian Revolution came in 1979, neithr the Britsh nor the Americans did anyhing to save the shah fom overthrorv. The U.S. adiminisiration 2 th fime not only provided no belp but made it clea that
they had no inention of doing anything. Even more dramaticaly, they for 2 while refused the shah and his family asyhum in the Urited States. The shah fled Tebran in mid-January 1979 and flew via Egypt o Morocco, where he stayed briefly as 2 guest of the king. But
the king of Moroceo had ofher concerns, notzbly a meeting of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which he was to hostin Rabat in ealy April King Hassan therefore asked the shah to leave not laterthan March 30. The shah informed the U.S. ambassador that
e would now lie to accept President Carter's offer of asylum, only to discover that that offe had been withdran, apparently in the belif tha establshing good relations with the new ulers of Iran took precedence over granfing asyhum to the shab and his family. The.
‘United Statesrelented only when the shah was dying and in acute need of medical care. On October 22, 1970, the shah was informed that he could proceed to the Urited States. He amived in Nerw York early the next moming and went sraight o the hospital. Becoming.
‘aware that his presence was causing problems tothe United States, i spite of bis serious llness he lef the country and went to Panam, where he narrowly escaped extradition to ran, and from Panam he retumed to Egype, where he died in 1950.

Different groups in the region drex fvo lessons from these events—one, that the Americans were willing t0 use both force and inrigue to instal o restoretheir puppet rulers in Middle Eastern counfries; the other, thatthey were not relgble patrons when these puppets
were seriously attacked by their own people, and would simply abandon them. The one evoked hatred, the ofher contempt—a dangerous combination.

Clearl, something desper is involved than these specific grievances, mumerous and important s they may be, something deeper which furns every disagreement into a problem and makes every problem insoluble. WWhat we confFont now is not just 2 complaint about
e or another American policy bt rather a rejection 2nd condemnation, at once angry and contemptuous, of ll hat America is seen t represent inthe modern world.

Akey figure in the development of these new atitudes was Sayyid Qutb, an Egypian who became 2 leading ideologue of Muslim fundamentalism and an active member of the fundamentalit organization known as the Muslim Brothers. Bom in a villsge in Upper Egypt
n 1906, he studied in Cairo and for some years worked as 2 teacher and then 2 an offical in the Egyptizn Minisry of Education. In that capacity he was sent on  special study mission to the United States, where he stayed fom November 1948 to August 1950. His
fundamentalist activism and writing began very soon afier his return from America to Egypt. Afer the military coup of July 1952, he at frst maintained close relations with the so-called Free Offcers, but he parted company with thern as bis slamist teachings clashed
with ther secularist policies. After several brushes wih the authorites, he was sentenced, in 1953, o ffteen years” imprisonment. As a esult of an ntercession on bis behalf by President Arif of raq, he was released in 1964, and ke published one of his major works, M

G lomT LT q (Signposis on the W), later that year. On August 9, 1963, he was arrested again, this time on charges of treason and, specifcally, of planning the assassination of President Nasser. After a summary trial he was sentenced to death on August 21, 1966.

‘The sentence was carried out ight day later.

Sayyid Quib's stay in the Uited States seems to have been a crucial period inthe development of his ideas concerning the elations between Islam and the outside world and, more particularly, within itself. The State of Israel had just been established and survived by
Sghting and winning the first of a series of Arab-lsrael wars. This was a time when the world was becoming aware of the near fota destruction of the Jews in Nazi-ruled Europe, and public opinion in America, as in much of the world, was overwhelmingly on the lracli
side. The wartime relationship befuveen the Third Reich and prominent Arab leaders such s the Muf of Jerusalem and Raskid “Ali of raq was also n the news, and popular sympathy went naturally to those seen as Hiler's victims inthelr strugele to escape destruction
oy Hitler's ccomplices. Sayyid Qutb was shocked by thelevel of supportin America for what he saw a3 a Jewish onslaught on Islam, with Clristizn compliciy.
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‘20 home.” The shah himself fled with his wifeto Iraq, where he met secrtly with the U.S. ambassador, and then few on o Rome.

‘Meanvhile the demonstrations in Tebran changed in character Previously they had al been against the shah; now they began to favor him, and in particularthe military appeared in the sireets supporting the shah. After 2 series of demonsirations, Mosaddeq was
overthronn and Zahedi replaced bim 2 prime miniser. On August 19, 1953, the news reached the shah in a tlegram fom AP: “Tebran: Mosaddeq overthrown. Imperial troops control Tebran. Zahed Prime Minister™” Soon afer, the shah returmed to Tehran and resumed
Bis trone.

‘The aftermath, by the standards of the regior, was remarkably mild. The foreign minister of Mosaddeq’s government was execrted and 2 mumber of his supporters sentenced to imprisonment. Mosaddeq himself was put on trial and sentenced to three years” house
arvest. After his release in August 1956 he lived under guard on bis estate until 1967. Because of the active intervention of the American CIA and the Briish MI6 in the overthrorw of the egime and the refurn of the shak, the shah was regarded by sigrificant groups of his
subjects a5 at first 2 Britsh, then an American puppet,

1£50, the puppeteers were neither reliable nor eSicient. When the Iranian Revolution came in 1979, neithr the Britsh nor the Americans did anyhing to save the shah fom overthrorv. The U.S. adiminisiration 2 th fime not only provided no belp but made it clea that
they had no inention of doing anything. Even more dramaticaly, they for 2 while refused the shah and his family asyhum in the Urited States. The shah fled Tebran in mid-January 1979 and flew via Egypt o Morocco, where he stayed briefly as 2 guest of the king. But
the king of Moroceo had ofher concerns, notzbly a meeting of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which he was to hostin Rabat in ealy April King Hassan therefore asked the shah to leave not laterthan March 30. The shah informed the U.S. ambassador that
e would now lie to accept President Carter's offer of asylum, only to discover that that offe had been withdran, apparently in the belif tha establshing good relations with the new ulers of Iran took precedence over granfing asyhum to the shab and his family. The.
‘United Statesrelented only when the shah was dying and in acute need of medical care. On October 22, 1970, the shah was informed that he could proceed to the Urited States. He amived in Nerw York early the next moming and went sraight o the hospital. Becoming.
‘aware that his presence was causing problems tothe United States, i spite of bis serious llness he lef the country and went to Panam, where he narrowly escaped extradition to ran, and from Panam he retumed to Egype, where he died in 1950.

Different groups in the region drex fvo lessons from these events—one, that the Americans were willing t0 use both force and inrigue to instal o restoretheir puppet rulers in Middle Eastern counfries; the other, thatthey were not relgble patrons when these puppets
were seriously attacked by their own people, and would simply abandon them. The one evoked hatred, the ofher contempt—a dangerous combination.

Clearl, something desper is involved than these specific grievances, mumerous and important s they may be, something deeper which furns every disagreement into a problem and makes every problem insoluble. WWhat we confFont now is not just 2 complaint about
e or another American policy bt rather a rejection 2nd condemnation, at once angry and contemptuous, of ll hat America is seen t represent inthe modern world.

Akey figure in the development of these new atitudes was Sayyid Qutb, an Egypian who became 2 leading ideologue of Muslim fundamentalism and an active member of the fundamentalit organization known as the Muslim Brothers. Bom in a villsge in Upper Egypt
n 1906, he studied in Cairo and for some years worked as 2 teacher and then 2 an offical in the Egyptizn Minisry of Education. In that capacity he was sent on  special study mission to the United States, where he stayed fom November 1948 to August 1950. His
fundamentalist activism and writing began very soon afier his return from America to Egypt. Afer the military coup of July 1952, he at frst maintained close relations with the so-called Free Offcers, but he parted company with thern as bis slamist teachings clashed
with ther secularist policies. After several brushes wih the authorites, he was sentenced, in 1953, o ffteen years” imprisonment. As a esult of an ntercession on bis behalf by President Arif of raq, he was released in 1964, and ke published one of his major works, M

G lomT LT q (Signposis on the W), later that year. On August 9, 1963, he was arrested again, this time on charges of treason and, specifcally, of planning the assassination of President Nasser. After a summary trial he was sentenced to death on August 21, 1966.

‘The sentence was carried out ight day later.

Sayyid Quib’s stay in the United States seems to kave been  crucial period in the development of his ideas concerning the relations between Islam and the outside world nd, more particularly, witkin itself. The State of Israel had just been established and survived by
Seing and wining he st o  seies of Are Il wars. This s  ime when th world s ecoming e of e nearotal desruction of e Jews n Nac uled Evope, a public opnin n Americ,a i much of e word, wasoverhelmngly o e sal
ide. The wartime rlatoesip beteen he Thid Reich and prominent b leaderssch s o Muf ofJrusalenand Rsid “Alof g was s o e, an popular sympatiy weat sl f s e as ilersvicims i s suggle focscape desruction
by i’ sccomplics. Said Quts was shocked by o levelof supert n Armeria for what b e as  Jewiss nslaught o fam, it Crisian SEEE)

Even more revealing was his shocked response 1o the American way of life—principally it sinfulness and degeneracy and its addicton to wkat he saw 23 sexual promisculty. Sayyid Qufb took a5 2 given the contrast beween Easten spiritualty and Western
‘materializn, and described America 2 a partcularly exreme form of the later. Everything in America, ke wrote, even rligion, is measured in materal terms. He observed trat here were many churches but warned his readers that their mumber should not be
‘misnderstood 2 an expression o real religious or spritual feeling. Churches in America, he said, operae ke businesses, competing for clients and for publicty, nd using the same methods 2 sores and heaters 0 atact customers and audiences. For the minister of 2
church, as for the manager of a busines or a theater, success is what matters, and success s measured by size—bigness, mumbers. To afiractclienele, churches advertise skamelessly and offer what Americans most seek—a g0od time” or “fu”(he cited the Enlish
wordsinhis Arabic tex?). The result is that church ecreaton hall, it the blessing of the priesfhood, Eold dances where people f both sexes meet, i, an touch. The ministers even 20 50 far 2¢to dim e lights i order to facilitate the fury of the dance, “The dance is
inflamed by the notes ofthe gramopore,” he noted with evident disgust; “the dance-hall becomes 2 whirl of eels and thighs, ams enfold hips, lips and breasts meet, and the air i fll f ust.” He also quoted the Kinsey Report on sexuzl behavior to document hiz
description and condemnation of uniersal American debauchery:# This perception o the West an it ways may help explan why pious terorits regard dance hlls, ightelubs, nd ofter places where young men and women meet s legitimate targes. So vehement
were Sayyid Quths denunciaions of the American way o ifethat n 1952 he was obliged to leave his post n he Minisry of Education. It was apparently afe his that b oined the Muslim Brothers

‘The mein thrustof Sayyid Qut’s wriing and preaching was directed against the internal enemy—wat he caled the ner age of ignorance, in Arabic & illya, a classical slamic term for the period of paganism that prevailed in Arabiz before the advent of the
Prophet and of Tslam. As Sayyid Qutb saw it 2 new /& ilfya had engulfed the Muslim peoples and the new pharachs—rightly seen 2 an allusion o the xisting regimes—who were uling them. But the threat of the external enemy was great and growing.

It has been suggested that Sayyid Quib's anti-Americanism i the result simply of the fact that he happened to visit America, and that he would have reacted similarl had e been sent by his ministry to any European counfry. But by that time, America was what
‘mattered, and s leadership, for good or evi, of the non-Jslamic world was increasingly recognized and discussed. The sinfulness and also the degeneracy of America and its consequent threat to Islam and the Muslim peoples became aricles of faith in Muslim
Sundamentalist circles.

By now there is an almost standardized litany of American offenses recited in the lands of Islam, in the media, in pamphlets, n sermons, and in public speeches. A notable example was in an address by an Egyptizn professor at the joint meting of the European Usion
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference held in Istanbul in February 2002. The crime sheet goes back to the original sefflement in North America, and what is described 2s the expropriation and extermination of the previous inhabitants and the sustained ill
reatment of the survivors among them. It contizues with the enslavement, importation, and exploitation of the blacks (2n odd accusation coming from that particular source) and of immigrants in the United State. It includes war crimes against Japan at Hiroshima and.
Nagasaki, as wel as in Kores, Vietam, Somaliz, 2nd elsewhere. Noterworthy among these crimes of imperialst aggression are American actions in Lebanon, Khartoum, Libya, Iraq, and of course helping Israel against the Palestinians. More broadly, the charge sheet
includes support fo Middle Easter and other tyzants, such as the shah of Iran and Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, as well 2 a varizblelst of Arab tyrants, adjusted t cireumstances, against their own peopls.

Vet the most powerthl aceusation of all is the degeneracy and debauchery of the American way of lfe, and the threat that it offes to Islam. This threat, classcally formulated by Sayyid Qutb, became 2 regular part of the vocabulary and ideology of Islamic
fundamentalist, and most notably, in the language of the Iranian Revolution. This is what is meant by the term the Great Satan, applied o the United States by the lte Ayatollah Khomeini. Satan as depicted i the Qur'an i meither an imperialist o an exploiter. He is 2
seducer, “an insidious tempter who whispers i the hearts of men” (Qur’an CXIV. 4, 5).
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cburh, s fo e managerof & usines o  tester, succes is hat maters, and succes i measured by ize—bigaess, numbers. To aact clietele, chuches advertie shamelesly and offer what Americans most seek—a oo time” o “fun” e citedthe English
words i his Arabic text). The rsult s that church recreation Bl with e lessing of heprestood, hold dances where peopl ofboh sexes meet, mi, and touch. The minsters even g9 6 ur 31 G thelighs i oder t faclatethe ury ofthe dance. “The dance
infamed by e otes ofthe gramophone,” b noted withevidet disgut, the dance hall becomes kil o bels snd thghs, s enfold ip,ips and besets e, and the i is Sl o Lt He sl quoted the Kisey Reporson sexsl bebarior t documment s
description snd condemsstion of uniersal Americe debsschery This pscepion of the Westand s ways msy hlp el why pious et regasd dssce hall, ightclubs, s ther places where yousg men s women et s legtimate trget So ehemest
‘were Sayyid Q' denumciation o the Amercan way of e that i 1952 he s cbliged o leave ki post n the Moy of Edcation. It was apparenty afer tis tha b oind the Maslim Brothers.

The msin it of Sryid Qus s ad reaching was drecedsgint he el eyt b clled the ne age of mornce, i A 3 Al classicallamic tem o the period of g it precald s Arbi befre e advent of he
Prophet and oflam.AsSaid Quts s i, s il englid el ecples d e parahi—ihl seen 2 llsin 1 the xsing egmes—vo wee ol e, B e et o e el eney s getad o

Ity e suggestd that Sepyid Qut's s Americasios s the sl sply o he fot that e happesd 1 vkt Americs, s that b would Bave esctd szulvy had b besn set by b ity o sy Eusopesn counry: But by het e, America was what
‘marered, and i leadersip, for good or evil, o the non-Tamic world was increasingly recogaized and discussed. The sinfulnes and als the degeneracy of America and it comsequent thrat to sam and the Moslm pecpls became arices of it in Mz
Sdsmentlit cdes.

By now theeis e almost standdized lany of Amercan ofeses recited i the s of eam, i the e, n passphlets,nsemons, nd i publ peeches. A potable example was i an ddies by an Egyptien profesor atthe ot meetingofthe Eutopesn Usion
5 e Organizaion ofthe lmic Conference held i Tssbel in Februry 002 The crise shet goe back o the crginl setlement i North Asmeis, snd whst is deseibed s the exproprstion s exteminatio of th prevoss nbsbitests s the mutsied il
‘weatment of the suvivrs among them. It continueswithhe nslavemest, importaton, and explotation of the lacks (en odd ceusation oming rom that partcular soutce) and of Enigrasts i the Usited Sttes. It ncludes war crimes againt Japanat Hiroshima and
Nagosski s wel s i Kore, Viemans, Scmslis, s eserhere. Notevrthy sssong these crimes of sprialct sgresion sce American actions in Lebenos, Ksrouss, Liys, s s of outs belping ssel sginat the Plesinins. e broadly, the chrge sheet

imcludes support fo Midle Easte andoter tyras, such s th shah of ranand Haile Selsse of Etopia, a5 wella 3 variabl s f Aab tyants, adused 0 cscumstances, againtthei ows pecples.

Vet the st powertl acassion of sl the degeneray snd dsbauchery of he Aumeicss way of if, snd the threst st offrs to Ll Thistves, clasiclly fomsalted by Seyyid Que, becsme & regular part of the vossbalry and ideology of Liamic
fdamentlis, and most ntably, n e anguage of the Ianin Revoluton. Thi is wht i meant b e tem the Great Sata, appled 1o e Unitd Sates by the lte Avatolah Khomein. Saan 2 depiced in the Qu'sn is nitheran inpeialist cx an exloite e s 3
seducer, “an msidious temptr who whispers i the hearts of men” (Qur'an CXIV. 4, ).
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CHAPTERV

‘SATAN AND THE SOVIETS

America’s new role—and the Middle East’s perception of t—wvas vividly ilustrated by an incident in Pakistan in 1979. On November 20, a band of a thousand Muslim religious radicals seized the Great Mosque in Mecca and keld it fo a ime againstthe Saudi security
Sorces. Their declared aim was to “purify slam” and libeate the holy land of Arabia from the “royal clique of infidels” and the corrupt religious leaders who supported them. Their leader, in speeches played from loudspeakers, denounced Westerers a the destroyers of
Sundamentl slamic values and the Saudi govermment as ther accomplices, He called for a reumn tothe old Islamic traditions of “usice and equality.” Afer some hard fighting, the rebels were suppressed. Their leader was executed on January 9, 1980, along with sixty-
o of bis followers, among them Egyptians, Kuwaitis, Vemenis, and citizens of other Arab countries

‘Meanviile, 2 demonsiraton in support of the rebels took place in the Pakistani capital, Islamabad. A rumor had circulated—endorsed by Aatollzh Khomeini, who was then in the process of establishing himself a3 the revolutionary leader in Irar—that American
tro0ps bad been involved in the clashes in Mecea. The American Embassy was atacked by 2 crowd of Muslim demonsirators, and tiwo Americans and two Pakistani employees were killed. Why had Khomelni stood by 2 report that was not only false but wildly
improbable?

‘These events took place within the context of the Iranian Revolstion of 1979, On November 4, the United States Embassy in Tehran was seized, and sixfy-two Americans faken hostage. Ten of them, women and African Americans, were promptly released; the
remaining hostages were then held for 444 days, il their release on Janary 20, 1981. The motives fo this, baffing to many at the time, have become clearer since, thanks to subsequent statements and revelations from the hostage takers and others. It is now apparent
hat the hostage crisis occurred not becanse relations befieen Iran and the United States were deteriorating but because they were improving. In the fall of 1979, the relaively moderate Iranian prime mirister, Mehdi Bazargan, bad arranged to meet with the American
‘national security adviser, Zbigniews Brzezinski, under the aegis ofthe Algerian government. The fvo men met on November 1 and were reported to have been photographed shaking hands. There seemed to be areal possibility—in the eyes of the radicals,  real danger—
hat there might be some accommodation befween the fwo counfries. Protesers seized the embassy and took the American diplomats hostage in order to destroy any hope of further dialogue. In this they were, or the time being atleast, completely successful

‘For Khomeini,the United States was the main enemy against whom he had to wage his boly war for slam. Then, a i the past, this world of unbelievers was seen as the oxly serious force ivaling and preventing the divinely ordained spread and trvmph of Ilam. In
‘Khomeinis earlier writng, and notably i i 1970 book Lsamic Governmens,the United States is menfioned infrequently, and then principally in the context of imperialism—first as the helper, then as the successor of the more familir Britsh Empire. By the fime of the.
revolution, and the direct confrontation to which it gave ris, the Uited States had become, fo him, the principal adversary, and the centraltarget for Muslim rage and contempt,

Kbomein's spcial Bostlt o the United Sats seems t0 date fom October 1964, when e made  spech i ot of bis residence i Qun, pasionstely denouscin th v subited to the ranian Assemby giing extraterrioial sats 10 the Ameican miltary
mision,togethe with her familes, stffs, dvisers, and srvats, and immanity froms anian risdiction. He was apprenly ot awar tha simlr imimunities bad been requested an grated, a a mater of course, o the American forcs stationed n Brain durng
World War I Butthe queston ofth s-called capitlations, extateritorial immunities accordedin e astto Wester merchants an other avelers inIlamic Lnds, s  sensitveone,and Kbormein played o it silllly. “They hae rduced te lranian pople 02
lece Ioer than thatof an Ameicandog. I somecne runsover 3 dog belonging to n Amerian, b will e prosecuted. Evenif th Shah himself wer torunover a dog belongingto an American, b wouldbe prosecuted. But f an Ameicancook runs overthe Skab the
bead ofstate,noone will ave th ight t nterfer with i Ay i rouble iththe uhoiies, as  result o tis spech Komein was exiled fom lranon Nosenmber 4. He returnd o this thems n  mumbes o Lt spesches and wrtins, aunin the Amricans
in partiular with e allged commitment o unanrighs and hes distegarofthes igts i I and i ot placs, nloding Latin America, i ther own hnispher.” Othes accusatons include heIoting of ran's wealth and support o ran's monachy.

In speeches afte his retum to Iran, the st of grievances and the listof enemies both grevy longer, but America now headed the lst. And not only in Iran. In a speech delivered in September 1979 in Qum, he complained that the whole Islamic world was caught in
America's clutches and called on the Muslims of the world o unite against their enemy. It was about this time that he began to speak of America as “the Great Satan.” About this ime too ke denounced both Amar Sadat of Egypt and Saddam Hussein of Iraq as servants
and agents of America. Sadat served America by making peace with lrael; Saddam Hissein did America’s work by making war on Iran. The confrontation with America i the hostage crisi, in the Iraqi invasion, and on many diplomatic and economic batlefields
confirmed Khomeini' judgment of America’s cetral position in the struggle befuveen Islam and the West. From now on America was “the Great Satan,” srael, seen as America’s agent, was “the Little Satan,” and “death to America” the order of the day. This was the
slogan brandished and shouted in the anf- American demonsirations of 1979. Later it was given a ceremonial, almost rituaized quality that drained it of most ofis real meaning.

American observers, awakened by the thetoric of the Iranian Revolution to their nex status asthe Great Satan, tried to fnd reasons for the anti-American sentiment hat had been intensifying in th Islamic world or some time. One explanation, which was for a while
widely accepted, particularly in American foreign policy circle, was that America’s image had been tarmished by its wartime and continuing alliance with the former colonial porvers of Europe. In the couniry’s defense, some American commentators pointed out that,
‘unlike the Wester European imperilists, America had itself been 2 victim of colonialism; the Uited States was the first country to win freedom from Britsh rule. But the hope that the Middle Eastern subjects of the former Britsh and French Empires would accept the.
American Revolution 2 a model for ther own anfi-imperialit strugele rested on 2 basic fllacy that Arab writes were quick to point out. The American Revolution, as they frequently remark, was fought not by Native American nationalists but by British setfers, 2nd far
Srom being a victory against colonialie, it represented coloilisms ultimate triumph; the English in North America succeeded in colonizing the land so thoroughiy thatthey mo longer needed the supportof the mother country against the original inhabitarts.

It hardly surprising that former colonial subjects i the Middle East would see America as being tainted by the same kind of imperialism a2 Western Europe. But Middle Easten resentment of imperial powers has not atvays been consistent. The Sovit Unior, which
retained and extended the imperial conquests of the czars of Russi, ruled with no light hand over tens of millions of Muslim subjects in Central Asia and in the Cancasus. And yet the Soviet Usion suffered no similar backlash of anger and hatred from the Arab.
community

Russia’ interes in the Middle East was not new. The czars had been expanding southwvard and eastuard for centuries, and kad incorporated vast Muslim temitories in their empire, at the expense of Turkey and Persia and the formerly independent Muslim states of
Central Asia. The defeat of the Axis in 1045 brought  new Soviet threat. The Soviets were now stzongly entrenched in the Balkans and could threaten Turkey on both ifs eastern and ifs western frontirs. They were already inside Iran, in occupation of the Persian
‘province of Azerbaijan. Their threat to ran was of long standing. In the Russo-ranian wars of 1804-1813 and 1826-182,the Russians had acquired the northem part of Azerbaijan, which became  province of the czarist empire and later 2 republc of the Soviet Union.
In World War IL, together with the Britih, the Soviets occupied Iran, o secure ifs ines of communication for their mutual use. When the war ended the Briish withdrew; the Soviets stayed, apparently with the intenfion of adding what remained of Azerbaijan to the
Soviet Union.

“That fime they were held back. Tharks largely to American support, the Turks were able o refuse the Soviet demand for bases in the Straits, while the Iranians dismantled the Communist puppet state which the Soviet occupiers kad set up in Persian Azerbaijan and
reasserted the sovereignty of the govemment of ran over all s teritories.

For  while, the Soviet atempt to realize the age-old dream of the czars was resisted, and both Turkey and ran entered into Western allances. But the Russian-Egyptian arms agreement of 1955 brought Russia back into the Middle Eastern game, this time with a
leading role. The Turks and Iranians had long experience of Russian imperialism and were correspondingly wary. The Arab staes” experience of imperialism was exclusively Western, and they were disposed to look more favorably on the Soviets. By leapfogeing the
‘northern barrier and dealing directly with the newly independent Arab sates, the Russians were able, within a shorttime, o establish a very strong position.
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At firstthey proceeded in much the same way as their Wester European predscessors—military bases, supply of weapons, military “guidance,” economic and cultural penetration. But for Sovietstyle relationships this was only  beginning, and the inention clearly
was o canry it much further. There can be ltle doubt that, had it ot been for American opposition, the Cold Wr, and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Uion, the Arab world would at best kave shared the fate o Poland and Himgary, more probably that of Uzbekistan.
And that i not all. While seeking to establsh 2 protectorate over their Middle Eastern alie, the Sovies showed themselves to be very ineffectual protectors. In the Arab-lsrael War of 1967 and again in 1973, they were unwilling or unable to save ther protégés from.
defeat and humliation. The best they could do was to join with the United States in caling 2 hal o the sracl advance.

By the ealy 19705 the Soviet presence was becoming not only ineffectual but alo irksome. Like their Westen imperial predecessors, the Soviets had establshed mlitary bases on Egypian soil which no Egyptian could enter and proceeded to the classic next sage of
unequal treaties.

‘There were some Middle Eastern leaders who learned the lesson 2nd turned, with greater o lesserreluctance, toward the West. Notable among them was President Anvar Sadat of Egypt, who had inberited the Soviet relationship from his predecessor, President Nasser.
In May 1971 he was indaced to sign 2 very unequal “Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation” with the USSR in July 1972 he ordered his Soviet militry advisers to leave the country and took the frs stepstoward a rapprochement with the United States and 2 peace with
Israel. President Sadat bowever seems to have been almost alone in his assessment and bis policies, and in general these events seem to bave brought no diminution in goodillto the Soviets, and no corresponding increase in goodwill to the Uited States. The Soviets
suffered no penalies or even reproof for ther suppression of slam in the Central Asian and Transcacasian republics, where fwo hundred mosques were licensed to serve the religious needs of 50 million Muslims. Nor for that mafter were the Chinese condemned for
heir battles against Muslims in Sinkiang. Nor did the Americans receive any credit fo their efforts to save Muslims in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Albania. Obviously, other considerations were at work.

Perhaps the most dramatic illusration of this disparity was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in late December 1979 and the instllation there of 2 puppet govermment. It would be diffcult to ind 2 clearer and more obvious case of imperilist ageression, conquest,
and domination. And yet the response fom the Arab and more generall the Islamic world was remarkably muted. By January 14, 1980, after long delays, the United Nations General Assembly was at lastable to pass  resolution on this event, not as had been suggested,
condemning Soviet aggression but “strongly deploring the recent ammed intervention in Afghanistan ™ The word aggression was not used, and the “infervener” was not named. The vote was carried by 104 to 15. Among the Arab countries, Sy7ia and Algeria sbstained;
South Yemen voted against the resolution; Libya was absent. The nonvoting PLO observer made a speech strongly defending the Soviet acton. The Organization of the Islamic Conference did not do much befter.On January 27, after much manexvering and negotiation,
the OIC managed to hold 2 meeting in slamabad and to discuss the Soviet-Adghan issue. Two member states, South Yemen and Syria, boycoted the meeting; Libya's delegate delivered a violent atack on the USA, while the representative of the PLO, 2 full member of
e OIC, abstained fFom voting on the anti-Soviet resolution and submitted hisreservations in writing.

‘There was some response in the Muslim world to the Soviet invasion—some Saudi money, some Egyptian weapons, and many Arsb volunteers. But f was left to the United States o organize, with some success, an Lslamic counteratiack to Soviet imperialism in
Afghanistan, The OIC did ltfle to help the Afghars, preferring to concentate ifs aftention on otber matters—some small Muslim populations in areas no yet decolonized, and of course the srael-Palestine conflict.

Israelis ome among many points—Nigeria, Sudan, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Chechny, Sinkiang, Kashmi, Timor, Mindanao, t cetera—where the Islamic and non-Jslamic worlds meet. Each of these is the cental issue for those involved in i, and an annoying
digression for the others. Westermers by confrast tend to ive the greatest importance to those grievances which they hope can be satisfied at someone else’s expense. The Israel-Palstine conflict s certainly atracted far more attention than any of th ofhers, for several
reasons. First, since lsrael it demoeracy and an open society, it s much easier o report—and misteport—what i going on there. Second, Jews are involved, and this can usually ensure  significant audience among those who for one reason or another are for or against
them. A good example of this ifference isthe Irag-Iran war, which was waged for eight years from 1980 o 1988 and which caused vastly more death and destruction than all the Arab-lsrael wars put together and received far less atention. For one thing, neither raq nor
Iran i a democracy, and reporting was therefore more diffcult and more hazardous. For another,Jews were not involved, meither a victims nor as perpetrators, and reporting was therefore les ineresting.

A third and ultimately the most important reason for the primacy of the Palestine issueis thatit s, 30 to speak, the licensed grievance—the only one that can be freely and safely expressed in those Muslim counfries where the media are either wholly owned o strictly
overseen by the govermment. Indeed, Israel serves as 2 useful stand-in for complaints about the economic privation and politcal repression under which most Muslim peoples ive, and as a way of deflecting the esulting anger. This method is vastly helped by the Iracli
domestic scene, where any misdeed of the goverment,the ammy, the setlers, or anyone else i at once revealed and any falsehood at nce exposed by Lsrael critcs, both Jews and Arabs, in the Isracl media and parlizment. Most of srael's antagonists suffer from no
such impediment in ther public diplomacy.

A3 the Westem European empires faded, Middle Eastern anti-Americanism was atributed to other, more specific causes: economic exploitation, often described as the pillaging of the Islamic lands” resources; the support of comupt local tyrants who serve America’s
‘purposes by oppressing and robbing their own people, and more and more, another cause: American support for lsrael, firt in ifs condlict with the Palestinian Arabs, then in its conflct with the neighboring Arab states and the larger Islamic world. There is certainly
support fo this bypothesisin Arab and Persian statements, but the argument that without one or another of these impediments all would have been well for American policies in the Middle East seems a ltl implausible. The Palestine problem has cerainly cased great
and growing anger, from time to time renewved and ageravated by policies 2nd actions of srael goverments or parties. But can it eally be, a3 some cortend, the prime cause of ant-Western senfiment?

Certain incongruities appear and recur in the histoical record. In the 1930s, Nazi Germany’s policies were the main cause of Jewish migration to Palestine, then 2 Brish mandate, and the consequent reinforcement of the Jewizh community there. The Nazis not oxly
‘permitted this migration; they facilitated it unti the outbreak of the war, while the Britsh, in the somewhat forlom hope of winning Arab goodwil, imposed and enforced restrictions. Nevertheless, the Palestinian leadership of the time, 2nd many other Arab leaders,
supportd the Germans, ko sext the Jews to Palestine,rather than the British, who tried o keep them out.

“The same kind of discrepancy can be seen i the events leading to and following the establishment of the State of srael, in 1945, The Soviet Union played a significant role in procuring the majoriy by which the General Assembly of the United Nations voted to
establish 2 Jewish state in Palestine and then gave lsrael immediate de jure recogeition. The Uited States was more hesitant and gave only de facto recognition. More important, the American goverment maintained 2 partal arms embargo on lirael, while
Caechoslovakiz, with Moscow’s authorization, mmediately sent a supply of weaponry which enabled the nerw state to surcive. The reason fo this Soviet policy atthe time was neither goodwill toward the Jews nor il will toward the Arabs. It was based on the mistaken
—but 2t that time widely shared—belief that Briain was still the main power of the West and therefore Moscows principal ival. On this basis, anyone making trouble for the Britsh—as the Jews had done in the last years of the Palestine Mandate—was deserving of
Soviet support. Later, Stalin realized his error and devoted his atention to America rather than Britain.

In the decade that ollowed the founding of Israel, American dealings with the Jewish state continued to be limited and cautious. Afte the Suez War of 1936, the United States intervened, forcefully and decisivel, to secure the withdrawval of the Israli, Britsh, and
‘French forces. The Sovietleader Khrusheher, who had remained caufiously slent in e earlier stages of the war,realized that a pro-Arab statement brought no danger of 2 collsion wih the Uited States and then—and only then—came out sirongly on the Arab side. As
late a3 the war of 1967, srael relied for is weaponry on European, maialy French suppliers, noton the United States.

Nevertheless, the return of Russian imperialiss, now i the form of the Soviet Union, o a more active role in Middle Eastern affais brought an enthusiasti response in the Arab world. After some diplomatic vsits and other activites, the new relationship came into
the open with the offiial announcement, at the end of September 1955, of an arms deal signed befwveen the Soviet Union and Egypt, which during the following years became more and more a Soviet satellte. More dramatic even than the ams deal iself was s
welcome in the Arab world, ranscending local differences and grievances. The Chambers of Deputies in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan met immediately and voted resolutions of congratulation to then Prime Minister Nasser; even Nori Said, the pro-Westem rler of rag.
and Nasser's rival for pan- Arab leadership, felt obliged to congratlate his Egyptian colleague. Almost the entire Arabic press gave s enthusiastc approval,

Why this response? Certainly the Arabs had no special love of Russa, nor did Muslims in the Arab world or elsewhere desire o bring either Communist deology or Soviet powwer o their lands. Nor was it a reward for Moscow’s srael policy, which kad been rather
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In the decade that ollowed the founding of Israel, American dealings with the Jewish state continued to be limited and cautious. Afte the Suez War of 1936, the United States intervened, forcefully and decisivel, to secure the withdrawval of the Israli, Britsh, and
‘French forces. The Sovietleader Khrusheher, who had remained caufiously slent in e earlier stages of the war,realized that a pro-Arab statement brought no danger of 2 collsion wih the Uited States and then—and only then—came out sirongly on the Arab side. As
late a3 the war of 1967, srael relied for is weaponry on European, maialy French suppliers, noton the United States.
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e open withthe ofcial sxnouncement, e end of Sptembe 1953, o an arms del signed beee th Sovit Union and Egyp, which during the following yeas became mre and more  Sovit stlle. ore ramati even fan e rms del el was i
wecome it Areh wold, rnscending local irences and gieances. The Chaabers of Depis in Sy, Lebano, o Jordan e immedisely and voied resoluions o conratulton f e Prie Mt Naser, even Nur Sid, o ro-Wesem rales o rag
nd Naser's iva o pan- A lader, Tt obliged o congatlte s Egptancolleague. Almosthe e Areicpess g s enusastc

Why this response? Certainly the Arabs had no special love of Russa, nor did Muslims in the Arab world or elsewhere desire o bring either Communist deology or Soviet powwer o their lands. Nor was it a reward for Moscow’s srael policy, which kad been rather
Siendly. What delighted the Arabs was that they saw the arms deal—no doubt correctly—as 2 slap in the face forthe West. The slap, and the visibly disconcerted Western and more partcularly American response, renforced the mood of hate and spite toward the West
and encouraged its exponents.

‘The spread of Soviet influence i the Middle East and the enthusiasti response to it encouraged the United Statesto look more favorably on Iszael, now seen as  relable and potentialy usefl ally in 2 largely hostile region. Today, t i often forgotten thatthe straegic:
relationship befuveen the United States and Irael was a consequence, ot a cause, of Soviet penefration.

‘The first concem of any American government is of course to define U.S. interests and to devise policies or their protection and advancement. In the period following the Second World War, American policy in the Middle East, as elsewhere, was dominated by the
need to prevent Soviet penetration. The United State segretfully relinquished the moral superiority of the sidelines and became involved in sages: frst supporting the crumbling Britsh positon and, then, when that clearly became untenable, intervering more directly
and, fnally, replacing Britain 2s defender of the Middle Est against outside atack, specifially from the Soviet Union.

‘The immediate postar need was o resit Soviet pressure on the northern fiev—to secure the Soviet withdrawal from Iranian Azerbaijan and to counter demands on Turkey. This policy was clear and intellgible and, on the whole, successful in saving Torkey and Iran.
‘But the attempt o extend i o the Arab world by means of the Baghdad Pact backfired disastrously and antagonized or undermined those i was intended t atiract. The Egyptian presidert, Gamal *Abd al-Nasser, seeing the pact a2 a threat to his leadership, turmed to the
Soviets; the pro-Western regime in Iraq was overthrow, 2nd friendly regimes in Jordan and Lebanon were endangered to the point that both needed Western miltery help i order to survive. From 1953, when the Soviet leapfrogged across the northen fier into the Arab
world, both the threat and the means of countering it changed radicall. While the northern fer held frm, the Arab lands became hostil or, atbest, nervously neutral. In this situation the American relationship with Lirael entered 2 new phase.

“This relationship was for  long fime shaped by two entirly different considerations: one of which one migkt call ideological or sentimental; the other one, strategic. Americans, schooled on the Bible and on their own history, can readily see the birth of modem lsrael
25 2 new Exodus and a efumm o the Promised Land, and find it easy to empathize with people tho seem to be repeating the experience of the pilgrim fathers, the pioneers, and their successors. The Arabs, of course, do ot see it that way, and many Europeans share their

‘The other bond betuveen the United States and Lsrael i the stategic relationship, which began in the 1960s, flourished in the 19703 and 1980s, fluctuated in the 1990z, and acquired a new importance when the United States faced the concurent threats of Saddam
‘Hussein's hegemonic ambitions, of 2-Qa'idz’s fimdamentalist teror, and of deep-tooted and growing discontents among America’s Arab alles. The value of Larael to the United States as a strategic asset has been much disputed. There have been some in the United.
States who view Irael a2 a major sirategic ally in the region and the one sure bastion against both external and regional enemies. Others have argued that srael, far rom being a strategic asset, has been a srategic iablity, by embittering U.S. elations with the Arab
world and causing the failure of U.S. policis i the region.

But if one compares the record of American policy in the Middle East with hat of other regions, one is sruck not by is failure but by its success. There is, aftr al, no Vietnam in the Middle East, no Cuba or Nicaragua or El Salvador, not even an Angola. On the
contray, hroughout the successive crises that have shaken the region, there has alwvays been an imposing politca, economic, and culfural American presence, usually in several countries—and thi, until the Gulf War of 1991, without the need for any significant military
intervention. And even then, ther presence was needed to rescue the victims of an nter-Arzb aggression, unrelated to either Isaelis or Palestinians. Those who look only at the Middle East are constantly aware of the difficulties and failures of policy in hat region, but if
e looks atthe picture in a wider perspective, one cannot but be astonished at the efectiveness of American policy in the Middle East as contrasted with,say, Southeast Asia, Central America, or southern Aftica.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Usion, a new American policy has emerged in the Middle East, concerned with different objectivs. Its main aim is to prevent the emergence of a regional kegemony—of a single regional power that could dominate the area and thus
establish monopolisic control of Middle Eastern ol. This has been the basic concern underlying successive American policiestoward Ira, Irag, o to any other perceived future threat within the region.

‘The policy adopted 50 fa, in order to prevent such a hegemony, i to encourage, arm, and when necessary support 2 regioral and therefore mainly Arab security pact. This policy inevitably evokes the uxhappy memory of earlier atempts, which did more harm than
‘g0od. This time the proposed pact may have 2 somewhat better chance. The presumed enemy is no longer the redoubtable Soviet Uior, and regional rulrs are taking a more sober view of the world and thelr place in it But such a pact, based on unstable regimes ruling.
olatile societies, s inherently precarious, and the chain i o stronger than fs weakestlnk. The recent history of Iraq ilustrates the different ways that such a policy can go wrong. By embracing the monarchy, we procured its overthrow: by fostering Saddam Hussein,
we nurtured & monster. It would b atally easy to repeat either or both of these erfors, with considerable risk to Wester interests i the region and terible consequences fo the people who live there.

In this context the willingness of some Arab governments to negotiate pesce with Isael, and the American concern to push the peace process along become inteligible. Many Arabs began to realize that on the best estimate of Isral's sirength and the worst estimate of
Tsraels intentions Iarae i not their most serious problem, nor i it the greatest threatthat confronts them. An Irael at war with fs nelghbors would be a constant danger,  disraction that could ltvays be used by 2 new—or even the same—Saddam Hussein. But an lsrael
at peace with its neighbors could provide, at the very least, an element of democratic stabilit in the region.

There are, in general, two quite ifferent kinds of alliznce. One of them is strategic and may be 2 purely temporary accommodation on the basis of perceived common threats. Such an accommodstion may be reached with any fype of ruler—he kind of government e
runs, the kind of societ he govems are equally imelevaxt. The other party to such an alliance can change his mind at any time, or may have it changed for him if h is overthrown and replaced. The alliance may thus be ended by a change of regime, a change of leader, or
even 2 change in outlook. What can bappen is wellillustrated by events in Libya, Irag, Iran, and the Sudan, where polifical changes brought total reversals of polcy, orin another sense by Egypt, where even without a change of regime rulers were able o switch from the
West to the Soviets and back again fo a Western alignment.

‘The same flexibilify also exists on the American side. Just as such allies can at any time abandon the United States, the United States has obviously also felt free to abandon such allis,if the alliance becomes too troublesome or cease o be cost-effctive—ss, for
example, in South Vietnam, Kurdistan, 2nd Lebanon. In sbandoning an ally with which thereis no more than a sirategic accommodation, one can proceed without compunction and without isk of seious criicism at home.

“The other kind of alliance s one based on a genuine affiniy of institaions, aspirations, and way of ife—and s far less subject o change. The Soviets in their heyday were well aware of this and fred to create communist ictatorships wherever they went, Democracies
are more difficultto create. They are also more diffcul o destroy
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CHAPTER VI

DOUSLE STANDARDS

Increasingly in recent decades, Middle Easterners have articulated a more sensitive complaint, a new grievance against American policy: ot just American complicity with imperialism or with Ziorism but something nearer home and more immediate—American
complicity with the corrupt fyzants who rule over them. For obvious reasons, this particular complaint does ot often appear in public discourse, nor i it ikely to be mentioned in conversations between foreign ministry offcials and diplomats. Middle Eastern
‘goverments, such as those of Irag, iz, and the Palestine Authority, have developed great skillin controlling their own media and manipulating those of Western countries, Nor, for equally obvious reasons,is it aised in diplomatic negotiation. But itis discussed, with
increasing anguish and urgency, in private conversations with isteners who can be trusted, and recently even in publio—and not only by Islamic radicals, for whom it is 2, indeed the, major issue. nterestngly, the Iranian Revolution of 1979 was one fime when this
resentment was expressed openly. The shak was accused of supporting America, but America was also atacked for imposing what the revolufionaries saw as an impious and tyrannical leader as its puppet.In the years that followed, Iranians discovered that pious tyrants
ould be as bad as impious y7ants or worse, and tha this brand of tyranny could not be blamed on foreign sponsars or models.

‘There s some justice in one charge that is frequently leveled against the United States, and more generally against the West: Middle Eastemners increasingly complain that the West judges them by different and lower standards than it does Europeans and Americans,
ot in what is expected of them and in what they may expect, in termss of their sconomic well-being and their poltical freedom, They assert that Western spokesmen repeatedly overlook: or even defend actions and support rulers that they would not tolerate in their ovm,
countries.

Relatively few in the Western world nowadays think of themelves s engaged in a confrontafion with slam. But there s nevertheless a widespread perception that there are significant differences between the advanced Western world and the rest, notably the peoples
of slam, and that these later are in some way diffrent,with the usuall faci assumption that they are inferior. The most flagrant violations of cvil rights, poliical feedom, even human decency are disregarded or glossed over, and crimes against humanity, which in 2
‘Buropean or American country would invoke a storm of oufrage, are seen as normal and even acceptable. Regimes that practice such violations are not only tolerated, but even elected to the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations, whose members include
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Sudan, and Libya.

“The implication of allthisis that these peoples are incapable of running a democratic society and have neither concer nor capacty for human decency. They willin any case be governed by corrupt despotizms. It is notthe West's business o corect them, tllless to
change them, but merely to ensur that the despots are rendly rather than hostie to Western interests. I this perspective it i dangerous to tamper with the existing order, and those who seek: bettr lves for themselves and their countrymen are disparaged, ofien actively
discouraged. It s simple, cheaper, and safer o replace a roublesome fy7ant with an amenable fyrant, rather than face the unpredictable kazards of regime change, especially of a change brought about by the will of the people expressed in 2 fee electon.

“The “devil-youknow” principle seems to underlie the foreign policies of many Western governments toward the peoples of the Ilamic world. This attude is somefimes presented and even accepted as 2n expression of sympathy and support for the Arabs and their
causes, apparently in the beliefthat by exempting Arab rulrs and leaders from the normal ules of civilized bekavior we are somehorw conferring a boon on the Arab peaples. In fact this exemption is nothing of the kind, being at the very best a quest or a temporary
alliance based on a shared self.nterest and directed against a common enemy, sometimes also sustained by a shared prejudice. At a more profound level of realify, it is an expression of disespect and unconcern—disrespet for the Arab past, unconcern for the Arab
‘present and future.

“This approzch commands some support in both diplomatic and academic circle inthe United States and rather more widely in Europe. Arab rulers ae thus able to slaughter tens of thousands of their people, s in Syria and Algeria, or hundreds of thousands, a2 n lraq
and Sudan, to deprive men of most and women of al ivil rghts, and to indoctrinate children in their schools with bigotry and hatred against others, without incurring any significant protest from libral media and institutions in the West, sillless any int of punishments
such as boyeott, divestment, o indictment in Brussels. This so-to-speak diplomatic aftitude toward Arab governments bas i reality been profoundly harmul to the Arab peoples, a fact of which they are becoming painfilly aware.

s many Middle Eastemners see i, the European and American governments” basic position is: “We don't care what you do to your ovn peaple at home, 50 long as you are cooperative in meeting our needs and protecting our inferests”

Sometimes, even where American interest are concerned, American govermments have betrayed those whom they had promised to support and persuaded to take risks. A notable example occured in 1991, when the United States called on the Iragi peaple to revolt
against Saddam Hussein. The Kurds in norther Irag and the Skia in southern Iraq did so, 2nd the victorious United Staes forces sat and watched while Saddam Hissein, using the helicopters that the cease-fie agreement had allowed him to retain, bloodily suppressed
and slanghtered them, group by group and region by region.

“The reasoning bebind this action—or rathr inaction—is not difficut to see. No doubt,the victorious Gulf War coalition wanted a change of government i Iraq, but they had hoped for a coup d'état, not a revolution. They saw a genuine popular uprising as dangerous
—it could lead to uncertainty or even anarchy in the region. It might even produce a democratic sate, an alarming prospect for America’s “allies” i the region. A coup would be more predictable and could achieve the desired result: the replacement of Saddam Husseln
oy anotker, more cooperative dicator, who could take his place amone those alles in the coalition. This polcy failed completel, and was variously inerpreted in the region as treachery or weakness, foolishmess or bypocrisy

Another example of this double standard occurred in the Syrian cify of Ham in 1982. The troubles in Hama began with an uprising headed by the radical Muslim Brothers. The Syrian government responded swifly, and in force. They did not use water cammon and
‘rubber bullts, nor did they send their soldiers to face smipers and booby fraps in kouse-to-house searches to fnd and identify their enemies among the local, civil population. Their method was simpler, safer, and more expeditious. They atacked the cify with tanks,
artilery, and bomber airratt, and followed these with bulldozers to complete the work of destruction. Within 2 very short fime they had reduced a large part of the city to rubble. The number killed was estimated, by Amresty Intemmational, at somevshere befween ten
thousand and tventy-five thousand.

‘The action, which was ordered and supervised by the Syrian president, Hafiz al- Assad, atiracted lifle attention atthe fime. This meager response was in marked contrast with that evoked by another massacre, a fow months later in the same year, in the Palestnian
refugee camps in Sabra and Shatila, in Lebanon, On that occasion, some seven or eight hundred Palestnians were massacred by a Lebanese Chistian milita allied to Larael. This evoked powwerful and widespread condemnation of Lsral, which has reverberated to the.
‘present day. The massacre in Hama did not prevent the United States fom subsequently courting Assad, who received a long succession of visits rom American Secretaries of State James Baker (eleven fimes befueen September 1990 and July 1992), Warren Christopher
(ffeen times between February 1993 and February 1996), and Madeline Albright (four imes betueen September 1997 and Jamuary 2000), and even from President Clinton (one visit to Syria and two meetings in Switzerland betiween January 1994 and March 2000). It is
ardly likely that Americans would have been 30 eager o propitiate  ruler who had perpetrated such crimes on Western soi, with Westem victims. Hafiz al-Assad never became an American aly or, a5 others would put i, puppef, but i was cerainly not for lack of rying.
onthe part of American diplomacy.

‘Fundamentalists were conscious of  differen disparity—another no less dramatic case of dovible standards. Those whose slaughter in Ham aroused so ltle concern in the West were Mauslim Brothers and their families and neighbors. In Westemn eyes, so it appeared,
uman rights did not apply to pious Muslim victims, nor democratic constrains o their “secular” murderers.

‘Western mistrust of slamic political movements, and wilingness o tolerate or even support dictators who kept such movements out of power appeared even more dramaticall in the case of Algeria, where a new democratic constitutin was adopted by referendum in
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Relauvely few in the Western world nowadays think of themselves 2 engaged in 2 confrontation with Islam. But there 1= nevertheless 2 widespread perception that there are sigmficant differences between the advanced Western world and the rest, notably the peoples.
of slam, and that these later are in some way diffrent,with the usuall faci assumption that they are inferior. The most flagrant violations of cvil rights, poliical feedom, even human decency are disregarded or glossed over, and crimes against humanity, which in 2
‘Buropean or American country would invoke a storm of oufrage, are seen as normal and even acceptable. Regimes that practice such violations are not only tolerated, but even elected to the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations, whose members include
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Sudan, and Libya.

“The implication of allthisis that these peoples are incapable of running a democratic society and have neither concer nor capacty for human decency. They willin any case be governed by corrupt despotizms. It is notthe West's business o corect them, tllless to
change them, but merely to ensur that the despots are rendly rather than hostie to Western interests. I this perspective it i dangerous to tamper with the existing order, and those who seek: bettr lves for themselves and their countrymen are disparaged, ofien actively
discouraged. It s simple, cheaper, and safer o replace a roublesome fy7ant with an amenable fyrant, rather than face the unpredictable kazards of regime change, especially of a change brought about by the will of the people expressed in 2 fee electon.

“The “devil-youknow” principle seems to underlie the foreign policies of many Western governments toward the peoples of the Ilamic world. This attude is somefimes presented and even accepted as 2n expression of sympathy and support for the Arabs and their
causes, apparently in the beliefthat by exempting Arab rulrs and leaders from the normal ules of civilized bekavior we are somehorw conferring a boon on the Arab peaples. In fact this exemption is nothing of the kind, being at the very best a quest or a temporary
alliance based on a shared self.nterest and directed against a common enemy, sometimes also sustained by a shared prejudice. At a more profound level of realify, it is an expression of disespect and unconcern—disrespet for the Arab past, unconcern for the Arab
‘present and future.

“This approzch commands some support in both diplomatic and academic circle inthe United States and rather more widely in Europe. Arab rulers ae thus able to slaughter tens of thousands of their people, s in Syria and Algeria, or hundreds of thousands, a2 n lraq
and Sudan, to deprive men of most and women of al ivil rghts, and to indoctrinate children in their schools with bigotry and hatred against others, without incurring any significant protest from libral media and institutions in the West, sillless any int of punishments
such as boyeott, divestment, o indictment in Brussels. This so-to-speak diplomatic aftitude toward Arab governments bas i reality been profoundly harmul to the Arab peoples, a fact of which they are becoming painfilly aware.

s many Middle Eastemners see i, the European and American governments” basic position is: “We don't care what you do to your ovn peaple at home, 50 long as you are cooperative in meeting our needs and protecting our inferests”

Sometimes, even where American interest are concerned, American govermments have betrayed those whom they had promised to support and persuaded to take risks. A notable example occured in 1991, when the United States called on the Iragi peaple to revolt
against Saddam Hussein. The Kurds in norther Irag and the Skia in southern Iraq did so, 2nd the victorious United Staes forces sat and watched while Saddam Hissein, using the helicopters that the cease-fie agreement had allowed him to retain, bloodily suppressed
and slanghtered them, group by group and region by region.

“The reasoning bebind this action—or rathr inaction—is not difficut to see. No doubt,the victorious Gulf War coalition wanted a change of government i Iraq, but they had hoped for a coup d'état, not a revolution. They saw a genuine popular uprising as dangerous
—it could lead to uncertainty or even anarchy in the region. It might even produce a democratic sate, an alarming prospect for America’s “allies” i the region. A coup would be more predictable and could achieve the desired result: the replacement of Saddam Husseln
oy anotker, more cooperative dicator, who could take his place amone those alles in the coalition. This polcy failed completel, and was variously inerpreted in the region as treachery or weakness, foolishmess or bypocrisy

Another example of this double standard occurred in the Syrian cify of Ham in 1982. The troubles in Hama began with an uprising headed by the radical Muslim Brothers. The Syrian government responded swifly, and in force. They did not use water cammon and
‘rubber bullts, nor did they send their soldiers to face smipers and booby fraps in kouse-to-house searches to fnd and identify their enemies among the local, civil population. Their method was simpler, safer, and more expeditious. They atacked the cify with tanks,
artilery, and bomber airratt, and followed these with bulldozers to complete the work of destruction. Within 2 very short fime they had reduced a large part of the city to rubble. The number killed was estimated, by Amresty Intemmational, at somevshere befween ten
thousand and tventy-five thousand.

‘The action, which was ordered and supervised by the Syrian president, Hafiz al- Assad, atiracted lifle attention atthe fime. This meager response was in marked contrast with that evoked by another massacre, a fow months later in the same year, in the Palestnian
refugee camps in Sabra and Shatila, in Lebanon, On that occasion, some seven or eight hundred Palestnians were massacred by a Lebanese Chistian milita allied to Larael. This evoked powwerful and widespread condemnation of Lsral, which has reverberated to the.
‘present day. The massacre in Hama did not prevent the United States fom subsequently courting Assad, who received a long succession of visits rom American Secretaries of State James Baker (eleven fimes befueen September 1990 and July 1992), Warren Christopher
(ffeen times between February 1993 and February 1996), and Madeline Albright (four imes betueen September 1997 and Jamuary 2000), and even from President Clinton (one visit to Syria and two meetings in Switzerland betiween January 1994 and March 2000). It is
ardly likely that Americans would have been 30 eager o propitiate  ruler who had perpetrated such crimes on Western soi, with Westem victims. Hafiz al-Assad never became an American aly or, a5 others would put i, puppef, but i was cerainly not for lack of rying.
onthe part of American diplomacy.

‘Fundamentalists were conscious of  differen disparity—another no less dramatic case of dovible standards. Those whose slaughter in Ham aroused so ltle concern in the West were Mauslim Brothers and their families and neighbors. In Westemn eyes, so it appeared,
uman rights did not apply to pious Muslim victims, nor democratic constrains o their“secular” Hrderers.

‘Western mistrust of slamic political movements, and wilingness o tolerate or even support dictators who kept such movements out of power appeared even more dramaticall in the case of Algeria, where a new democratic constitutin was adopted by referendum in
‘February 1989 and the multiparty system officialy established in July of that year. In December 1991, the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) did very el in the firt round of the elections for the National Assembly and seemed more than likely to win 2 clear majority inthe.
second round. Tke FIS had aready challenged the Algerian military, accusing them of being more adept at repressing their own people than at helping a brother in need. The brother in need was Saddam Hissein, whose invasion of Kurwait and defiance of the West
aroused great enthusiasmm among Mislim fundamentalists in North Aftica, and persuaded their leaders to transfer thei allegiance from their Saudi sponsors to thelr new lragi kero. In Jamary 1992, ater an interval of growing tension, the miltary canceled the second
round of elections. In the months that ollowed they dissolved the FIS and established 2 “secular” regime, in fact a ruthless dictatorship, with nods of approvalin Paris, Washington, and other Westen capials. A bifter and murderous strugele followed, with reciprocal
accusations of massacre—of fundamentalists by the army and other less formal instruments of the government, of secularsts 2nd moderists and uninvolved bystanders by the fimdamentalists. In 1997 Amnesty International assessed the mumber of victims since the
beginning of the srugele at eighty thousand, most of them civlians.

ALQa‘ida has held the United States explicily responsible fo the mlitary takeover in Algeria. Here as elsewhere America, s the dominant powwer in the world of the infidels, was naturally blamed for all that went wrong, and more specifically for the suppression of
Islamist movements, the slasghter of their followers, and the establishment of what were seen a2 anfi-slamist dictatorships with Western—more specifically, American—support. Here 0 the Americans were blamed—by many for not protesting this violation of
democrati liberties, by some for actively encouraging and supportng the milftary regime. Similar problems arise in Egypt, in Pekistan, and in some other Muslim countries where it seems likely that 2 geninely free and far election would result in an Islamis victory

In this, the democrats are of course at 2 disadvantage. Their deology requires them, even whe in power, 0 give freedom and rights to the Islamist opposition. The Islamiss, when in power, are under no such obligation. On the contrary, ther principles require them to
suppress wha they see 2 impious and subversive activiies.

For Islamists, democracy, expressing the will of the people, is the road o power, but it i a one-way road, on wich there s no retun, 1o rejection of he sovereignty of God, as exercised through His chosen representaives. Their lectoral policy kas been classically
summarized 2s “One man (men osly), one vote, once ™

Clearly, in the slamic world as it was in Europe, a ree and far election is the culminatior, not the inauguration, of the process of democratic development. But that i no reason to cosset dictaors
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arcused great exthusiasm among Mol fndamentalits n North Afica, a2d persuaded thei leaders to tansfr thei llgiance rom thei Saudi sponsrs 1 e ew rag ber. In amuay 1992, afer an neral of growing tenson, the military canceled e second

sound of elecions. Inthe momths that flowedthey isved e FIS snd etbliched 8 “secla” egine, i fct » rbles icstorsip, with o ofspprovel i Pais, Washingon, s b Weserscapal A biter snd mudercs sl sllowed, withreciprocs]
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beginning o th srugglea eghty bousand, mos of e civlas.

) 41.Qu'ids s bl e Usied Sttes expicty sesposibe o the sty tskeover i Algeria. e s ebewhere Americ, a the dominsst powe i th wordof e isfidels, s sl blsmed for sl st st wrong, and sore specfcly o he ppresion of
It movemens, te saugher of e follower, a0d te esabliskment of what were seen 2 223 lamit dicatonkips it Wester—tmoe specificaly, Amerkaz—support Here 1 the Amercazs were blamed—by many fo pot rotesing tisviolaion of
Gemocatic bere, by some fo actvely encosaging and supportin the mlftar regime. Simila problerns s in EgYP, in Pakista, and in soneother i countries here i seas kel that a gesuinly feeand i lecion would resut i et ity

I, the democrsts s ofcoure ot » dssdvastage. Ther declogy seiresths,even s o gve fresdoms s rightst e Tl cppostion. The I, when i poe, e under o s obigetion O the contsy, i prisciples requiethess £
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summarced s “Ope man (men k), coe o, coce”
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CHAPTER VII

AFAILURE OF MODERNITY

Almost the entive Muslim world i affected by poverty and tyranny. Both of these problems are atributed, especialy by those with an interest in diertng attention from themselves, o America—he frst to American economic dominance and exploitation, nov thinly
disguised a5 “globalization” the second to America’s support for the many so-called Muslim y7ants who serve its purposes. Globalization has become  major theme in the Arab media, and it is almost always raised in connection with American economic penetrafion.
‘The increasingly wetched economic sitsation in most o the Muslim world, compared not only with the West but also with the rapidly rising economies of East Asia, fuels these fustrations. American paramoutey, as Middle Eastemers see i, indicates where to direct
the blame and the resultng hostiliy:

‘The combination of low productivity and high birth ratein the Middle East makes for an unstable mis, with  large and rapidly growing population of unemployed, uneducated, and frustated young men. By allindicators from the United Nations, the World Bark: and
other authorities, the Arab counfries—in mafters such a3 job creation, education, technology, and productivity—lag ever further behind the West. Even worse, the Arab nations also g behind the more recent recrus to Westemn-style modemnity, such as Korea, Taiwan,
and Singapore

‘The comparatie figures on the performance of Muslim counties, asreflected i these statitics, are devastatig. In the lstng of economies by gross domestic prodict,the highestrarking Muslim majority country is Turkey, with 64 million inhabitants,in twenty-third
‘place, befween Austia and Denmark, with about 5 million each. The next is Indonesia, with 212 millor, in fwenty-eighth place, following Norway with 4.5 million and followed by Saudi Arabia with 21 million. In comparative purchasing power, the first Muslim state is
Indonesia in fifteenth place, followed by Turksy in nineteenth place. The highestranking Arab country is Saudi Arabis, in fwenty-ninth place, followed by Egypt. In lving standards as reflected by gross domestic prodict per head, the frst Muslim state is Qatar, in
‘wenty-thid place, followed by the United Arab Emi-ates i twenty- i place and Kuwait in twenty-eighth.

In a lsting by industrial outpur, the highest-ranking Muslim counry is Saudi Arabia, rumber twenty-one, followed by Indonesia, tied with Austria and Belgium in fwenty-second place, and Turkey, fied with Norway in twenty-seventh place. In 2 lising by
‘manufacturing oupu, the highest ranking Arab country is Egypt,inthirty-fi8 place, tying with Norway. In a liting by life expectancy, the first Arab state is Kuwat, i thiry-second place, folowing Denmark 2nd followed by Cuba. In ownership of telephone lines per
bumdred people, the first Muslim country lsted is the United Arab Emirates, in thiry-third place, following Macan and followed by Rétmion. In ovmership of computers per hundred peopl, the first Muslim state listed is Babrain, in thirtith place, followed by Qatar in
thirty-second and the Usited Arab Emirates in thiry-fourth.

‘Book sales pesent an even more dismal picture. A iting of twerty-seven countries, beginning with the Uited States and ending with Vietnam, does notinclude  single Muslim sate. In 2 human development index, Brunel is number 32, Kunwait 36, Bakrain 40, Qatar
41, the United Arab Emmirates 44, Libya 66, Kazakbstan 67, and Saudi Arabia tied with Brazil as number 65,

A report on Arab Human Development in 2002, prepared by a committee of Arab intellectuals and published under the auspices of the United Nations, again reveals some striking confrast. “The Arab world ranslates sbout 330 books anmuall, one-fifh of the number
hat Greece translates. The accumulatve total of ranslated books since the Caliph Maa'moun's [sic] fime [fhe ninth century] is about 100,000, almostthe average hat Spain franslates in one year.” The economic sifuation i o better: “The GDP in al Arab countries
combined stood at $531.2 billon in 1999—less than that of 2 single European county, Spain ($395.5 billion).” Another aspect of underdevelopment is illusrated i table of “active research scientists, requently cited tiles, and frequently cited papers per million
inhabitants, 1987.7%
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‘This s hardly surprising, given the comparative figures for llteracy.

In 2 ranking of 155 countries for economic &eedom in 2001, the Arab Gulf states do rather well, with Bahrain number 9, the United Arab Emirates 14, and Kuwait 42. But the general economic performance of the Arsb and more broadly the Muslim world remains
relatively poor. According to the World Bank, in 2000 the average annual income in the Muslim counfries from Moroceo to Bangladesh was only balf the world average, and in the 1990: the combined gross natioal products of Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon—that i, three.
of Liraels Arab neighbors—ere considerably smaller than that of Israel slone. The per capita fgures are worse. According to United Nations statistics, Lsrasl's per capita GDP was three and 2 half times that of Lebanon and Syria, twelve times that of Jordan, and
thirteen 2nd 2 halftimes that of Egypt.

‘The contrast with the West, 2nd now also with the Far East, i even more disconcerting. In earlier fimes such discrepancies might have passed unnoticed by the vast mass of the population. Todzy, thanks to modem media and communications, even the poorest and
‘most ignorant are painfully aware of th differences befuveen themselves and others, alike at the personal, familia,local, and societallevels.
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‘place, between Austria and Denmark, with about § million each. The next is Indonesia, with 212 million, in twenty-eighth place, following Norway with 4.5 million and followed by Saudi Arabia with 21 million. In comparative purchasing power, the first Muslim state is
Indonesia in fifteenth place, followed by Turksy in nineteenth place. The highestranking Arab country is Saudi Arabis, in fwenty-ninth place, followed by Egypt. In lving standards as reflected by gross domestic prodict per head, the frst Muslim state is Qatar, in
‘wenty-thid place, followed by the United Arab Emi-ates i twenty- i place and Kuwait in twenty-eighth.

In a lsting by industrial outpur, the highest-ranking Muslim counry is Saudi Arabia, rumber twenty-one, followed by Indonesia, tied with Austria and Belgium in fwenty-second place, and Turkey, fied with Norway in twenty-seventh place. In 2 lising by
‘manufacturing oupu, the highest ranking Arab country is Egypt,inthirty-fi8 place, tying with Norway. In a liting by life expectancy, the first Arab state is Kuwat, i thiry-second place, folowing Denmark 2nd followed by Cuba. In ownership of telephone lines per
bumdred people, the first Muslim country lsted is the United Arab Emirates, in thiry-third place, following Macan and followed by Rétmion. In ovmership of computers per hundred peopl, the first Muslim state listed is Babrain, in thirtith place, followed by Qatar in
thirty-second and the Usited Arab Emirates in thiry-fourth.

‘Book sales pesent an even more dismal picture. A iting of twerty-seven countries, beginning with the Uited States and ending with Vietnam, does notinclude  single Muslim sate. In 2 human development index, Brunel is number 32, Kunwait 36, Bakrain 40, Qatar
41, the United Arab Emmirates 44, Libya 66, Kazakbstan 67, and Saudi Arabia tied with Brazil as number 65,

A report on Arab Human Development in 2002, prepared by a committee of Arab intellectuals and published under the auspices of the United Nations, again reveals some striking confrast. “The Arab world ranslates sbout 330 books anmuall, one-fifh of the number
hat Greece translates. The accumulatve total of ranslated books since the Caliph Maa'moun's [sic] fime [fhe ninth century] is about 100,000, almostthe average hat Spain franslates in one year.” The economic sifuation i o better: “The GDP in al Arab countries
combined stood at $531.2 billon in 1999—less than that of 2 single European county, Spain ($395.5 billion).” Another aspect of underdevelopment is illusrated i table of “active research scientists, requently cited tiles, and frequently cited papers per million
inhabitants, 1987.7%
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‘This s hardly surprising, given the comparative figures for llteracy.

In 2 ranking of 155 countries for economic &eedom in 2001, the Arab Gulf states do rather well, with Bahrain number 9, the United Arab Emirates 14, and Kuwait 42. But the general economic performance of the Arsb and more broadly the Muslim world remains
relatively poor. According to the World Bank, in 2000 the average annual income in the Muslim counfries from Moroceo to Bangladesh was only balf the world average, and in the 1990: the combined gross natioal products of Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon—that i, three.
of Liraels Arab neighbors—ere considerably smaller than that of Israel slone. The per capita fgures are worse. According to United Nations statistics, Lsrasl's per capita GDP was three and 2 half times that of Lebanon and Syria, twelve times that of Jordan, and
thirteen 2nd 2 halftimes that of Egypt.

‘The contrast with the West, 2nd now also with the Far East, i even more disconcertng. In earlierfimes such discrepancies might have passed unnoticed by the vast mass of the population. Todzy, thanks to modem media and communications, even the poorest and
‘most ignorant are painfully aware of th differences beftveen themselves and others, alike at the persozal, familia,local, and societal |

‘Modemnization in poliics has fared no befier—perhaps even worse—than in warfare and economics. Many Islamic counties kave experimented with democratic nstitutions of one kind or another. In some, 22 in Turkey and Ira, they were inrodiuced by innovative
native reformers;in others, 2 in several of the Arab countris, hey were installed and then bequeathed by departing imperialists The record, with the exception of Turkey,is one of almost unvelieved failure. Western-styl parties and parlizments almost nvariably ended.
i comupt tyrannies, maintained by repression and indoctrination. The only European model that worked, i the sense of accomplishing its purposes, was the one-party dictatorship. The Ba'th Party, differen branches of which have ruled Iraq and Syia for decades,
incorporated the worst features of ts Nazi and Soviet models. Since the death of the Egyptian president Nasser, in 1970, no Arab leader has been able to gain extensive support outside his own county. Indeed, no Arab leader has been willing o submit is clam to power
1018 fee vote. The leaders who kave come closestto winning pan-Arab approval are the Libyan Ms'ammar Qaddaf in the 1970: and, more recently, Saddam Hissein. That these o, of all Arab rules, should enjoy such wide popularty s in iself both appalling and.
revealing

In view of this, it i hardly surprising that many Msslims speak of the faiure of modernization and respond to different diagnoses ofthe sickness of their society, vwith different prescriptions for itscure.

For some, the answer is more and better modemnization, binging the Middle East into line with the moden and modernizing world. For others, modemnity is iselfthe problem, and the source of ll thei woes.

‘The people of the Middle East are increasingly aware of the deep and widening gulf befween the opportunties of the free world outside their borders and the appalling privation and repression within them. The resulting anger is naturaly directed fist against their
rulers, and then against those whom they see as keeping those rulers in power for selfsh reasons. It is surely significant that all th terrrists who have been identified in the September 11 atacks on Ner York and Washington came from Saudi Arabia and Egypt—hat i,
countries whose rulers are deemed friendly to the United States.

One reason for this curious fact, advanced by an AL.Qa‘ida operative, i that terrorists fom friendly countries have less trouble getting U'S. visas. A more basic reason is the deeper hostility in counties where the United States is held responsible for maintaining
tyrannical egimes. A special ase, novw under increasing serutiny, is Saudi Arabia, where significant elements in the regime ifslf seem at times to share and foster his hostlty
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mative seformer; i ohers, 5 i several o the Arab cousties, they were isaledand hen bequesthd by departing sperialists The recod, i he exception of ke, i 00 ofalosturseleved e, Wester. syl partes and pariaments shost inariably ended
1 comupt tasnies, mainained by represicn and indoctinatin. The only Europesn model that worked, i the seus of accomplisking is purpose, was the oo pary dictatorsp. The Ba't Pary, difleent branhes of which hae ruled Iraq ad Sy for dcades
ncorporated the worst feaures of its Naz and Sovies models. Sisce e death ofthe Egrptian presidet Nassr, i 1970, o Arsbleder bas bes able 0 gan extensive suppot outide his v counry: ndeed, o Ara leades hasbeen illin o sabmt b clain o powes
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For some, the ansver i more and beter modernzaton, brnging the Middle st i e with the modern and modermizing world. For others, modemy i aelftheproblrs, and thesouzce ofal thei woes.
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CHAPTER VIIT

‘THE MARRIAGE OF SAUDI POWER AND WAHHABI TEACHING

‘The rejection of modemity i favor of 2 refum to the sacred pas kas 2 varid znd ramified history in the egion and has given ris to 2 number of movements. The most important of these was undoubtedly that known, afe ts founder, 2s Wabhabism. Muhammad itm
“Abd al Wabhab (1703-1792) was 2 theologian from the Najd area of Arsbia, ruled by local sheikh of the House of Saud. In 174 he lzunched 2 campaign of purifcation and renewal. His declared aim was to retun fo the pure and authentic slam of the Founder,
removing and where necessary destroying al thelatr accretons and distotions.

‘The Wabhabi cause was embraced by the Saudi rulers of Najd, who promoted it, for a while successfully, by force of amns. In 2 series of campaigns, they carried ther rule and their faith to much of central and eastern Arabia and even raided the lands of the Fertle
Crescent under direct Ottoman administratin, Aftr sacking Karbals, the Shiite holy place in Iraq, they tumed their atention to the Hijaz, and in 18041806 occupied and—in their terms—cleansed the holy cities of Mecca and Medina. By now they were cleatly
confronting and challenging the Oftoman sultan, whomm the Saudi rler denounced as a backslider from the Muslim fith and 2 usurper in the Muslim state.

‘The Ottoman Empire, even at this stage of fs decline, was able o cope with a desertsebel. Wit the help of the pasha of Egypt and his forces, the task was completed in 1818, when the Saudi capital was occupied and the Saudi emir sent to Istanbul and decapitated.
For the time being, the Saudi state ceased to exis, but the Wakhabi doctrine survived, and from about 1823 another member of the House of Saud was able o reconstiute the Saudi principality, with its capital in Riyadh. Once again, the chisfains of the House of Saud.
elped and were helped by the exponents of Wahabi doctrze.

“The rise of Wahkabism in eighteenth-century Arabia was in significant measure a resporse 1o the changing crcumstances of the time. One of these was of course th retreat f Islam and the comresponding advance of Christendom. This had been going on for a long.
ime, but it was a slow and gradual process, and began at the remote peripheries of the slamic world. By the eighteenth cenfury it was becoming clear even at the center. The long, slow retreat of the Ottomans in the Balkans and the advance of the Briish in India were,
still far avay fom Arabis, but their impact was fet, both tirough the Oftomans on the one side and i the Persian Gulf on the other, and was surel reflected among the pilgrims who came to Arabia every year from all over the Muslim world. The ie of the Waklhabis was
directed not primarly against outsiders but against those whom they sar as betraying and degrading Islam ffom withir: on the one hand those who attempted any kind of modenizing reform; on the other—and this was the more immedite target—those whom the
‘Wabkhabis saw as corrupting and debasing the rue Lslamic heritage of the Prophet and his Companions. They were of course strongly opposed to any school or version of Isam, whether Sunmi or Skifie, other than thei own. They were particularly opposed to Sufism,
condemning not only s mysticism and tolerance bt also what they saw s the pagan cults associated with it

Wherever they could, they enforced their beliefs with the utmost severity and ferociy, demolishing tombs, desecrating what they called false idolatrous and oly places, and slaughtering large rumbers of men, women, and children who failed to meet thei standards of
Islamic purity 2nd authenticity. Another practice infrodced by Tbn *Abd al-Wakhab was the condemration and burning of books. These consisted mainly of Islamic works on theology and law deemed contrary to Wabhabi doctrine. The buming of books was often
accompanied by the summary exeeution of those who wrote, copied, o taught them.

‘The second allince of Wakiabi doctrine and Saudi force began in the last years ofthe Ottoman Empire and has continsed to the present day: Tovo developments n the early fwentieth century ransformed Wabkabism into 2 major force i the Lslamic world and beyond.
‘The first of these was the expansion and consolidation of the Saudi kingdom. In the last years of the Ottoman Empire, Sheikh “Abd al-*Aziz on Saud (borm ca. 1880, ruled 1902-1953) played skilfully on the siruggle befvveen the Ottomans on the one hand and the.
expanding Briish power in eastern Arabia on the other. In December 1915 he signed an agreement with Britan whereby, while preserving his independence, he obtained 2 subsidy and a promise of assistance if atacked. The end of the war and the breakup of the
Ottoman Empire ended this phase, and le&t him face o face with Britain alone. He fared very well in ths new arrangement and was able o expand his nheried realm in successive stages. In 1921 ke finally defeated his longtime rival Ion Rashid in Nortzern Najd and,
annexing bis teritories, assumed the till sultan of Najd.

‘The stage was now set for a more crucial strugele, for control of the Hijaz. This land, including the two Muslim holy cities of Mecca and Medina, had been ruled by members of the Hashimite dynasty, descendants of the Prophet, for more than a millenrium, in the last
Sew centuries under loose Ottoman suzerainty. The establishment of Hashimmite morarchies, headed by various branches of the family, i Iraq and in Transjordan as partof the restructuring of the former Ottoman Arab provinces ate the First World War, was seen by Ibn
Saud as 2 threat to his o sealm. Afte years of worsening relations, King Hssein of the Hijaz provided a double pretext, firt by proclaiming himself as caliph, second by refusing to allow Wakhabi pilgrims to perform the pilerimage to the boly cities. bn Saud
responded by invading the Hijaz in 1925.

The Saudis war ofconquest was  complet succes. Thei fores first capturd Meccs; then, on December 5, 1935, afte  iege of ten months,Medina surenderd peacefully. Two weeks e King AL, who had succeeded his tbe, e, asked the Brtih vice
consulin Jeddato iform o Saud of bis withraval fom the Hiaz withhis pesona efects. This was taken as an abdication, an o te follwing day the Saudi forces entered Jedda. The way was now open forTon Saud to prolai himsef K ofthe Hijz and
Sulan of Najd and it Dependencieson Janary , 1926, The nr rgime s mmedinely reogrized by th Exropean powers, otably by the Soviet Unionin diplomti e of Febrary 16t Ton Saud, on the basi of the przciple ofth peopl’sight t0 self-
deermination and out of respectfrth Hijazipeopl’s willa expressed i thei choice of you a hes king ™) A fomal reaty beween o Saud and Great Bitsin ecognzin th fll independence ofthe kingdom, was signed on May 20, 1927, Some other Eutopean
states ollowed st

‘Muslim recognition in contrast was slower and more reluctant. A Muslim mission from India visited Jedda and demanded that the king hand over control of the holy cies o 2 commitee of representtives to be appointed by all Muslim countries. Ton Saud did not
respond to this demand and sent the mission back to India by sea. In June of the same year, he convened an all-lamic Congress in Mecca, inviting the sovereigns and presidents of the independent Mouslim states and representatives fom Muslim organizations in
countries under non-Muslim rule. Sixty-nine people atended the congress from all over the Islamic world. Addressing them, Ton Sand made it clear that he was mow the rule of the Hijaz. He would fulfil bis duties as custodian of the holy places and protector of the
‘pilgrimage but would not permit any outside intervention in bis performance of these tasks.

At the time he evoked a mixed response from his guests. Some dissented and departed; ofhers accepted and recognized the new order. Notable among the lafter was the head of the delegation of Muslims i the Soviet Usion, whose leader, in an inerview with the
Soviet news agency TASS, announced thatthis Islamic Congress kad recognized King Ibn Saud as Custodian of the Holy Places; i had also called for the ransfer of parts of Jordan to the new Hijazi kingdom, and in general expressed support for Ton Sand. Recognition
Srom Muslim states and stll more from Arab states took rather longer. Treates of iendship were signed with Turkey and lran in 1929, with Iraq in 1930, and with Jordan in 1933. The Saudi annexation of the Hijaz was not formally recognized by Egypt uril the
agreement of May 1936.

In the meantime, Ibn Saud proceeded rapidly with the reorganization and restructuring of his fa-flung kingdom and in September 1932 proclaimed 2 new unifary staf, o be called the Saudi Arabian Kingdom. Inthe following year he appointed his eldestson, Sand, a2
Beirto the throne.

‘The same year saw the other major development affecting the region, with the signature, on May 19, 1933, of an agreement befueen the Saudi minister of finance and a representative of Standard Oil of Califora. Saudi poltics and Wabhabi doctrines now rested on a
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CHAPTER VI
‘THE MARRIAGE OF SAUD! POWER AND WaHHAB! TEACHING
The rjection of modernity i fvor o et 1 the scred past has  varied and rmifiedhistory i the egion d has given i 0 mumber f movements. The most importat of these was undoubtedy that knows,afer s founder,as Wabbabiom Msbammad b

Abd alWakkab (1703-1792) was a theologian rom the Najd sre of Arabi, ruled by Iocal sheikhs of the House of Saad.In 1744 be lunched a campag of prification and renewal. Hi decared aca was 1 re  the pure and awtbestic Il of the Founder,
removing and where ncessary destoying all he ateraccetions and ditotons.

“The Wakbabicause was embraced by the S rlers of N, who promoted i, fo 3 whlesuccessly, by fore of ams. I  seres of campaign,thy camed theisrle and thes faith 1o muchof central and easers Aabiaand e raided th Lnds o e Frle
(Crescent under diect Otoman administstion. Afes sacking Karbal, the Shi'ie ol place in g, they fumed thei tetion 1 te Hijaz, and in 16041508 occupied and—in thei temse—cleansed the hoy citiesof Mecea und Medina. By now they wee clealy
confonting and chalenging the Otomas sultn, whos the S rler denounced a  backslide o the Moslz uithand 3 wirpe inthe Muskin st

‘The Otoman Eapice, even atthis tag of s decline, was bl 1 cope with 3 desertrebel. it e hlp of th pashaof Egypt andhis foxcs, thetask wascomplted i 1815, when the Saudicapital s occupiedad the Sauci i sent  stanbul and decapitatd.
For the time beig,the Suudisate cessed t exist, bt the Wabhab doctrine srvived, and fom about 1023 anothr emberofthe House of Suad was able 1 recoasttt the Sauds priscipait, ith it capial i iyadh. Once again,th chifinsofthe Hovuseof Sand
elped and were helped bt exponects of Wby doctice

“The s of Wabhabom in ighteenth.contay Arsbi v n vinifcas meaare resposse t the chasging circumrtancesof the e, O of these w3 ofcoure the retres o eam an the corespending advasce of Christendom. This bad boen going on o bng.
e, bu it was  show and radualprocess, nd began f e remote peipherie o he Tlamic workd. By th ighteeth ety it was becoming clear evenat thecester. The o, sl et ofthe Otenans n the Blkans and the advance of the Brt i odia were
sl e away foes Avabi, b thi mpact s ek, bt through the Otonazs o the aoe side and i the Perian Gl o thecther, nd was srely relcted among the plgrizs who camef Avabi every ear foms ll oesthe Masliz workd. The i of the Wabbabis was
neced not primanily it outsiders bt agiut those whom they s 3 beaying and degrading Il fromn wihi: o the one hand those who steanpted any kind of modernizing refos; on the oter—snd thi w2 the mor immedite trgei—those Whom the
Wabhabis s a comuping nd debasing the tueIlamic hritage of e Prophe an hi Cosnpanion. They were of course strngly opposed to any schoo o verson of s, whether Su o Sh'e, ober than the v, Ty were puticulary opposed to S,
condemsing norcly 2 my i snd tolere bt alo wht s s 3 hepagan ol snsoced itk

Whereve they could, they enfrced thiblief with th utmostseverity and ferocity, demsolishing tomb, desecrating whathey called flse doltous d by place, andslsaghteing lrge umbers of men, worse, and hidren who fled o meet thei andards of
i ity od sshesicity. Anothe practice irodsced by Tha 'Abd alWakhah was the condemastion snd bming of books. These conssted sl of slame ks cn theology and I devmsed contary to Wabsbi doctrin. The burming of books was ofen
accompanied by the rummary executionof hose who wote,copied. o tught tem.

Thesecond lnc f s oo s S e bganin e st earof e O Epiad as o 10t prevc . T deloptets ity sttty taforsd akhabic 3 s e e i word od beyond.
‘The first of these was the expansion and consolidation of the Saudi kingdom. In the last years of the Otoman Empire, Sheikh 'Abd al-'Aziz b Saud (bor ca. 1880, ruled 1902-1953) played skillfully on the struggle between the Ottomans on the one hand and the

) exuning e pover vt A o et 1 December 1915 e signed 3 aremect ek i ey, e s s dependcc, b cbtaed by e  promiseofsptnce i atcked. The e o he wa d e sk o e
O Epie ended s pas, It i e o fce it B s, o fred ey el i e gt s sl  xpd i e e e ages. I 1921 b sl defsted i g v o Rt i Norber Nod 1,
annexing bus termitones. assumed the ttle sukan of Nayd

“Thesage was o st for a more crucal g, for contol o the ijaz This and, ncuding the two Muslim ol citesof Mecea d Medica, hadbeen rled by messbesofthe Hashizite dymarty, descendants o the Prophet,for more thana millecaiom, n the ast
e centuries under loos Ottman suzersoty. Th establisbaset of Hashimite rourchie,beaded by vaiousbranches of he faily, inIaq d i Transjordan a part fthe estrucusing of the frmes Otoman Arahprovinces e the Fist Word War, was seen by Toa
Saud s hreat 1o bis o eakm. AR years of worsening relatios, King Hussein ofth Hija provded a double pretet st by procaming hizsef as calph, secod by reing t allove Wabkab plgriss t peror the pilgrimage 9 the bly citis Ion Sand
responded by invadingthe Hijz i 1925

“The Sasds' warof conguest s a completesuccen. Thei forces frt caprured Mcea; then, oo Decemsbr 5, 1925, e  siege of e s, Medina surendered peaceflly. T weeks e King Al wbo had succeeded bis fter, Hussin, asked the Biish vice
consul i Jedda 1 inform Ton Saud of his witbdrawal fom the Fijaz with his personal effecs. This was taken 5 a abdication an o te fllowing day the Suudi forcesentered edda. The way wasnow open o Ton Saud 10 procainhinselfKing ofthe oz and
Sultn of N and is Dependeaciescn Juuary S, 1926, The new regio was mmeditly recogaized by the Eutopesn powers, ctably b the Sovet Uion i a dilomatc note of February 1610 T Saud, "o th basisof the princpl ofthe pecpl’ igt to sl
determinaion and ot of respect for the Hijzpecpl’swilla exressd i thee choice ofyou 1 thir king " A frmal sy between T Susd and Great B, recogrisiog the ful independence of the kingdom, was signed on May 20, 1927 Seme oher Eopean.
e fllwed st

M recopniton in contast was sower and e elctast A Mosls misicn rom Indi vinked Jedds nd demanded tht the king hand overcontol ofthe hly ciiesto & commitee of reresepatves 1 be appointed by ll Moskim coutries. T Sad did et
respontotis deraan 1 et the mison back o Idia by ses. In Jume ofthe same yar, b convened ol lmic Congrss i Mece, iting the overegas and presdents ofthe independent Ml vstes nd represetatves fom Mislin organzstions i
counties undernon-Maslo rle, Sixty-sie pespl ainded the congres from ol ove the aumic word, Addessing them, Ton S made  clea that hewas o th uler of the Hijaz. He would flfl bis duties s custodan of th bl places and proector of the
pleremage but would ot perit ey cutde mtervestion i i perdormasceof stk

At e time be evoked  mixed response fom his guests. Sowe disveted and departd; others sccepted and ecogaized the ew oder Notabe among the laer was th head f the delegation of Mz n the Soviet Ui, whose leader, i a intevie with the
Soriet s agency TASS, asmouscedthat i sami Cosgrss bad ecogaized King Ion S s Custodianof e Holy Place;  had sl calledfo the e ofparts of ot the e Hijsingdom, and i generslexpresed uppertfr o S Recogaition
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‘Wester interest in Middle Easter oil dated from the eary twentieth century and was mainly operated by British, Dutch, and French companies. American inerest began in the early 1920, with growing concem about the depletion of domestc oi resources and the fear
of 2 Exropean monopaly of Middle Eastern oil. American companies iniialy entered the Middle Eastern oil market as jusior partners in European combines. Standard Oil of California was the fist American company to undertake serious oil exploration. After some.
inconclusive efforts i the Gulf states, Standard Oil finally turned to the Saudis and in 1930 requested permission for 2 geological exploration of the eastem province. King Tbn Saud at frstrefused this request but then agreed to negotiations, which culminated in the.
‘agreement of 1933. One of the facors which induced the king to change his mind was no doub the depression that began in 1929 and brought a serious and growing deterioration in the fnances of the kingdom.

Less than four months afte the signature of the agreement, he first American geologists arived in eastern Arabia. By the end of the year, the exploratory mission was well esablished, and n the following year American teams began the extraction and export of oil
‘The process of development was interrupted by the Second World War but was resumed when the war ended. Some indication of the scale of development may be seen in the figures fo oil extracted in Arabia, in millions of barels: 1045, 213; 1953, 356.6; 1965, 504.8;
1975,2,5825.

‘The outward flow of ol and the corresponding imward flow of money brought immense changes to the Saudi kingdom, s infernal sructure and way of life, and its extemnal role and influence, both in the oil-consuming counfries and, more powerully, i the world of
Islam. The most sigrificant change was in the impact of Wabhzbism 2nd the role ofis protagonists. Wakhabism was novw the offcil,state-enforced doctrine of ane of the most influential governments in all am—the custodian of the two holiest places of Islam, the.
Bost ofthe annual pilgrimage, which brings millios of Muslims from every part of the world to share i its ites and itual. At the same time, the teachers and preachers of Wabhabism had at their disposal immense financial resources, which they used to promote and.
spread their version of slam. Exen in Western counfries in Euope and America, where the public educational systems are good, Wabhabi indoctrination cexters may be the only form of slamie education available to new converts and to Muslim parents who wish to give
their children some grounding i their own inherited religious and cultual traditon. This indoctrination i provided in private schools,religious seminars, mosque schools, holiday camps and, increasingly, prisons.

In traditionsl slamic usage the term magbasa denoted 2 center of higher educafion, of scholarship, teaching, and research. The classical slamic madrasa was the predecessor of and in many ways the model for the great medieval European universities. In modem
‘usage the word madrasa has acquired a negative meaning: it has come to denote a center forindoctrination in bigotry and violence. A revealing example may be seen n the backgrounds of a mumber of Turks arrested on suspicion of complicty in terorit acivities. Every
single one of them was bom and educated in Germany, not one in Turkey. The German govermment does not supervise the religious education of minority groups. The Turkish government keeps 2 watchful eye on these mafters. In Europe and America, because of the
reluctance of the sate o involve itselfin religious matters, the teaching of slam in schools and elsewhere has in general been totally unsupervised by authority This situation clearly favors those with the fewvestseruples, the strongest convictions, and the most money.

‘The resul can perhaps be depicted through an imaginary parallel. Imagine that the Kt Klux Klan or some similar group obtains toal control of the state of Texas, of it ol and therefore of it oil revemues, and having done 3o, uses this money to establish 2 nefwork of
well-endorved schools and colleges all over Christendom, peddling their peculiar brand of Christianity. This paralel is somerwhat less dire than the reality, since most Chistian couriries have fmctioning public school systems of ther own. In some Muslim countries this
i2 1ot o, and the Wakihabi-sponsored schools and colleges represent for many young Muslims the only education availzble. By these means the Wahhabis have carried their message all over the Islamic world and, increasingly, o Islamic minority communites i ofher
‘counties, notably in Europe and Nort America. Organized Muslim public lfe, education, and even worship ae, t an alarming exten, fimded and therefore diected by Wakhabis, and the version of Islam that they practice and preach i dominated by Wakihabi principles
‘and atitudes. The custodianship of the boly places and the revenues of oil kave given worldide impact to what would otherwise have been an exremist finge in 2 marginal country:

‘The exploitation of oil brought vast new wealth and with it ew and increasingly biter social tensions. In the old society inequaifie of wealth had been limited, and ther effects were resrained—on the one hand, by the traditional socal bonds and obligations tht liked.
rich and poor and, on the other hand, by the privacy of Muslim home life. Modemization has all too ofien widened the gap, destroyed those social bonds, and through the universality of the moder media, made the resulfing inequaliies painfully visible. All this has
created new and receptive audiences for Wabhabi teachings and those of ike-minded groups, among them the Mauslim Brothers in Egypt and Syria and the Taliban in Afghanistan.

il wealth also bad negative political ffects, b inkibiting the development of epresentative instittions. “No taxation without representation” marks a crucial step in the development of Wester democracy. Unfortunately, the converse is lso true—no representation
without taxation. Governments with oil wealth have no need for popular assemblies to impose and collecttaxes, and can affod, for some time at least, to disregard public opinion. Even that term has litle meaning in such societes. Lacking any other outlet, new and.
‘growing discontents also find expression in religious extremist movements.

It has now become normal to describe these movements as fundamentalis. The term is unfortunate for a rumiber of reasons. It was originally an American Protestant term, used to designate ertain Protestant churches that differed in some respects from the mainsiream.
churches. The to main differences were iberal theology and biblical critcism, both seen as objectionable. Liberal theology has been an issue among Muslims in the past and may be again in the future. It is not at the present time. The literal divinity and inerrancy of the.
Quranis  basic dogma of Isam, and although some may dowb i, none challenge it These differences bear no resemblanc to those that divide Mouslim fimdamentalists from the Islamic mainstream, and the term can therefore be misleading. It i however now common
‘usage, and has even been ranslated literaly into Arabic, Persian, and Turkish.

‘The cclipse of pan- Arabism left Islamic fundamentalism 2 the most atiractve altemative o all those o felt that there has to be something beter, truer, and more hopel than the inept tyranies of their rulers and the bankrupt ideclogies foisted on them from
outside. These movements feed on privation and humilition and on the frustation and resentments to hich they giv rise, after the failure of allthe politcal nd economic nostrums, both the forcign imports and the local imitations. As seen by many in the Middle East
and north Afrca, both capialism and socizlism were ried and have faied; both Western and Eastern models produced only poverty and tyranmny. t may seem unjust that in post.independence Algerz, for example,the West should be blamed for the pseudo-Stalnist
policies of n anti-Western goverament, for the failure of the one and the insptitude ofthe other. But popular sentiment is mot entiely wrong in seeing the Western world and Western ideas 25 the ultimate source of the major changes that bave transformed the Islamic
wvorl inthe last century or more. As 2 consequence, much of the anger i the slamic world i directed against the Westerner, seen s the ancient and immemmorial enemy of Islam since the frst clashes befuveen the Maslim calipks and the Christan emperors, and against
the Westernizer, seen as atool or accomplice of the West and a a taior o his ow faith and people.

Religious findamentalism enjoys several advantages against competing ideologies. It is readily inteligible to both educated and uneducated Muslims. It offers a set of themes, slogans, and symbols that are profoundly familiar and therefore effective in mobilizing
support and in formulating both 2 crifique of what is wrong 2nd 2 program for puftng it right. Religious movements enjoy another practica] advantage in soceties ike those of the Middle East and north Africa thatare under mre or less autoeratc rule: dictators can
forbid parties, they can forbid meetings—they camnot forbid publi worship, and they can to only a imited extent control sermons.

s 2 resultthe religious opposifion groups are the only ones that have regular meeting places where they can assemble and have at ther disposal 2 network outsid the control of the stae or a least not flly subjectto it The more oppressive the regime, the more it
Belps the fundamentalst by giving them & virtual monopoly of opposition.

il Tl adiclis s mot v Severa s since the beginnings o the \estrn mpact i the ighteenth centr, her have been religiously expressed et opposiin movements. So fa they have all fled. Sometues they have e in an ez and
selstiely painess way b being defested and suppressed, i whichcas th crovmof maryrdom brought them i of success. Sometinesthey e filed th hard way, b gaiing power, and hen having t confont gret econormi and social problems for whichthey
i o e amsers. Vst s sl ppened is hat they ve becorme, S, s oppressve and s cyuicl st ousted predcessors. t s i s phse that hey cn become realy dangerous, s, 1 use a Eutopean typolog, the reliton eters the Nagoleotic
o, perhaps one should say, the Stalmist phase In a program ofsggression and expaion these moveasents would enjy;lke thtr Jacobin and Bolsherilk pedecessors, the advantage of 6 columns i every counry and community it ich they share 2 common
wmiverse o discoure.

Broadly speaking, Muslim fimdamentaliss are those who feelthat the roubles of the Muslim world at the pres-ent time are the resul not of insufficient modernization but of excessive modemization, which they see as a betrayal of authentic Islamic values. For them
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200, nd te Waklabisponsored schools and cllgesrepresent o many young Moslm e uly educaon aaisble. By tese meansthe Wabbabiskave camied thes messag alloer th Ilamic word and,increasigly, f olamic minorey commmunites in ther
countrier, ntaby in Euope and North Americ. Orgaized Muslizspublic i, education,and even worsip are, 3 laing exten,funded and therefore dreted by abbabi,an e version of Il that they pacticeandpreach is domiated by Wabhabipiniples
30 atitsds. The custdisnsip of e ol plces snd th evess of ol have gives worldwide mpact 1o st would thervise bave ben a exreaiet e n 3 marpnal county

T explistionof il brought st e weshh snd with i e snd ncessingly bt socel tesion. s the ol ocietymequaliienof el had been hitd, s e efects ere restsnd—nthe oo hand, by e tsdtonal socsl bondssnd olgstions thst nked
ich snd poor 4, o the ot band, by e rivacy of sl home fe. Modemizaton b al 00 often widened the g3p,desoyed thoe socil bonds,and through th unverslfy o the modem oedi,made th sesaling inequalies iy vible, All s bas
created new and ecepive audiences for Wabbabteachingsand hose of ik minded groups, among them e MashinBrothrs i Egyptand Sy and the Taliban in Afghanita.

O westh s b egativepolicaleffcts by nbitin e deselopmentofrepresentatvestittions. “No taaton withost represestation” ks & cruial sep i the development of Westrn democrscy: Unfortunstely, the comvere i lso true—o sepesetation
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single one of them was bom and educated in Germany, not one in Turkey. The German government does not supervise the religious education of minority groups. The Turkish government keeps 2 watchful eye on these matters. In Europe and America, because of the
reluctance of the sate o involve itselfin religious matters, the teaching of slam in schools and elsewhere has in general been totally unsupervised by authority This situation clearly favors those with the fewvestseruples, the strongest convictions, and the most money.

‘The resul can perhaps be depicted through an imaginary parallel. Imagine that the Kt Klux Klan or some similar group obtains toal control of the state of Texas, of it ol and therefore of it oil revemues, and having done 3o, uses this money to establish 2 nefwork of
well-endorved schools and colleges all over Christendom, peddling their peculiar brand of Christianity. This paralel is somerwhat less dire than the reality, since most Chistian couriries have fmctioning public school systems of ther own. In some Muslim countries this
s not s0, and the Wabhabi-sponsored school: and colleges represent for many young Moslims the only education availsble. By these means the Wakihabis kave carried their message all over the Islamic world and, increasingly, to [slamic minority communities in other
countries, notably in Europe and North America. Organized Muslim public lie, education, znd even worship are, to an alarming extent, funded and therefore directed by Wabkabis, and the version of slam thatthey practice and preach is dominated by Wabhabi principles
and attitudes. The custodianship of the holy places and the revenes of ol have given worldwide impact to what would ofherwise have been an extremist finge in 2 marginal country.

‘The exploitation of oil brought vast new wealth and with it ew and increasingly biter social tensions. In the old society inequaifie of wealth had been limited, and ther effects were resrained—on the one hand, by the traditional socal bonds and obligations tht liked.
rich and poor and, on the other hand, by the privacy of Muslim home life. Modemization has all too ofien widened the gap, destroyed those social bonds, and through the universality of the moder media, made the resulfing inequaliies painfully visible. All this has
created new and receptive audiences for Wahhabi teachings and those of ike-minded groups, among them the Muslim Brothers in Egypt and Syria and the Taliban in Afghanistan.

Oil wealth alzo had negative poltical effects, by inhibiting the development of representative instituions. “No taxafion without representation” marks 2 crucial step i the development of Western democracy. Unfortunatel, the converse i also true—no representation
without taxation. Governments with oil wealth have no need for popular assemblies to impose and collecttaxes, and can affod, for some time at least, to disregard public opinion. Even that term has litle meaning in such societes. Lacking any other outlet, new and.
‘growing discontents also find expression in religious extremist movements

It has now become normal to describe these movements as fundamentalis. The term is unfortunate for a rumiber of reasons. It was originally an American Protestant term, used to designate ertain Protestant churches that differed in some respects from the mainsiream.
churches. The fo main differences were liberal theology and biblical critcism, both seen as objectionsble. Liberal theology has been a issus among Muslims in the past and may be again in the future. It i not atthe present time. The lteraldivinity and inerrancy of the
Qur'an s a basic dogma of slam, and alfhough some may doubt it none ckallenge it These ifferences bear no resemblance to those that divide Muslim fundamentalists om the Islamic mainstream, and the term czn therefore be misleading. It is however now common
‘usage, and has even been ranslated literaly into Arabic, Persian, and Turkish.

‘The eclipse of pan-Arzbism left slamic findamentalim a5 the most atractive altematve to all those who felt that there has to be something bette, ruer, and more hopeful than the inept tyramnies of ther rulers and the bankrupt ideologies foisted on them from
cutside. These movements feed on privation and humiliation and on the fustration and resenfments to hich they give rise, afer the falure of all the political and economic nostrums, both the foreign imports and the local imitafions. As seen by many in the Middle East
and north Afica, both capitalism and socialism were fried and have faled; both Western and Eastern models produced oxly poverty 2nd fyramny. It may seem unjust hat in post-independence Algeriz, for example, the West should be blamed for the pseudo-Stalinist
‘policies of an anti-Western government, for the failure of the one and the ineptitude of the other. Bt popular sentiment is not entirely wrong in seeing the Western world and Western ideas as the ulfimate source of the major changes that have fransformed the Isamic.
world in the last century or more. As a consequence, much of the anger inthe Islamic world i directed against the Westerne, seen a3 the ancient and immemoria enemy of slam since the first clashes between the Muslim caliphs and the Clristizn emperors, and against
the Westemnizer, seen a: a tool or accomplice of the West and a3 a traitr to s own faith and people.

Religious findamentalism enjoys several advantages against competing ideologies. It is readily inteligible to both educated and uneducated Muslims. It offers a set of themes, slogans, and symbols that are profoundly familiar and therefore effective in mobilizing
support and in formulating both 2 crifique of what is wrong 2nd 2 program for puftng it right. Religious movements enjoy another practica] advantage in soceties ike those of the Middle East and north Africa thatare under mre or less autoeratc rule: dictators can
Sorbid parties,they can forbid meetings—they cannot forbid public worship, and they can to oxly a limited extent control sermons.

s 2 resultthe religious opposifion groups are the only ones that have regular meeting places where they can assemble and have at ther disposal 2 network outsid the control of the stae or a least not flly subjectto it The more oppressive the regime, the more it
Belps the fundamentalst by giving them & virtual monopoly of opposition.

‘Militant slamic radicalism is not new. Several imes since the beginnings of the Western impact in the eighteenth century, there have been religiously expressed militant opposition movements. So far they kave al failed. Sometimes they have failed in an easy and
selatively painless way by being defeated and suppressed, in which case the crown of martyrdom brought them 2 kind of success. Sometimes they have faled the hard way, by gaining powwer, and then having to conffont great economic and social problems for ich they
ad no real ansivers. What has usually happened is thatthey have become, i fime, 2 oppressive and as cynicel a their usted predecessors. It i in this phase thatthey can become really dangerous, when, to use a Exropean typology, the revolution enters the Napoleonic.
or, perhaps one should say, the Stalinist phase. In a program of aggression and expansion these movements would enjoy; ke their Jacobin and Bolshevik predecessors, the advantage of fiffh columns in every country and community with which they share 2 common

Broadly speaking, Muslim fimdamentalists are those who feelthat the roubles of the Muslim world af the pres-ent time are the result not of nsuficient modernization but of excessive modemization, which they see as a betrayal of authentic Islamic values. For them
the remedy is a returm o true Islam, including the abolition of al the laws and other social borrowings from the West and the restoration of the [slamic Holy La, the shari‘s, as the effctive law of the land. From their point of view, the ultimate strugele i not against the.
‘Wester infruder but against the Westernizing traitor at home. Their most dangerous enemies, as they see i, arethe fals and renegade Muslims who rule the countris of the Lslamic world and who have imported and imposed infidel ways on Muslim peoples.

‘The pointis clearly made in a ract by *Abd al-Salam Faraj, an Egyptian who was executed along with others in April 1982 on the charge of having ploted and instgated the assassination of President Sadat. His remarks throw some light on the mofivation of hat act:

The bt f e xitenceof mperilis i and o [l i e e s ol To b ilh e sugel againstmperialisn s 3 ok hic el glorions o SR, 2 ol 3 wate of e, o o e 1 Concemrte o our Tlamic canse, and e eslsomen 5 ofall of Gd's i o

v comy and casing e wordof God o prval Ther i 20 doubeha h st banleild f e fihd i the cpatin f s n el endrsip ad i rplacemens b & parfctlamic oo, ad o sl cme s el of o sargies -

In the few moments that passed between the murder of President Sadat and the arestof his murderer, thei leader exclaimed triumphantly: T have killed Pharaok! T am not afaid to die™ I, as was widely 2ssumed in the Western world at the time, Sadat’s offense in
the eyes of the muderers was making pezce with i), Pharach would seem a singularly inappropriate choice o epithet. Clearly, they were not refering o the Pharach of modern Egyptian schoolbooks, the embodiment o the reatness and glory of ancient Egypt. Itis
the Pharaoh of the Exodus, who, in the Qur'an 25 in the Bibl,is the pagan tyzant who oppresses God's peopl. I is mo doub i this sense that Usama bin Ladin spoke of President Bush as the Pharach of our day. At the time of the Exodus, the Children of lsrael were
God's people. Pesent.day Muslims forthe most part do not recognize the modemn Ste of ael s the legitimate heir of the ancient Children of lrash—in the Qur'an Banl 74 ' i—and the assassins of Sadat certinly did not approve of his deal with that sate.But 25
the subsequent inerrogation of the murderers and their accomplices made clear, the peace with srael was, i their eyes, arelativly minor phenomenon—a symptom rathe than 2 cause of the grester offense of abandoning God'sfith, oppressing God's people, and zping
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CHAPTER IX

THE RisE OF TERRORISM

‘Most Mislims are not fundamentalsts, and most fundamentalits ae not tervorist, but most present-day terrorists are Mauslims and proudly identify themselves as such. Understandzbly, Moslims complain when the media speak of terrorist movements and actions 22
“Islamic” and ask why the media do not similarly identify Irish and Basque tertorists and tervrism 2 “Christian.” The answer is simple and obvious—they do not describe themselves as such. The Muslim complaint i understandable, but it should be addressed to those.
who make the news, not o hose who report it. Usama bin Ladin and his A1-Qa'ida followers may not represent Islam, and many of their statements and thei actions directly contradict basic Islamic principles and teachings, but they do arse from within Muslim
civlizaton, just as Hitler and the Nazis arose from within Clristendom, and they too must be seen intheir own cultural, religious, and hisorical context

There are several forms of [samic exfremism current at the present time. The best known are the subversive radicalism of AL-Qu'ida and other groups that resemble it all over the Muslim world: the preemptive fundamentalism of the Saudi establishment; and the
mstitutonslized revolution of the ruling Iranian hierarchy. All of these are, in 2 sense, Islamic i origin, but some of them have deviated very far rom thelr rigins.

ANl these different extremist groups sanctfy thei acton through pious references fo slamic texts, notably the Qur’an and the raditions o the Prophet, and al three claim {0 represent a ruer, purer, and more authertic slam than thatcurrently practiced by the vast
‘majority of Muslims and endorsed by most though not al o the reigious leadership. They are, however, highl selectve in thir choice 2nd inferpretaion of sacred texts In considering the sayings of the Propet, forexample, hey discard the fime-honored methods
developed by the jurists and theologians for testing the securacy and authentcity oforally transmmitted raditioss, and instead accept o rject even sacred texts according to whether they upportor confradict their own dogmatic and millant postions. Some even £0 30 far
250 dimiss some Qur'anc verses as“revoked” o “abrogated.” The argument used t justy hi s tat verses evealed durng th ealy years of the Prophet'smission may be superseded by laer, resumably more mature evelations.

Aesealing example o such devition was the amous fatwa isued by the Ayatolah Khomein on February 14, 1989, aginst th novelist Salman R because of his ol entled 7 Satanic Frses. I h fatw,the Ayatolla informed al e zealous Muslms
ofthe word thtte blood o the author oftis book .. which as ben compiled, printed, and published in opposiion to T, te Propht, ad te Qur'a, as als ofthose insolved s publication who were aware of s cotets, i ereby declred ot Leall on
all ealos Maslims o disptch them uickly, whereves they may be found, 50 that o one willdare o insul lanic sanctites again. Anyone who s bimsel illedinthis path will b deemed  martyz"L o supplement and anticpae the sewardsof paradis,an amic
charibletust i Tehran offered a bount t anyone who Lilled Saman Rushdie consisin of 20 illon s (st hat e abo: $3 million t th oficial e, about $170,00 atthe open market rat) o a ranian, or $1 million or a freier Some years e the
bounty sill nclaimed, wasicreased b te rust.

Not surprisingly, many uninformed readers i the Western world got the impression that “to issue a fatwa” was the Lslamic equivalent of %o put out 2 confract”™—i.e, to arget a victim and offer a monetary reward for murdering him. Like madrasa, the word fatwa has
acquired, in common intemnationl usage, a wholly negative connotation. This i in fzct a monsirous absurdity. Fansa i a tecknical term in Islamic jurisprudence for 2 legal opinion or ruling on a point of aw. I s the shari‘a equivalent of the responsa prudentiun of
‘Roman law. The [slamic jurisconsuit who is authorized to issue a fatwa is called a must, an actve participle fom the same root. In using 2 f2fwa to pronounce 2 death sentence and recruit an assassin, the ayatollah was deviating very considersbly fom standard Islamic
practice

“The devistion was not only in the verdict and sentence but alo inthe nature of the charge. Insultng the Prophet—the charge brought against Selman Rushdie—is certanly an offense in Muslim law, and the jurist discuss it in some detail. Almost al these discussions
turn on the question of a non-Muslim subject of the Miuslim sate who insults the Prophet. The jurists devote considerable atention to the defiifion of the offense, the rules of evidenc, and the appropriate punishment. They show great concern that accusations of this
offense should not be used s 2 device to achieve some private vengeance, and insist on careful scrutiny of the evidence before any verdict or sentence is pronounced. The majoriy opinion is that a flogeing and a term of imprisonment are suficient punishment—the
severity of the flogging and the length of the term to depend on the gravity of the offense. The case of the Muslim who insults the Prophet i hardly considered and must ave been very rare. When it is discussed, the usual view is that this act i tantamountto apostasy:

“This was the specific charge brought against Salman Rushdie. Apostasy is a major offense in Muslim law and for men carris the death penalty. But the important word i this statement is v Islamie jurisprudence i 2 system of aw and justce, not of lynching and
tertor. It aya down procedures according to which a person accused of an offense i to be brought to i, confronted with his accusr, and given the opportunity to defend himself. A judge will then give a verdict and, i b finds the accused gulty, pronounce sentence.

There i however another view, held by 2 minority of juists, that the offense committed by  Muslim who insults the Prophet s 50 great that one may, indsed must, dispense wit the formalites of araignment, ial, and convietion, and proceed directly with the
execution. The basis of this view i a saying ascribed to the Prophet but by 1o means universally accepted as authentic: If anyone insults me, then any Moslim who hears this must kil im immediatel.” Even among the jurits who accept the authenticity of this saying,
there is disagreement. Some insst that some form of procedure or authorization is required, and that summary killing without such authorization is murder and should be punished as such. Others argue that the text of the saying as fransmifted makes it clearthat the.
summary and immediate execuion of the blasphemer i not only lawful but obligatory, and that those who do not o it are themselves committing an offense. Even the most rigorous and extreme of the classicaljurists only require a Muslim to kil anyone who insults the
‘Prophet in his hearing and in his presence. They say nothing about a hired killing for a reported insult n a distant counry

‘The sanctification of murder embodied in Khomeinis fawa appears in an even more advanced form in the practice—and the cult—of the suicide murderer.

1f one looks at the histoical record, the Muslim approach to war does not differ greatly from that of Christians, or that of Jews in the very ancient and very moder periods when this option was open to them. While Muslims, perkaps more frequently than Christans,
‘made war against the followers of other fiths to bring them within the scope of Islam, Christins—with the notable exception of the Crusades—vers more prone to fight nternal rligious wars against those who they saw as schismatics or hereics. Islam, 1o dowbt
omwing to the poltical and military involvement of its Founder, takes wht one might call a more pragmatic view than the Gospels of the realifies of societal and state relationships. I position is nearer o that of the ealier books of the Old Testament, and to the doctrine
of smiting the Amalekites, rather than to the Prophets 2nd the Gospels. Muslims are mot instructed to urm the other cheek, nor do they expect o beat thei swords into plowshares and thei spears into pruning hooks (Isaizh 2:4). These infunctions did not of course prevent
Christans fom waging a series of bloody wars ofrelgion within Christendom and wars of aggression outside.

“This raies the large issue of th attitude of relgions to force and violence, and more specifically to terrorism. Followers of many faiths have a one fime or another invoked religion in the practce of murder, both etai and wholesale. Two words deriving from such
‘movements in Easter religions have even entered the English language: thug, from India, and assassin, from the Middle East, both commeorating fanatical religious sects whose form of worship was to murder those they regarded as enemies of the faith.

“The practice and then the theory of assassination in the Islamic world arose at a very early date, with disptes over the poliical headship of the Muslim comumunity. Of the first four calipks of slam, three were murdered, the second by 2 disgruntled Christian slave, the
third and fourth by pious Muslim rebels who saw themselves as executionsrs carrying out the will of God. The question arose in an acute form in 636 C.2, with the murder of the thid caliph, “Uthman, by Muslim rebels. The first of a succession of civil wars was fought
over the question of whether the killers were fulfillng or defying God's commandment. slamic law and tradition are very clear on the duty of obedience to the Islamic ruler. But they also quote fwo sayings atributed o the Prophet: “There s no obedience in sin” and
“Do not obey a creature against his creator.” 1f a rler orders something that is confrary to the law of God, then the duty of obedience i replaced by 2 duty of disobedience. The notion of yrannicide—the justified removal of a fyrant—was not an Islamic innovatior; it
was familiar in anfiquity, among Jews, Greeks, and Romans alike, and those ho performed it were often acclaimed as heroes.
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A sevesling example o s deistion was e mous et sed by the Ayt Kbomein on Febmuay 14, 1960 agintte moveit Sl Rushdie bacsue of i novel el T S e Inthe s, e Aol informned s e sesos Mfslims
ofthe world that the lood of the aubor of s book .. which s ben compled, rote, and publiched n oppostionf s, the Propbet, nd the Qur'a, a5 aso of those ivoled s publicatio who weve war o iscouteats, s hesey declred forfit. call o
el M o et them ik whareve they may b o, 55 i e wll v £ st o st g, Anyose who s bimsellled i i ph will b desmed s marys ™ T sopplmsent s ssciptethe e ofparnie, 22 e
chartabl rst n Tbran offred  bounty o amyone who klld Sakman Rusbaie consitng of 20 mllion mas (o that tme bout 3 millin tthe oficial rate about $170,000at the open-marketrate) for an Ianian, o S1 million £  fovigoer. Some years ate the
oty il smclimed s inressed by he st

Not suprsingl, many uninformed eaders i e Western word gt the impression at 10 e  frwa” was th samic equialent o1 put o0t Comract’—i ., 10 arge a victis and offer 2 mosetary rewardfo murdering him.Like madas, e word ftwa has
scquired, m common itemstons usage, & whell negsive commotstion Ths i s foct & monsroussheurdity. v & techesl e i e jrepradence S  legal opion o ling o & poiat o e I th shar's exuivlest ofthe ecponca pracion o

o Roman b TheIlaic risconsal who s auborized e 2 fawa i called 2 muft, an actie parciple fomth same rooIn g 8 2w o pogounce  deahsenence s rerit 4 asavin,th aysolah was deviang very comsiderbly rom sandardllamic
pracice

The devision e not ol i e et snd sestence bt sl i the st of e charge.Tnalin the Prophet—the charge brough agint Slnan Rsie s cersny 2 offense i sl Lo, s th it oo i 5 3o detl Aot ol e oo
urm o th question of & on-Mushssobject o the Mk st o fuls e Prophet. The unts devoe comsiderable smeston o th defniton ofthe offemse, the rules of evidenc, nd the pproprste punihmen They show great concems ht sccanaions of it

e D' ffense shoul not be wsed 2 » devie to ackieve some riatevengessce, snd st o carehl sruiy of e eridence bfore sy vedict o setence isproseunced. The mujority pisicn s tht 3 Bogeing 22 & tem ofimpriseomest e suficient pusicmest—he
seventy of e Sogging s thelengh of e e o depend o the greviy ot ofene. The s ofthe Ml o sl e Prphet i bl comdered s st havebees very s Ve 5 iscused he ol i i st s S tSSmonst £ 305

Ths was the speific charge brought against Slzman Rushdie. Apostasy is 2 major ofense in Ml L and £ mem caris the deah penalty. Butth important word i his satemet is . Ilamic frkpradence i  ystem of L and fstice,not o yaching nd.
e sy dons prsediressecording fo which & penon accsed of s ofese i o be brosghtt sl confonted it s secuer, nd gven the cppertnytodefed Bimself A judge vl hen give & vesic . if b fnd hesscused iy, promosmc setence.

‘Ther i Bowerer ancter view; eld by 2 minorty of s, that the offnse commited b  Maslm ho imslts the Prophet i 50 great that one may, ideed must, dispense with the formalities of amaignment, il and convicio, and proceed diecly withthe
execion The bess o this e i  syingsscrived o the Propet bt by o e sversaly csepied s suthesc 1 sy o vkt e, e s i who heos i et i smedtl.” Even ssmong e ot 5o scoept he sty of i sy,
bere i disagrement. Some st tht o fom ofprocedze o auborization i required, and that sz ling witbout sch boriztion i murdesand shoud b purished s such. Oersarge at e e o the sayin as wazsmited makes it clea that he

i ‘summary and mmediteexeciionofthe baspherae i not ol Ll but obigatry, and hat those who do ot do i ae themslvescommiting n ofense. Even the mostrigorous 2nd extreme of th casial it sl requive Mo o ll amcne who msults he
Prophet s s besing snd i b presence. Ther sy nohing sbouta e billing o 8 rporied sl i 8 it conmry

“The sancifiation of musde embodied i Kbomeis v appears i an even more adanced form i th practice—and th cult—of e suicide murderes.

e Ioks 2 the Bitorcal ecor,the Moo approach 1o wa does ot diffr gty from that of Cerisians, or that of Jews i he very ncient and very modem peiods when hi opion was open o them. While Mosles, prkaps moe fequenty than Chrisiams,
made war agsnat the Sllowers of ofhr it to brng thems within the scope o e, Christisns—th e nosble excepion of the Crasades—ere moreprone o Sght otersal eligos warsagsnst hose whom they s s chismatics o beretics T, 50 dosbt
ving o te policl snd ity ovolvemest of s Founde, takes what oo migh el & more pragic v e the Gospel ot esines of scietl snd st relsionsbip s psiionis nere 9 5 of e e bosks o the O Tesament,snd to e docine
of smtingthe Armaletes, rther a3 0t Prophets 0d the Gospels.Moslmsare ot imtracid 10t the e cheek, or o they expect 1 beatthei words nto plowahare and thei speasnto roming books s 2:4). These ijunctions did not of ourse preveat

N Cistians fom waging » sres of boody s ofrelgicn wihin Chistendom s wars o sgresion outide.

Teirains e Lrgr s of th aude of religion o fore and vioence, and more specihelly toteroriam. Followers o many fats ave s o tme o anoberinokedreliion i the practic of murder, bodh retal and wholesle. T wordsdering fom sch
‘movements in Eaten religionshave even etered th Eaglih anguage: g rom India, and s, romthe MiddieEas, bothcommemorating naticlrlghous sects whose ornof orhip wast mider those they regaded a enemies ofhe faith

B Toepracuice nd then th teory of assassication i he Tlamic world rose 2 very ety date, i disptesover e polical beadsip o e Ml communty. Of he fs four calpsof Iam, three e urdere, he second by 2 disgruled i shave,the
10ird and forth by pous Masin rebels who sa themslvesas executiones carying out the will of God. Th question arose i an acue form in 656 C2. withthe murde ofth third caliph, Uik, by Moslm rebels. The frst o a succesion of vl wars was fought
verthe quesion of whether the killes wese lfilling o defing God'scommsndiment e e sad radion s vry clea o the iy ofcbediene 9 e Ilmic rler Bt fhy s qute v ssyings atibutd to the Prophet “There is oo chedience in i s2d.
Do not shey & resune sgae i crest” 1€ ol ordes something e s comrry £t i of God,then e iy ofchedence i eplacd by iy ofdocbedience. T notion of frsssicide—the jsmfed remoral of 8 fvast v aot 3 e orstos:
war femli i sy, mong Jews, Gresks, snd Remans alke, nd these who perfomsed t ere ofen seciimed s beros
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‘Menmbers ofthe Muslim sect known as the Assasins (fom the Arabic HashZ 545y), actve in ran and then in Syria fom the eleventh t th thrteenth cenfur, seem {0 have been the st to ransform the act that was named afer them into 2 system and an ideology.
Their effort, contrary to popular blief, were primarily drected not againstthe Crusaders but against Muslim ulers, whom they sa 2 impious usurpers. It sense, the Assasins are he tue predecessors of many of the so-called slamic terorists of today, some of
whom explicitly make s poizt. The name HarhZ shfya, with s connotaton of “hashish taker” 2 given tothem by heir Muslm ememies. They called themselves fidgyeen, from the Arabic fidd "% —one who i eady to sacrifice bis ife for the cause

A the defeat and suppression of the assassins i the thirteenth century, the tem passed out of use, It was briefly revived in the mid-nineteenth century, by & small group of Turkish conspirators who pltted to depose and perhaps assassinat the sulan. The plot wzs
iscovered and the conspiators imprisoned. The term resppeared n Iran, i th so-called Fide' yani slam, the fdd ' £ of Islam, a politicalelgious erorit group in Tekran,which between 1043, when it began its ctivites, ad 1955, when t was suppressed, caried
out  mumber of politica] assasinations. ARer an unsuccessful attempt on the ife ofthe prime mirister in October 1955, they were arrsted, prosecated, and thei leaders executed. The term asrevived again by th mlltant wing of the Palestine Liberation Organization
and, romthe 1960: onward, desgnated terroist acivists of ke Palesinian crganizafions.

In fwo sespects, in ther choice of weapons and in their choice of victims, the Assassins were markedly different from their present-day successors, The victim was always an individua, a highly placed political, military, or religious leader who was seen as the source.
of evi. He, and he alone, was killed. This action Was notterrorsm in the current sense of that tem but ather what is now called targeted assassination. The weapon was aluays the same: the dagger. The Assassins disdained poison, crossbows, and other weapons that
could be used from a distance, and the Assassin did not expect—or, it would seem, even desire—to survive his act, which he believed would ensure him eternal bliss. But in no circumstance did he commit suicide. He died at the hands of his captors. The Assassins were
Sinally defeated by military expeditions which captured their srongholds and bases in both Iran and Syria, the o countriesin which they principally operated. It may well be thatthe present-day assassins will be similarly defeated, but i will e 2 long and hard road.
‘The medieval Assassins were an extremist sect, very far from mainsiream Islam. That i not rue of heir present.-day imifators.

‘The twentieth century brovight 2 enewal of such actions in the Middle East, though of ifferent ypes and for different purposes, and terrorisn ks gone through several phases. During the last vears of the British Empire, imperil Britain faced terorist movements in it
‘Middle Eastern dependencies that epresented three different cultures: Greeks in Cyprus, Jews in Palestne, and Arabs in Aden. All hree acted from nationalst, rather than religious, motives. Though very diferent in their backgrounds and politcal crcumstances, the
three were substantialy alike in their tactics. Their purpose was to persuade the imperial porwer that staying in the Tegion was not worth the cost in blood. Their method was o aftack miliary and, o a leser extert, administrative personnel and installations. All free.
operated only within their own temitory and generaly avoided collteral damage. All three succeeded in thelr endeavors.

For the newv-style tertorist, the slaughter of imocent and uninvolved civlizns is not “collteral damage.” It isthe prime objective. Inevitbly, the counterattack againstthetertorists—who do not of course wear uniforms—also fargetscivlians. The resultng bluring of
distnctions i immensely useful o the terrorists and to ther sympathizers

‘Thanks to the rapid development of the medis, and especially oftelevision, the more recent forms of terrorism are aimed not a specific and limited enemy objectives but at world opinion. Their primary purpose i not to defeat o even to weaken the enemy militarily
bt o gain publicity and to inspire fear—a paychological victory. The same kind of terrorism was practiced by 2 mumber of Exropean groups, notably in Germany, Italy, Spain, 2nd Ireland. Among the most successfil and most enduring in this exercise has been the.
Palestne Liberation Organization.

‘The PLO was founded in 1964 but became important in 1967, afer the defeat of the combined Arab armies in the Six-Day War. Regular warfare had faled; it was fime to try other methods. The targets in this form of amed strugle were not miliary or ofher
‘goverment establiskments, which are usually too well guarded, but public places and gatherings of any kind, which are overwhelmingly civilian and in which the vietims do not necessarily have 2 connection to the declared enemy. Examples of this tactc include, in
1970, the hijacking of three aircraf—one Swiss, one Britsh, and one American—which were al taken to Amman; the 1972 murder of srash athletes at the Minich Olympics; the seize in 1973 of the Saudi Embassy in Khartoum and the murder there of two Americans
and a Belgian diplomat; the takeover of the lalian crise ship Achille Lauro, in 1985, and the murder of a crippled passenger. Other aftacks were directed against schools, shopping malls, discotheques, and even passengers waitng in line at Exropean airports. These and
other operations by the PLO were remarkzbly successful in aftaining their immediate objective—the capture of newspaper headlines and television sereens. They also drew a great deal of support in sometimes unexpected places, and raised their perpetrators fo starring
roles in the drama of international relations. Small wonder that others were encouraged to follow thei example. The Arab terroists of the 19705 and 19805 made it clear that they were waging 2 war for an Arab or Palestinian national cause, not fo Islam. Indeed, 2
significant proportion of the PLO leaders and actvist were Chistian.

‘But despite its media successes, the Palestine Libera-tion Organization achieved 1o significant resuts where it mattered—in Palestine. In every Arab land but Palestine, the nationalists achieved their purposes—he defeat and departure of foreign rulers and the
establishment of national sovereigaty under natioral leaders.

Fora while, freedom and independence were used as more or less synonymous and interchangesble terms. The early experience of independence, however, revealed that this was 2 sad ertor. Independence and freedom are very different, and all 100 often the affsinment
of one meant the end of the other, and the replacement of foreign overlords by domestic fyrants, more adept, more intimate, and less constrained i thei fyranny.

‘There was an urgent, growing need for 2 new explanation of what was wrong, 2nd  new strategy for putting it right. Both were found, in eligious feeling and identity. This choice was not new: In the frst kalf of the nineteent century, when the European empires
were advancing on many of the lands of Isam, the most significant resistance to their advance was religiously inspired and defined. The French in Algeria, the Russians in the Caucasus, the Britsh in India all aced major religious uprisings, which they overcame only
aftr long and biter ights.

A new phase n religious mobilization began with the movement known in Western languages as pan-Jslamism. Launched in the 160s and "70s, it probably owed something to the examples of the Germans and the ltalins in ther successful strugeles for national
‘unification inthose years. Their Muslim contemporaries and imitators inevitably identified themselves and defined their objectives in religious and communal rather than nafionalit or patiotic terms, which at that ime were sl alien and unfamiliar But with the spread.
of European influence and education, these ideas took root and for 2 while dominated both discourse and struggle in the Muslim lands. Yet the religious idensity and loyalty were still deeply folt, and they found expression in several relgious movements, notzbly the
‘Muslizm Brothers. With the resounding falure of secula ideologies, they acquired a new importance, and these movements took over the fight—and many of the fighters—from the faled nationalist.

For the fimdamentalits 2 for the nationalits, the various terrtoril isses are important but in  differen, more ifractable form. For example, fo the fimdamentalists in general, mo peace or compromise with Isral is possible, and any concession i only 2 step toward
the tru final solution—the dissolution of the State of Iracl, the return of the land of Palestine to it true owners, the Miuslim Palestinians, and the departure of the inruders. et this would by no means satisf the fndamentality’demands, which extend to al te ofher
disputed territories—and even their acquisition would orly be a step toward the longer, fnal strugele.

Much ofthe old tctc was retained, but i  sgniScanty more vigorous orm. Both n defeatand n ictory, he religous temoists adopted and fmproved on the methodspionsered by the natonalists ofth tventethcenty, n patclar the ack of concern t the
slaugier of mnocent bystanders. This unconcer reached new proporions i he termor campaign lsched by Usana bin Ladia n the ey 1990, The st msor exanpl was the bormbing of o Asmerican embssies i Bt A%ca in 1998, In oxder to kil el
Americandiplomats,th teroists e willig o slghtes morethan v b A~Sicans, many of the Mslos, ko happened o b i the viinity. I it s immedisely afte these atacks,an Arsbic language fudamentalist magazive called 41574 £ o istag
£, publistd s Pitsburgh, Penneyivania, expressed s mouming o the martys” who gave thei lves i these opersionsand lised theirnames, 2 supplied by the office of AL Qi i Peshawar, Pakistan. Tee writer added n exprssion of ope “tat God would
Seite us withtheun i paradise.” Th seme isegand for b e, o el greste scale, undesay the actions i Nerw York and Washingtonon September 11, 2001
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It respects, i e choice of weapons d i s choio of victs, the Assasns wese markedly diffeset o thei presst-dn suscesors. Th vt was shveys o individal  ighly plced plitica, ity o rligion leaderwho was sen 2 the s
of el He, and be alone, was ille. This acion was ot texorer in th curest sese of tht e b ratber what s v called asgted assassinaton. The weapon s alwaysth same: the dagges. The Assaseins disdaoed poson, crosbows, and b weaposs that
couldbe used rom a istasce, and e Assasein 6 ot expeci—o, it ould seem,even desire—tosurvive bis act, whicbe beleved woul ensure him teeal blss. Bt i 5o circumstance didbe commit sicide.He died atthe hands of bis captos The Assasens were
il defsted by miltary expeditons which capeured e zongholds nd bases in both Irn and Sy, e o counte n which hey principll operated. It may el betht the presest.day asassins will be iy defesed,but it will b Lo and hardvoad.
The medieal Assaseios were an extemistsct, vy far fom mainszea Ilam, Thais ot ru of et presestday Enitrs.

T tweatieh centry brought asenemal of such actons i the Midle Eat, though ofiffent pesand fordiffrent prposes, nd temoisn bt goe hrough several phass, Daving the lastyears o the Britih Empie, imperial Brai fcedteroit moveaments i s
Ml Easters dependenciesthatrepreseted iz diffret cultires: Greks n Cyprus, Jews in Pletise, and Arab in Aden Al tree cted fom nationalis, ather tha religious, mosves. Teough very diferent i e backgrousdsand polscl cwcumsaanes, e
e were substantally alike i thei tactics. Thir pirpose was 1o persuad the imperial power at saying i e region was 5ot worththe cost i blood.Thelrmethod was o anack miliary and, 1 eser extet, adminisatve pessoonel asd installaions. All e
epesated oaly itk thee o ety and generaly svoided colsters] dsmage, Al e susceeded i heis endesvor

Forthenewstletemorsts, e slaugher of nnocent and miavolvedciilizsis ot “colateal damage ™ It s th prime bjective, neviably th counteratak aginst the teroists—no do ot of course wearuniforms—also targes civilins Thereuling blrring of
incions 1 mmensely usefl ot emont ad o ther sympeizens.

Thasks to e sopid development ofthemdis, s espaciall of eleviio,the mor secent foma o termris e simed ot st speciic s lmted enemy cbjctves bt o worl opnion The primary usposeis ot o defet o even o wesken the ey ity
bt 10 gain publicity and 1o mspire fear—s prychologicalvictory: The s kind of terorim was practiced by 8 mumbe of Ewtopean roups, ncably in Gerany, Haly, Spain, and Il Assong the most sccessil and mont enduring in this exercive bas b e
Palesine Liberation Orgsizsion.

The PLO was fousded in 1964 bt became importast in 1967, s the dfea of the combined Arab aaies i th Six Day Wax Regular warare bad fale, it was time to vy obes methods. Th targers i tis form of armed srugle were notmlfary or tber
govesumen esblishments, which are usaly oo well guardd, but publc places and gatheingsof sny kid, which s overwbelmingly civilsn and i whichthe vctins do notnecesasly have & commection t te decaredenemy. Exampls o s tctic inchide, i
1570, e bjacking of iree sircrat—ose Swis, one Brieh, nd on Amencar—bich were ol aken to Amana;th 1972 murder of rae iletes a the Momich Olympic; the etz i 1973 of he Sudh Embesny i Khatoum and the murder thre of o Americazs
224 2 Belgian diplomat the tkeoer of the Halan crise ship AchileLawo, i 1955, aad the murder of a cppled pssenger. Otberatacks were directed aaiatschools, shopping mall,discotbgues, and even pasengers wating i inea Evropean siports. These and
er operaions by the PLO were remarkably succesfl i ataiing thes amediteobjctive—b captre of newspaper eadlnes and eeviion sceens. They also drew a grea dealof suppor i sometzes unexpected places, and e this perpetaors 0 staring
sols i the drams of tersaicnal rlatins. Swmall wonderthat ofhrs were encoursged o fllw ther exsmple. The Arsb temoit of the 19705 and 1950s made it cles that they were waging & war foran Avs o Palestiian ntions]caus, ot o I, Indeed 3
sgeificant proprtcn of the PLO ledersand sctvists e Chrstian.

B despte s medis susceses, he Palesine Libers-tion Organizetion achieved o sgniicant sesls where it matered—in Plesioe. I every Aseb land bt Pelestine,the sonslists schived theirpurposes—the defst snd depastin of oreign alrs snd the
esabibasent of ational sovereigary wndes aioeal leaders.

For  while, reedom nd independence wereused 53 more o les symoymous and erchangesbe terms. The early exprince of ndependence, however,revealed tat s was 1 sad eror. Independence s eedoms e very diflces, and all o0 ofen the seainment
of coe meant the endof e ther, and e replacement offvega ovelords b dowsestctyrats, more adept, more intimate, and less constaised i thei yvanay.

Therewasan wpent, growing needfor 8 ew explanation of what was oz, and 8 e sty fo puting it right. Bothwere found, inrelgiousfeling nd idensty,This choie wa notne: I the i balf of the wieteents cenury, when e Eutopesn empires
were advaneing on many of the lods ofiam, he mostsigaificant esisance 1 thei adance was religiouly iaspired and defined. The Freach in Algera, the Rusians i the Cascasus, th Brioeh i Indiaal fced maor rligiousuprisings, which thy overcame oly
st g and bies gk

A new phase i relgions mobiizaton began with the movement Kzown in Westerslanguages a5 pan-elmisn Lauoched i the 1860 and 705 it probably owed something 1 the exampls o the Germans azd the Tlins in thei succesfl stugels fornatonal
wmificarion n those years. Thei Muslicontecaporaries ad mitators mevitably detified hemseves 5 defined theis objectives inslgioosand comzmumal rathe thie ationalis o paiots e, which that in e sll e and sl B with the spread
of European inlsence a0d education, thse deas took 100t and for 2 while dominated borh discoure and srugel i the Musliz ands. et the religiou enty and oyl wer sl deepy ff, a0d ey found expession in several seligious movements, pobly he
Muslm Brosers. Wi th resoundicg e ofsecula declogie, ey acpired 3 new mporance, nd these mosements ook erth fight—and many of the fgttes—fom the faled panceslie.

Forthe fundamentalistsas for the naionalist, e various terroialissoes ae mporas bt i a differnt, more inractble form. For example, for the fudumentalists i genral, 20 peace or comprommise withIsal s possbe,and sy comcesion s cely 8 sep toward
e e final soluion—be issoition ofthe Sate o iae, the s of e Lae of Palestine 1 s true owsers, he Mol Palesiians, s the departre ofthe ruders. Ve this would by 5o means sy e Fndacmetalisty’ demands, which extend 0 3l e tbes
iputed teritories—asd even this acqustion would cxly be  tp onard the onger, fe) srugee

Mach of the od tace wasreained, but i 2 sigaificanty more vigorous fom. Both in defeat 3 i victory, h relgiou emoists adopted and improved on the mebods poneered by the nationalits of th twemtieh ceaar, i paricular e lack of conce at e
laughte o insocent bystaders. This unconcern resched new proportions i the e campeign sunshed by Usems bin Ladis i the ey 1990s. The frst msor exasple was the bombing of two Amercan ebasies i Exst Afica i 1998, In cxder o il welve
Ameican diplomat, the terorsts were wiling 1 slaughtr ore than o undved Aficans, many of thesn M, ho Bappened 1o be i the vicinty, I s ssue immdiatel afterthese stacks,an Aabiclaguage usdamentalitmagazve called 4157 1 a-\hsiag
. published in Pishurgh, Pesusylvsni,expresed i mourning frthe “maryz” who geve thi lives i these cpereions s ited his ames, s suppled by the offic of A1-Qu'id i Pesbawr,Pekitn. The witer added sn expresion of ope “thstGod would
resniteus it thers i paracdive.” The same disegard o b ife,on sty grete cale, undeslay the acions i New Yok and Washingion n Septsabe 1, 2001
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A significant igure in these operafions was the suicide terroist. In e sense, this was 2 new development. The nationalstteroriss of the 1960s 2nd 70 generally took care not to die along with ther victims but arranged to carry out their ftacks from 2 safe distance. If
they had the misfortune to be captured, thel organizations usually tried, sometimes successfull, o obiain their release by seizing hostages and threatening to harm or kill them. Earlir religiusly inspired murderers, motably the Assassins, disdained to survive their
‘operations but did not actuall kill themselves. The same may be said of the Iranian boy soldiers i the 19801988 war againstIraq, who walked through minefields, med only with a passport to paradis, o clear the way for the regular roops.

‘The new type of suicide mission in the srict sense of the word seems to have been pionsered by relgious crganizations like Hamas and Hizbullah, who from 1982 omvard carried out 2 mumber of such missions in Lebnon and in erael. They continued tirough the
1980 and "90s,with echoes in ofher arcas, for example in castern Turkey, in Egypt,in Indi, and in Sri Lenka. From the information availabl, it would seem tha the candidates chosen fo these missions were, with occasional exceptions, male, young, and pocr, often
from refugee camps They were offered 2 double reward—in the aferlif,the mimtely described delghts of paradise;inthis world, bounties and stipends fr thir familis. A remarkable innovation was the use of emale suicide bombers—by Kurdish teroriss in Turkey
in 1996-1999, and by Palestnians from Jamary 2002.

Unlike the medievel holy warror or assasin, who was willng o face certain death a the hands of his enemies or captors, the new suicide terorist dies by his own hand. This raises an important question of Ilamic teaching. Islamic law books are very clear on the
subject ofsucide. It s 2 major sin znd s punished by eteral damnation in the form of the endless epetiton of the zct by which the suicide killed himself.The following passages, from th traditins of the Prophet, make the point vividly:

TheProphit sid: Whosser il el i  ade will e onmsned s b e fres of el

o Brphetlso st e whossngis el vl sl Bimsel s el s e who s il il sl il i el i who o Bisel of & st sl el vl o el dnvand s i S o il fo v s v e who drnspsonsnd il bl il cay i pion 2

i i nd i el f v v ... Whosver il s any way vl b o it way i el . Whoeve Kl sl s wa i i o will b toented it on s day of reeicn

‘The early authorities make a clear distinetion befween facing certain death at the hands of the enemy and dying by one's own hand. A very early raditin of the type known as Aaa€ th qud: T, denoting a statement of the Propht citing God Himself,gives a stiking
‘example. The Propket was present when a man mortall wounded in the holy war killed himselfto shorten his pain. Whereupon God said: “My servant pre-empted me by taking his soul with his own band; he will herefore not be admitted to paradise.” According to

another ealy radition, e Prophet rfused t sy prayers oer th body of a man who had did b his own hand &

Tiwo features mark te attacks of September 11 and other similar actions: the willingness of the perpefraors to commit suicide and the ruthlessness of those who send them, concerning both the own emissaries and their rumerous victims. Can these in any sense be
Justified i terms of slam?

‘The answer must be a clear o,

‘The callous destructon of thousands inthe Werld Trade Center,including many who were not American, some of them Maslims from Moslim countries, has no justifcaton in Islamic docirine o law 2nd no precedent in slamic history: Indeed, there are feov acts of
‘compargble deliberate and indiscriminate wickedaess in human history. These are not justcrimes against bumanity and against civilization; they are also acts—from 2 Muslim poiat of view—of blasphemy, when those who perpetrate such crimes claim to be doing s0 in
the name of God, His Prophet, and His scriptues.

‘The response of many Arabs and Muslims to the attack on the World Trade Center was one of shock and hortor at th terrble destruction and camage, together with shame and anger thatthis was being done in their name and in the name of their aith. This was the.
response of many—but not all. There were reports and even pictures of ejoicing i the steets in Arab and other Muslim ciies at the news fom Nerw York. In par,the reaction was one of envy—a sentiment that was also widespread, in a more muted form, in Europe.
Among the poor and the wretched there was a measure of safisfaction—for some indeed of delight—in seeing therich and self-indlgent Americans being taught a lesson.

Responses i the Arabic pres o the massacres in New York and Washington were an uneasy balance between denial and approval, athr smila to thei response tothe Holocaust £ O the Holocaust three postons e ot infrequently found i the Arabie media it
ever happened; it was grealy exaggeratd; the Tews deserved it anyvay: On the last point, some more enterprising writes 2dd asebuke to Hiler or o having fished th job. No one has et asered tat the destruction o the World Trade Certer never happened,
hough with the passage of i this will ot be beyond the capacy of onspiracy theorists. The present lie axaong many though by no means all Mosli commentators i to argue that neither Muslims nor Arsbs could have done this. Tutead, they offr other
explanations. These include American white spremacists and milfias, with refrence of course to Oklzhoma and Timothy MeTVeigh; opponents of globlizaion; Europeen, Chinese, and ofhe opponests of the missile defense hieldproject;the Russians, seeking
engeance fo the breakup ofthe Soviet Union;the Japanese, a a long-delaedreprsa for Hiroshiz; anc th like. O columnnist even suggeststhatth atac was organized by President Bush, to disract atention rom his electon by 2 miuscule minorty tht would
st have sufced toelect 2 village counselor i upper Egypt ™ This writer aso implicates Calin Powel s a sccomplice of borh Presidents Bush.

By far the most popular explanation atrbutes the crinn, with mior vaiaion, o their avoritevillains—to Tzl o the Mossad (according o some, i associaion with the CLA),to the Elders o Zion, or sost simply and satisfactorly,to “the Jews.™ This enables
hem a onc to appreciate and to dison the tacks. The motive ascibed to the Jews i to make the Arebsand more generally the Muslims o bad e tosow iscord bt thers and the Americans. A Jordanian columrist added an ineresing aditons] heme—hat
“the Zioist organizations” prpetated th atack so thatIsaelcould destroy the Aksa Mosque whil the atntion of the world s diverte o America. This kind of explanaton does o nhibit—on the cotrary, i encourages—ehe requenty expressed view that what
bappened, hough criminal, was 2 ust retibution for American crmes. Prhaps the mostdramatio—and explict—response came from the Hamas weekly 4/ Risc Iq,in Gaze, i isisse of September 13, 001: “All has ansvered our prayers.”

s the full oreorof the operaton became beter known, some ritrs e willng o express condemnation of the perpetzators and compassion or the victms. Bt ven these rarey missed the opportunty to point out tat the Americans had brought it on hemselves.
The ctalog of American offenss they cite i long and dtaled,begimning withthe conquest, colonization, and seflement—emofive words—of the Neww World nd confimung fo the present day; 5 to i the listof victim who have fallen prey fo American greed and
rutblessnes,in Asi, Afrca, znd Latin America.

‘Usama bin Ladin has made clear how he perceives the strugele by repeatedly defining his enemy as “Crusaders.” The Crusaders, it will b recalld, were neither Americans nor Jews; hey were Clristans fighting a boly war to recover the Lot holy places of
Chistendons. A “leter to America” published in Noverber 2002, and atiributed to Usama bin Ladin, emumerates in some detail various offenses comifted notjust by the government but also by the people of the Uited States and sets forth, under seven headings,
“wkat we are calling you o do, 2nd what we want fom you” The it i to embrace slam; e second, “t stop your oppressoxs, es, immoralit, nd debauchery”™the third, o discover and admitthat America s a nafion witsout rinciples or manners™ the fourh, to
top supporting Iraelin Plestine, the Indians in Kashmnr, the Russians against the Chechens, nd the Mazila goverrment against the Muslims in he soutkern Philippines; the S, “t pack your lnggage and get outof ur lands.” This i offred 2 advice for America’s
‘onm good, “s0 do not force s o send you back s cargo in coffins.” The sixth, “to end your support of the corruptleaders i our counfres, Do not interfere in our poliics and method ofeducation. Leave us alone,of else expect s in New York and Washingtor; seventh,
to deal and interact with the Muslims on the bass of mutual inerests and benefits, rather than the policies of subjugation, theft, and occupation.” The document ends by teling the Americans that, if they reject this advice they wil be defeated like 2l the previous
Crusaders, and “their fate will be that of the Soviets who fled from Afghanistan to deal with their military defeat, political breakup, ideological downfall, and economic bankruptey
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the most important of al, in theireyes—from Somalia. Bin Ladin's remarks in an interviews with John Miller, of ABC News, on May 28, 1998, are especially revealing

For Usama bin Ladin, his declaration of war against the United States marks the resumption of the strugele for religious dominance of the worldthat began i the seventh century: For him and his followers, hisis 2 moment of opportunty. Today, America exemplifies
the civiization and embodies the leadership of the House of War, and like Rome and Byzantium, it as become degenerate and demoralized, ready to be overthrow. Butdespite ifs weakness, it is alzo dangerous. Khomeini's desigration of the United States as “the Great
Satan” was telling, and forthe members of AL-Qa'ida it is the seduction of America and of s profigate, dissolute way of ifethatrepresents the greatestthreat tothe kind of Ilam they wish t impose on their fellow Muslims

But there are others for whom America offers a differen kind of templation—he promise of human rights, of free instifuions, 2nd of a responsible and representative govemment. There are a growing mumber of individuals and even some movements that have
‘undertaken the complex task of infroducing such instifutions in their own courtries. It is not asy. Similar atemps, 22 noted, led to many of today’s comrupt regimes. Of the fity-seven member states of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, only oxe, the Turkish,
‘Republic, has operated democrati institutions over 2 long period of ime and, despite diffcult and ongoing problems, has made progress in establishing 2 liberal economy and a free society and political order

In o countris, Iraq and Iran, where the regimes are strongly ant- American, there are democratc oppositons capable of taking over and forming governments. We,in what we lke to call the free world, could do much to help them, and have done litle. In most other
‘countries n the region, there are people who share our values, sympathize with us, and would like to share our way of lfe. They understand freedom and want o enjoy it at home. It s more dificult for us to help those people, but a least we should not hinder them. 1f
they succeed, e shall have friends and alies i thetrue, not jut the diplomatic, sense o these words.

Meamvhile, there is a more urgent problem. I the leaders of AL-Qu'ida can persuade e world of Islam t accept hei views and thei leadership,then 2 ong and bite srugele i ahead, and not cnly for America. Europe, mre particulary Westera Eutope, i nove
Bome to 2 large and rapidly growing Muslim commmunity, nd many Europeans are beginming to see it presence 2 a problem, for some even a fhreat. Sooner orlater, AL-Qa'ida and elated groups il clash it the other neighbors of ilam—Rusia, China, Indiz—vho

Page240f24 Owords [[} TextPredictions: On  $% Accessibility: Investigate [ Focus B ———4——+ 1% ‘may prove less squeamish than the Americans in using their power against Muslims and their sanctities. If the fandamentalists are correct in their calculations and succeed in their war, then 2 dark future awaits the world, especially the part of it that embraces Islam
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CHAPTERT

'DEFINING ISLAM.

It diffcult to generalize about Islam. To begin with, the word tsel i commonly used with two related but distinct meanings, as the equivalents both of Christanity and of Christendom. In the one sense it denotes & religion, a system of belief and worship; inthe.
other, the civiization that grew up and flourished under the aegis of that religion. The word Js/a thus denotes more than fourteen centuries of history, a billion 2nd 2 third people, and 2 religious and cultural tradition of enommous diversity. Chistiznity and
Christendom represent 2 greater mumber and 2 longer period—more than 2 billion people, more than fwenfy cenfuries, and even greater diversit. Nevertheless, certain generalizations can be and are made about what is variously called Christian, Judeo-Chistian,
‘post-Chistian, and—more simply—Westem civlization. While generalizing sbout Islamic civilization may be difficult and atfimes in 2 sense dangerous, it is not impossible and may in some ways be useful.

In space, the realm of Islam extends from Moroeco to Indonesis, from Kazakbstan to Senegal. In time it goes back more than fourteen centuries, to the advent and mission of the Prophet Muhammad in Arabia in the seventh cenfury CE. and the creation under
im of the Islamic community and stat. In the period which European historians see as 2 dark interlude befween the decline of ancient civilizafior—Greece and Rome—and the rise of modem civilization—Europe, Islam was the leading civilization in the world,
‘marked as such by is great and powerful kingdoms, ifsrich and varied industry 2nd commerce, its original and creative sciences and leftrs. slam, far more than Christendom, was the intermediate stage betwen the ancient East and the modern West, to which it
contributed significantly. But during the past three centuries, the Islamic world has lost its dominance and ifs leadership, and has fallen behind both the modern West and the rapidly moderizing Oriext. This widering gap poses increasingly acute problems, both
‘practical and emotional, for which the rulers, hinkers, and rebels of Islam have mot yet found effective answers.

Islam 22 2 religion is i every respect far closer to the Judeo-Chistian tradition than to any of the great religions of Asia, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, or Confucianism. Judsism and Islam share the beliefin 2 divine law that regulates all aspects of human
activiy, including even food and drink. Christians and Muslims share 2 common triumphalism. In contrast to the ofher religions of humanity, including Judaism, they believe that they alone are the fortunate recipients and custodians of God's final message o
‘umanity, which it i their duty to bring to the est of the world. Compared with the remoter religions of te East, al three Middle Eastern religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—are closely related and indeed appear as variants of the same religious radition.

Christendom and Islam are in many ways siser civilizafions, both drawing on the shared heritage of Jewish revelation and prophecy and Greek philosophy and science, and both nourished by the immemoril traditions of Middle Eastern antiquity. For most of
their joint history, they have been locked in combat, but even in sruggle and polemic they reveal thir essential kinship and the common features that link them to each ofher and set them apart rom the remoter civlizations of Asia

‘But as wel as resemblances, there are profound disparites befvveen the fwo, and these g0 beyond the obvious differences in dogma and worship. Nowhere e these differences more profound—and more obvious—than in the atitudes of these two religions, and
of their authorized exponexts, to the relations befween government, religion, and society. The Founder of Christianiy bade his followers “render unto Cassar the things which are Casar’s; and unto God the things which are God's” (Matt. XXIE21)—and for
centuries Christianity gren and developed 2s 2 religion of the downtrodden, uxtl with the conversion to Chrisianity of the emperor Constantine, Cacsar himself became  Christizn and inaugurated a series of changes by which the new faith captred the Roman
‘Empire and transformed its civilization. The Founder of Islam was his own Constantine, and founded his own state and empire. He did not therefore create—or need to create—a church. The dichotomy of regnum and sacerdotium, so crucial in the history of
‘Western Christendom, had no equivalent in Islam. During Muhammad's lifeime, the Muslims became at once a politial and a religious commurity, with the Prophet as head of state. As such, he governed a place and a people, dispensed justice, collcted tases,
commanded amies, waged war and made peace. For the formative first generation of Muslims, whose adventures are the sacred history of Islam, there was no protracted testing by persecution, no tradition of resistance to a hostile state power. O the contrary, the
sate that ruled them was that of Isam, and God's approval of their cause was made clear to them i the form of victory and empie in this world.

In pagan Rome, Cassar was God. For Christians, there i a choice between God and Caesar, and endless generations of Christians have been ensnared in that choice. In Islam, there was no such painful choice. In the universal Islamic polify as conceived by
‘Mislims, there is no Caesar but only God, who is the sole sovereign and the sole source of law. Mukammad was His Prophet, who during bis ifetime both taught and ruled on God's behalf. When Muhammad died in 632 C, his spiritual and prophetic mission, to
bring God's book to mankind, was completed. What remained was the religious task of spreading God's revelation until fnally allthe world accepted it This was to be achieved by extending the authoriy and thus also the membership of the community which,
embraced the rue faith and upheld God's law: To provide the necessary cobesion and leadership fo this task, 2 deputy or successor of the Prophet was required. The Arabic word ¥hal fi was the ifle adopted by the Prophet's father-in-law and first successor, Abu
Balks, whose accession to the headship of the Islamic community marked the foundation of the great historic nstituion of the caliphate.

‘Under the calipbs, the community of Medin, where the Prophet had held sway, grew in barely a century into a vast empire, and Islam became & world eligion. In the experience of the first Muslims, as preserved and recorded for later generations, religious truth
and political power were indissolubly associated: the first sanctified the second, the second sustained the frst. The Avatollah Khomeini once remarked that “Islam is politics or it is nothing.” Not all Muslims would go that far, but most would agree that God is
oncermed with politcs, and this belif s confinmed and sustained by the shari‘s, the Holy Lav, which deals estensively with the acquisition and exercise of porwer, the nature of legitimacy and authority, the dutfes of ruler and subject,in a word, with what we in
the West would call constituional law and politcal philosophy

The long interacton befuveen Islam and Chrstanity and the many resemblances and mutual influences befween the fo have sometimes led observers to overlook some significant diffrences. The Quran, it i said. is the Moslim Bible; the mosque is e
Muslim churc; the lema ave the Muslin clergy All thee satements ae rue, yet 2l three are serously misleading. The OId and New Testament both consist of collctions o differnt books, extending over a long period of time and seen by th believers 25
embocing divine revelation. The Qur'an, for Muslnss, is  single book prommulgated af one ime by one man, the Prophet Muhammad. After @ lvely debte in th first centures of skam, the doctrine was adopted that the Qur'an iself is uncreated and eternal,
ivine and immotzble. This bas become & cental tenet of the faith.

‘The mosque is indeed the Muslim church in the sense that it i a place of communal worship. But one cannot speak of “the Mosque” a3 one speaks of “the Church™—of an institution wit it own bierarchy and laws, in confras to the state. The ulema (n Iran and
in Muslim countries influenced by Persian culture known as mollahs) may be described a5 a clergy in the sociological sense, in that they are professional men o religion, accredited as such by training and certification. But there is no priesthood in Islam—no
‘priestly mediation betuveen God and the believer, no ordinafion, no sacraments, no rituals that only an ordained clergy can perform. In the past, ome would Eave added that there are no councils or synods, no bishops to define and inquisitors o enforce orthodoxy. At
least i Iran, this is no longer entirely tue.

‘The primary funcion of the ulema—from an Arabic word meaning “knowledge”™—is to uphold and interpret the Holy Latw. From late medieval times, something like 2 parish clerey emerged, ministering to the needs of ordinary people in cies and villages, but
these were usually separate fom and mistrusted by the ulems, and owed more to mystical than to dogmatic Islam. In the later slamic morarchies, in Turkey and Iran, a kind of ecclesiastical hierarchy appeared, but this had 1o roots in the classical Muslim tradition,
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of theie suthoized exponent, 1 th relations between govemment religon, nd society. The Founder of Cerstianiy bade his ollwers “Teder usto Caesa the things which are Caesar'; and usto God the things which wre God'” (Mar XXII21)—snd for
centuies Chitiansty grew nd developed as arligion of the dowatzoddes, sl with the conversion t Chrstanty ofth emperor Constantine, Caesas himself becamse a Chritian and iaugorted 3 seresof changes by Which the e it captred the Roman
Enmpire and trasformed it civlizaion. The Founder of slam was bis own Constanine, snd founded his ows sae end empive, He did not therefore create—or need 0 creste—a chusch, The dichotomy of g snd zacerdotuam, 30 crucal i the history of
Werter Chisendom, had 20 equivalent i Tlam. During Mubamead's lftime, te Muslzs became at once a politcal and  rlgious community,with th Proptet s head ofsae, As suc, be goverced aplace and a peopl, dispenned jusc, collctd taxes,
commanded armies, waged war 324 made pesce. For te formatve st generaton of Muslays, whose advestures are thesacred history o sam, there was o proacted tesing by persecution, 0 radiion ofresistance 0. hosul sate poer.On the contary, the
state that ruled them s that of eam, and God's approval oftheis cause was made clar o them in th form o vicory and empie i tis workd.

In pagen Rome, Caesar was God. For Christans, thee is 3 choice between God and Caesa,and endless generaions of Christians Bave been ensuared i that choic. In sam, tere was 50 sch painfl hoice. In the universal samic poly 1 conceived by
Muslis, there i no Caeea but nly God, who i the soe sovreign snd the ol soure ofaw: Mubammad was His Prophet, who daing his Ieise bothtaught an roled on God's betalf. When Mubamasad ied i 632 C.£, bis sirins]and prophetie misson ©
ring God's bok to maskind, was compleed. Wht remained s the relgiou task o spreading God'srevelton uatl zaly sl the work scceped it This was to be ahieved by extending the auborty snd s alsothe meambersip o the commuity which

embraced the e uith and upheld God's v To provid the nesesary eshesion and leadersip for this sk, a deputy o sucessorofthe Prophetwas required. The Arabic word Hhall fa wasthe il adopied b the Prophetsfther -l and frst sccessor, Abu
B, whose scession o the hesdshipofthe Ieamic community marked the foundstion ofte gestbistonc sttton of th calihate

‘Unees the calips, th community of Medina, where the rophet ad held sway,grn i barely acentury int 8 vast esapv, aod sam became  worldrlgion In th experence of the fst Muslims, s preserved andrecorded fo e geperations, eligous rth

and political porer were indisoluby asscinted: the fist snctfedth second,the second sustined the st The Ayatollah Khomeii onceremarked that “slam s poltcs o s nhing.” Not ll Muslms would go that fr, but most would agree that God is

wl concermed withpoliics, andthis belef isconfirmed and sstained by the shav's, the Holy L, which deals extenivly with e acqusition and exercise of powes, e naur oflegitimacy and authorsy,th dutes of rler and subjec i 3 word, with what we i
e West would el consuional I and polstical philosophy

The lng iseracion between slam and Clristianity and the many resemblances and mutal influences between the to have sometimes led cbservers to ovelook some sgnificant differnces. The Qur'an it s said, i the Moslim Bibl; the mosque s the
Ausim chuch; the ulersa are the Musliz clery. Al thiee satements ae true,yet all thvee aneseiouly mslading. The OLd nd New Testament bothconsistof collections of difeest books, extending over 8 loag period of time and see by the belevers as
ebodying ivine revlaton. The Qur'an, for Mslis, i  single book promaulgated st cne i by one man, th Prophet Muhammad. Afer s lvely debate i te i centuiesof Llam, the docrine was adopted that he Qur'an slf s werestd snd eeral
divine snd immutable, This has become » cetreltenet ofthe it

The mosque i ndeed te Muslizm cherch n the seue that it i  lace of commuzal worship, But one caznotspes: of“the Mosque” a one speaksof “the Church"—of sn noition wth s v ierazchy snd law, i contras t e ate. The weesa (in Irsn ssd.
i Ml counries influenced by Perin eulture known a molahe) may be descibed st clery i the socilogial sens, i tht they re profesionsl men ofrelgion, acredited s such by wining s cerification But thee is o prevtiood in ilam—5o
prestly mediatin between God azd the beleser, o ordination, no sacraments, 5o itals that oly a ordined clery can perform. Inthe past one would kave added that thre e o councls o synods, o bishops o defineand inquisiors 1 enforce orthodory. At
eastin Tan, s i 0 onger entzely e,

“The privay fusction ofthe uema—fom 5 Arabic word meaning “koowledge”—is 1o upbold and iterpre the Holy Law. From lte medieva s, someing i apari cesgy emerged, misteing 10 the needs of odinry people n cities and villages, bt
- these were usaly separate from aod mistrusted by the ulema, and owed more o mystica than to dogumatic . I the e samic morarchie, in Tuskey and Iran, & kind of eclesiastcal ierarchy appeared, b this had n0roots i the classical Mk tradition,
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~+f1€ primary’ [unction of fac niema—Irom an Arabic Word meanmg - knowiedge —15 10 upnold and Inferpret the Hofy Laiw. from iale medictal times, SOmEtimg 1IXe 2 parisil CICIEY cmeIged. MIUSICINE 1o The needs of ordinary peopic I CIles and Wtiages, but
these were usually separate ffom and mistrusted by the ulems, and owed more to mystical than to dogmatic Islam. In the later slamic morarchies, in Turkey and lran, a kind of ecclesiastical hierarchy appeared, but this had 1o roots in the classical Muslim tradition,
and members of these hierarchies never claimed, still less exercised, the powwers of Christian prelates. In modem times there have been many changes, mainly under Westem influences, and institutions and professions have developed which bear  suspicious
resemblance to the churches 2nd clerics of Christendom. But these represent 2 departure fom classical slam, not 2 retum to i

If one may speak of a clrgy in 2 limited sociological sense in the Islamic worl, there is no sense atallin which one can speak of a laiy. The very notion of something that i separate or even separable from religious authority, expressed in Christian languages
by terms such as lay, temporal, or secula, is totally alien to Islamic thought and practice. It was not unfil relatively modem fimes that equivalents for these terms existed in Arabic. They were borrowed fom the usage of Arabic-speaking Christians or newly.
invented.

‘From the days of the Prophet, the Islamic society had a dual character. On the one hand, it was a polity—a chieflaincy that successively became a state 2nd an empire. At the same time, on the other hand, it was 2 religions community, founded by a Prophet and
ruled by his deputies, who were also his successors. Christ was crucified, Moses died without extering the promised land, and the beliefs and attitudes of thei religious followers are still profoundly influenced by the memory of these facts. Mubammad triumphed.
doring his lfetime, and died a sovereign 2nd a conqueror. The resulting Muslim atfitudes can only have been confirmed by the subsequent history of theirreligion. In Western Europe, barbarian but teachable invaders came to an existing state and religion, the
‘Roman Empire and the Clristian Chxch. The invaders recognized both, and tried to serve their own aizs and needs within the existing structures of Roman poliy and Chistian religion, both using the Latin language. The Muslim Arab invaders who conquered the.
‘Middle East and North Africa brought their own faith, with their own scriptures in their own language; they created their own polify, with a nerw set of laws, a ner imperial language, and a new imperial structure, with the caliph as supreme head. This state and.
‘polity were defined by Islam, and full membership belonged, alone, o those who professed the dominant faith.

The career of the Prophet Mhammad, i this 23 in all else the model whom all good Muslims sek: to emulat, alsinfo o parts. I the first, during his years in bis birtaplace, Mecca (2570-622), he was an opponent of the reigning pagen oligarchy. In e
second, afte his move from Mecce to Medina (622-632), he was the head of a sate. These two phases in the Propht'scarer,the one of resistance, th other of ule, are bothrelected in the Qur'an, where in diffeent chaptrs the belivers are enjoned fo obey
God's representtive and t disobey Pharaoh, the paradigm of the unjust and tyrannical ruler. These o aspects o the Prophet’s ife and work inspired tvo raditons in Isam, the one authoritarian and quieit,the other radical and activit. Both are amply reflected,
on the one kand in the development of the radition, on the othe i the unfolding of events. It was not aiays easy to defermine who was God's representative and who tas Pharacks many books were writen, and many batles fougkt,in the atempt. The problem
remains, end both raditions can be seen very clealy in the polemics and struggles of our o times

‘Between the extremes of quietism and radicalism, there is 2 pervasive, widely expressed attitude of reserve, even of mistrust,toward government. An example is the sharp difference, in medieval fimes, of popular atitudes toward the qadi, 2 fudge, 2nd the muti,
2 jurisconsul in the Holy Law. The qadi, who was appointed by the ruler, is presented in lterature and follore a3 a venal, even a ridiculous figur; the muft, established in medieval Islam by the recognition of his colleagues and the general population, enjoyed
esteem and respect. A fopos in biographies of pious men—of which we have hundreds of thousands—is thatthe hero was offered a government appoinment and refused. The offr establishes bis learning and reputation, the refusal is integrity

In Ottomen fimes there was an important change. The qadi gained greatly in powwer and authority, and even the muftiwas integrated into the public chain of authority. But the old aftitude of mistrust of government persisted, and it is frequently expressed in
‘proverbs, folktales, and even high lterature.

For more than a thousand years, Islam provided the only universally acceptable set of rules and principles for the regulation of public and social lfe. Even during the period of maximum European influence,in the counfries rled or dominated by European
imperial powers as well 23 in those that remained independent, slamic poliical notions 2nd atitudes remained 2 profound and pervasive influence. In recent years there have been many signs that these nofions and atiftdes may be returning, albeit in modified
forms, o their previous dominance

It inthe realm of poliics—domestic, regional, and international alike—that we see the most sriking differences betuveen Islam and the rest of the world. The heads of state or ministers of foreign affais of the Scandinavian courfies and the United Kingdom do
ot from time to time, foregather in Protestant summit conferences, nor was it ever the practice of the rulers of Greece, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and the Soviet Usion, temporarily forgetting their political and ideological differences, to hold regular meetings on the.
asis of their current or previous adherence o the Orthodor Church. Similarly, the Buddbist sates of East and Southeast Asia do mot constitute a Buddhist bloc atthe United Nations, nor for that matter in any other of thelr political activities, The very idea of such a
‘grouping, based on religion, in the modem world may seem anachronistic and even absurd. It is neither anachronistic nor zbsurd i relation to Islam. Throughout the tensions of the Cold War and afer, more than fifty Muslim governments—including monarchies.
and republics, conservatives and radicals, practitioners of capitalism and of socialism, supporters of the Western bloe, the Easten bloc, 2nd a whole spectrum of shades of neutrality—built up an elaborate apparatus of intemafional consultation and, on many issues,
eooperation.

In September 1969 an Islamic summit conference held in Rabat, Morocco, decided to create a body 1o be known as the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), with 2 permanent secretariat in Jedda, Saudi Arabia. This body was duly set up, and it
developed rapidly in the 1970z, The OIC was particularly concerned with help to poor Muslim countries, support for Muslim minorities in non-Muslim countries, 2nd the intermational position of Islam and of Muslims—in the words of oxe observe, the Islamic
rights of man.

‘This organization now numbers ffly-seven member sates, plus three with observer satus. Tovo of these states, Albania and Turkey, are or aspire o be in Europe (Bosria has oxly observer status); two, Surinam (admifted 1996) and Guyana (admitted 1998), are
n the Western Hemisphere. The rest are in Asia and Africa, and with fewv exceptions gained their independence in the st half cenfury from the Western European and, more recently, the Soviet empires. Most of them are overwhelmingly Muslim in population,
though a fexs were admitted on the strength of significant Muslim minorites. Apart from these states, there are important Muslim minorities in other countries—some of them akin to the majority, 2 in India, some of them ethnically as wellas religiously different,
like the Chechens and Tatars of the Russizn Federation. Some countris, like China, kave Muslim minoriies of both kinds. Many more countries are now acquiring Mauslim minorifies by immigration.

‘There were and are important limits to the effectivensss of the OIC s 2 factor in international polifics. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, a flagrant act of ageression against a sovereign Mauslim nation, evoked no serious protest and was even defended
oy some members. More recently, the organization has failed to concen itself with the civil wars in member states such 2s Sudan and Somalia. Nor has its record in regional matters been impressive. Between 1980 and 1988, two Lslamic countries, Iraq and Iren,
fought 2 devastating war, nflicting immense damage on each other. The OIC did nothing either to prevent or to end this war.In general, the OIC, unlike the Organization of American States 2nd the Organization of African Unity, does not look into human rights
abuses and other domestic problems of member state; ts human rights concerns have been limited to Muslms iving under non-Muslim rule, primarily in Palestine. The OIC should not, however, be discounted. It cultural and social acivites are important and
are growing, and the machinery that it provides for regular consultation befween member states may increase in importance s the Cold War and is disruptive effects recede info the past.

Turming from intematioral and regioral to domestc politics, the difference between Islam and the rest of the world, though less striking, i still substantia. In some of the counfies that practice multiparty democracy, there are poltical partes with religious
designations—Christan in the West, Hinds in India, Buddhist in the Orient. But there are relatively few of these parties, and still fewer that play a major role. Even withthese, religious themes are usually of minor importance in their programs and their appeals to
the electorate. Vet in many, indeed in most slamic countries, religion remains a major politcal factor—far more indeed in domestic than in infernationsl or even inregional affars. Why this difference?

O amiwer is miviems: mist Vinslim sovmiriss ara <l nrnfmdle Mnslim in 2 swav and in 2 semsa that most Christian sovmiries ara nn Innaar Christian Admifdl in mams of fhase emirins Chrisian helisfs and fha clarey b nmhald fhem ara sl 2
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In Septmber 1969 an Ilamic summit conference beld in Rabat, Moroceo, decided to creae 2 body to be nown 2 the Organzation of e Islamic Conference (010), wih 2 pemanent secrearia i Jdda, Saudi Arabia. Ths body was daly st up, 1 it
developed sapily i the 1970, The OIC was parialsly concermed it bep o poos Ml cousties, support for Mk minonties in o Mush countres, d the sterzaions posion of lam s of Mislime—z te wds of coe obseve, e Jamic
-

Ths organiztion sow mumbers - seven member sats, pus thee wih obrrves satas. Towo of these state, Albasia 204 Tukey, ar o aspive 0 e i Eusope (Bossi has caly observer tato); o, Suisam (danited 1996) and Guyasa (admied 1999), we
{8 e Wertern Hemisphere. The retar in Avi and Affics, nd wih fee excepticns ined thi independence in the st halfcemury from the Werter European nd, more recendly,te Sovie empres. Mort of them e oerwhelmingly Muslim i populaion,
though a few were admined o the sength of sgaificst Mslis mineiie Apar from these st here ae mporsat sl minrites i otbercounties—somme of them ski o the majoiy, 8 i Indis, some ofthem ehnicaly s well s relgiusly diffce,
Ik the Chichens and Ttasof the Russisn Federatin. S coustries, e Chisa, ve Moslissmioritesof bot Kinds. Masy more coustriesse o sequiing )

P ———

There were s s portt it o the efctvesess ofthe OIC 8 & fto i ermasions)poliis The Soviet svasion of Afghasisn n 1979,  Sagrant st ofaggression ageit s soveeign Maslimsation, evckd no seiousproest d waseves defended
oy sz messhes Moveseceny, he oxganization has fled to concern tslfwith e il was i essbe staes such 2 S and Somalis Nox has it secord i egiona matersbeen mpresive, Betwees 1980 snd 1985, two Ilmie cousie, ng s I,
fought s devastting wr, nflicting Emmense dasage oneach otber. The OIC did nothing either 1 prevent ortoend his war.In gemeral, the OIC, ke the Organizeion of American Statesand the Organization of Afcan Usiy, does ot ok ito buman riges
abuses and ober domesic poblems of membersates s Buzsan ghts coaceras have b it 1o Moslizs living unde soa-Moslics e, prmarly i Paestine. The OIC should ot Boweves,be discoused. I cultral and socal acivitesare importast 124
a1 groing, and the machinery that i provdesfo regular consulaion bere mesbe staesmay increase i importasc a the Cold Was nd fs diuptve effects rcede st the st

Turming from istenational adregionl to dometic poic,th difrence beween sam and herest of the work, hough les sriking, i sull sbstantial. I some of the counties hat practice multipary democracy, there ae polica paries withreligious
desgustions—Chiisisn i the Wes, Hind in Indis, Buddbit i the Orest. Bt thre s selatively S ofhese paties, and el fve tha play  msorsle. Even with hes,sligions e e wsualy of miner impertance i hes progresasand thes sppesl o
the elestorste, Vet i maay, indeed n ot Tl coumtie, eligion remains o major poltie) fctor—sr more indeed i dosmestic s in iterationsl o even i egione s Why his difrence?
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One ansiver is obvious; most Mauslim countries are stil profoundly Muslie, in a way and in a sense that most Christian countries are no longer Chrstian. Admiftedly, in many of these countries, Christian beliefs and the clergy who uphold them are stll 2
‘porwersul force, and althoug thei role is not what it was in past centuries, it i by 1o means insignificant. But in no Chrstian country at the present time can religious leaders count on the degree of belief and participation that emains normal in the Muslim lands.
In few, if any, Christian countries do Christian sanefifies enjoy the immunity from critical comment or discussion that i accepted as normal even in ostensibly secular and democratic Muslim societies. Indeed, this privileged immunity bas been extended, de facto,
to Westem countries where Muslim communities are now established and where Muslim beliefs and practices are accorded a level of immunity fom eriicism that the Christian majorites have lost and the Jewish minorities never had. Most importart, with very
Sew exceptions, the Chistizn clergy do not exercise or even claim the kind of public authoriy thatis still normal and accepted in most Muslim countries.

‘The higher level of religious faith and practice among Muslims as compared with followers of oher religions is part of the explanation of the unique Muslim atitude to politics: it i notthe whole explanation, since the same attitude may be found in individusls
and even in whole groups whose commitment to religious faith and practice s at best perfmctory: Isam is not only 2 matter of faith and practice; it s elso 2n identiy and a loyalty—for many, an identity and 2 loyalty that ranscend all others.

On the surface,the importation of the Western notions of patiotism and nationalism changed allthis and led o the creation of a sries of modern nation-states, extending across the Islamic world from Moroeco to Indonesia.

‘But allis not s it appears on the surface. Tuvo examples may suffice. In 1923, after the last Greco-Turkish war,the fo govemments agreed to solve their minoriy problems by an exchange of populations—Greeks were sent from Turkey to Greece, Turks were
sent from Greece to Turkey. At least, that i how the bistory books usually tellthe story. The facts are somewvhat different. The protocl that the fwo governments signed in Lausanne in 1923, embodying the exchange agreement, does not speak of “Creeks” and
“Turks™ It defines the persons to be exchanged as “Turkish subjects of the Greek: Orthodox religion residing in Turkey” and “Greek: subjects of the Muslim religion residing in Greece.” The protocol thus recognizes only fwo types of identity—the one defined by
being the subject of a state, the ofher by being an adherent of  religion. It makes no reference to ether ethnic or linguistc nationality. The accuracy of this document in expressing the intentions of the signatories was confirmed by the actual excange. Many of the.
so-called Greeks from the Anatolizn Turkish province of Karaman spoke Turkish as their mother tongue but wrote it in the Greek script and worshiped in Orthodox churches. Many of the so-called Turks from Greece knew lile or no Turkish and commonly spoke
Greek—but they wrote it in the Turco- Arabic script. A Western observer, accustomed to a Western system of clasification, might well have concluded that what the governments of Greece and Turkey agreed and accomplished was not an exchange and repafiation
of Greek and Turkish national minoriies but rather a double deportation into exile—of Muslim Greeks to Turkey, of Christian Turks to Greece. Uil very recently, Greece and Turkey, both Westenizing democracies, one a member, the ofher an applicant for
‘membership of the European Union, had a lin for eligion on their state-issued identity documents.

A second example is Egypt. There can be few, if any, nations with a bettr claim to nafionhood—a country sharply defined by both history and geography, with 2 continous history of civilization going back for more than fie thousand years. But Egyptizns have
several identiies, and for most of the last fourteen centuries, that s, since the Arab-lslamic conquest of Egypt in the seventh century and the subsequent Islamization and Arabization of the country, the Egyptian identit has rarely been the predominaxt one,
‘ielding pride of place to the cultural and linguistic identiy of Arsbism and, for most of their history, o the religious identity of Islam. Egypt as 2 nation is one of the oldestin the world Egypt 2s 2 nation-sate i a modern creation, and stil faces many challenges.
at home. At the presext time, the siongest of these challenges in Egypt as in some other Muslim counfries comes from radical Islamic groups, the kind now commonly if misleadingly described as “findamentalist

‘From the lfetime of ifs Founder, and therefore n its sacred scriptures, Islam i associated in the minds and memories of Muslims with the exercise of political and military power. Classical slam recognized a distinction befween things of this world and things of
the next, betuween pious and worldly considerations. It did not recognize  separate institution, with 2 ierarchy and laws of its 0w, to regulate religious maters.

‘Does this mean that Islam is a theocracy? Inthe sense that God i seen 2 the supreme sovereig, the answer would have to be yes indeed. In the sense of goverment by a priestaood, most defnitely not. The emergence of  priestly hierarchy and its assumption.
of ultimate authority in the sate is 2 modem innovation and is 2 unique contribution of the late Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran to Ilamic thought and practice.

‘The Islamic Revolution in Iran, like the French and Russizn Revolutions which it in many ways resembles, had 2 tremendous impact not oxly at home and among its own people but also among ll the counries and peoples with whom it shared a common
‘universe of discourse. Like the French and Russian Revolutions in their days, it aroused tremendous hope and enthusiasm. Like these revolutions, i has suffered its Terror and its War of Intervention; like them, it has its Jacobins and its Bolsheviks, determined to
crush any sign of pragmatism or moderation. And like these earlier revolutions, and more particularly the Russian, it hasits own network of agents and emissaries siriving in various way to further the cause of the revolution or at least of the regime that s seen o
embody it

‘The word revoluion bas been much misused in the modem Middle East, being applied to—or claimed for—many events which would more appropriately be designated by the French coup d'état, the German Putsch, or the Spanish pronunciamiento. The
‘political experience of the English-speaking peoples, interestingly, provides no equivalent term. What happened in Iran was none of these but was n it origins an authentic revolutionary movement of change. Lik its predecessors, it has in many ways gone badly
wrong, leading to tyranny at home, terror and subversion abrozd. Unlike revolutionary France and Russia, revolutiorary Iran lacks the means, the resources, and the skill to become 2 major world power and threat. The threat that it does offer s primarily, and.
overwhelmingly, to Maslims and to Islam itself

‘The revolutionary wave in Islam has several components. Ore of them is 2 sense of humiliatin: the feeling of 2 community of people aceustomed to regard themselves as the sole custodizns of God's truth, commanded by Him o bring i to the infidels, who
suddenly find themselves dominated and exploited by those same infidels and, even when no longer dominated, till profoundly affected in ways that change thei lives, moving them om the true Islamic to other paths. To humilistion was added frustation as the
‘arious remedies, most of them imported from the West, were tried and one after anotker failed.

After humiliation and frusiration came 2 third componext, necessary for the resurgence—a new confidence and sense of porwer. These arose fom the ol cisis of 1973, when in support of Egypts war against srael, the oil-producing Arab countries used both the.
supply and the price of oil a what proved to be a very effective weapon. The resulting wealth, pride, and self.assurance were reinforced by another new element—contempt. On closer acquaintance with Europe 2nd America, Muslim visitors began to observe and
describe what they saw as the moral degeneracy and consequent weakness of Western civlization.

In atime of intensifying strains, of faltering ideologies, jaded loyalties, and crumbling intitutions, an ideology expressed in Islamic terms offered several advantages: an emotionally familiar basis of group identity, solidarity, and exclusion; an acceptable basis of
legitimacy and authorty; an immediatel intelligible formulation of principles for both 2 criique of the present and a program for the future. By means of these, slam could provide the most effctive symbols and slogans for mobilization, whether for or against 2

Islamic movements also have another immense advantage as cortrasted with all heir competitor. In the mosques they dispose of  nefwork of association and communication that even the most dictatorial of goverments cannot entirely control. Indeed, rutkless
dictatorships help them, unintentionally, by eliminating competing oppositions.
‘Radical Islamism, to which it has become customary to give the name slamic findamentalism, is not 2 single homogeneous movement. There are many fypes of Islamic fundamentalism in differen countries and even somefimes within 2 single country. Some.

are state-sponsored—promulgated, used, and promoted by one or other Muslim govemment for ifs own purposes; some are genuine popular movements fom below. Among state-sponsored Islamic movements, there are again several kinds, both radical and
conservative, both subversive and presmptive. Conservaive and preemptive movements have been started by governments in powr, seeking 1o protect themselves from the revolutionary wave. Such are the movements encouraged at various fimes by the
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One answes i cbvious; most Musli countrie ae sl profoundly Muslim, n 3 way and i a sense that most Ciistian countis are 50 longer Chrstian. Admitedly, n many of thse countis, Chistan bliefs and he clergy who uphold them are sl
porverul forc, nd although thelr ol ot what s i past ceure, it by o e ivgnificant But i 5o Christian couty atth presest s canreligious lederscounton the egree of belefand paricipation that remains ommsl i the Moslim s,
1o few, if any, Cistian countes do Christian sanctisexjoy th immuaity omesticalcommest o discusion tht i ccepted a5 normaleven in osteasily seculas nd demoeratc Muslim societes.Ioded,tis privileged immuniy hasbeen extended,de acto,
o Wester countries where Muslm communitiesare ow esablished and where Ml belefs and practicesare accorded a level ofimmunity rom exificis tat the Chiistian majontes havelot and he Jewish mizorties neer had Mostimportast, i very
e excepion,the Chiistianclesgy do not exreise o even clsm e Kind of ublic suthony ths is sl szl and scepted i most sk coumes.

‘Thehighes evel o religous futh and practice among Musins ascompared with followers o thes eligions ispartof e explanation of the unique Moskiz atitud o plitc; it s not e whole explnation, ince the same atitude may b foundin ndividuls
24 even i whole groups whose commitment o eigious it and ractie i tbest pesfunctory. Il s notouly 3 mate o it and practice it s o 3 Mentty and 3 loalty—fo masy, n denty 3d a loyaly that wanscendal oters.

O the surace the importationof e Wester notonsof patriotsaad naionalim changed al tis andld o th cestion o 3 seies o modernnationsttes,extending acros the ilamic world fom Moroceo t Indonesia.

Bl i not it ppesss o the urfsce, Towo exsnpls sy i, I 1923, afterthe st Goeco-Turkish war, th fwo goveruanets sgaeed 1 sove theis miniy probleas by on exchange of popltions—Greeks were sestfom Tk to e, ks were
st from Gresceto Trkey. At least,that i ko the Bitry books unually el the oy, Th facts are somewhat diffrent. The prtosothatth two governments siged i Lausanne in 1923, embodying the exchange agreemes,does ot pesk of “Greeks” and
“Tusks” It definesthe persons to be exchanged s “Turkish subjcts o the Gree Orthodex religon esding i Tukey” and “Greek subjects of the Ml relgion reidng in Greece ™ The protoes thasrecogaizes oy to ypes of identity—the one defsed by
being the subjctof a state, th oter by beig an adberent of  eligion. It males o efeence 10 either ethaic o lnguistc nationality The aceuracy of this documeat i expressing the nteations o the sgaatoies was confirmed by the actal exchange. My of the
so-called Greeks fom e Asatolisn Turkish province of Kaaman spoke Tuskish s thei mothr tonga bt wrot it i the Greek septand worshiped iz Orhodor chasches Many ofthe so-calld Tusks fom Greece knew litle o o Tskishand commasly spokie
reek—butthey wite it the Turco-Arabic script. A Weser cbserer aceustomed to 8 Wester system of classifcation,migh well e concluded that what the governments of Gresce nd Turkey ageed and sccomplished was ot an exchange and repanaton
of Greek ad Torkish naional minortes bt rther 3 doble deportaton it exile—of Muslm Greeks o Turkey, of Crisian Turks to Greece, Uselvery recely, Greece snd Turkey, both Westermizing demsoercies, ane a mermber, th other a appicant for
‘membersip o the European Unios, bad aline forseligion o thei sate-osued ideatty documets

A second example i Egypt. Thee can b fe, if ey, nstions with a bete claiztonatonbood—s country sharly defined by bth hisory snd geogiaphy, it s continuous Bistoy of ivlization going back fr morethan fve thousand years, Bt Egyptisns have
seveal identite, and for most ofthe st foutee centuries, that s, since the Arablsamic conguest of Egyp in the seventh century and the subsequeat Islamization and Arabization o the county, the Egptian dextity ba rasely been the predominat one,
‘iedingprde o lac t e caltrl nd linguisic desity of Arshissand, foxmostofthes hitry, o the eligios densy o ilam. Egpt 2  naio s e of e ldest i the world. Egypt a2 8 aton-state i  modern caeaion, and sl fces many challenges
it o, At the preset time, he szonges of these challenges i Egypt i some therMushascounies cowes o radical i groups, s ki mow comamonly f mslsdingly descibed 8 “fandamentalit”

From the ifeime ofts Foundr,and therefoe in it scred seriptures, Il i assocatd n the minds nd messoies of sl with the xercse of politcal and milary power Classca slam ecogaized a dstinctin betwees hings of this world ad things of
the next,berween pious and workly considration. I did no ecogaize & separat nsiution, ith 3 iearchy and aws of s v, o regulte relgious matters.

Does this mean tat a8 theocracy? L the sezse tat God i seen 2 e supreme soereign, the anwerwould bave o be e ndeed. I the sense of goveramest by pristhood, most defiely not.The emergenceof 8 priesy herarchy an s asumpion
ofatimate ahorsy n the sate i  xodern imnovation nd 3 unique comribuion of e late Ayarolah Kbomei ofranto lmic thought and pracie,

“The samic Revoltion i Ian, ik te French and Russian Revolutons which i i man ways resembles, had 3 wressendous impact 5o oy at home and among is o people but also among all th couties nd pesples with who t shaed 3 common
iverse ofdiscourse. Like the French and Russan Revolutons inthei day, i aroused remendous ope and enhusiasm. Like thes revolutions, i bas uffered it Tenorand s War of Inerestion e them, t has s acobins andits Bolsheviks, detemined 5
erush any signof pragmatsm or moderation. And ke these erierrelutons, and more psiclalythe Rusia, i has fsowm, nework of agents and emisares sriving i various ways t frter the caus oftherevolution o aleast o the regme ha is seen
embody i

“The werd esclucion has been mauch mised n the moder Middle Ess, beng sppled to—or clamed for—many events which would mre spproprstely b devigmated by the French coup 'iat the German Putzch, or the Spanih romunciamiento The
politcal experince o the English spesking peopes, teestngy,provides o equivalest e, What appened i Iran was none of thse bat was in s origios an authentc revutionary movemeat o change. Like itspredecesor, it has i many ways gone badly
‘wrong,leading o tyranny at home, teror and subersion abroed. Ulikerevolutionary France and Russa, revoluionay I lacks th means, the resources, and the skl fo become 3 major world power and threat The theat tat it does offr i primaly, aod
overnelmingly to Moslims andt bam et
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suddenly find themselves dominated and exploited by those same infidels and, even when no longer dominated, till profoundly affected in ways that change thei lives, moving them om the true Islamic to other paths. To humilistion was added frustation as the
‘arious remedies, most of them imported from the West, were tried and one after anotker failed.

After humiliation and frusiration came 2 third componext, necessary for the resurgence—a new confidence and sense of porwer. These arose fom the ol cisis of 1973, when in support of Egypts war against srael, the oil-producing Arab countries used both the.
supply and the price of oil a what proved to be a very effective weapon. The resulting wealth, pride, and self.assurance were reinforced by another new element—contempt. On closer acquaintance with Europe 2nd America, Muslim visitors began to observe and
describe what they saw as the moral degeneracy and consequent weakness of Western civlization.

In atime of intensifying strains, of faltering ideologies, jaded loyalties, and crumbling intitutions, an ideology expressed in Islamic terms offered several advantages: an emotionally familiar basis of group identity, solidarity, and exclusion; an acceptable basis of
legitimacy and authorty; an immediatel intelligible formulation of principles for both 2 criique of the present and a program for the future. By means of these, slam could provide the most effctive symbols and slogans for mobilization, whether for or against 2

Islamic movements also have another immense advantage as cortrasted with all heir competitor. In the mosques they dispose of  nefwork of association and communication that even the most dictatorial of goverments cannot entirely control. Indeed, rutkless
dictatorships help them, unintentionally, by eliminating competing oppositions.

Raicaleamim, o whic i hasbecome customar o give e name sl fandamentalim, is no  sinle homogeneous movement There re many ypes of lamic undamentlism i differat cousries aad even sometmes wihn 2 single counry: Some
e sate-spossoed——promulgaied, sed, and prometed by one or otser Mslim govemument fr s own pupose; ome ae gemuine popular movements from belo. Among sae-sponsred slamic movements thee ae agin sevesl Kinds, bothradicaland
consrvaie, both sbrsve and precapive. Copservaive and reempive movements have been started by governmeats i pover, seeking fo rotect thmselves fom the revolutionay wave. Such r the movements eacouragedat various TSR
Egypians, the Pakistenis, and otaby the Saudis. e fher kiod, s mor importan,comes fom below, with n utsetic popularbas, Th st of s o seae pover and e most sccessl i xercisin s e movement know s he Ifamic revolaion
ran Raial sl regimes v ule in e Sudan nd o a wile aled n Agtanistan, and Il moremeas ffes o rats o e ey ndangered exiting onder i oercougre,noably Algeia and Egyp.

‘The Mauslim fundamentslists, unlike the Protestant groups whose name was fransferred to them, do mot differ from the mainstream on questions of theology and the interpretation of cripture. Their crifique i, in the broadest sense, socieal. The slamic world, in
their view, bas taken  wrong furning. Its rulers call themselves Muslims and make & pretense of Islam, but they are in fact spostates who have abrogated the Holy Lar and adopted foreign and infidel laws nd customs. The only solution, for them, is 2 retum to the.
authentic Muslim way of i, and for this the removal of the apostate governments is an essential firststep. Fundamentalist are anti-Western n the sense that they regard the West asthe source of the evil that is corroding Muslim society, but their primary aftack is
directed against their own rulers and leaders. Such were the movements which brought about the overthrow of the shah of ran in 1979 and the murder of President Sadat of Egypt two years later. Both were seen as symptoms of 2 deeper evl to be remedied by an
inner cleansing. In Egypt they murdered the ruler but failed to take over the state; inIran they destroyed the regime and created their own.

Islam i one of the world's great religions. It has given dignity 2nd meaning to drab and impoverished lves. It has taught men of different races o live in brotherhood and people of different creeds to live side by side in reasorable tolerance. It nspired 2 great
civilization in which otkers besides Muslms lived creative and useful lives and which, by is achievement, enriched the whole world. But Islam, like other religions, has also known periods when it inspired in some of ifs followers a mood of hatred and violence. It
i our misfortune that we have to conffont part ofthe Muslim world while tis going through such a period, and when most—though by 1o means all—of that hatred is directed against us

Why? We should not exaggerate the dimensions of the problem. The Muslim world i far from unanimous in ts rejection of the West, nor have the Muslim regions of the Third World been alone in their hostility. There are still significant numbers, in some.
quarters perhaps a majority, of Muslims with whom we share certain basic cultural and moral, social 2nd political beliefs and aspirations; there is =il  significant Westemn presence—cultural, economic, diplomatio—in Muslim lands, some of which are Western
alies. But thereis 2 surge of hatred that distresses, alarms, and above all bafles Americans.

Ofen, this atred goes beyond the level of hostlity to specific inerests or actions or policies or even countries, and becomes & rejection of Western civilization as such, not s much for what it does as for wht it is, and for the principles and values that it
‘practices and professes. These are indeed seen as innately evil, and those who promote or accept them e seen a3 the “encrmies of God.

‘This phrase, which recurs so frequently in the statements of the Iranian leadership, both in their judicial proceedings and in their political pronouncements, must seem very strange 1o the modem outsider, whether religious or secular. The idea that God has
enemies, and needs human help in order {0 identify and dispose of them, i a itle diffcult to assimilate. It not, howwever, all hat alen. The concept of the enemies of God is familiar in preclassical and classical antiquity, and in both the Old and New Testements
aswell a in the Qur'an.

In Islam, the strugele of good and evil acquired, fom the start, poltical and even military dimensions. Muhammad, it will be recalled, was not only 2 prophet and a teacher, ike the founders of other religions; he was also a rler and a soldier. Hence his struggle
involved a state and its armed forces. 1fthe fighters in the war for Lslam, the holy war “in the path of God,” are fighting for God, it fllows that their opponents are fighting against God. And since God s in principle the sovereign, the supreme head of the Islamic
sate, with the Prophet, and after the Prophet the caliphs, as His vicegerents, then God as sovereign commands the army. The army is God's army and the enemy is God's enemy. The duty of God's soldiers s to dispatch God's enemies as quickly as possible o the
‘place where God will chastse them, that i to say i the afterlife.

‘The key question that occupies Western policy makers at the present time may be stated simply: Is Lslam, whether findamentalst or other, 2 treat to the West? To this simple question, various simple answers have been given, and as i the way of simple
answers, they are mostly misleading. According to one school of thoug, afte the demise of the Soviet Union 2nd the Communist movement, Islam and Islamic fiundamentalism have replaced them as the major threat o the West and the Westem way of life.
‘According to another school of thoughe, Muslims, including radical fundamentalists, are basically decert, peace-loving, pious people, some of whom kave been driven beyond endurance by all the dreadful hings that we of the West have done to them. We choose.
0 see them a3 enemies because we have a psychological need of an enemy to replace the defunct Soviet Union.

‘Both views contain elements of truth; both are dangerously wrong. Islam as such is not an enemy of the West, and there are growing numbers of Muslims, both there znd here, who desire nothing better than a closer and more friendly relationship with the West
and the development of democratic instituions in their own couniries. But a sigrificant number of Muslims—notably but ot exclusively those whom we call findamentalists—are hostle and dangerous, not because we need an enemy but because they do.

In recent years, there have been some changes of perception and, consequently, of tactics among Muslims. Some of them stil see the Westin general and its present leader the United States in particular 25 the ancient and irveconcilable enemy of Islam, the ore
serious obstacle to the restoration of God's faih and law at home and their ultimate universal riumph. For these there is 5o way but war to the death, in fulfllment of what they see a5 the commandments of their faith. There are others who, while remaining
committed Muslims and well aware of the flaws of moder Western society, nevertheless also see it merite—its inquiring spiit, which prodiuced modern science and technology; ifs concern for freedom, which created modern democratic government, These, while
retaining their own beliefs and their own culfure, seek to join s in reaching toward  freer and bette world. There e some again who, while seeing the West as thei ultimate enemy and as the source of all evil, are nevertheless aware of s powwer, and seck some.
temporary accommodation in order better o prepare for the final strugele. We would be wise not o confuse the second 2nd the third.
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