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. trom both speech and gestures that they were Arabs. [ had not been
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ke he wasn't talking and he was wearing American clothes.
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In aword, the olfactory boundary performs two roles = Arw
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a round of applause for my daddy?” We complied,
i oo w5 hecoce mcre bared the way as Wetried o wlkpuy
to shout-sing a ditty to the tune of “La Bamba"—except the
were about a girl named Maria whose exploits thymed with her name ang
gonorrhea. The girl kept saying “Oh, Daddy” and looking atme with pleading
ves.She wanted me to laugh along with the others. My companionand Istoog
Glently swaiting for the man to end his offensive song. When he finished, |
Tooked not at him but at his daughter. 1 advised her calmly never o ask he
{her what he had done in the army. Then I walked between them and to my
voom. My friend complimented me on my cool handling of the situatio, byt
eonfessed that 1 had really wanted to push the jerk into the swimming poo.
This same man_—probably a corporate exeeutive, well-educated, even worldy
by most standards—would not have been likely to regale an Anglo wonan
with a dirty song in public. He might have checked his impuse by assuming
that she could be somebody's wife or mother, or at least sonebody who migh
\ake offense. But, to him, 1 was justan Evita or a Maria; merely a charactrinfis

cartoon-populated universe.
‘Another facet of the myth of the Latin woman in the United States i the
‘mental, the domestic—Maria the housemaid or countergirl. s true that work
‘as domestics, a waitresses, and in factories s all that's available to women
with little English and few skills. But the myth of the Hispanic menialh¢
funny maid, mispronouncing words and cooking up a spicy storm n a sy
California kitchen—has been perpetuated by the media in the same vay (!
“Mammy” from Gone with the Wind became America’s idea of the black woman
for generations. Since 1 do not wear my diplomas around my neck forall 0%
1 have on occasion been sent to that “kitchen"” where some think 1 obvious)
belong,

5 Oneincident has stayed with me, though I recognize i
My st pulic poey esing oo pace i g s
cheon was being hld before the vent, 1 as nervous and excted as
yithncisbook in hand. Ancder woman motioned me o he ale it
ing (foolish me) that she wanted me to autograph a copy of my neWly L
me, assuming that 1 eas the watress. (Easy enough to mistake m POST
s, suppose) know it wastt a intentional act of eruely Yetof o £

| good thingsthat happened lte, 1 remember that scene mstclearly X
| teminded me of what | ha to overcome before anyone would ke B}
sy I etrompect | understand that my anger gave my resding five. [0
€ alos heays taken any douit i my abilies o halln,
e bein he s ofwinring  convert, o oot
§ €95 warm o my words, the body language change, he
S T T
d dinctly at that woman. Her lowered eyes told me she was €1

t s minor offrse:

e wherea
; T walkedin
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herfaux pas, and when I willed her 0 ook up at me, she graciously allowed

N pinih her with my full ttention. We shook hands at the end of the rad.-
o  never s hr again. She has probably forgotin the ntir incident,

maybe not.
e am one of the lucky ones. There are thousands of Latinas without the

prvikge ofan ecucaton o he entrees intosociety that T have. Forthem fe s a
eant siuggle against the misconceptions perpetuated by the myth of the
My gol is tory to replace the old stercotypes with a much more interest-
<etofrealites. Every time | give a reading, I hope the stories  tel, the dreams
and fears | examine in my work, can achieve some universal truth that will get
audience past the particulars of my skin color, my accent, or my clothes.
Jonce wiote a poem in which I called all Latinas “God’s brown daugh-
{#This poem is really a prayer of sorts, offered upward, but also, through
+to-human channel of art, outward. Its a prayer for communication
respect. In it, Latin women pray “in Spanish to an Anglo God/with a
mﬁf they are “fervently hoping/that if not omnipotent, /at

COMPREHENSION

thethesis o the essay?
Cofes mean by the expression “cultural schizophrenia” (paragraph 3)?
m izophrenia” (paragraph 3)
 ollowing words: coveted (paragraph 1), Anglo (paragraph 4), coalesced
5), maclisno (paragraph 7), and entrees (paragraph 13).

RHETORIC

in her discussion of stereotyping. How does this affect
for this essay? What aspects of the wriing led you to

firstperson, which tends to reveal ‘s
. which tends to reveal a ot about the writer's
1v€s come to mind when you think of the writer’s singular
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Y in the following senence rom paragraph 7
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