Virginia and Maryland: The Beginnings of English America

4. A Blank Servant Indenture Form, 1635
The forme of binding a fervane,

T his Indenture ,,,, 5, dey of

inthe
Jyeere of our Severaigne Lord King Charles, ¢c.
ecweene of the ene
party, and on the

other parsy, Witne(leth, thet she faid

doch hereby covenans promife and
grant,to andwith the faid
his Executors and Affignes | to ferve him from
she day of the dase bereof | vmtill his firft and
next arrival in Maryland; and after for and
during the tearme of yeeres, in fuch
Tervice and imployment, as he she Jaid

or his afSignes fball there ims.

Ploy him, according 1o the cuftome of the Countrey
in the like kind, In confiddration mhereof, the faid
doth promife

andgrant | to and with the faid
< £0 pay for his pafiing , andeo

find bim mith Meae, Drinke, Appareld and Lodg-

ing, withother nece/faries during the [aid terme,

and at the end of the [a;d terme, ¢0 give him one

whole yeeres provifion of Corne , and fifty acresof

Land, according to the order of the countrey. In

witne[fe wheveofthe faid

kash hereunto put his hand and feale, the day and

yeere above wrivten,

Scaled and delivered in
the prefence of H

The ufuall terme of binding a fervant, is for
five yeers; but for any artificer,or one that (hal|
deferve more then ordinary, the Adventurer
fhalldoewell to fhorten that time, and adde
chcouragements of another nature (as he fhall
fec caufe) catber then to want fuch ufeful] men,

Blank indenture form i
53-54.
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