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The pictures on these two pages dramatically show how, as time passed, the Black
Legend grew. The French water color of 1582 above, from the same series as those
on the three preceding pages, depicts an unusually inhuman torture scene on the
island of Hispaniola (present-day Haiti). In 1598, the famous Flemish engraver
Theodore de Bry used these drawings as models to illustrate a Latin edition (far
left above, and opposite page) of Las Casas’ Very Brief Account. 4 close approxi-
mation of De Bry’s engraving appeared in another French edition (center), this
one published in 1620. Nearly three centuries afterward, the legend was still very
much alive—at the service of a new enemy of Spain. The date of the title page
above is 1898, at the height of the Spanish-American War. The New York pub-
lisher translated the 1620 French text and quite obviously, as his caption sug-
gests, had the same torture scene in mind. But his propaganda technique was
subtler: he withheld the plate because, he claimed, it was “too horrible to print.”
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Another De Bry engraving suggests that the Indians retaliated in kind
when they could. Here they mutilate two captured soldiers and force mol-
ten gold down the throat of a third, crying, “Eat, eat gold, Christian!”
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During Spain’s colonial regime, as in the bloody years of conquest, the conflict
belween ideals and reality continued. The rare pictures on these two pages,
details from a manuscript probably prepared by Mexican Indians in 1565, are
uniquely valuable because they show this conflict from the inside. The manu-
script originated during a residencia, the investigation conducied wupon the death
or retirement of a viceroy so that the King could assure himself that his legates
were not only loyal and honest, but also that they were notl mistreating the
natives under their care. The official whose administration was under scrutiny
here was Luis de Velasco, second Viceroy of New Spain, who had died in office
the year before. He was evidently a humane man: he had freed 150,000 male
Indian slaves. Above he is seen appointing Indians to minor posts as justices
and constables; he is discoursing with one of them in the picture below. Even
under such an administration, however, injustices could take place, and the vic-
tims were allowed to state their gricvances. The Indian drawings on the oppo-
site page show Dr, Vasco de Puga of the royal audiencia—a court which also
exercised administrative functions—misappropriating the services of native con-
stables and punishing them severely for minor infractions. The two unfortunates
at top left were dilatory in bringing a wel nurse lo the palace; the one at right
had refused to deliver fodder for de Puga’s horses. At center both de Puga and
his wife belabor another constable for bringing them inferior fruit. The Indian
at lower left is carrying adobe bricks for a wall around the Spaniard’s vege-
table garden, and those at lower right ave in trouble because the wet nurse,
when she arrived, did not have good milk. It is revealing that—possibly as a
result of Las Casas’ protests—Spain encouraged such complaints from below.
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This is a transcript of a sixteenth-century Franciscan’s manuscript showing his brethren “at work &

the vineyard of the Lord” in Mexico. At top, two priests receive a native king and his wives for baf
tism. Candidates were turned over to a “minister of penances” to be severely punished for such pas
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