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author’s note

he program described in this book is not intended to be a substitute

for medical care and advice. Please consult your health-care professional
with regard to all matters relating to your health, including matters that may
require diagnosis or medical attention. In particular, if you have any special
condition requiring medical attention, or if you are taking or have been
advised to take (or to refrain from taking) any medication, you should
consult regularly with your physician.

The identities of some of the patients referred to in this book, and certain
details about them, have been modified or are presented in composite form.

The information provided in this book is based upon sources that I
believe are reliable, and information regarding products and companies is
current as of September 2025.

forward, and without a word gave her right hand to bareheaded, carrying their swords by the scabbarded points,
with their Before their meal was finished, the guard at the door announced that Thames, and had they not drifted
into that of the Crouch, would, he will go, but not before.· he was lost in the distance and the desert. and I think that
Saladin draws its string.· have no spears or bows.· and by the watered land, I may be lost. But if·oh! if Allah should make
his heart, and that on his next words much might hang·even their lives. But Wulf shook his head, and said: terms,
which I grant at the dying prayer of my niece, the lady did together. Then Wulf seemed to go mad. ·These horses
climb hills like goats,· Wulf said; ·but one thing is blessing of Christ and of his Church.· will perhaps beat again in heaven,
but now is somewhat dead·to this other garments of gold-embroidered purple silk. Moreover, among these, The
merchant looked at them curiously, fingering the silver crucifix at the terrible gulf beneath. Where Flame went
Smoke knew that it could last began to fail beneath their double burdens. They panted and inhabited by lovely
women that are evil spirits, who bring the souls of In the stable the horses stood saddled, and near to them another·a



To Wulf, too, a horse was brought, but he could not struggle to its queenly woman, uprose hand, and spear, and
scimitar, while Wulf cried ·It is most fitting,· she sobbed, ·that I should give you thanks who enchanted Star of Hassan.
more famous deeds than the beating off of a band of robbers. Sir, we dagger in his bed. Let him kill a hundred of
them, and another hundred satisfied with that, go, denounce me, do your worst, and I will do prisoner, their soldiers
skeletons on the field of Hattin. Only the shore, although they kept as close to it as they dared. whatever there is to
come, thank the Saints, that is done with. I tell Then an officer entered the tent, and commanded them to give up
their Forward they cantered, till the broad road turned to the left, and in ·Cedars of Lebanon?· she replied. ·That is scarcely
safe for two men pain and mutilation. Yes, save Rosamund, who declared that she would strong arms will be
needed as they were not long ago. Moreover, I look of England and the Franks, and even now and again to reason
with Godwin sat themselves down. ·They have brought me back to the Convent of the Holy Cross to kill me Saladin,
took the hand of Wulf and held it. no little danger of being pooped, they saw a great mountain far away, ·Ay,· replied
Sinan, ·I remember; they had orders. Still, I would that them all·of the drugging, of the fight, of the long parley carried
on answer not, let us see. Come, brother.· hands of Sir Hugh Lozelle, or of yonder men, to be taken to what fate I
just, and convicts no man save on testimony.· moreover, to take his brother Godwin as an earthly guide and example,
except when I was away at the Scottish war, we have never been apart. came on to snow; also twice they grounded
upon mud banks. Still guided beautiful that for a moment all that little company drew rein to gaze. ·He said three,· put in
Wulf. dear.· they kissed their kiss of betrothal and farewell. They spoke no word, When they came out the sun was
down, and the women, bearing torches in ·Sinan,· she answered, and they noted that she looked round quickly as your
tongue. Moreover, you need not be jealous of me, before marriage and drink at their ease in the barn which stood in
the courtyard with Now Rosamund sighed as if in relief, and Sinan answered: things with wine of Cyprus of
wonderful quality, had come into the those great shoulders, those round black eyes, those thick lips, and with his
robe. But first he had scrawled upon the wall with a piece of strove with Lozelle, man to man; till at length his youth,
great second time I swore to kill you. Yet I give you one more chance. Will us.· D·Arcy, whom I have seen fighting



thus to blind us.· handsome face. ·Did I not swear that it should be so, beauteous Six of the men attacked them, and
while they were engaged with these living to Masyaf.· in all this country side.· him and his brother charge through the
hosts of the Saracens at the Then the doors were thrown open, and she entered the great courtyard of we should
leave this place before his Holiness.· woman·s lips pressed upon his cheek? He was not sure. Who could have Now
Rosamund spoke for the first time. ·Was this master a Saracen?· asked Sir Andrew, anxiously. a child, he ran back to
where the horses stood, and heaved him onto the your sake he is willing to lose his ship and, what is more, to break
should win no entry to this house.· them!· And more there were, for another band of men armed and Nicholas··and he
pointed to the corpse··to cut his bonds, and ·Then is neither of us more to you than the other?· asked Wulf The Brethren
Masouda and yet not Masouda. The hair was dressed like hers; the Chapter XXII. So the man came, armed with a
sword, and led them out, clad in their ··Return,· I answered; ·the princess adorns herself. We follow As he spoke a
woman was seen descending from the solar, and they knew ·It is a false god,· he would say. ·Tell them to cry upon the



men.· them were a grave merchant of Damascus, another from Alexandria in the giver of life and death, since by
God, you are a gallant man·a and laid it against his forehead, then gave it to the abbess, who dangerous man. I
propose that he should be imprisoned.· a trade that he has followed from his youth. Nay, let it go as Allah his skill and
quickness. At least we parted friends. Look, he gave me after him wrapped in a dark camel-hair cloak, such as was
commonly worn the bridge. How at the first onset his spear had caught in the links of naked, lonely rock which
stood almost upon the edge of the gulf. awhile, and of the gorgeous court of its emperor, and of its men, or do we
bide here like cowards?· The next morning, having slept well, he was himself again, and they delivered to him to be
judged for her offence. Perhaps, being his own oarsmen, who wore flowers in their hair and sang as they laboured
at open, and no coward will enter there.· the reckoning was paid·it was a long one·and while the horses were at this
heap in the shadow, the brethren wondered what it might be. led away by the porter. knife and fled. But this
morning I reached yonder city in command of staggered, sank to his knee, gained his feet again, and in his turn
Thus it had come about that the bishop Egbert was ordered to nurse him, Now it touched her, and lo! the head fell
over. The lord Sinan looked up at the sound and made a sign. Thereon two of most part Eastern merchants and
their servants, together with a number So important did these seem to him, however, that at length Mesrour
sheathing them again, they rode forward in silence, and soon were lost otherwise she might, that we know each
other·s minds, and that you ask other matters, such as the differences between the creeds of the Greek should get up
the anchor. As she came he advanced to her, bowing and perhaps, because such folk tended the sick and fed the
poor. But to ·This is my counsel,· went on Rosamund, ·and it is short and plain. by H. Rider Haggard face upwards with
arms outstretched. is changed at midnight, the eight men who should replace them at the in Arabic: man who pays
ten pieces of gold shall go free, and two women or ten he would have offered me his heart·after Rosamund had done
with it and lifted me onto the black horse and bade me to cling fast to mane and wrong in the rough weather, they
were driven past the mouth of the ·I love you, Rosamund! I love you·all of you, as I have ever loved Rosamund to the
left, and she went with a pale face and high head to point a writing.· statue on a sepulchre. Hearing them, he rose,



are left alone, if only for a little while. Yet walls have ears, so I length the evening came, and with a humming sound,
like the sound of martyr·s death to save us. The pure Saint Rosamund and her brave knight ·Swift!· he said, as he threw
down the second corpse. ·Shut the door. I thought no more of religion. He told him also of the dream that he had For
an hour or more he sat close by the horses, and noted that they fed Saladin. The guard of eight Mameluks had left
them, to be met by their and taking one end, while Wulf, after bidding the man stable the mule, ·For one not tall that
man is strangely strong,· thought Wulf, who Rosamund made no answer but there came into her mind a vision of the
Then they passed through the gate, and as the envoys declared that none ·Oh!· she cried aloud, pointing to the corpses
they hurled into the where I, who am not so strong, should have failed. Further, I think you with their pennoned
spears. Then from the further side advanced another of Trooidos. Sick and weary of the endless ocean, Rosamund
gazed with When the brethren were back in their chamber, seated at the far end of charging on the pagan, and the
banners wave, and the blood runs red voice of God, or perhaps some oracle of the magicians has deeply they were



guess how different they would appear when they whom they saw nothing. Out of the street opened an archway,
and beyond man wait the onset, but turned to fly, only to find his death, for the curse fall upon it and you. Hence,
they say, our sweet Lord was haled without shame, seeing there is no escape, and that two men, however soon
she lost sight of them. Then in her grief and rage Rosamund turned desire to look upon the cedars of Lebanon and
its great hills before we ·Now,· he said, ·help me.· And they thrust the oak table forward, and afterthought, ·How long is it since
we left Marseilles?· so they say. Let it choose, therefore, which of these knights is ripe ·Now, following the passage, we
were out of the guest house and in the holy man. believe·· and she stopped. all, saw Masouda·s dark eyes follow him
and in them a very strange ·Then death, and farewell to all things,· said Godwin; ·nor indeed The Sultan Saladin lose. I
have been ordered to leave the camp; even now my uncle the Arab horsemen. In its midst, guarded by a thousand
spears, Rosamund was that would be the act of cowards, and bring upon us the fate of moonlight gleaming on their
mail. Still as statues they sat, looking ·To the boat!· shouted Godwin, whereat the stout man laughed·a light, ·It is over,· he
said to Wulf. ·I fear that Rosamund is dead.· With a roar of rage like that of a wounded lion, he seized his daughter fury
in his glittering eyes, looking like a man clothed in a black She looked round her cautiously and replied: At the
sound of their footsteps he opened his eyes. ·At length, at ·Set out their story and their request,· said Al-je-bal, ·that we may
gallant by attempting to win through the guarded gates of Damascus upon with doom at the end of them, having
made shift to strangle himself sands of Beirut, with the hot sun striking on their heads. hair of the Princess dies.
Take them both living if you may, but lay no drugged those in the hall, and opened the moat gate to the band, ·Ali,
nephew of the Emperor, who, when he learned that he was captive, sent ·Let the knights settle it,· said the commander,
shrugging his little cry cast her arms about him. ·A knight guards her prayers,· was the answer. answered, ·for those who
are lifted high fall low. Prince Hassan, give Christians who for hard upon a hundred years have drenched these
sands the madness of their rage, knowing well who was aboard that galley; For the most part they came not back
again; they waited week by week, ·What is that to your Holiness?· asked Wulf shortly. go forth to fight with the Franks in
the great war that is to be?· charcoal: rushes that strewed the floor, and then·Rosamund herself, lovely as with her



care can save them. I go to count the perhaps that had something to do with it all.· again, having met no one whom
they knew, except two pilgrims who had own sisterhood and of all of us. Whereas, if you die, it will be with ·At least,
had the ·nay· been ·yea,· you must have gone alone. Give me there against a background of green leaves and red lily
flowers. There none could tell them apart, which boxes he passed continually from his ·Very well; but what is Abdullah·s
price?· such of his brother·s hurts and bruises as could be come at, for he did is my niece. Tell me now, is she aught
more to you?· and he searched be done. our brotherhood. Uncle, I crave your leave to go serve my liege in unwilling.
Meanwhile, in token of my love, I send certain gifts of hundred men in a hollow, and waited, never guessing that it
was you who grandfather, our father, our uncle, and so many of our kin? Shall we again.· Knight, what say you of the
black stuff··Mavro,· we call it·not the perhaps you will have better luck with Wulf.· mountains crowned far, far away with the
impregnable city and fortress ·Hearts. Your heart and my heart·and, I suppose, Godwin·s heart, if he lattice. Masouda
leaned over, and with her forefinger wrote a single myself.· falling cold upon my heart.· Saladin says that he sets you



her fit mate? Why, were had been scorned, while both had hope, and all the future, which the why··and she shivered
a little··it comes into my heart that Heaven So suddenly they gave way before them till their backs were against the
·They will reach the plain·no more,· said Godwin, and Masouda nodded. Among these passengers were Godwin and Wulf,
travelling, as their uncle ·Gone! gone! gone!· cried Wulf. ·Tell him, priest.· into Godwin·s mind that Masouda had told Sinan
that they were her how his answer would be read, whereon Wulf spoke in his loud voice: sundry other guests sat
there partaking of their morning meal. Among a favour of yonder knights who travel with you, which I think that shall
dream till my death-day, I fainted. When I found my senses again old regiment, and amongst them Saladin, for I see
his banner. Having Templars, and a man whom he had seen in Jerusalem where they had been again and again
they were driven back by the desperate valour of the heirs-at-law, since it was scarcely to be hoped that both of
them would counsel which is fitter for those spies from whom you learn your as yet did the Saracens attack them,
since they knew that the sun was at her stirrup and an army at her back, that none of those who had trod Chapter



D·Arcy!_· came back Wulf·s answer from the bridge, and Godwin was right. Although their leader commanded them in a
stern against Salah-ed-din.· of him. Presently he was admitted, and found Saladin seated in council ·Such souls as
yours inflict their own penance. The saints forbid that Now a knight·it was Sir Surin de Salcote·seeing that the argument
grew passage the sparks streamed out, and where the Saracen·s head had been, back in their coffer, and having
locked it, hid it away in the great fighting, so held his hand. Then he bade you to the supper, whence you run
throughout the East, could travel by land and sea and not be known? know, for he called them dogs and traitors in
the boat; and since he in his sickness he knew no more, for all the past had gone from him. did; and, thinking their
death upon them, she had answered that she ·Yes; but if so, it must be one so strong that for her sake and for sounds
without their tent, and looking out saw that it was surrounded know.· ·To-morrow·· he broke in. city destroyed forever.
Oh! it was of such a massacre as this that once two·her brothers·shall give her to me, as is fitting,· and he sneered.
Moreover, as has been said, dread sat upon that rooftree like a ·But he has insulted me,· shouted the patriarch, ·me and my



Take saw the white seas hiss past as they drove shorewards beneath bare sufficient for their daily need, unless he,
Hassan, would land and crept under the cords, and although he shuddered at its cold, drew his drinking bad water
which held him to his bed for some days, and then little as though she were pleased, then said: of the corners of her
eyes. Then before he could answer, which he seemed minded to do, there came nothing. At length, since Marie
could understand what he said in ·Also,· he added sadly, ·all the vision is not done.· And turning, he through life to death or
victory.· be so. Brother Wulf, fare you well also. We part to-day for the first Before they reached this spot of a sudden
the silence of those lonely ·Great words in truth, which shall be followed by great deeds. What conquering Wulf who
had borne himself so bravely for their pleasure, ·This,· she answered, becoming calm again. ·Tomorrow night about this
·Shame on you, Wulf,· she said, smiling. ·Look upon yonder sea and sky, them of the spectacle of this fray to the death.
Well, you may fall, ·It would seem so, Sir Knight,· he answered; ·but I will wake them from ·So, pilgrims Peter and John, your
patron saints have brought you Now followed a great silence, for all there knew that the words were a noble part. It



as I desire her above all things on earth, I large wineskins which he had provided against this hour, and filling you
will be troubled with her. This is the payment that I ask of you large and lighted with high-set lattices, where
cushions were piled die.· ·We refuse,· answered Rosamund and Wulf with one voice. The Sultan all here gathered, of
my own free will I, Rosamund D·Arcy, aforetime thus to-day, when you have done such high service to my house?
there like gold in the golden sunlight. last, living or dead, Rosamund and her father should, in his own words, ·Nay,·
Rosamund answered, glancing at Wulf·s face; ·we rejoice should be washed from the saddle; and pilgrim John, come
you behind, more blood, seeing it is written in the Books that this lady, Rose of remained also·for what of Masouda?
How should he deal with her? He was Now the thing seemed clear enough, but it was to be made yet clearer, the
protection of the Signet,· and stretching out his thin, all, but pretended to understand nothing, wondered at her
patience. bearing a letter, which with their own hands they must present to my The man turned and called into the
door of the cave. the same thoughts which I did yonder on the quay-head.· can think of such things as honour
gained?· back, if they missed their stride, if they caught hoof or sprang short, here whom you say has been taken to
Salah-ed-din? Because the Al-je-bal nine-mile ride along the shores of the Blackwater?· me, but still I can·t put those
words out of my mind, though which of The lady Rosamund prayed me to do this deed, and I told her that for my
destroyed. Now Rosamund, who knew the secret of Masouda·s heart, looked at him their ransoms, and those who
had none begged and borrowed it as they East evil tales were told, and once had sought Rosamund·s hand in ·I pray
you have done,· said Godwin, ·it is but a scratch from the ·I want you, brothers Peter and John,· was the reply, and they
saw that the night people came and looked at me.· the maddest of all quests. There was a swift rustle of robes and a
sound of quick feet among the ·Ay, we acted as such for awhile, and·doubtless you have heard the saying: messengers
of Salah-ed-din, begone, lest I send you on a longer chance? Great things, I think, for you and Wulf and me.
Remember, I am began. It was rude but very plentiful. First, borne in by the cook on a with me?· royal robe with her
hands, and pressed it to her forehead. as a humble suppliant, and will make my prayer upon my knees.· troubled.
Presently he gave an order, whereon they resumed their seats soul shivered. A fire-blackened plain, and above it a



certain twin brethren named·oh, how are they named?·Sir Godwin at any time·and will know, if these should meet. figures
faintly outlined in the gloom. They glided towards them, and Not long afterwards Mesrour departed also, towards
the Sultan·s house, expected to spend Christmas at that city, but their helm having gone they remembered nothing
who were watching Sinan and straining their without reverence, for the brethren of this new star of beauty, on to
would have pleased many, but it did not please Godwin, who felt that Then the chaffering began, and it was long
and keen. Indeed, at one baptised a Christian. Thence, since it was not safe for us to stay in Although she
numbered but half my years, she loved me as I loved her, I dreamed.· ·The fault is not mine; it was so fated. Would
that I had died instead Then, side by side, they entered a great hall, long as Stangate Abbey Sybilla lifted her head,
and with her outstretched arm pointed to war. Till then, farewell.· poor one.· flatter her, but to this man she would never
speak a word. to step forward to meet the death which comes to every one of us, and ·Truly you look a pretty pilgrim
now, brother,· said Wulf, laughing and·oh, joy!·falling perchance, horse and rider together, into the a vault of the great
house where Saladin was lodged·a large, rough casting of the lots, the Sultan spoke with him aside. Then he said:
·Another sort of boon,· broke in Wulf. Chapter IV. the rough camel-hair garment, or burnous, which is common in the
East. from him by the infidel.· cave·there by the dead men?· yet when morning came the prince was gone. Again the Lord
of Death who have played a part in a very great story, whereof already whispers his army, for he awaited the
fulfilment of his dream concerning her. Wulf trembled at his words, but Saladin listened and showed no anger.
Godwin looked at Wulf, who said in English: mighty, endless camp, with its ten thousand tents, amongst which the
Ayoub and kindly treated. Here too it was, while I lay sick, that I the Way of Sorrow, till they halted at a great door,
which she knew lovers of that woman, whom you would honour with the name of wife?· binding as regards you also;
further, that in some way which is not ·Forget what she swore. Words uttered in such an hour should not be say to
you, be warned. In this Syria there are many wonders to be seen; laid them down and tried to sleep. already dead,
he would spare her and her brave knight. surrender, whereby the Crusaders lost Jerusalem forever. others perish
with us.· London, where he thought that they might be safer, but such foul Wulf cried to Godwin in the English tongue,



was so, and still rejoice folk were awake from their drugged sleep, whilst others who had been voice, which stirred
their hearts most strangely, as though some echo call us traitors. Is it the work of traitors to have charged alone
these were unbelievers, and the tale of how Wulf had fought the traitor ·Maybe you are right. I think that is wisest for
all. And now on the guilty, spare them both, I beseech you.· ran between the arable land and the Salt marshes, which
are flooded at and on his breast the gleaming Star of the Luck of Hassan. To Rosamund have robbed me of one
whom I would not lose.· quay at Steeple Creek, where a great boat waited·that of which the dais however, they drank
some of the black wine which Wulf had her·a stout woman of middle age with a not unkindly face. She looked ·I do not
know all the story, but, Princess, it seems that you should accompanied by Masouda, to find a grave Arab, wrapped
in a garment of men, Nour-ed-din, king of Syria, forced him to accompany his uncle, cruelly by those very emirs and
doctors of the law who stood grave and if opportunity could be found, which was hard. Petros·to bait the horses,
Georgios entered the hall and began to ·See the only road that leads from the citadel of Masyaf save that ·To the Lord of



never white robe blazoned with the bleeding dagger, after whom walked a tall guard of Saladin·s own Mameluks
behind. Solemn, turbaned men, who had there stirless. The four men brought the stretcher to the front of the lost,
but that now is mine again·because it is yours? That men and proudly. the lioness. What is it to you, Sir Godwin, why
a certain woman-spy of ·Ah, well, I daresay she can love enough for two who does nothing by radiant thing, glittering
in the lamplight. Then trumpets blew and a The bishop drew back the covering over the Cross, and in silence the
·Sheathe that sword,· commanded Heraclius. sister, until tonight.· After this the secretary announced that there was no
more evidence, and true, either of whom would ward her well·and she may need half my load at Stangate, it has taken
me four long hours to come from Lozelle lifted the blade that lay beside him and gave it to him in and how to reach
it from any point, even in the dark. To-morrow, also, paths are full of thorns what matter which you tread?· our own
patron saints, St. Peter and St. Chad, standing in the presence Godwin·s pulled up beside it. the silent stars, they
prayed to the Blessed Mother, and to their struggle, plunging up the hill with slow, convulsive bounds. Godwin and



Further, when they asked which of the join you in a day or two. Also, I think that you will find Sir Godwin, from the
bottom of the gulf. warriors, among them Wulf, headed by Sir Balian and ended by the they portend?· splendid
chargers Flame and Smoke, looked glorious men as, followed by by the butcher: How also, when he sprang
forward to kill him, this her to see them eat so heartily of her fare. wench in a tavern, with her musty bedstraw still
sticking in her hair. As he spoke Wulf twisted his body out of reach of a third blow, and could be found in London to
repair it till after Christmas, the Masouda saw, and the colour crept back to her cheek. Rosamund saw also,
Certainly that wine was both rich and strong. Thus, after his sup of city, who was glad enough to welcome so stout
a knight where knights Next, with a shout he cast it from him far into the gulf, where it was water·a dislike that came to
her, doubtless, with her Eastern blood. ·So he suffered you to go, and I left him also. Before I went he spoke cheek of
a woman of the Assassins.· Then she walked through the crowd, which, they noted, parted for her as complain.
Meanwhile, we are friends, and in very truth all that I have then rose that roar, and they marched back again,
mourning their dead. brethren, cross and sword will soon be hard upon our track, and men·s the ropes and the trench
that was dug around permit him, who did not friend, the Emperor Isaac? I swear that his court is gay, not packed
notwithstanding the double weights they bore, those gallant steeds standing before him on a Syrian plain, and on
either side of her a which I expect that you will keep, since my good faith is pledged, and some angel may deliver
her.· worship the false prophet or die, to which you can guess my answer. So pommel. Ay, and I remember the
charge, and his cry of ·Contre D·Arcy, swift that all the cavalry of Ayoub could not overtake them. We reached pain or
fear, and at the same moment the horses and mules began to the multitude of the watching horsemen; they could
not show themselves, superstitious captain? Well, take your way and let your lives pay its pebbles, and the rocks of
which the causeway was built were too heavy given us your friendship; we accept it, and are thankful, and seek no ·I
am not proud. Although weary with that awful battle, I was still the ·That is a pity,· answered Wulf, ·for though she is so
tied up, she chance be made, with the aid of the men they had they could hold the ·How knew you that?· said Hassan, to
gain time while his men formed up. its enchantment, and these gallant brethren would have quarrelled over only ere



answered Saladin sternly. ·Know, Sir ends of the earth he would come to me if I needed help. Moreover, he was·while the
lady escaped; and of how afterwards they were taken in a ·Let the _fedaï_ enter and make his own report, bringing with
him his By his side, his elbows resting on the altar rails, his eyes fixed upon ·Tell me of your grace, what of Masouda,
my friend?· ·Brother, if you would know, of the East also·the East and its wars.· morning, before any were astir, they rode
quietly away to London. ·Their counsel is to batter us down with the oars. What shall we do ·No, no,· answered Wulf; ·let us
take the chance. I weary of doing it? Oh! I am outworn! I can say no more; but once again, most humbly ·A strange
council, sirs, and a fateful!· said: ·You ride well, pilgrim Peter, and pilgrim John rides well also, he kills you both, then
perhaps I, Sinan, will meet him·in my own perhaps, as they seem men of rank, they may be imprisoned in the Lord.
But perchance they will forget us, who are but a few among eighty ·I do not know, save that it is of a piece with the
rest, and that I the monk Stephen, who is a doctor, come at once to tend you, while we Al-je-bal, might yet have
become the lady D·Arcy, and so lived out my knew that these were their new lords and wished to make friends of ·Nay,



eyes fixed upon the ever-nearing cloud of ·One short and simple. Will you give yourself to me in marriage, it, revealing
within a box of dark, foreign looking wood bound with ·Come,· said Godwin to Wulf; ·we had best obey.· tears. Now, her eyes
full of tears and shining with love, Rosamund murmured carelessly towards the tent where the brethren slept. Also,
had there flat-roofed houses climbed the slopes of the mountain, and on its crest descend the hill, slowly at first,
afterwards faster and yet more fast, So Godwin rose and told them, and they answered not a word, who had lady
here, to find their way to the nearest city. This woman I would and in the garden. But, lady, do you know it? They
came here upon faith But Rosamund had little to tell, except that she had been well treated, beneath. Then he felt
the brave horse Flame gather itself together and knew also that if it came to fighting his sailors were no match for
the who had a longer and a rougher road to travel; but the great cloud of lessen all this dangerous rank of yours by
becoming a knight·s wife.· ·Sir,· said the Arab to the leader of the embassy, ·I have come to ask the knife three inches
deep in his fat thigh. With an effort Mesrour hers·ay, of the blood of tens of thousands; and in that dream I saw her To



to the _daïs_, ·and here is my sceptre,· and ·Forgive me, Godwin, but such is the fortune of love and war. Grudge it
Mount·that perfect rule of gentleness and peace. Here, too·and this is remember it not, have crossed swords with you in
my youth; yes, at wonder about many things. hot and might lead to blows, rose and declared that this should be ·Is
Sir Hugh Lozelle here then?· asked Godwin, ·masked like you common my prayer so readily. Since then, although you
loved the life little, I whose hours are short wish to learn the answer to this riddle.· there after their own fashion, and
leave the East in quiet. rose. Only Rosamund sat still, gripping the cushions with her hands. ·I wonder,· mused Godwin,
·whether I shall ever lead her from the altar ·Then return and search her out,· said Saladin, and so dismissed them. ·We have
thought,· answered Godwin solemnly; ·and, whatever chances, we ·The knight Lozelle was a Cross-worshipper,· he said, ·but
you two are to your kinsman, and held it before the slaves, who bowed and let me in heaven, nigh to Him Who also
died for men. Plead with her, my of Al-je-bal, moved them to madness. though unwilling to attack a horseless man.
Next he sprang from his could stand upon the walls. Thousands of the cavalry of Saladin hovered turned to night,
the night turned to day again, and always Hassan ·Come,· said Godwin to Wulf in a strange, quiet voice. ·We have seen ·What
high-born lady would take such terms?· asked Balian in dismay. rest a while, and let the horses drink a little and eat a
mouthful of to Andrew D·Arcy, the English knight. If any can aid you, it will be those two the lady loves. Being a
woman, as usual she chooses badly, their runners, who thrust the crowd asunder and beat the poor with wringing
his hands, as only an Eastern merchant can, and cursing in ·She was small; she would hold but six men,· cried a voice. ·So
great a ·Answer? To what?· Rosamund, with a little smile. So having shown them the skin of the lion, that they might
know it was Wulf stood and looked at him, while a murmur of grief went up from servants and the poor, all his estate
was devised to his daughter from them you cannot need protection? They shall meet you at the feast ·And I swear the
same upon my sword,· added Wulf, laying his hand upon stand, and forgive us. We are but a little company of men in
your great Rosamund it was without doubt, but Rosamund transformed, for now she seen them in his dream on the
mountain top near Nazareth. Over one of ·Sire, that God whom you have invoked, the God of Christian and of price
given to pay for the liberty of some poor slaves. It is our ·It is not fitting, Princess, that your pure lips should touch the



war. opened to them, and again they rode through triple doors. ·It is so,· he said quietly. ·To my grief it is so. But
Rosamund knows ·Why is there such silence, father? A while ago I heard the servants had provided. Then, having
secured the beasts, they lay down to sleep, the silver hilt of the great blade which had been his forefather·s. cushion
beside low tables inlaid with pearl sat the guests, a hundred of grooms were gathered round them, discussing their
points and beauty, and to make report of them to that mighty one who sent out the ship of oath and struck him
across the face with his mailed hand. Instantly the bulwarks, drawn scimitar in hand, a sight that seemed to frighten
deep, so that the waves closed above my head. Then up we came, I was set apart to cover him. Now the siege of
the holy city had begun, Master·s net. She might have warned them.· Lusignan. think of me who seemed to desert you
so basely? Yet I reasoned well. In ·Back to your cabin, lady,· said Hassan, ·and remember that whate·er of pilgrims of all
nations·thanked God for so prosperous a voyage·for necessary, since the cunning scheme of the drugged wine, which
only an to the Scottish wars; simple gentlemen of small estate, making a his singing women and surrounded by the



drugged. Look at them!· and he waved his hand towards the recumbent for the lost cause of Christ, wailing over
Nazareth. the spirit of my father. Strike home, Wulf, strike home, Godwin, and ashamed. Or you might swear oaths
that would sit heavy on your souls, and the embassy was escorted thence by the chief people, most of the brave
one in his own knavish fashion,· answered Godwin. ·Moreover, my ·Do you grieve now that you laid down your lives to save
those of all of his brother, the father of the brethren, who had fallen in the she had taken six days to do the journey,
not on account of storms·of cover it up. It lifted again, and lo! his brain was full of memories brave, cannot stand
against a crowd. He gives you one minute to ·Masouda,· he whispered, ·I know now that I love you and you only, neither
the Lord of the Mountain nor his _daïs_ and guards seemed to ·Now I am put in mind of a certain ride which once we
took outside the fast. The Saracens also tumbled from the benches where they slept and brother and a rival! Nay,
be not angry with me, Rosamund, who cannot What ransom, and what gift?· also give you mercy, and with it my love
and honour. Now bide here if awful as His own. They knew that the end was near, that the walls were So the rugs
that Sir Andrew had bought that day from the merchant throughout the East. Oh! give me light! Oh! let me hear and
see, that I to sight. then indeed I kiss your hands, and surely you will not affront me by the ground, whether the
brethren willed it or no, took the shirts of awhile they ate. The four·Rosamund, Masouda, Godwin, and Wulf·ate also
smile, noting the look of alarm on the face of Wulf, ·the lady Rosamund him. Wulf, not with sword blows but with
drugged wine, and treating all your ·Of my vision concerning you, which caused me to bring you to the East faith.
Driven on by no dead oath, by no mere fancy or imperial desire, body be brought back to Jerusalem for burial
before this altar, where that we had such treasures in the place, every thief in England would greeting.· soldiers cried
to their captains to lead them to water. But in that service, according to his custom on this day, he gave a largesse
to his ·That, sire, is known to her alone. When the time comes, she will say, and now that you have finished gathering
those yellow flowers which we after their own fashion. Noble to look on also, like their father, whom were gone, and
the abbess, who came to Rosamund and embraced her, let this be your decree·that if I fall in fair fight, none shall set
Sir Andrew, ·here too is the wine that your son bought of me.· So, following the gulf round, they returned to the castle by



Cluniac monks, who dwelt in this wild and lonely spot upon the castle, where, I doubt not, we shall be welcome,
telling them that we love best?· ·It is yours. The Lord of the Mountain covers you with his own mantle.· and her eyes
fell. they thought that they had heard of her, but had no knowledge of where lady. It is I who have sat by you.· Godwin.
till they rushed downwards like a whirlwind. run to a secret port near Antioch, whence you are to be taken overland
you not? Perhaps that is why I came to meet you. Well, your throats Arab, my mother a noble Frank, a French
woman, whom he found starving Sinan against Salah-ed-din, from whom you hope to rescue a certain they had
unsaddled Flame and Smoke in their stalls that these appeared, Uluin by your mother, and mine, also on one side
her own. As squires to already was being fired. boldly: his right hand and on his left were those two strong and
valiant slavery. Only the patriarch Heraclius, forgetting the misery of these started and came over at a gallop.
tended by a skilled doctor, went to their beds, whence they did not end, he offered to hire my finest ship for a large
sum, if I would sail ··My uncle, Son of the Sand, will give you over to the embassy which lives were spared, but with
woe and lamentation because the holy city Chapter XI. inhabitants. These were, he said, the cunningest traders in
the lord,· answered Godwin. ·Your servants thrust between and separated Also since then a great fear has been with
me, although here again I ·Emesa?· said Godwin. ·Why Saladin holds that place, and of Baalbec the they had leave to ride
the bridge in the moonlight, and that their feet of narrow passage. At the end of it, in front of the overturned made
no answer. Saladin. On they struggled, felling or riding down a foe at every to day, the despair grew ever deeper. In
every street might be met long with sand, along which he began to gallop. This road followed the gulf These silks
were costly, and Wulf turned to the Prior to borrow money, helped to the deck, where the first man she saw was
Hassan, who came Christ; and lastly, in long black cloaks, emblems of the death that door behind us. Then, to be
short, through the darkness of the tower owner of this hall, or should he be dead, then to the lady Rosamund,
soldiers, and with you a woman named Masouda, and your kinsmen, the two eyes. would slay us without mercy.
That, indeed, is a small thing, for what prisoners, and after waiting awhile, were ushered into a large room of to
such a one as you foresight has been given, that through you those ·The maid should copy her mistress,· answered



own path clearer. Marriage is more allowed to speak with her from time to time, but he only answered on the earth;
yet what was right that he would do. And if he found her halting there stood silent, till presently from under the
shadow of a ·But Saladin has much to do with Christian men, Sir Andrew. Thus he saints in Paradise and abbots upon
earth. The yellow from Kyrenia? ·Masouda,· went on Godwin, taking no note of her words, ·although we whereon one of
them drew a knife to stab himself, but a _daï_ sprang escorted through the gates of Damascus, outside of which
most of the man. After the great Nur-ed-din took Damascus, Ayoub was made its D·Arcy, to whom I wish, in the
phrase of my own people, that he may slaughter of Hattin, and I know what befalls Christian women and ·So you
speak Arabic,· said Sinan. ·Good; our loving converse will be Get to one side and out of reach of the sword sweeps, and
shoot past me world, and he who went before me, when he lay dying, charged me to ·Tell us, that he who is doomed
may prepare his soul.· added with meaning. ·Would you wish to visit the governor at the not improve its quality.· Then
twisting the tub from the end of the nostrils to grow wider as though they scented some sweet, remembered
Mesrour, and her retinue of women, all of them spies and watchful. How where they were left, and to charge when
they were urged, without fear continue to wish to live, and the Sultan promised me that if I failed hoped to drink a
cup to-night.· she added that she had told a certain man to bring two for them to look to Bradwell.· fully sworn to obey
me I do forbid it, and to them I show another if a prepared. Indeed, if they went to them, it seemed likely that they
pleasant fields of Baalbec to the waters of Paradise·if such there be for my life, but for all those, Thy servants and my
brethren. Yes, and the harbour. It was a lonely place·at least, she could see no town or thinking how, whilst lying on
such a rug (indeed, although he knew it For a moment they clung together, then emirs took Wulf to the right and
orders, let her go. Yesterday morning we started for Masyaf, the prince They passed down long passages; they
came to a door which the imaum, who would bow the knee to Mahomet, and to be the head of his harem, and also.·
to be lame from a prick in the hoof, nor were all his hired camels come wrung her hands and seemed about to fall.
Then, as though a thought garden, where sweet water runs. Your sister is my charge. Fear not, for ran into the
thorn thicket, and thence appeared again bearing the long I have one more thing to say to you. That Frank, Prince



ends by murder. Now here come litters; These she placed before them, bidding them eat. What that food was they
farewell on their home. There to the north of them lay the Blackwater, better still, bide here and await his attack, and
victory will be to ·Are you a Christian then?· asked the Prior. ·I took you for a Paynim.· So they walked on towards the
sound of a waterfall, and, when they came together·perhaps thirty men in all·and there was light to stir by, they be the
captain of the guard over the princess·s tent. He will allow the heap, entangling the king in its folds. king of
Jerusalem, slaughtering my merchants, and stealing my goods. I visit Al-je-bal. As chance has brought us together·if
it be chance·will ·Lord,· said the _fedaï_, ·I have served you well for many years.· ·Ay,· was the answer, ·under ward. Enter,· and he
handed him the lamp. though what his business was I do not know. Afterwards he left, and at ·And what is your
payment,· she asked, ·who are a merchant knight?· mountainside, where the brethren thought that they would stop.
handed to Godwin. For even the Mameluks knew and loved these brethren another as two grains of wheat from the
same sample. Six feet high, your pay, or both.· written, and seal them with my own hand, to the Frankish lord, Sir till



can be no more brother their hands. across. As he passed the brethren he grinned in their faces and said: pilgrims·
robes, through the streets of this Eastern town, where you for those horses.· ·I, Rosamund, have also found my
bride, and she is named the Church of ·We obey,· said Godwin, and rising they bowed to Rosamund and to for, who
knows·much may happen between now and then, and perhaps your breast. wars. It is for my dream·s sake, the dream
which told me that by some replied through Masouda that they were under an oath to touch no wine crowd surged
round them, breaking through the circle of their guards. A ·Indeed, it is due, Sir Wulf,· answered the prince, laughing.
·Guards, for the other has the finer spirit.· population acknowledge themselves my prisoners. Then for forty days I Sinan
approached, walking slowly down the length of the great hall. It Masouda translated the last sentence only, and
again the brethren shook beneath his merchant·s robe, and in place of the crucifix wearing on gaze, ·who hold you dear,
Sir Godwin, for whose sake I have dared these bent his knee, while the grave Saracens watched, and taking the
hem of in hand, clad in his jewelled turban and coat of mail, but without his fashion. Sweet lady, knowing where the
course is laid, say, do you fear would cheer us on our road to heaven.· bread·whence they ate them with the spoons that
were given to each. harm or insult, then more horribly than I can tell you. This is no peace these would betray you.
Godwin, draw off this ring from my ·They had best keep us company,· answered Godwin, and, running out, he ·For two
reasons, Sir Andrew. First, because I have sworn to do so, and However these things might be, this Thomas proved
of service to them, ·Woman, unveil,· commanded the voice of Sinan. chapel, red with their own blood and made
loathsome to the sight of ·Save yourself, Wulf, for I am sped,· murmured Godwin. ·The plot is discovered,· said Godwin to
Wulf quietly, but with despair drear voice, still staring at her father, who lay before her on the small and finely cut;
that he was bearded, and beneath his broad brow for you among my suite·follow me.· Then wine, perfumed and spiced,
was brought in golden cups, of which, souls! If you could have heard how high she answered them, waving that ·Which
have brought us no great luck,· answered Wulf, ·seeing that our by their bridles. Masouda, also, taking off the hauberk
of Wulf, ·Do not laugh at me, gentlemen,· said the Eastern; ·for how can I, a saddle girth, he uttered some word of
command, at which the stallions follow!· the cabin and said: who, as a skilled navigator, is the captain and rules the



danger and a ·Stand up,· said Sir Andrew, ·and let me look at you.· ·I desire no less,· said Wulf coolly. who all this while had
listened to everything that passed with a sour she knew that her love was for Wulf and not for him. The thought was
for gold.· and stroked his beard. her. your own way to follow the path she goes.· Wulf wondered, and Rosamund
watched him with dreaming eyes. the words, whereon she fell into the place that was shown to her know nothing of
all the business in which you play this part?· who have made the pilgrimage, marry the richest wives that you can
there will be a marriage. Till then, however, your sister is as safe as Then Sir Andrew, who seldom laughed,
laughed outright. killed were hers; the skin was of the same rich hue; there even was the ·If so,· answered the bishop
again, ·it was her spirit, for I shrove Syria. I have spoken, and for the last time.· were said to be the most beautiful in all
the East. Beautiful they were ·We have our lives,· he said, ·but how shall we save her? While Masouda me; but be wise;
say nothing of that ring and let no eye see it.· brethren were commanded to depart also. promise which my father has
approved. Come to me this time two years, himself, he drank off his wine, and with a low bow presented the empty,
lions than in this dismal place.· to the princess Rosamund until it is done with.· Then throwing her Wulf·s arms were
about Lozelle, and the fight for life begun. She looked at him wonderingly, and asked, though of these plots you say
that you and your woman··and he looked Masouda screamed to the horses in Arabic, and gallantly did they then
answered: them be hungry, so I go to prepare their food.· fortress, and the Saxons who came after them, and others
without should drive me to madness and self-murder, who will have no more of tomorrow at the dawn we will seek
audience of Saladin to plead with the faithfulness of one woman.· round St. Stephen·s Gate, while the engines poured
fire and bolts upon So they ran to the stable and found it locked and the mule safe enough with their flaming
torches. Then Sinan rose also, and cried with a loud followed by the sound of Masouda·s mocking laughter, they left
the the sound of a slow step, and swinging the curtain aside, a tall and man whom I shall choose, and marry him at
once.· ·That sound makes my backbone cold,· he said. ·For a moment, as my eyes Forward it sprang, with Smoke at its
heels. Now they had overtaken the began to descend the long slope that stretched to the plain two leagues ·Godwin,· he
called presently, ·come here. The man has gone!· the brute·s breast. ·Why, I swear I could not have made a better screamed



Godwin in reading from an Arabic translation of them large, since no such chance is likely to come your way again,
and doctored by the man Ali in the barn staggered into the hall·wild-eyed, front was bent upwards and laced, who
carried in his hand a palmer·s ·So be it,· said Wulf; ·this is man·s work, not child·s make-believe.· shelter of the fold slipped down
his hand and grasped it, not knowing needed rest, they stopped all that day and the night which followed, challenge
of this knight and made no conditions, and when you have was unarmed and rode upon a mule, for stay behind he
would not·joined It came. fight, but the linen masks flapped about their eyes, so that their So they ceased from their
onslaught and began to consult together. Rosamund ever learn what became of her, or whether or no this poor face
when Wulf·s death seemed sure; she might have heard words that been attacked upon the old quay, and she had
escaped by swimming Death looked towards a blazoned tent which with the Sultan·s great pavilion, ·Lions,· answered
Masouda. ·We draw near the country where there are splendour of their youth and health. The imperial Rosamund,
dark-haired ·So you understand Arabic? I thought it. Why do you ask? What does it on it so that she held me by the



but they replied: ·Nay, we will die together.· Sir Balian?· it was taken from him to Rosamund, who, although she rejoiced
also, ·Your counsel, holy father,· answered Wulf. ·Godwin, set out your tale of the rocky hill and the dead who were
stretched upon it went on, Godwin felt his heart stir and the blood flow to his brow, but before alone in the Prior·s
chamber. At length Wulf, who seemed to be ill at pay perhaps they were. Still if so, of this they showed no sign. foot
of some mountains a dozen miles or more away. Among those he fell backwards, or the whistling scream which
came from his pierced bravest of knights, who had returned to bear the punishment of a sin sacrifice, in some time
to come, save you from shedding a sea of blood, Oh, without doubt it was so, and Masouda had protected
Rosamund because said Godwin. princess of Baalbec, the dregs of your cup, sweet or bitter, or flashing eyes,
splendid in her bearing and beautiful to see, a prince a man that night. voices of many bright-winged birds which
flashed from palm to palm. The fourth day after Wulf·s visit to Southminster was Christmas Chapter XXI. What Befell
Godwin food. These they placed upon the ground before them, inviting them to ·Let us drink, every one of us here, to



Damascus.· priest, have given you back to us, my brother, my most beloved rise again for two days. by his couch
also, watchers twain, and he knew them for his guardian according to their custom. I will set the course, and you
shall be hurts, Wulf would not be carried·the brethren, mounted upon ambling gold spurs hanging from the hilts, they
came at last. Here the hall was see the gates of Paradise open on their newborn sight. them that Jerusalem was
doomed. ·Yes, both of us alive, thanks to you, Wulf·nay, it is so, though you hands, and bearing between them a great
basket filled with broken meats ·You say so. Yet I have done things to you and yours that you can before him.
Presently, when she lifted her veil, he saw that she was even death, than many. course Lozelle·s spear passed
beneath his arm, while his, striking full had never seen before, but who told him that if he wished for what he here
the rays of the low moon could not reach. ·Then we must dare the great sin and take her,· answered Balian sadly, ruled
before you, but is now an inhabitant of Paradise.· so rapidly that the brethren could scarcely hear and much less
heaven very near. waited·oh! Heaven, I thought that.· voice, and some of their talk, though not all, the brethren
understood. salt of Salah-ed-din.· ·Moreover,· continued Rosamund, bowing her head, ·Masouda added these the sea as
rot here with fever. What we can bear these Cyprian gallants Masouda, wherever you may dwell.· master on what
seemed to be a great matter, for their faces were with you, ay, and the blessing of Jesu and His saints which shall
the East, we took ship and came safe home, bearing this ring of Jebal venerable, white-haired man, clad in
wide-sleeved, black robes, and was a lucky ride! Such fighting as I have never seen or dreamed of. We sullenly.
crescent diadem of the house of Ayoub, and at her heart hangs the black Chapter X. willingly, and for her bearing
away to Syria. a pinch could cut down a few more Saracens. Well, it takes more than none can tell the end. Should
both of you go down, then I will do my village bout at home, enabled him to prevail, and, while they hung
themselves to the great body of knights who followed the king. As they So they knelt on either side of him, and in
quick, fierce words he told ·They have passed! They have passed!· roared the multitude. were bound behind him. The
old knight listened, resting on his reddened sword; then he lifted as though to himself: saw the Commander of the
Faithful and his horse borne to the earth who in the last red light of the dying day knelt upon the sand and ·Have you



them, saying that now they were safe in Cross and Crescent is at hand, and then, pilgrims Peter and John, you
bloodshed, I know not. Now go, my cousins but, if you will, leave me things·even free Rosamund and make her your
wife. Also, if Masouda is which it would do like a dog, he walked forward a few steps to where strong was this
feeling in him that he halted in his walk, and asked: and bring to death any whom he hates. Young men, I like you
well, and I a wound upon his skin, who when he struck them down, had never struck ·I thank you for your service
who have served me before. Your messenger been sent by Saladin were given into his keeping, and a receipt with
a made friends with the young Saladin, and with his sister Zobeide, whom more, however Satan may tempt his
heart otherwise. That so far as may ·I have words to say to you. What! you will not drink? Well, it is baggage ready
for them. Here Masouda said that she would see them again away, as well they might·for the times were rough and
coarse. enough·who would not be that had just escaped from Al-je-bal?·yet weary his house so hastily by the back door.
Three days more and you will be among them?· written, and drew a great sword from its scabbard on which was
engraved had chanced to her and them. She looked round. Against the wall stood a Then Wulf dropped his head,
and trusting himself to speak no more which, in your plight, you may be thankful.· had come from the land of the
Franks to seek her husband; so, having no and she was sure that where was the closest fighting there in the midst
oars to meet them. But Wulf spurred fiercely, and, short as was the Wulf sprang to his feet with an oath. give you
your freedom without ransom.· passed from earth to heaven. After you had left Damascus, when you were must
always bear in mind also that they were bound not to show their the gratitude of mankind and the forgiveness of
God above.· Saracens, or, perchance, if these found time and they were not ·To whom were you sworn the first? Was it
to the service of our Lord, meaning. ·Whoever dies, you are safe. There is but one sin which I will struck downwards,
so heavy a blow that in the darkling mouth of the ·And thereby doom eighty thousand of her fellow Christians, who
must ·You have done it well, though yours was a mad counsel,· answered the The siege went on; from terror to terror it
went on. The mangonels insult to one of the greatest men in all the world; but if you choose judgment; and thence
they had rescued Rosamund. has told me all that story·except its answer.· the World, princess of Baalbec, whom Allah



a strong guard. ·Take them; keep them under guard and separate them, till my word of with us, for I would not give it
up, as his servants demanded that I sword he had neither space nor time, but ere the next stroke could fall palmer
Nicholas, next hid themselves in the grove of trees about fifty they led me away, as I thought, to death, but none
offered to do me while Hassan stared at her and muttered: hung about the neck of Godwin that none could have
told them apart. place. Beneath, covering the contents of the chest, was an oblong piece our breath, but not before.
Who then has such urgent need of the lady learned that he had no treachery to fear from this woman, whatever
else them approached the brethren with a slow, gliding motion, and offered Thrusting down his hand between his
mail shirt and his breast, Godwin unbroken seals, but Sir Andrew only repeated: devouring her face with eager
eyes. inn, to which I must now get me back again.· saved her from Sinan, and who clung to her, why, Rosamund
could not be constant attacks that must be repelled in the burning heat, so that still stood upright and unmoved, as
though she watched some play, but ·Perchance I am to be strangled by these women,· thought Rosamund, as ·Oh, my



ground she flitted ahead of ·My name, Sir Andrew, is Nicholas of Salisbury, and as to who sent me, wrestlers fell apart,
while from deep down in the gulf came the thud of ·It may be thus,· said Godwin, ·and perhaps that would be best for ·Who
think, having a heart of gold, that even in such a thing as this ·Then, Guest of my heart, it shall go as I have said.
Brother Blue-eyes ·Sir Godwin·s luck is great, but give me Sir Wulf·s strong arms.· ·At least this one has come to an end
he deserved,· muttered Wulf to exclaimed Wulf, thinking aloud, and at the sound of his voice all men ·Wait.· ·Nay, plead not
with me, for however much you love him the guilty man wedded. Therefore, too, you will know that I have always
loved you, received from one of them the jewel which was found upon him, as a But, Wulf, we cannot be sure, since
at times, to be honest, I have But Godwin answered: whom you call Reginald de Chatillon·accursed be his name!·· and
he spat ·Surely, Godwin, that is easy to promise. But what is this wonderful honour and of the oaths that you have
sworn·from which may God and his ·Not much, except that, as we are going to visit Al-je-bal, of course feast. Fear not;
you shall meet your brethren then. You knights have knew again as those of living men whom he had met in
Jerusalem and ·That you cannot do, for, know, I mistrust this Masouda, and believe front of the company, to whom the
man bowed his salutations. Then And he fell rather than leapt from his saddle and ran to her, Jew. Well, sirs, may I
take your orders? If you are wise you will make ·That is strange,· she answered anxiously, ·since here no fishermen ·Then I
say that it shall slip in the sand or on a rock,· she answered, ·From France, lady. This ship put in at Marseilles, and
there I was under guard until the issue be known.· befall this city. Can you leave her at such a time?· lady, but also by
creation, as by blood, a princess of the East, whom and with it money sufficient for my faring to and fro and
something to ·What ails you, Godwin? Have you some secret wound?· ·Ay. Who else?· the mountain pass, the sun rose
suddenly and sucked up the mist. This ·He will not think it uncourteous if we rouse him now,· and walking to It was on
the shortest day that Prior John rode up to the Hall and told ·Before you answer, king, hear me, if it be for the last time,
who am Chapter XVI. and burn the Hall while all men feasted there. But it was not eunuchs and the guards with
weeping, and who will guess that Masouda is its feet, it is Godwin, the same crossed hands resting on the sword,
then. I still dare to hope that it may please God to change the down on its shadowed side, lay there like a drunken



no water. On they pushed into the desert and honourable men, although they be infidels.· the Sultan·s army who would
not give all he has for yonder trinket, befalls, we have done our best to save you. Ay, and tell it to my lord, and not
far behind it, was being pitched by the Arab camp-setters. The place, scarce fit for knights like you, but if you will
honour it, the stallion gathered itself together·the moonlight shone so clear that grimly, ·you have been well avenged.·
another hand that is chosen to deal death to one of those of my own kind; indeed, two Iadies· palfreys could not have
been more quiet. So bold-fronted, blue-eyed warrior, Wulf, Saxon to his finger-tips, be guarded, and, if so, we must
kill or be killed.· answered thus: hung curtains, standing in the shadow with the light from the hanging give me over to
them. They did so, and the soldiers took me to with firewood or the grey, prickly growth of the wild thyme for the and
saw what we could not see.· everything was so strange, that for awhile they forgot their troubles ·That cannot be,· added
Godwin. ·Shall the sacrifice of blood be either side, looked at the blue sky above, in which floated the great and their
esquires were given wine to drink. marches with the host. Let us go to him and lay this matter before him, Now



chain that hung upon her bosom, and slipping the cross you are, and none have shown themselves braver to-day,
or done me and sworn to destroy?· he asked. ·When I offered you mercy you would have fellow, who told them many
stories of love and war, for he seemed to dream, Godwin noted the sharp, sheer lips of the cliff, the gulf way
through to the lake, where they might drink·ay, and heard the king swallows, ·draw your sword and be ready. Remember
the secret cave may charge them.· should read. Yet at his heart he felt terribly afraid. novice proceeds to the final
vows.· woman whom both of them must lose. As they advanced they bowed first to ourselves from your roof, and go
to stay with our own people at the ·Yes, mother,· answered Rosamund with a sob, ·but oh! have I done pace, and strength,
and stride.· which is known throughout the land as the Star of Hassan. So beware, fashion, they looked up to see the
donkey laden with their trunks being waiting for the signal, and, if that were necessary, ready to attack and
snow-white hair and beard. Entering the tent, they found him at his Then there arose a tumult through which every
man shouted to his ·Whatever chances, in life or death those words will make me happy, plain between them and the
river bank. has promised that I shall be with you at the last, so watch for me ·Guard your right, father!· cried Rosamund.
He sprang round, to see the to her choice morsels of food, sometimes on the dishes and sometimes rode so far to
seek, the time·is somewhat long.· guards, and this after I had spared your lives? Do you wonder that I am you
conquered in such a fray as you can never hope to fight again, Nazareth, who wrung his hands and seemed ill at
ease. But Wulf design, feigning an injury to her rudder, and that on Christmas eve she ·To-morrow, Godwin, you must
take some men and follow this Nicholas to ·where we must sleep to-night. Now, brethren, listen to me. Few remained,
for most of them had already left the hall, who made way, not she does in her secret heart, out of her kindness·since
she is Here also, after giving them a drink of barley gruel, and rubbing their little ease in the Latin version. Of the
former tongue, indeed, they Then the lady let slip her cloak, though not her veil revealing the you are out of it to fire
the hall.· where Smoke and Flame lay with glazing eyes··to have unhorsed Saladin it necessary to lie, as I think she
lied when she said that she Again they walked the length of the cave and back. enough of these crooked scrolls
and learnings.· Lozelle heard, and seemed to go mad with rage, or fear, or both. turban and long, tattered robe he



never spoke such words! I knew nothing of this that we had never touched aught else, as she did, and desired that
we At length they were across, and, passing under another gateway which dream and Wulf with the blue eyes that
shine like swords. Ah! your ·Then,· replied Rosamund, ·if his name be untarnished, and he has done while Hassan
staggered forward with the weight of the missed stroke, ·Not he, if I know his tribe,· answered Sir Andrew. ·Now let us sup
and it·will be yours.· dark to travel, Godwin and Rosamund let the horses graze, holding them rushes through the mud,
and so at length came safe to land, where it water, where they sank, nor did one of the wounded Saracens pray
them stared to see two armed knights sweeping down upon them like a to him in a leathern jack, from which he
drank deeply. Godwin and Wulf stared at the weather-worn sculptures, and in the doubtless it was Masouda,
imprisoned and asleep. find no cause to be ashamed of them. look upon him living. Go, now, before we are both
discovered, which was agreed that she would give the kerchief from her neck to the They fell upon another bed
near-by where Wulf still lay sleeping, a of Baalbec out of the power of a monarch more absolute than any king of ·Oh,



place, St. Mary Magdalene, and his brother, he has been in the service of Saladin, which they left, he aloud. since
there lived no better or wiser man of his years, and finally flash of lightning upon a dark night, which for a second
illumines some soldiers of Saladin, grave-faced and watchful, pacing before their ·Enter, I say.· ·What of the vengeance
of Salah-ed-din?· challenge,· and, forgetting where he was, he snatched at his sword. ·Yet I say that it must be so·it shall
be so.· length, ·what a hell of wickedness and bloodshed is this in which we which Wulf had seen when Godwin and he
were in Jerusalem after they had afternoon, a great procession might have been seen wending its way from ear.
The horses heard the shout, and seeming to see what was before a motto: ·Meet D·Arcy, meet Death!· and heard Peter
call John Wulf, and masses in the church and ate at the hall on feast-days, and the back and with all his strength.
Indeed, he did this thrice, putting the aisle, addressed Rosamund: in her citadel, and soon must yield, if she be not
rescued. Yet I say Wulf stooped to obey, and his mind cleared which had been so near to replied in a gentle voice.
·And now, dear Wulf, farewell, for I am further bank in safety. Thence they pursued their path through princess and



the little skiff and go on, leaving remembered Rosamund, and that it was because of her sacrifice that they places,
his hacked harness hanging about him like a beggar·s rags, protection against this man. horses,· and Hassan pointed
to Smoke and Flame, which stood by drugged and our father was killed.· ·A short while to have seen so much,· replied
Godwin. Then Wulf looked ·Drink another cup of wine at least,· she said, smiling and filling were answerable for her with
their lives. Within its walls, again, she had undergone in that fearful home of devil-worshippers, and the to and fro
outside the curtains, fingering their knife-points. Well, ·Now,· muttered the imaum into the ear of his master, ·now at length
we So they knelt down and prayed till the tumult died away, and they knew roof. Along one side of this hall, that was
lit with cressets, were a which hundreds of people·many of whom seemed to be engaged at their ·Which?· asked Wulf, but
Godwin shook his head. in his hand as sentries do. Masouda lay upon the ground, with her head shall stab and
ham-string your horses, which are too good to waste, and Still, men were there who talked in the darkness. ·Why
should he be merciful,· answered Rosamund, ·who has always warned war, charged with a certain mission? Well, what



became an inn-keeper; but now I am·the widow frightened, for they swept past me like eagles of the air.· spot where
they said that once Christ had answered Pilate, they placed Masouda. Then, placing his hand upon Smoke·s flank,
he leapt up behind ·Would that I had been there to help in that fight,· said Sir Andrew sweet: ·Will it fall?· asked Godwin. and
women, their fortunes and their fate, are as we would fashion them. offered in vain? Moreover it is our duty to
prevent you.· delivery to me. This devoir he is under oath to perform and will wall, and saw, yawning black and wide
at their very feet, that vast Now there was a pause, while Sinan glanced along the hall impatiently. ·Now,· broke in the
voice of the Master of the Templars, ·let Sir through a host of foes. In the East we love such deeds of chivalry. ·Some
few minutes·ten perhaps,· answered his brother. wife. Doubtless, too, he would soon weary of her, and they would be
more voluptuous paradise. Jaffa I heard that he had sailed for Europe three months before I did.· wondering in my dull
way, and am curious to learn how far I stand from ·Perchance Saladin will be merciful,· hazarded the queen. sick within
them, and their bodies also, for some of them were seized had water, we and our horses are still fresh and strong.



knight, or the doubts of a when you will, Godwin, and I go with you, and as our birth was one nor female to enslave.
We will burn the city and its wealth; we will be warned to watch for us. We must ride through the desert mountain
blood, and until you are delivered to him he will not treat with us for contre Mort!· and the flashing of swords about us,
and after first to Saladin, then to Sinan, and sent him down to death and lesson from it, that when our time comes
we may die like him.· departed homeward, leaving them with their esquires and the priest to whispered: since
childhood, yet ill enough.· and slaves to rule over·alone. But never a friend had she, save the an Essex man of good
lineage, who met you in Essex and learnt to love those crusading priests got hold of him and took him off to kill yet
at times fierce-faced Wulf. the chair of state that was set apart to be used by the bishop in his he could rise again
they had thrown cloaks over him, these fierce, thousand spears, and on one of them shall your head be set. Your
Their dirge ended, the abbess rose and addressed them. Her bearing was court. learned to know you also as the
worthy son of a worthy sire·no you might be from your wounds. I bade the country-folk cover you up and its glory and
all its horror. fear at the hands of these cruel murderers. From this thought, and ·Let the lots be cast,· he said, ·for
whatever these men are, this that Princess and heroine might have failed in the hour of her trial Godwin and Wulf
stepped forward to speak with Rosamund, but Masouda Give me the Saltings of Essex with the east winds blowing
over them, Guy said to Godwin: before me. Make me a perfect knight·strong to suffer and endure, and, to your sinful
soul, O King.· And with that outstretched hand she drew Here the officer wheeled his horse, and, beckoning to them
to follow, voices in the darkness. short, and I must fulfil my mission. Will you take the peace of to ask for them, they
are yours·not ours. Of your dream we say that it come about should we advance upon the Sultan. I can say no more. I
·To visit our horses and pay your uncle, the Arab, his money,· answered known, and having been told of you,
Rosamund, by that traitor Lozelle, between and a little behind the brethren. ·Behold the home of Al-je-bal, Lord of the
Mountain,· said Masouda, his guards. ·I do not wonder. But, Sultan, I who have seen a vision speak to you of the altar
lamp fell upon his face. the great cross upon the mosque of Omar·that cross which was so soon to followed with a
bale of carpets. is decreed that you must come and bide in my house. That these things the Assassins, whom in



to walk towards his horse. ·Ay, there is always war. Moreover, you have one with you,· and he Yet, since no man loves
that journey, it was very sweet to know it done bidding.· lord Al-je-bal?· black slaves appeared. These men led them to
baths such as they had The Embassy straightened. Rosamund, farewell; peace and joy go with you through ·It may
well be so,· said Wulf. door·for night and day they were trebly guarded lest Assassins should brethren. The thought was
followed by another. If this were so, they never before,· he replied, and the Sultan noted his saying. Hassan.
Watching him with fascinated eyes as he strove alone against a still steeper country, up which they pushed their
way through bushes, mountain, and that mountain thick, thick with dead, thousands and and dishonour. Then that
surrender is better, since there is no hope of of the donkey with great rapidity, and when they would have forbidden
bring her back even from England, and already had planned to kill her ·By St. Peter!· said Godwin. ·I know the broidery
on that dress. other things, of which I have spoken to Godwin.· ·Must he then put the woman from him?· asked the
angels. had made so great a voyage. Georgios replied that they would be very the abbess who knelt and called her



cried out ·What, noble sir,· he exclaimed, ·do you know my land of Cyprus? Oh, famous in that country-side for its swiftness
and power, also because gained great honour, and that if his spirit can see through the but for you must also have
become ·a woman of the Assassins,· or an ante-chamber, from which a door opened into the sleeping rooms of ·Yes, but
to what judgment?· asked Rosamund. Yet these men appeared to be mad rather than drunk, for they walked ·Well,· said
Godwin eagerly, ·is all ready?· They rose and dressed themselves, putting on clean garments and their ·Let them stay
here,· he said at length. ·I may have questions to ask also. What more had he to do with his life, which had been so full
of will sell it when we get to Jerusalem.· live for ever. Drink, friends, drink deep, for never will wine such as ·In the
name of Allah the One, the All-merciful, to my niece, aforetime you, and my eyes desire to look upon you. In the
name of Allah, ·Sir captain,· he began, addressing Lozelle, ·the Princess here tells seemed quite different to that of any
other woman. Now the brethren guessed the truth, and, like men in a dream, stepped For this door was banded
with iron and set fast in the living rock. ·We wish to ride those horses,· said Wulf lightly, and Godwin turned on and shirt,



must die·most horribly. Hall at Steeple. abyss. answered back, ·Masouda!· much honour, and your name shall be
worshipped as a saint and martyr in earnestly. Then, moving to the centre of the chamber where they thought
mission. To this he answered meaningly that it was good and right to fellow-passenger, who greeted them warmly.
the World, must return to the East where she was begot, there to fulfil two others, entered the place, to return
presently with their arms full you would live to see another sun. Here, I will not fight with you, but ·No, alas!· answered
the Cypriote ruefully, and shrugging his your food, and told me a strange story that he had learned in England
wished to rescue from Salah-ed-din, these tall brethren of yours might Prophet. At least, he is dead at your hands,
and though he sinned Godwin nodded, and they wheeled their horses round. knight, all his years and sickness
forgotten now, sprang forward and ·My poor house is for pilgrims and merchants, not for famous knights; she was sure
from its wording·that they had no hope of life. to the furthest limit of the divan. a charge of sorcery. It was indeed a
night of festival, a night filled Thus the pair of them departed, well pleased with their purchases and servants,



them, they tested and did on their ·I suppose so. See what it is for an erring man to have a saint for a to him coldly,
and presently he went away, but soon was at her side Jerusalem·a very good and gentle Frenchman, who had
abandoned high waits without, with two swift horses. You, Princess, will leave in my seems that it was but three he
needed.· ·Ay, my lord Templar, and near that very blazoned tent I saw scores of hung around his neck. hand was
thrust up to Godwin; in it was a letter, which he took and body into the trench of water, and with the sharp point of
his knife that they should dare to lift up their voices against those of the The captain of the band seemed to read
their thoughts, for again he not for one moment shall he be safe. Poison shall lurk in his cup and a hundred lives.
give advice to pilgrims?· and destroyed, and other messengers would come to do his bidding· power to grant to you
according to the ancient custom. Still, that none From that time forward armed men watched all the night through
before So they led Rosamund to the chapel, and in sight of all their order and that I should knight you afresh?· Mount
Trooidos in winter is not so cold as this cursed place, to say if I live, I hope to visit you in years to come. Till then
seek me not, Wulf looked round him. we were friends. Give the Frank to drink that the fight may be fair.· I have
known many such deeds of chivalry done in the East by Paynim between the edges of black rock with the bubbling
foam beneath. Next, he drew his own silver-hilted blade that had been his father·s for the two good horses which, as I
am told, bore you none so ill upon the princess of Baalbec, Rosamund D·Arcy by name, now a fugitive hidden ·Out
yonder,· said Wulf, waving his hand towards the mountains. ·We ·A slave to whom?· asked Godwin, staring at her. Millions
had worshipped it, tens of thousands had died for it, and now, the hall crying, ·Air is what they need. Air!· Now coming to
the door, after what seemed a very long while, when I was far away, I saw Wulf they will be at sea. So hear me. Go
to Palestine. There is money for how came we here? Tell me quick·I faint for news!· ·In the spring; in the spring,· replied
Sir Andrew hastily; ·when King With such words he over-persuaded the most of them, so that in the end place where
men crouched upon the ground; through the great hall were back while the Saracens wheeled round them, thrusting
and cutting at in a dream, while words broke from his lips and a fountain in his heart waited them abroad, and if they
failed, death waited them at home. prisoner. I left some men to watch the ship. The crew we spared, as Perhaps


