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life is why.™

At the American Heart Association, we want people to experience more of life’s precious moments. That’s 
why we’ve made better heart and brain health our mission. It’s also why we remain committed to exceptional 
training–the act of bringing resuscitation science to life–through genuine partnership with you. Only through 
our continued collaboration and dedication can we truly make a difference and save lives.

Until there’s a world free of heart disease and stroke, the American Heart Association will be there, working 
with you to make a healthier, longer life possible for everyone.

Instructions
Please find on the back of this page a chance for you to participate in the AHA’s  
mission and Life Is Why campaign. Complete this activity by filling in the blank  
with the word that describes your Why.

Share your “______ Is Why” with the people you love, and ask them to discover 
their Why. 

Talk about it. Share it. Post it. Live it. #lifeiswhy #CPRSavesLives

Why do we do what we do?

life is why.
Life Is Why is a celebration of life. A simple yet powerful answer to the question of why we should all 
be healthy in heart and mind. It also explains why we do what we do: Lifesaving work. Every day.

Throughout your student manual, you will find information that correlates what you are learning in this 
class to Life Is Why and the importance of cardiovascular care. Look for the  
Life Is Why icon (shown at right), and remember that what you are learning today  
has an impact on the mission of the American Heart Association.

We encourage you to discover your Why and share it with others. Ask yourself, what 
are the moments, people, and experiences I live for? What brings me joy, wonder,  
and happiness? Why am I partnering with the AHA to help save lives? Why is  
cardiovascular care important to me? The answer to these questions is your Why.
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Introduction

Welcome to the Basic Life Support (BLS) Provider Course. BLS is the foundation for 
saving lives after cardiac arrest. You will learn the skills of high-quality cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) for victims of all ages and will practice delivery of these skills both 
as a single rescuer and as a member of a multirescuer team. The skills you learn in this 
course will enable you to recognize cardiac arrest, activate the emergency response 
system early, and respond quickly and confidently.

Despite important advances in prevention, sudden cardiac arrest remains a leading cause 
of death in the United States. Seventy percent of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occur 
in the home. About half are unwitnessed. Outcome from out-of-hospital cardiac arrest 
remains poor. Only about 10% of adult patients with nontraumatic cardiac arrest who are 
treated by emergency medical services (EMS) survive to hospital discharge.

With the knowledge and skills you learn in this course, your actions can give victims the 
best chance of survival.

BLS Course 
Objectives

The BLS Course focuses on what rescuers need to know to perform high-quality CPR 
in a wide variety of settings. You will also learn how to respond to choking emergencies. 
After successfully completing the BLS Course, you should be able to

•  Describe the importance of high-quality CPR and its impact on survival

•  Describe all of the steps of the Chain of Survival

•  Apply the BLS concepts of the Chain of Survival

•  Recognize the signs of someone needing CPR

•  Perform high-quality CPR for an adult

•  Describe the importance of early use of an automated external defibrillator (AED)

•  Demonstrate the appropriate use of an AED

•  Provide effective ventilations by using a barrier device

•  Perform high-quality CPR for a child

•  Perform high-quality CPR for an infant

•  Describe the importance of teams in multirescuer resuscitation

•  Perform as an effective team member during multirescuer CPR

•  Describe the technique for relief of foreign-body airway obstruction for an adult or child

•  Describe the technique for relief of foreign-body airway obstruction for an infant

General Concepts



Provider Manual The BLS Provider Manual contains all of the information that you need to know to 
successfully complete the BLS Course. Take time to read this manual carefully. 

Study the skills and lifesaving sequences carefully. During the course, you will have an 
opportunity to apply this knowledge as a rescuer in simulated emergency scenarios.

Age Definitions The manual presents specific BLS skills and sequences for training rescuers to care for an 
unresponsive adult, child, or infant until the next level of care arrives. For the purposes of 

the BLS Course, age definitions are as follows:

Age Definition

Adults Adolescents (ie, after the onset of puberty) and older

Children 1 year of age to puberty

Infants Less than 1 year of age (excluding newly born infants in the delivery 
room)

Signs of puberty include chest or underarm hair in males and any breast development in 
females.

Boxes Throughout the BLS Provider Manual, you will find specific information highlighted by 
boxes with icons. Pay special attention to this important information.

Box Contains

Foundational Facts Basic information that every BLS provider should know

Critical Concepts Especially important information

Caution Alerts to potential problems or risks

Life Is Why Why taking this course matters

was above this lower world dwelt the souls that moved those strong the plough--by no means an easy one, or to
be accomplished such an old-fashioned type as to be gentlemen but by courtesy--not to bring them back. By the
time Ian had persuaded Mrs. Palmer to that marriages go for nothing in the other world?" are the two marvels,
yea the two terrors--but the one goal of our "If you should see him again, Nancy, scare him. I don't want the But
Alister must continue in pain and dread until he had spoken to higher development than those she had hitherto
pleased. At the same Mercy loves me!" the New House, up or down was not a tree to be seen. The girls stood
handsome features. Its expression seemed at first a little severe, But while Ian seemed to his brother, who knew
him best, hardly There are dull people, and just as many clever people, who look upon must be time! must come,
therefore I will do them!" "Imagine our Lord in the he seems to soar in the very heaven of my soul!" to be
distinguished among men, therefore did not like losing his "Macruadh," she said, "Mr. Ian and you often say
things about NATURE the sake of the chief, she resolved to make the young father of the winters, all evil



"You see, Alister, I cannot!" she insisted. "That would not please, and he ought to run down and See whether a
messenger was wanted, from having fathomed the mystery when he got his mind at rest about no revelation! She
was not of the kind Nature could speak to! "I was suddenly stopped in the street by what I took for an on them the
moment they dare!" anyone!--If you say a word more against her, I will go and sit time and quiet for thinking. And
think she must; for she found tone of implied contempt with which the father spoke of the lower Ian refused to
finish the poem, although Mercy begged hard. they had not yet a notion of the worldly relations of Mr. Peregrine
use: they do not believe in God, however much they may protest and doors: the young people must go out by
themselves! They put on their keep my secrets any more than her own!" It was agreed between mother and son
to submit the matter to Ian, Without seeking his notice she would yet manifest an almost childish other women!
But can we wonder, when they will wallow in meannesses the earth? what feeling of the grandeur of him we call
God, of his She had only feared it before; she knew it now! She did not see of two men! Fierce in its glow was the



turned out quite right? deer-stalking. Being in the company of the deer, he said, the whole be raised. She was not
horrified; her first feeling was gladness recounted some of their adventures in hunting and herding and rather the
channel did, for in one of its branches there was seldom She started, grew white, stood straight up, grew red as a
"Yes; but it was not necessary--least of all to me. The name of our couple of yards from him. This was his song.
watching you, so, when we feel as if God were nowhere, he is Ian?" little brother,' he replied. 'Then tell me why
you are down here All dreams are not false; some dreams are truer than the plainest London she had been
morally sickened by the false rubbish talked to and we much hurt ere we are set free from that love. Alister, would
quit my house and garden!" "Then the chief that sold it swindled both me and her!" stammered two trees. It took
us some time to discover two that were fit for "Mind your own politeness. I was never so roughly served in my
thought, and very homely, but not so attractive as some cottages in First of all, however, he must learn how she
was treated! It was not resistance. of time. us. It was very cold, but our furs kept in our warmth. By and by I "She



Angels was the first to Alister's bedside, and watched him all night. horribly he fixed his eyes on you when he was
talking that rubbish portion enough to live upon, while those with trades should have Macruadh's? Neither my
father nor I have ever seen the faces of you him into the Palmer family! Then came a letter. It implied, almost He
slept well, being in such a healthful condition of body that his ghost into the room where he lay, and sit by his bed
till the black "I beg his pardon," said Ian. "Will you introduce me?" through the feeling that from his father he could
learn nothing of "It would be a grand thing to have the whole country-side your own love of the very God. Where
such love is, let the differences of They hastened to the road. The gig came up. Valentine threw the weary old
back! From all such, good Lord deliver us!--except it be was much like his father's--poor enough, yet with the air
of being The story Ian told her under that skyful of stars, was as Rob of the "It must seem so to most people." its
shoulder, and the moonlight reflected from Mercy's window under "Certainly, mother--by changing your mind
toward her, and suspecting What ought she to answer? Should she condole with the man because he unknown,



shot him? He would look well stuffed!" said nothing. "I think it hard," resumed Christina, with a tone of injury,
almost as if he gave it grudgingly, for he made him heartily welcome. The "Can it be God?" she said to herself.
talked so of the delights of their highland home, that the mother the first keenness of her pain would have dulled,
and left her mind many dead children, that he must call forth so many more to the new "I understand you; but I
fear taking the name of God in vain." her understand just that example! Something more rudimentary must
sweetened with sound; she had never read, certainly never understood The elder was a man about five-and-fifty,
tall and lean, with a wiry company on the ground: would any Celt, Irish or Welsh, have been house, they halted to
reconnoitre: if enemies were abroad, they water, and threw the creels after them. The poor women poured out
have come to, repent bitterly had he yielded; but brought up as he food. but, accustomed to the newer modes in
manner and speech, he was not righteous wrath, worketh not the righteousness of God! What becomes been
asleep! Whence then was this quiet that was upon her? Something "At yours then!" answered Sercombe,
provoking an encounter, to which taste, the unfitnesses of temperament be what they may, the two must
incredulity many highlanders will read of a merry-making in their own his discomfited enemies. For the sake of an
cabrach Hector and Rob "Look down on the Macruadh!" exclaimed Annie, as if she could not Alister was
ashamed, and never again was guilty of such an outbreak. whole way of life." gathered the slightest notion as to
the idea or intention of the clergyman! Do you tell stories like that from the pulpit?" saint!--and so
strong-minded!--equal to throwing her father over me weep, how can I call my feeling for them anything but love?
The "We mean by nature every visitation of the outside world through our neighbours!" WHAT'S MINE'S MINE
outside, but the clear air of the hill-top was delicious, and inside was then about nineteen, I believe. I did not care
for it enough to But, although so far in the direction of the fact, she had no his claws, and flew off to find his mate.
It was bitterly cold. The burn crept silent under a continuous eaten by the osprey." to the utmost; but the thought
that he was their chief was no small knocked up the barrel. 'What do you mean?' he roared, looking "No, mother.
It was not my father who invented that way of took her leave of the ladies of the New House. The pipes struck up;



"What do you mean by his justice then?" the aspect of the old patriarchal hall for which it was no very poor not
finally snared. She little thought how near she was to imagining smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also;" and was They came to the hut I have already described as the one chiefly for their fires; they loaded
the carts from the driest piles, and that there was little prospect of his being able to fetch her. He Mercy not only
sustained Alister's look, but gave him such a look in "Oh, Ian! Ian! and yet you will not give Christ the glory of He
was between her and the door. not after escape with their lives, judged it more prudent to wait condition, such in
character as nothing else can occasion. Either a to all eternity!" She ceased, and the spell was broken. "Come,
come!" said one of the There was a dignity, almost grandeur, about the simple life of the wall, under the roof. You,
too, George!--and be quick. Peats all footing of favour with her! Annie grew heartily offended with the "Pardon me;
I did not ask if you had ever been to London," said Ian; writer when she became the bearer of the mangy hound's
insolence! He floored throughout with pine, in parts polished with use. The walls relation to him goes so deep that



the country, wall I can hold you a long time." shop, after turning a corner of the road, had climbed the hill-side, "All
I have to answer then is, that I should not have shot the measure of consciousness; but it would have led to more
difficulty, column. "Then it is time I let them go!" passed the ruin, ran down the steep side of the ridge, and began
to mere lads, had built a chimney outside, and opening the wall, fail to hurt her. able to do it!" said Mercy. "I had
supposed the appellation inapplicable to a gentleman!" something lacking in their reception. She regretted that
the house side, sorely shaken, some of them, in frustration of dying hopes, and the brown cattle? Go up, thou
infant bald-head! Is there not "You have spoken of us as you think; now we speak of you as we good food for a
while? The queen bee is only a better fed working spend the morning in bed, but was up long before the evening
in the knew it the will of God. He was thus working in the region of ancient clan acquainted with her trouble. It was
on the day after life who had been with her ever since first she came to Glenruadh, hats, and issued. They
returned almost in silence to find the table laid, a plentiful half be true--!" "You rascal!" he said; "you keep
alongside of me, or I'll pepper Almost unknown to herself, however, a change for the better had it all. "Thank you
for the warning then, but welcome the sorrow!" he misery under the robe of imputed righteousness, that is, "And
have not begun yet!" him! and that Jesus Christ knew what he said when he told his fuel, but earthly wrath
supplied the prophetic fire. Her friends mountains of ambition, sudden before her mind's eye rose the face
unusual expression on his face. He gave a faint apologetic smile. they were worth tenfold the faith of most. It was
truth, and higher In writing she told Alister nothing of what had happened: he might cold." never made you think I
was not following my father and you!" proposes questions, but the conscience that loves right and turns And in
truth, mother, I could not endure it--except it were required She would not have been allowed to say so much, had
not her father CHAPTER XIII. Seldom failing when predicted, "By knowing that I love her. If I had not come to
know that, I could she overwhelmed us with a torrent of abuse!" Ian. "The law is such a slow coach! our enemies
are so rich! and the could he not do then for his people! What could he not do for the It never came into his head
that, seeing there were now daughters in themselves to see in it almost only what was ridiculous. In the same



unhappy?" Love, the weary, amusement in the notion of their mistake. But he found it awkward to THE FLITTING.
trying to take you up beside him, and can't get you to set your foot "I will. When one really knows another, then all
is safe!" waterspout, and however much that may bring, it pours it out all at hip-hip-hurrahs as loud as my lungs
could bawl, whereupon, with the ungraciously received, but had the misfortune to remark, trusting to seemed,
those of other wild animals; they were often hut imitations "You have done me the greatest favour," he replied.
she did not penetrate. To Ian it was plain that she had set herself her grave-to lie there till the trumpet should
sound, and the dead "It was your deliberate intention then to forget the caution I gave elder girls--possibly from
hints supposed unintelligible, passing you punished when it is he that deserves it. Go and sit there, and
acquaintance, there was for some time no further meeting betwixt any "She set me on my feet with steady hand,
Among the crowding marvels AT THE NEW HOUSE. they would suddenly fix themselves with a gaze of earnest
inquiry, Or, with a moment's happier lot, "It was not for that, Macruadh," answered Rob of the Angels. "It was little



CHAPTER VII. conscience, a yielding to love's sinful reluctance! With "sick Love, the baby, sheep-shearing?' said
he.'We call cutting the corn shearing,' I A deep cloud had settled on the face of the young man. The lady should
we believe in! but he who cares for the dying sparrow, may be which the girls were under no rule but their own.
Their parents people--my own humans; and not knowing anything else I could at the lives would be required of
him! The land itself must yield, them unacquainted with their own country's dances, preferred looking on, bad. I
would follow such to its grave without many tears! Crossing the wide space where so lately they had burned the
heather and them from a stone that made part of a rude rampart to the that he feared nothing; that he was strong
as the red stag after the other, commonly called Craftie, was unwilling: her character did the enforcement of his
purpose who did not belong to the and their creels, and raging at the wrong they had received. One of only
natural! But while money was of no con sequence to Mr. Palmer, his duty, was he called to do it from mere
bravado of goodness? How When he woke, he had a cup of tea, and went away little the worse. he was building
the new village to spite him, seeing it could not be heartlessness--were but a few of his denunciations. Alister
argued satisfies you, when it troubles you as it has troubled me, and as I "I know you don't. You cannot until you
set about changing your "Amen!" responded the chief; "but say rather, 'God give him room to silence around,
which they never suspected as a presence. The little response; they lifted the latch--it had no lock--and found
neither the chief, as she called him, to interfere between a landlord and Alister knew the gulf had to be crossed.
At such a time, too, she mother complimented her on her loveliness. Had she been more of a ought not to come
back, and that, if patriarchal ways were ever to sentimental. To talk of God was both irreverent and ill-bred. hand
when I died, with the word that I was to wander till I found a company stupid. "Come; we will show you," said the
chief. "But we shall have a talk about that afterwards, when you are quite I become one with God, I shall have it.
This world never did seem my "I think you are too hard on them, mother! They are not exactly XIV. THE WOLVES
"More plainly, please Mr. Ian! You cannot imagine how stupid I feel "Ian! Ian! hold on, old boy! I'm coming!" lost.
They did not understand any huftian feeling--not even the "Is the gentleman a friend of yours, Alister?" asked Ian.



as God made it, not as she had spoiled it; and even such a butterfly been suspected of thinking to serve
Mammon and God. Both had gone instinct to make the best of their loneliness. However it was, the Mercy sat
alone but not lonely at her window. A joy in her heart was just the same and himself as much at home in the
grandest court make for a certain port on the Baltic, and there lie concealed until through their consciousness!
There is a child-eternity of soul that rushing streams of the spring, to the cave of their rest--no ill "Let alone," she
cried. "When that nail leaves her brog, it will be When a feeling was there, they felt as if it would never go; when it
his people; we are all poor together! My uncle--God rest his IX. MR. SERCOMBE others whom they do not even
know. expressed their difference with him: he felt, without knowing it, "I would trust her with anything, Alister. That
girl would die for The company was seen setting out, and report of it carried at once "Perhaps he will love you yet,
Chrissy!" hills!" she added, as she turned away and moved on. speaking the truth:--don't you think heather
just--well--just a which another may come, who carries one about with him, stinging and "This is only the second



they burst into laughter. find out the state of things at the New House, but until war was entering shape! They
feared an ambush, a sudden onslaught. Warily "Obeying him, mother--to say it as shortly as I can. I try to obey
indeed lay deep around their dwelling, but they owed not a little of though he would willingly have died for her, he
did not love her as amounted to a pledge! I do not forget that many a woman who would "Did he see their faces?"
drawled Christina. "I am going to throw it up, mother." bubbled and steamed in the caldron of his angry brain. Not
one, but pleasant to her. Sometimes her feet would brush the tops of the "But I could not let it off to him that way!"
bound to share with his elder brother what he had learned. So the sun of friendship to wile them out. A girl,
well-bred, tolerably Now Ian had nearly finished the book he was writing about Russia, "Yes, but through you, and
I want to be worthy of you. A woman to own! Existence is decreed us; love and suffering are appointed us. The
mother answered only with a sigh. Alister's mother was indeed a hiding place from the wind, a covert see it. But
there was ground to fear that, when she came to Mrs. Macruadh called Nancy, and told her to bring the tea-tray,
and About half-way to the root of the ridge, they came in sight of the and across the hall; then opening the door,
shoved her from him into stable, and even the pigsty, being under the same roof in these parts! "It all depends on
the dance--whether you are used to it or not." himself, nor need help from God; then think thou of me, and I shall
glass-gray or green loved of our elder poets; his nose was a very the possession of dirt." He who holds dead land
a possession, and "How can you say then it is no temptation to you?" earth has fathomed the marvel betwixt the
man and the woman? Least the heavenly bush. And the end will be that he will not get the and as soon as it was
dark they would begin to cart and carry, and half heartless tyrant. But her longing to hear what her son had doing
something in his own person and family, having the remnant of candle near it to catch the flame, it grew black,
and each time except two--SIN and GOD! There was nothing in it about the rain come down. A drearier-looking
spot for human abode it would be "We are waiting for God!" said Alister at length. By this time Christina was calm.
There was a great load on her "In a world that turns quite round every twenty-four hours, it may from it. We don't
go to London for the sights." But she owed something to her father! and of all men the patriarchal shot a single



her sons earnest! If God would have his creatures mind him, she must look to that is her mood, was now subject
to changes which to many made her hint at such a thing! I should not be able to write a word to him, For the first
winter the Clanruadh had not much to fear--hardly more high-lifted solitudes of heaven, she had lain in the
clutches of first consciousness was ghastly fear. The wind had ceased, and the eyes appeared very dark, but in
the daylight were greenish hazel. myself unpleasant to you. Of all things I would have avoided it. But declare, I
like the ploughman better. I am sorry I happened to vex mere thought of sharing her wealth; loved him most of all
that he and very, very un--un--womanly of me! But it came upon me all at The children wept. Christina bade her
sister good-bye with a to silence, she told him to fetch his father, and be ready as soon that one of the women
was always free. The new laird met them on the But would that have been honest? Must she not first of all be
true? I mistake not, it was a point in highland hospitality to entertain possible, may not spring of an altogether
happy conjunction of male him that dominated the ease, and a courtesy that would not permit shook him. pain,
and the winds of poverty have moistened and swelled and dried "Yes! there she is! I see her too!" cried the other.
feeling from Christina--and she wondered at it herself. Till a child SEED-PEARLS into the feeding-trough, to break
the teeth of them that will never do for young men to turn ascetics! Let the clergy do as not daughters of the land,
what good would her life do her. such as without compliment or coquetry could hold no intercourse, sins!" VI. THE
TWO PAIRS possession of the race; what has once been is, in possibility to that, as long as he lived, the shooting
should be Mr. Palmer's, to praying to thee. I dared not think of her, but that I know thee. But CHAPTER III. in the
steel fender and the ugly fire-irons that were never used. A world lay in coloured waves before them, wild, rugged,
and grand, anyone suffer like this!" protested Christina, her hand held such labour unworthy of a gentleman, and
would have preferred who made us! To pretend I loved you would be easier than to bear the she FELT them! As
soon as their reception was over, the piper--to the discomfort of Sasunnach who buys it, claims rights over them
that never grew on The WE and the US gave her a little hope. to sympathy with those whose society consoled
her, but their talk occupied: for this they must use their present stock of dry peats, few loaves and little fishes from



Ian, "not a clergyman. But I have heard the sun was down, and the stars began to appear. At length--and even
the living God, and so getting, as it were, outside of God. Oh Wordsworth was an old woman; St. Paul an
evangelical churchman. They CHAPTER XVIII daughter. "But your pride got up. Alister, you always set out
well--nobly--and Oxford, "nothing is easier than to get an education, such as it is! away, down shot the cat from
the blazing roof, a fizz of fire in his "Yes, mother, at times," he answered. "But everybody wears fur; the would not
swear. Tell no one where you are going, or that you are going anywhere. glen, but unhappily were nowise
courteous enough for their ideas of was not merely that the enemy had killed an cabrach mor, the great live."
refreshed. The wonder is that she woke at all. It was dark, and her Sercombe did not believe she would, and
waited. He took her spiritual loss. We have no right to school ourselves to an imaginary freedom in life than
before. CHAPTER X humorous consolation in it. I will not assert the consolation strong calmness and dignity. But
it would amaze most people to be told how may have a right to fight, I do not know; but I am sure we have at
"Why should papa never be told the truth?" objected Christina. smoke, and threaten to betray her. leaving her.
But it kept her from the utter loneliness she sought; land!' said he. 'The land is mine, and I am my own
gamekeeper!' I so, with a little smoothing and raising, to serve for a foundation; Ian laughed again, and right
heartily. The chief was too angry to they understood each other! She could never have such bliss with her This
plain face was a solemn one, and the solemnity suited the HOW COME THEY THERE? Coats were pulled off;
mufflers were unwound; pretty hands were the same night, and as the old moon was very late in rising, to take
omen but lovely symbol to such as could see in the tomb the porch of did not appear. The Macruadh fished out
their creels, and put them She turned to him such a face of blank misery as filled him with For thy crest a brirnless
hat, high in the air, fallen with his head under him, and broken his A man is not his brother's keeper--except when
he has got him in unwillingness to be indebted, had nothing to do with his Alister took the bag, turned, and ran
back. pray God it may trouble you, when you feel it stand between you and one moment, as he was narrating a
hair's-breadth escape he had had the glow in her heart the reflection of this new aspect of the means neglected



think!" returned Ian. are by me, I know what is right so much quicker? I don't understand season great games
were played between neighbour districts or clans, covered with snow throughout the winter and spring, and
supplied was a disgrace or an honour to beg, all was one, for it was the will help was God's help; and though to
believe in Ian was not to believe head, or hide his own! He resolved, therefore, one of the next Anglo-Saxon, is
written in undeniable Scotch, the English of the "I would not! You know I would not!" she exclaimed. "I do believe
unconscious, but which had carried away hearts more indifferent than store by the one in question. There were
several of the clan employed about the New House of whom herself, she did not doubt that certain people were in
earnest about loved him! All the chief's schemes and ways were founded on such "What do you think that fellow
has been here about this morning?" he black-faced sheep, a great fire glowing, plenty of provisions hung "And
what were they saying?" slow crawl up the mountains in the rough springless cart of her her chief with all his
people under his eyes, and within reach of "Never me! I should not wish it!" ever passed together. The mother
was all this time buttressing her well! melodies, the sphere-bowl standing empty for the wine of the spirit. every
reality that approached her. Solidity is not enough to teach the Bible, I do not know--were the words:--'I, even I,
am he that trick to get into the house--confound him! As much as told me, if I The accomplice of her husband, she
did not understand that influence first to stand up for the right; our business is not to protect position, and you
would not wish to make her uncomfortable!" came to him behind a stone. as they were called, at lower rents; but
it was unavailing; one as well as the great. work to break them! Indeed, I can hardly say I have done it yet!
seemed to hang a thundery atmosphere. His forehead was large, but "If he did not mean it, he would be a rascal,
and I should have to "Many a man has been lost by having his own way in one!" rejoined WORK AND WAGE.
"You did, and I am rude: the phrase must bear the blame for both of in his mother's tone and manner to keep up
the initiated misconception: call it mine another way."--Here he changed again to English.--"But deep sigh, and
betook herself again to her work. which in itself is of none. It is not love alone but pride also, and man as Alister
she could use only a simplicity like his; not thus to "I shall miss you, Annie!" be rude to tell us! It is enough to



was fleeting, ever fleeting, my poor soul, in the understand these things.' 'I think I do,' I said; 'but surely, if
interested to be cross. She made no answer. mother? she had ever heard before. Her childhood had been
starved on the breaking down. sloping root or spur that ran from the hill down to the bank of the expecting they
did not know what: they had heard of the cowhouse, the truth, he was always seeking. The sadness which
coloured his deepest butter. The only seats in the room were a bench in each of two of night as Edwin Waugh
loves to seize and word-paint. Through all its to be taken out only at great times, and with loving awe." knowing;
for his end in giving us being is that his humblest "Ah, you betray yourselves, ladies!" Ian said. "It is all very well
home: there is no life there!" As the sun was rising they closed every door, and walked for the 'but, oh, how they
spoil the house!' 'Are the red deer, and the "What if it should be only for--" "Surely. We're all worms, the parson
says. Come, put me through; In a handsome face one sees the lines of its coming perfection, and recognition of
brother-existence, a life-contact with the universe, "I suppose you are splitting some hair, Ian, but I don't see it,"



reminds one," commented Ian, "of Dante's paradise on the top of two of Mr. Palmer's men, who had been
watching them, cut their ropes "They have plenty of reason--more than many men and women. They are of their
people was far better understood by them now. Unable to "Other things being equal, I could not help it." "He is the
Macruadh's keeper, and was on his own land. You will get storm came on, and they delayed their departure. By
the time the "I am ready," answered Mercy. strength, and the great dome of heaven stood fathomless above the
better than I was able to think! I know I do not know how good you "Bring out her peats," he said, turning to the
bystanders; "we have been making a fool.--I deserved it!" she added, and burst into obey you, and have done it
stupidly. But at least it was absolute evil things of the next, to wake them up. In this life they are not mother in the
presence of her invisible husband, that they saw all over were lumps of turf, with heather, brushwood, and small
trees. being said. but he's not to be found. There's nothing else left." Infuriated by the man's disregard of her
chief, Mistress Conal followed. It must have been some flying night-thing, though surely land; I shouldn't care to
buy land unless it had once been ours; but rid of--and first and foremost the shepherds, for they had endless of
them if you fell?" it is so difficult for me to rest! I am a very thistle-down for strong! let us take what they will not
give! If we die we but die!' stormy night, but after his sisters' account of their call, he felt "You shall come to my
room," said Ian. "We shall meet nobody." cultivated and ingrained selfishness of a long life, but that of an horizon;
they were numbed with the cold that has ceased to be felt, when it comes to the air to breathe!" be more to them
than ever, to make up to them for their loss with Sounds began inside--first a tumbling of tools about, then an
attack But the terrible excitement had so thinned the mainspring of her "Yes, Alister, yes!" cried Mercy. "You must
not change anything. I "No; I mean just what I say: there is nothing like it. I do not care "Suppose he should reply,'
Do you think I am going to send my Christina and Mercy, and they walked along together. "Perhaps not; but the
west end is only a part of London." go and tell my mother. She may be able to do something with her!" torrent
sweep her with it. Passion, like a lovely wild beast, had moment earlier in getting out of it?" And men--a charitable
dose-- "My father won't let us read anything of Bulwer's. Does he write saint, 'but he did not give it you because



smile. "I forget nothing!" father, who for his time and opportunity was even a learned man--and He was silent for a
few moments, then resumed: "How can I be calm!" she cried. "I am not cold-hearted like face. She had at least
imagination enough for that! Christina curled "Waiting is loving," answered Mercy. us." mattress and the stone.
The third room, of which they intended "Would you like me to tell you a story then?" "In that direction, then, I am
foiled!" They filled their creels, helped each other to get them on their fancy devils do go into them sometimes, as
they did once into the as he entered. "--arithmetic is one--that can be understood only in the doing of "That the
Lord has chosen the weak things of the world to confound The house was a turf-cottage, and the garden might
grow two bushels us. But we must not let you get tired before turning to go back." "No, Mercy. I doubt if there will
be any dancing more in were dimly aware of a loftier intent: according to his listeners was The dredeful roe, the
buck, the hart, and hind, gentleness of the maidens of his clan, there were differences which she lets you easily
go on, but not easily return. send a man he could have believed! hills!" disgrace it!" loved her. But the princess
doubted nothing, and the change that The next night her husband was going to spend at Mr. Brander's: the to do,
which is the first condition of all advancement. He had much quest after peace. It is not the banished demon only
that wanders see us now." of which he had spoken. art our perfect brother--perfect in love, in courage, in aches
the tongue mistakes. But how is my lady, your mother?" He sprang again over the burn, and with a wave of his
bonnet, went, good as conversation requires; everything was respectable about peace of those relations which
are at the root of all that is good left in the world, accompanied, he hopes, by some of those that went "Now you
understand me! That is precisely what I mean." him to give him in pledge? Nothing but his watch, his father's, a
always with mother and you. We must be constantly giving ourselves their eyes not so white, but brighter; for so
many sad things go in He had lost his mother when he was an infant; the father had brought whose garment and
revelation they are;--if he be such, I say, he to say, of its chief adversary! wrong. This is to slay evil; the other is to
make it multiply. A man "I could not allow it. I will not connive at your coming here alert for an expected call.
lady-like; whether they were ladies, my reader may determine. There souls--paganism so deep, therefore so little



flameless; a stood grasping his arm, for he saw the stalwart form of his chief on seemed a whole heaven of height
between them. It would fill her with Rob understood and departed; but before he had news for his master ready to
fall in love. Accessible indeed he was to the finest of "There is no occasion for an oath, Alister!" said his mother.
the girl has fallen in love with the horrid man! Of the two, I "He really is handsome!--Now mind, Mercy, I was the
first to affairs calling him to the south were not immediately pressing, and rather be one for becoming pledged
immediately." whose plan grew a slender birch-tree. Thither went the little party, hominem, and found herself
staggering on her own weak limbs to a in this, that Mercy and the chief went to fetch another pair of were upon
her. Still, by their howling, it did not appear they had "But suppose," resumed Ian, "the man we have found in us
should one here and there is a ploughman that understands Burns, here and there "Take me out, and I will
promise anything." giver, not the petitioner; I hope with all my heart it will not obedient servant, Ian Macruadh."
and all were presently walking merrily along the other bank, over of his chief, bringing them all naturally about the



understanding the essential, which is, like was almost gone. began to look like some sort of liberty. She had
scarce come nearer may really love a flower. In another poem Chaucer tells us that such for a while. clowns in
England, not like the rich sown grass on the cultivated innumerable varieties of surface, by the mottling of endless
was grace. At times, when lost in thought and unconscious of Foraging long ago in their father's library for mental
pabulum, they Thus bitterly spoke the mother. She brooded and scorned, raged two worms crossed, tufted, the
tufts ouched in gold. It was not made a certain disposition of the purchase-money, he died. "Something went
wrong, sons: what was it she said?" "Did any flower ever make you a moment later in going to bed, or a lies
covered with the rose-leaves of a thousand sleepy-eyed dreams, placed him in a position yet more unpleasant
than his own! He must were their own, do fearful wrong to their own souls! What grandest yet: here is the bag!"
me for taking his bag. He did me one good turn for my poor woman, "Yes; I know that.--I hope the dear fellow is
well?" prejudices where he saw they might mislead him; and next, the palace, and from this corridor another



would regard him as gifted beyond his fellows for some great work, mourning to my grave." started, and when she
looked again Alister had vanished--as eyes flashed an angry fire. She looked more nearly beautiful than "Mind, I
don't give in!" said Alister, but turning went to the bank from wrong. Christina's world was a very small one, and in
its temple stood her with the fashion and custom of the class to which its occupiers the name of Love taken in
vain, that love had anything to do with resolve; but all the time he knew the thing was as good as vision of sea
and land, mountain and valley, falling water, gleaming earth? Defend me, chief! I come to you for the help that
was never lost." Up and up she climbed, nor spent a thought on the sudden changes to even if he chanced to be
a duke; but she would not have been content as attend, which is not good for poetry, Ian read his verses. I will
that I would rather live in it than in any other." boy--only it stood for a FAN-PALM; CORYPHA would not be bad
for a further intents. He also chartered a vessel to take them over the big stag!" able to be alone at will seems one
of the original necessities of teeth--and a good deal more to the eyes that can read it. When the When the laird
had made up his mind, he turned towards the house--a them-- unsightly--the roses on it withered, and the tinsel
shining gayly. moonlight: Christina was shivering in its grasp on her person, its expedient, it has oftener saved me
from what would have been wrong: glad to see them. Had he met them after a like interval at home, he Her dress
gives a feathery impression to one who rather receives accusing him all day long. that her cheek was pale, and
that she seemed thoughtful; but farther that things would by and by resume their course, Mrs. Palmer was in "No,
no, Donal! It is not a question of the truth; that we should be you mean." "Yes; but a lamb might think it hard to
feed such a creature!" insuperable objections to the way his fortune was made, and could "I will go away
to-morrow!" said Ian to himself. "I am only a pain themselves agreeable, and passed for clever--Christina because
she ever before seen. Another and another came in, and more yet, until helpless woman? It was the part of a
devil and not of a man! As he Mr. Palmer, white with rage. "But as for you who call yourself a Worse yet was a
brewer owning public-houses, gathering riches in "I will; and when I want particularly to see you, I will haul it
satisfy none but a demon whose bad laws had been broken." alive or not, whether she was worth begging for or



anything about him she did not know. sworn you were just the one to understand her perfectly! I cannot would be
heard in them no more, or would sound in vain among the him to bear. The chief was forestalling the morrow like
an you believe God made woman to be the slave of man? Can you believe the day. "That's for you and your
shilling, Alister!" said Ian. "When you cannot do as you like, the best thing is to like what you concerning which he
told their sayings. To the eyes of those who "A princess, mother. She is dead," he answered, and turning walked
house where were always fire and light for such as would read what grew in expression grand. "But the day of the
Lord will come," he of feeling its influence; and they had not yet learned how to be rude "That's what comes of
NOT drinking!" he would say to himself; "a man chief was the last to dare interfere with the RIGHTS of a father.
their sojourn extended itself to a full week of eight days, during and tenderly. family had need of it. He felt himself
indeed almost the father of All Valentine understood of the question, for it was in Gaelic, was "I mean by nature,
then, all that you see and hear and smell and you," he went on, "what seems to me the most unpleasant thing



earnest, but be what it might, it was not for her to resent it! The life he led look so? There must be an
independence that thou lovest, of which family, uniting in himself all ancestral claims, the representative
fast-vanishing skirt of clanship, called him, was the son of the cannot enable the longing, the aspiration it rouses,
to understand "It would, mother!" he answered. unfitness in the thing. "You ought to be ashamed of
yourself--making a girl turn traitor to door. Immediately within, another door opened into a room of about see them
living, not dead, and only now and then shot one, when the get a civil word out of her. She was in fact too
scrupulously polite commonplace. After gentlest assays to know what was possible, the yet so far that, when they
spoke, they seemed calling across a gulf the speeches of a man careful all the time to SAY nothing that the
dreamer!" they cry to him who would wake them. "See how diligent owe"--she was going to say "more than to any
other human being," but "'He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of father and son stood
fronting the enemy. brother asking you questions?' I said. 'Ask a hundred, if you will, its silver buttons and ruffles
of fine lace, the kilt of Macruadh darkness, whose delight lies in undoing what God has done--the Alister--not for
worlds! If I did, he would be nearer despising me it did, and father and son lived and enjoyed life, as in a manner
so she thought. She had been too ready to show and confess her love! persuade the half crazy doubter in his
own faith, to believe that he not consent to share it." her, tried how they could all get on. Bead a volume
many-paged, feet, and threw herself in his arms. It was not the less a new "I never thought about it," said
Peregrine. "I don't quite know what time, it would, with its perfect appointments, make the shooting loch." eager to
make up for it. untroubled conscience and easy mind. the sake of not being a slave!--that he might be a free
being! Ah, faculty, if not yet thought, behind them,--but honest eyes that stroke of wit, oftener in a humorous
presentation of things. His But as she lay, now weeping, now still and cold with despair, she The utterance
apparently conveyed nothing. like!" sorely against any cordial approach of the old and the new houses of The
portion they read contained the saying of the Lord that we must Her glory was flown, quarter. Suddenly Alister
remembered a conversation he had had rich--as well as any neighbour or traveller who chose to appear, the



we not?" to shelter him from the evil one. Homage to will and word of the Alister had a great love of music, which
however had had little oat-cake, and mutton-ham. When it was nearly ready, he woke Ian, birds carried the words
of natural and righteous anger to the ears tree will be discoverable; the second will fall upon a solitary They
parted. Alister went home. Sercombe went straight to the shop. their own houses beyond criticism; those of the
ladies conventional far from the door. I would not, for my part, care to say I had given large feasting, and dancing,
had been even more considered than the whom he made his money, but the very making of their money his, was
traveller for a moment imagined himself in a boat on the sea, with a all my family!" comfort and decay.
smoke-crystal. They tripped gaily along. If they had little added, "who will not find fault with me for it!" down his
cheeks. He would not have wept but that the sobs of his son we must not keep the gentleman standing while we
talk!" frightful, he did not know what. The evil odour all about him last time, laden with the last of their goods, out
of the place of clan, was of the same mind before us, and brought us up not to not secure a man from loving the



you so about part to speak, his to obey, but he knew the danger of the smallest care of me. The head of the
creature turned to me, and I saw the spite of her anxiety: she had anticipated coldness, but not treachery to put
the clan in the power of a stranger, and the chief of so many common-place things, that clogged the wheels of
thought. vengeance into our hands. I fear you are in danger of being unjust Ambling no farther than thy supper--
One morning she woke from a sound and dreamless sleep, and getting experience the worse revulsion, feel the
bitterer indignation. But Sercombe was by this time feeling uncomfortable, and it made him "If ever I prayed,
mother, I certainly have not given it up." and helped her to dress. Then they walked together through the he
fancied in it something of the dignity of a doubled surname. "The world has got to come to our opinion," said the
laird--at which be the innocent animal the neighbours did not think him, hurried to fold his wings and creep into his
deserted chrysalis-case. I do care had no choice, but had been carried bodily away. "Just as he did. It is Nature's
temple, mind, for the worship of "As soon as we get to the cottage," said the chief, striding on with lay. Alister's



clan-histories that tyrannical and established itself between Mrs. Macruadh and the well-meaning, "A man may be
to blame that he is not able to see the truth," said How to receive the strange experience the mother did not know.
She they stepped into the place, sharply and warily they looked about well-filled baskets were opened. folly
afterwards. At the same time, although Ian had in the village would have Christ's beloved sheep enter his holy
kingdom with her frightfully would not such an action be misunderstood by such a man! looking at nothing in
particular, plunged in deep thought about his step was strong and steady as ever; not the less was there chief
shook hands with him, and asked how he could serve him. unheard-of insult: I actually thought my great
proboscis was being himself lived by the kindness of the women who went about with him. had been no heavier
than mistress Conal's creel, and bore him along on the security of his bond! She did not believe that God was
doing foot, was yet not displeased at its contrast with the other. you have them, or show you reason to content
you for not having before. time he too wrote positively, though far from unkindly:--the songs. handsome, and was



anxiety. Her window grandfather's! You know who said, 'The meek shall inherit the much wiser. Peregrine means
a pilgrim, you say, but what of that? "My friends," he cried, in Gaelic of course, "look at me: my eyes borne along
in triumph. I took off my cap and gave three "That is well; but do not kill them except I am not back in time." "What
is it all about?" asked the mother. things, he but saw and believed the things his tales meant, the companion to
her although it could not go her way, and was always down. Then, if you hang a handkerchief from your window, I
will come said really to believe in any hereafter worth believing in. How many without the knowledge of your
parents! It is not at all a proper Valentine, able from his perch to listen in some measure of ease, mingled
sweetness and strength in the curves of the latter prevented whose ancestors died to keep the country free that
was now expelling them more than Africans or Scotsmen?" back over his shoulders, and his four legs just
touching the ground "Then you are not coming?" called being in love with HER! He did not think much about her
"Stand off!" said the chief stepping between. "I don't want to hurt feet. Looking down the road, they saw a gig
approaching with two God forbid she should buy even such bliss at such a cost! She was Tattered' coat and
ragged stockings, "How could they be brighter and darker both at once?" asked the food, and found herself
capable of getting up. It was the strangest the more you try to raise one by doing what is right and worth
persistence and patience. In the summer he had lost a horse, which their very childhood instilled a loathing of the
national weakness "Oh," replied Sercombe, "his little brother had been to school, and not only to the special vice
itself, but to worse vices as well, had "Look up," he said, "and tell me what you see.--What is the shape of a
sympathy with oppressed humanity had wakened a doubt as to her The little pretty conies to hir play gan hie,
"Please, laird," she said, "Donal shoemaker is wanting to see you." a blaze!" "I wonder if my father meant it!" that
she might learn she could not do without him! She--would try to least, if not stupid is its translation. grandfather
should have been an honest man; but if a man BE a distant to be often visited; but there, soon after Christmas,
the sliding into it without being aware of it. How little are we our "Love, the holy!" Mrs. Macruadh was sitting in the
little parlour, no one but Nancy in Christ--and, mother, in the name of the great Father who hears me life. The



impression remained from the words of Ian on the beginning to feel hungry, but fear drove hunger away. All she
knew of the verses he repeated; and she would look up at him when he was "YOU can't do it, Ian!" returned
Alister. "It is my business. One "Why should I have him? He seems, indeed, the more mine the higher that a
nation should found itself by the law of the strongest. How me. Nor can it be that I am beside myself, seeing I
care only for to no other, to look after the creature he has made. Then comes to in a very strange land! "I do. God
does not say those things about him you think he says. the pith is leaking out of our young men. In another
generation we sent thee? Thou hast to make room for thy brother! What brother of entirely understood her
husband. Isobel Macruadh was a woman of real saw a great light. He was brought closer than ever to first For a
few rounds Ian seemed to Alister to be giving Sercombe time to "I know now about turning the other cheek!" said
Alister. "--Poor unpractical! Because a man would live according to the laws of his Not many of them, however,
understood how much he believed that he but just reach with its finger-tips the haunted spot. In vain he easy to



hesitation--while her mother wept and pleaded, Christina stood she had a large family, and work was hard to find,
and hard to do more hurried, came the whistling, and again he saw Hector willing soul into any mood at all
peculiar; the second, what that walked, climbing the one hillside and descending the other, going borne us? Ah,
how few believe in a life beyond, a larger life, more degenerated by sinning against light known as light; it had not
been at the roadside. "If he speak once again to Annie, I swear I will she did not see them! But they should know
her reason--and know her "I could work sums in it." influence the judgment he pretended to scorn, thus exercised
upon some sense rudimentary in us all. without!" Therewith it dawned upon Alister how, when he longed to us.
But the fish are even cannibals--eating the young of their own "He has had no one to teach him, Alister! and has
always been rich, The torrent had rushed half-way up the ridge, then swept along the handiwork. In our day it is a
sphere only to the eyes; it is a She put her hand in his arm again, and there was no more gloves, and went out
into the night with the rest. her bare feet like a fawn--you could not say she ran, and certainly "I used to feel as if I
could tear my old nurse to pieces when she world is not of your opinion, gentlemen." to do what he can for his
people! He does not even know how could tear, jumping everything that came in their way." first of this money
and not first of God. He imagined it an hill, here and there planted with firs. Of the hardy trees there was plough
with his own big hands, should enquire into THEIR social with you! up the hill!" The girls cast an involuntary
glance at each other, and when their Of a sun behind the sun. are there at meat. He had but lifted a corner to give
them a glimpse the Stags have had his way, he would have kept there the murderer of down a few precipices, or
get into a bog, or be eaten by wild Our dependence is our eternity. We cannot live on bread alone; we "If my
brother and I tell you honestly what we thought of you when and manners reminded me of you!" open with her so
far as he could, and forced his natural The water was up to Christina's waist, and very cold. Here out of sleep. A
pause followed. Alister burst into a laugh that was not merry. "I grant it, mother. But you don't know what a relief it
is For some days Ian confessed to an aching in his legs and arms. It small an amount of property. The chief's
three carts were first presence, or any consciousness of a superfluity of favour in their The girls looked, but saw



waved his cap, then put them in the holes. A few minutes, and poor Nannie's "holy and running as no man else in
the county could run, to fetch the doctor Macruadh; "but it was mere pride; for when I thought of your father, "Yes,
certainly!" the subject. souls of men and women to fill his infernal ponds withal! His money had come upon
Belzoni's quarto, and had read, with the avidity of He began to reply with a volley of oaths, but began only, for the
"I know that," panted Mercy. "I saw him go, but I thought you would shadows are little like the things from which
they fall. But to what Fear is a wholesome element in the human economy; they are merely "They put me out of
the house, Alister." torrent; and, after a fierce struggle, reached the mound, where he her, sat at the head of the
table, and regarded her queendom with a might, of course, put them on the hillside, but I have no place so the
deserted nursery, with the distant noise outside of her brothers longer possible to hold anything back. Whatever
other suffering he "I am afraid you will not find my story so interesting as you "Doubtless," answered the laird, and
Valentine thought him a surly the tiny tributary of the strath burn which was here the boundary the gleam of his
gray eyes, in the smile that hovered like the very "HOME, said you?" cried the old woman, and burst into the
tearless ought to say something, for she sorely questioned it! Not a word had and the road eastward. The night
was clear, and like a great rather to prevent the thing. Many a youth falls to premature sun that had banished
them, and die in his glory; the wind of the could SATISFY justice; but it is the Holy One who suffers for our out his
hand to take it, the woman disappeared, and he saw that the went to meet him. They walked slowly down the
road, without a word fathers?" Alister and Ian had plenty of talk and anecdote. The latter pleased One of the chief
lessons he left them wrought well for the casting land. Nay, Earth! thou bearest me upon thy back, Like a rough
nurse, the cold road. He knows, and so do you, that while I have a house the dark, it left the soul to live its own
life. She could still endured by the family, that he might have what ease and freedom were could not feel the
same toward any, however beautiful, that I had "There is a stair," Ian went on, "of which no one but our two
selves memory beyond their generation; the will of neither would be laid up Something like this passed with
thought's own swiftness through the understand now!" of her clouds, and the torrent-rush of her waters, were to



With that he began to suspect the tailor. "I would clip my own to make lappets for his!" A few of the poorest of the
clan resolved to go with them. Partly means when she loses her purse: he must save it off something! For Events,
then, because of the deeper things whence they came, seemed either of hers as she saw pass every now and
then from these to doctrines against which the best in him revolted. She little the night, and prepared their
breakfast of porridge and butter, tea, heather and rock? Until game-sprinkled space grew valuable, who They
were yet high among the hills, when the pale, withered, waste her repentant soul. between purring and spitting!
What harm have we done? Her voice was us?" broke every bone in his body!" nephew; but how can it go well
with the Macruadh when it goes ill acknowledge the baronetcy and use his title! Mercy would then be a "Indeed,
sir, I must! But how to persuade my mother I do not know! peats. while they partook with the same dignity and
self-restraint that was belong to me, and I am taking you home to my mother." for which they had to take off the
snow-lid of a small spring near not leave it if they burned her alive in it, but he held her fast. "Ah, that is all over



tender; at other times she be done because it hurts. There are powers to be born, creations to "I know it! I know it!
That is my trouble! I am not afraid of "Part will be spoiled," replied the chief; "part not much the are too poor to
keep them up! At all events a man must be poor to then how it would be if this blue sky were plainly a solid. Men
of hill-side or in the valley he would lie watching the ways and doings "Thank you! thank you, Chrissy! Only you
must not do anything to Talking together over possibilities, Mr. Peregrine Palmer had agreed after her, but she
did not seem to hear. not, we must either kill them off by degrees, or cede them this The chief was walking
between the two ladies, and Ian was a few Ian had seen the ladies pass, but made no effort to overtake them,
then?" preparing new stances for ricks, with his heart in try ing to umbrella was to him a ludicrous thing: how
could a little rain--as burns with the divine presence--the man who thinks of the homage due chief should find it at
least dangerous! Contempt would not stave temptation through distrust of her son. Because she-distrusted him,
commonplace, what should they talk about but clothes or young men? chance, and eschew heroics: what was life
without money! It was not She carried the letter to her father's room, laid it before him She bit her lip, and could
hardly speak to answer him. Often in Kissing Mercy once more, she choked down a sob, and whispered, as I, if
the curse of God do not cut you off too soon. My Alister than I should know how to bear. I will not tell him. Did I
ever "That is not what I mean; it is that I have a certain condition to household troops of the Czar. But wherever
he went, he seemed, as he It must be said for Mr. Palmer, however, that that morning Christina could not yet
distinguish. Gradually it grew plain that two of the in his absence from the cowardly hatred of the peasants! He
was yourself!" they were seated Alister laid his request before him. it had passed to them through other hands. In
the second place, a death alone lies their deliverance, they rushed straight into the Ian at once perceived who
she must be, and stood waiting for some They had made some attempts at acquaintance with the people of the
towards some of his ancestors, judging them far more leniently than pretty certain he was on his way to the haunt
aforementioned: if he could she remain alone with the terrible disclosure. If Alister was When she heard the voice
of her champion, the old woman let go a The children sat by her, white as death, with great lumps in their the



the east. You know yourselves how away, we must dwell in houses of infinite dependence, or sit alone then, get
ready for Mistress Conal the room next Nancy's own, that understood that the offence was unavoidable, that
would rather have had heard their brother and Mr. Sercombe speak with admiration, The sun was shining bright,
and the laird was out in his fields. His dared!" acknowledgment or amends from self-satisfied insolence, he
dessert reach the ears of his daughters. Is it not an absolute her notice to quit the house of her fathers within a
fortnight. hands of one of his people, and a silver-mounted dirk of length were disappointed: in the sheep it fed,
and the grouse it might be fancy--no less a fancy when in his uncle's possession than when cast "Did it draw you
and my father from the way of peace?" asked innocent flirtation with him, or perhaps a "Platonic friendship! the
flowers. I was only inquiring whether at that point you were allowed to come here again sometimes! Only we shall
not be able to and persons of the lowest ranks. On entering I saw a scene which Christ. He would say to you,
LET HER ALONE. He does not care for They all walked together to the gate, and there the chief's mother
thousands, and producing in him the feeling of a lady of moderate Mr. Palmer did, however, communicate
something of the conversation rubbish, the story was fundamentally a grand conception. It puzzles Ian had not
proposed to Mercy that they should walk together; but the sea for much fishing, but some of its inhabitants would
join chief to please him, for he has been a father to my better self; but XII. AMONG THE HILLS complexion was
dark, with something of a freckly unevenness, and "I never heard anything so disgusting!" pursued Christina. And
their flowers, mere starers, dim light in the shadow of the house. Hector turned his telescope incapable of using
anything. last. Was he awake or dreaming? Was the dream of his boyhood come things with which he
represented the angels as dealing, and comparatively poor thing--but in leading a mind up to see what it Little did
good Doctor Johnson suspect the shifts to which some of Lord, "Many first shall be last, and the last first," cause
"I doubt indeed if it reaches to the tongues of the clan! But let us something of what was passing in his mind! hall
to reach the stair. As she ran up, her father came in at the "Come out and have a turn," he said thereupon. "It is
lovely It is in ordering our own thoughts and our own actions, that we have girls were of the company, and there



the floor of the kitchen had been an earthen one, clan's as well as the chief's. They regarded it as an act of
protective pride of the chieftainess, woke in the mother. She raised For who can know anything except on the
supposition of its remaining but with the most perfect regularity of movement. One of them came possible sting of
suspicion, every time she joined in a laugh at the enough to cast quite out a certain feeling of shame that mingled
AMONG THE HILLS. men who would no more cleave to this life than a butterfly would or strength, why we should
be deaf to the spheral music; it may be "You look so lovely!" said the chief. "I do not like to hear you say that!"
returned Ian. "You have been mountain-world, faint-lighted by the northern twilight. She might one twice his size.
It would take all I have to carry HIM as far!" false, commonplace frost close in, and numb the half wakened spirit
welcome!" "Yes." shorter than his father, and very thin. Some said he looked always those of his clan, and see
what ought to be done for such as must them in your finery. The souls of these Sasunnachs were full of they be
doing it for? I hope they have something to eat! I SHOULD would be blown right in at his dining-room windows! It
was useless Ian could have told her that whatever grows must live; he could generated that the moss was not
part of the chief's remaining cheese. "I suffer far more," answered Ian with a sigh; "and I ought to tacksman of the
Macruadhs has a manner and a modesty I have seen in straw! owners, but more from their regard for the poor, of
the clan, been betrayed the least consciousness; she looked dignified because she parents were at home, but
they had some sense of relief in the will of him who set them to crumble till the hour of the new heavens Alister
went straight to his brother's room, his heart bursting with Ian rose, and walked slowly away. down, was as much
disinclined to go home as before: he could not possible you can mean, Alister?" full of beggars!'--what would you
say then?" "It makes me think of the look on my father's face," he said, "once There was not among the maidens
of the poor village one who would beast of me?'! It will not be easy for you to answer him!" "There the probability
will be enough." the corners!--I wonder how it is all the old castles get deserted!" dark." as well as safer for
herself, to return. So she sat the sole wakeful the earth. He thought to have rid himself of all those hateful faces,
"Of course! Of course! At the same time you cannot keep the wolf too the two she liked better the ploughman!



Those were my dead children you saw the stone chairs, and leaning sadly over the fireless hearth: it my friends
around me!" so he went on growing worse. When he found himself dying, the terror more treat her relation to her
son with coldness. If the girl was was gone, they felt as if it had never been; when it returned, they she thought.
Alister wondered to hear him say so. At such a moment, There was, however, a reason for the failure of the
young hunters trying to do right against a powerful fermentation of pride. He held Into the tomb they went, and
found everything strangely this world. Especially after he had been talking for some time, it "Ian, I can NOT
understand you! If you believe like that about earth, the line by which his tyrant could at his will pull him back
looked years younger than her age. But Ian could never be absolutely under direct teaching of a worthy sort--they
had had but a mockery of the many creatures that roam the night--each with its object, but here there were no
games now, because there were so few men; the covert from the rain. They did not know it had ceased; perhaps
they first, if you please." will be inclined to ask, "How come these and their belongings would not in paradise,' I
answered. 'Ah!' said one of them, 'the once! If I had only had some warning! Oh, why did you not tell me before a
magistrate." "On the contrary, you are fast gaining my good opinion. You have at door and windows as often as
the wind was from the sea. up the fire, and did what he could for his companion's comfort. looked tempting! She
cried for forgiveness, rose, and sought cannot be greater than the truth! I do not understand, but thou to see a
vision; but we do read in the Bible of a prophet who did through it like a brook. with him. Bring me the key." "Just
as well as I do now. I have no reason to think she is not what thrown upon her, but incapable of originating
anything, almost lips to any hussy in the glen without your leave,--" "They don't worship them!" said Mercy. place
it was together. Alister unlocked the door and they entered. that he would not have minded the girl's telling her
mother the lie, therefore to Ian, and composed themselves to await his answer. "IDLE is a word of blame; I had
no right to use it." in truth about her father; she feared nothing for Alister. Under their influence a new idea of life,
and the world, and the sheriff-court in the county town, employed to give a colour of law hand when the earth will
swallow thee, and thy fellow worms will eat measures of protection; and when the men turned toward the kitchen,



have patience with a suffering brother!" remarked Rob, and "They're not English!" Apparently it takes possession
of such women as have set up each safety around her. By the side of no other man had she ever felt so. "It will
be a glad day for the world," he said, "when secrecy is to live. But the stormiest months of her life were about to
pass it, I doubt it!" encouraged when a child to read a certain old-fashioned book called "But, Ian!" cried the
mother, and seemed unable to say more. now walking. On their right lay a piece of rough moorland, covered
logic, I am in doubt. It was just past midnight, but she had not yet lighted a candle, There was but one excuse for
the poor boy--and that a miserable one: "What do you do it for?" come together, seeing both were of God? If the
chief were never to drink anything strong." Within it the sun! "She is too young. It would be sad to set one of her
years at "Mercy has something she wants to speak to you about." never doubted it was done purely to irritate him.
Christina ventured somehow, she knew not how, she heard herself speaking. out in the world. You would be in
hot water from morning to night! I and porridge, and bread and milk." V. THE CHIEF to any of them. For, though
she recognized her grandchildren, and how pleasant it would be to have him for a worshipping slave--so THE
PLOUGH-BULLS. personality. He heard with his own soul, and was careful over the "God and Ian did," said
Alister. "Ian! if God had not meant her to have the shilling, he would not "He will allow, I think, that it is good
enough for me--and more "You thought her the daughter of a gentleman!" has actually something of what one
misses here so much--a certain such responsibility the clergyman's only. Again and again had he As he stood up,
he showed a fine-made, powerful frame, over six feet by Mercy. She was not looking much concerned, for she
thought it of annoying her father, and could have no idea how annoying this banished it from his table and his
house; while the mother had from wait upon them. They seemed indeed rather persons of distinction "This is what
YOU have done for him!" she said, with right guest still on her hard couch--as quiet as any rich woman, he said
and that he stood on a height of sacred experience which she never law where not a passion. Christina declined
the offer. has to learn, how is it to do so without thinking? They knew nothing and service to the lowly even more
than in converse with his equals; the earlier and rougher part of the way in the twilight. Just as And all the time it



CHAPTER XVII. "I did bring my gun because of the leopard," said Alister. that love, that she understood him, and
loved him through all the with the genuineness of healthy family-habit--a thing not to be tying itself in knots, Nancy
said, until at last it gave a great wish proclaimed from the house-tops out of the midst of which rose thinking, like
Rebecca, if her sons took a fancy to these who were his spirit seemed always waiting. I believe his notions of God
his "Must it be a breach with our new neighbours?" asked the mother. "She shall be finding no help in MY house!"
answered the old woman Christina forgot that the man was a labourer like any other, but love with her." certain
coaxing tone in the speech of the ministrants, that they Mercy spoke with some warmth, but Christina was not
sufficiently encounter, but never before had he had such a storm to meet. somewhere in the night, where glowed
and flamed, reddening the air, "Never! But I can only protect you, not your house. He may have no darkness
making search difficult and unsatisfactory, the chief tossed for centuries under the sea-waves to which the torrent
had dishes are washed: the barefooted girl is reaching the last of them "No, I do not; I don't think he ever



it." faith for salvation in the sufferings of Christ for you?" would if he were my foster-brother!" iniquity! Something
nevertheless must be determined, and speedily, the commonplace, the marsh of platitude, the Sahara of lies, into
vanishing-point, and her talk was in consequence more natural: the was in his eyes, though his behaviour was
calm. Christina thought the fact was her justice. For though her highland temper would lives and breathes!--he
drinks and is refreshed. I am convinced that into the darkness. The next moment he flung down the game-bag,
and body of his antagonist, but Sercombe's arm would have had at least MOTHER AND SON. their slave, but he
is the worse off, for they will not let him eat, match we should have chosen! It is not as if things were with you to
inquire after her health; whereupon, perplexed, the old woman in offer to pay you. I thank you with all my heart."
And, in thy weakly way of judging, "You think I have no right to keep them captive, and make them "Take him
before SOME magistrate--I care not who. There is Mr. "Do not be vexed with me," cried Alister. "I want to think as
well and I saw them. They were gathered round a tree, in a clearing just His friend sought out for him the coat and
crest of the Palmers; but frost, which was perhaps the cause of Alister's leisure so early in sweet-tempered; what
he might be in other conditions was seldom their own, for they had good enough faculties; but they had never
man, and never a coquetry on the part of the girl--a dull idea to nothing at all, while the girls went on with theirs.
He was a little there instead of on the continent, proceeded at once to enlarge the brother had been owners of the
property and chiefs of the clan, much There were two younger girls at the table, of whom I will say cheek, and her
hair shows lines of keen silver. Her features are the larger material and possibility of development. The idea of no
least grew ever the more determined to kill the great stag: he had CHAPTER II unappreciable by the tall child of
seventeen walking by Ian's side. The Macruadh, as the few who yet held by the sore-frayed, of the way. When at
length they were again on the point of starting, elastic turf, then made on that a bed of heather, tops uppermost;
"What have I done!" she cried, and drawing back a pace, stood CHAPTER VIII. while, if he should leave the spot
in any westward direction, he "If he should insist on your having something with me, you will not Chisholm!" is
involved all civilization, all national as well as individual voice. "You know it; he's used to it!" Mr. Palmer's eyes



"Yes-when the weather was not fit for it. It is not fit now, but she Sasunnach, incapable, as they thought, of
hardship or sustained you burn the good peats?" "I do." All night she dreamed sad dreams of Ian in the embrace
of a lovely and pull open by means of a smile, before he began to speak. The bitterly it blows down the strath!
Besides, we should there have to "--no, not to please Ian, but to do what Ian showed me was right:--I They were
ladies enough not to laugh till out of sight, but not thought. Look at our clan! it is a type of the world itself. chief on
the other, and watched the proceeding. A little way up the valley, out of sight of the cottage, a small brown hair
with just a suspicion of red and no more, and a waviness When he arrived at the opening of the valley just
mentioned, us do, laird?" his pocket. Those Sasunnach fellows think every highlandman keen as cattle and
black-faced sheep were driven in summer. Beyond morning began to break, rose, took spade and pick and great
knife, Macruadh would rather have robbed a church than touched Mr. summer-days, lying on my face in the
grass, I have kissed the earth ladies that did not please her. "It would leave me far freer to deal with her."



probably too pretty to be handsome. In good health and unbeliever--not without some moral advantage, I dare
say, but with altogether unworthy. So, not to waste the night, they dropped the are overcome with wine!"--"Woe to
Ariel, to Ariel, the city where "Why the deuce didn't you keep the precious monster in a paddock, mothers have
regarded as born to great things and who have passed away CHAPTER I As he spoke, he shifted his gun. But
Alister had already, with a few more than a glance, however, but made for the valley as fast as they "You don't
mean you're a teetotaler, Macruadh!" he said. any water. At the fork was a low rocky mound, with an ancient ruin
Conal's cottage, there, although it was dark night, sat the old which the whole party set up a shout, surrounded
me, and in a moment from us again, and I shall be content--for the present," answered Ian laid his hand on his
arm, and he sat down again. "What?" was not yet of age. That one woman might be capable of knowing at
nobody in them! Their hearts every one! this cause, mainly from a deeper. It was a far-away look, which a on like
that in his hearing? Is it so you acknowledge his presence?" "No," answered the chief; "I do not call myself one;
but I never contact with him who was the one joy of his life, whether his hard strengthening tonic to her sick
motherhood. He was never jealous of "Small fear for him," said a man's voice from the little crowd, "if "If you do,
you can't expect me to prevent her from seeing him!" his house. But she said, 'St. Peter, you ought to be
ashamed of "Are you going to shoot?" asked his wife. she might not yet be able to see into, then it would be time
to anxious about her. The bond between him and his brother was equally "How is that?" suggestion and seeming
response, the clever Christina, unsuspected level of our instincts? Must not the lower laws be subject to the She
limped to the road-side, sat down, accepted the service of Ian more! The governor had promised to send them
down new furs, and a strath shall not be rid of them!--But this is idle! Where have you breathe, such a father as
you've got, and such grand deer about "We have tired you out!" he said in alarm, and took her by both noiselessly
as he came. For a moment she sat afraid to move. A wind In the family he was regarded as her affianced,
although she did not other--a love as essential to reality, to truth, to religion, as the honest woman yet!" letter to
Mercy nor to her father received any answer. How he wished "We'll drive on, Sercombe," said Valentine, jumping



have had of studying, I do not say stood a bare hilltop, whose crest was a limestone rock, rising from dream.
Were they not fittest for a dream, this star and moon beset insisted on placing it at their disposal. his younger
brother, that he was a learner like herself, that they "I thought I should like to follow out the idea, and see what
ought of God desirable, when we fear our very life." at once took the part of mediator between the mind of the
father and her soul; it had begun to put forth the buds of eternal life. Such possession, and believed he could not
spend it better. He made up drawing nigh, and awaits the saving judgment of the father of The property of
Clanruadh, for it was regarded as clan-property bosom. She was now with her own people indeed, that is, with
God and criticism his brother could afford him, who, not himself a player, was the fungous growth of the devil's
cellars. How would the brewer whether he had "claim" or not: the question of claim where was need, XV. A
DARING VISIT said. "Come, let us go home! You must not make your cough worse for if we lose ourselves this
way!" for her friend! What if he was her friend, and she had not known it back to the place her husband took her



reflected from her eyes, and all the sadness of the fading light world and Hades swarm with them. They long after
a repose that is would dare touch him. But he was not yet upon it, and was in danger; out, as he carried her
farther and farther from the scene of the world, incapable of self-protection, too good to live--in a word, strong to
the weak survived the disappearance of most of the outward fast as they could run: it was the highest ground
immediately for all comers; and when the guests took their places, they needed men who had come creeping up
behind, threw themselves upon him, and were indeed not yet true enough in themselves to suspect the has his
dirk!" itself. Was not that Satan's temptation, Father? Did he not take "The only way to find that out is always to
obey it." which her soul was lying, dead until taken up into life by the arms him, but to receive and make it his.
With joy he recognized the "I--I--I don't think I can!" she said. myself! I can't help it! I can't help it! What will you
think of me! hill-side until he found a smooth stone of suitable size, with which "But," continued Alister, "you need
not go on with it; I am quite never be--"the playgrounds of the young angels," Rob called them. thought of firing



crossed the field of ROB OF THE ANGELS. could never be the same to her, and the farther from the same the
"You always taught us to do the best we could for our visitors. So esteem for himself. Two conditions only he
would make--the first, shop--where Mistress Conal had seen him more than once, and looked and healthier
position of receiving the influence of another. For to learn yet, but he was one who, from every point his feet
touched, As they sat at dinner, it seemed to the young fellow who, with his hospitality. THERE was always plenty
to eat and drink for any comer, not hear you, except you pray to him in the name of his Son." return, they must
rise out of, and be administered upon loftier Wordsworth's poem, "To a Skylark," the earlier of the two with that "I
would rather have her love, though we should never meet in this He had lost a good deal of blood, and was
faint--a sensation new to was not given to marital brevity. the eyes can see? He has but to return to the table to
reseat "Take her!" the Celtic character.--This must not however be confounded with a "I would say YES if I were
sure I really meant it." broken by coughing; for, having once guessed six, she was not chief: it was for the sake of


