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POEM FOR ANALYSIS

Barbie Doil (1971)

"This girlchild was born as usual

and presented doils that did pee-pee

and miniature GE stoves and irons

and wee lipsticks the color of cherry candy.
Then in the magic of puberty, a classmage said:
You have 2 great big nose and far legs.

She was healthy, tested inmlligeng
possessed Strong arms and back,

abundant sexual drive and manual dexterity,
She went o and fro apologizing.

Everyone saw a far nose on thick legs.

She was advised o play coy,
exhorted to come on hearty,
exercise, diet, smile and wheed]e.
Her good nature Wore out

colonial Salem, reason Was overcome by emotion, Indeed, the term “witch hun”
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fike a fan belt.
So she cut off her nose and her legs
and offered them up.

In the casket displayed on satin she lay
20 ) with the undertaker’s cosmetics painted on,
a turned-up putty nose,
dressed in a pink and white nightie.
Doesn’t she look pretry? everyone said.
Consummation at last.
To every woman a happy ending.

[~
w

1. After reading Marge Piercy’s poem, «Barbie Doll” several times, explain the

AY\SM)@( —'\/h LSf action and events of the final two stanzas. Whar ambiguity and/or irony do you
3 i e notice?
quesnon

o

Write out a potential theme for this poem. Which lines from the poem support

this theme? Give two to three specific quOLations.

w

3. Look up the history of the Barbie doll. Why does Piercy use “Barbie Doll” as the
ritle? Why does she not mention the doll again in the poem? What is the effect
of this ambiguity?

4. Consider current images of women in pop culrure and the media. How might
this poem, first published in 1971, demonstrate an issue that sull resonates
today?

5. Read the following student essay, written as an in-class, timed writing assign-

ment. What is the thesis (or claim)? Does her explanation of the theme of
“Barbie Doll” match your understanding of the poem? Why or why not?

: é Simone Weatherly
*  Professor Perkins
ENC 1141

19 February 2015

Life as Plastic

In society’s ever-judging eyes, there is no better measure of a woman’s
worth than her physical beauty. The ideal woman must be dainty and sym-
metrical, flawless of skin, and thin. The heaith of the woman does not matter;
she can, and sometimes will, starve herself until she is able to count every
fib and has to hide her gaunt, discolored face beneath layers of makeup in
this pressured pursuit of perfection. Beauty is often painful: it is hunger and
anxiety, uncomfortable clothing and surgeries. There is nothing beautiful about
letting society mold a human being into a fiving Barbie doll, filke what happens
to the “girlchild” in Marge Piercy’s poem, “Barbie Doll” ().




