Introduction

Immigrant Transnationalism between Two Empires

“East is West and West is East,” wrote Jizaemon Tateishi, a Japanese immigrant
student at the University of Southern California in 1912, criticizing the bipo-
larities of the Orient and the Occident. “By this I do not mean that the outward
manifestations of the two are similar,” he continued. “I mean if you go deep
into the very heart of the people of Japan, the inner life in which we live, and
move, and have our being, is essentially Anglo-Saxon.” Riichiro Hoashi, an-
other USC student, challenged the same “too broad generalizations” that failed
people like Tateishi and him:

Born in Japan and educated in America, we are neither Japanese nor
Americans but are Cosmopolitans; and as Cosmopolitans we may be al-
lowed to express our opinions, freely and frankly, for nothing but Cos-
mopolitanism can be our ideal since we have transcended the narrow
bound of nationality and race.?

Thought-provoking and even postmodern as these statements may sound, nei-
ther Tateishi nor Hoashi became a famous intellectual or a leader in the Jap-
- anese immigrant community; indeed, their lives in America are scarcely known.
But their personal trajectories are not as important as what their utterances
ignified in the context of their time and place. In the early twentieth century,
whether they lived as merchants and store clerks in the urban ghettoes of “Little
okyos,” as farmers and field hands in the remote valleys of California, or as
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kers in the rugged mountains of the Sierra Nevada,
immigrants from Japan formed a group of “aliens ineligible for citizenship,”
and they were collectively under pressure O justify their presence in the United
States. As college students, Tateishi and Hoashi happened to have an ability to
present their shared quandary intelligibly in the public discourse and ask for
reconsideration of the terms in which their American existence was understood.

he story of how Japanese immigrants (Isse) generally

Their lives form t
made sense of the dilemma of living across the purported Fast-West divide and
of bounded national and racial

related binaries. Not only did the disavowal

categories by the two students crystallize the heterodox attributes of the Issel
but their

under the established orders of the American and Japanese states,
also akin to what scholars have recently celebrated as
«(ransnationalism.” Despite the claim O cranscend the confines of nation and

al thinking was nonetheless constantly counter”

race, the Tssei’s transnation
checked by orthodoxy that was closely linked to nation-building and the dom-

inant racial politics. The psychic and political engagements that these Japanese
had with white America and imperial Japan complicate the meaning of trans-
nationalism, which necessitates a NeW paradigm of analysis and approach to the
usual saga of immigrant struggle.

From the viewpoint of America’s racial doctrine, the “Orientals” were sit-
uated beyond the pale of nationhood, as enshrined in the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882 and the U.S. Supreme Court ruling against Japanese naturalization
four decades later. Accusations of Japanese immigrant communities being “out-
posts of [the Japanese] empire” were not uncommon in the public discourse-

In 1938, a popular travelogue writer contended that even though the Issei had
ters (Nisei) were born as

lived in California for years and their sons and daugh

«chere is something that persists 1n the Japanese heart” that al-
legedly made them forever loyal to Japan—and, by implication, hostile to
America. The blind allegiance that the two generations of Japanese Americans

owed to the “Divine Emperor . . - has been there [in their racial heart] for more

than two millenniums,” the writer asserted, “and it will not be stamped out in
he other side of the Pacific,

a few gf:neraLtions.”3 In much the same way, on T
the foreign minister of Japan declared proprietary rights to the Nisei according
to that nation’s OWn racial ideology: “1 hold their Japanese blood dear and
essential. . . . To preserve cheir racial strength, the Japanese government must
exert itself the best it can.”* The hegemonic constructions of racial and national
belonging or nonbelonging, emanating from both states, posed fundamental
challenges to the Issei (and Nisei) in terms of how they defined their relation-
ships to, and actually engaged with, both their adopted country and their native

land.
This book examines the development of transnational ideas, practices, and
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politics among Ja S .
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international paradigm busu'e .’1 c.a\ll to Asian American scholars for fies,
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ican history within th . » most scholars have kept Japanese -
the subject only a5 2 nzticoor?j(r;::) of the Ame‘ncan domestic narrzl:tive, tr?mmir
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b throu’gh lzzzlans ai}ee.d to confr(')nt the bounded meanin;:nocfe :: n.cosmo-
e analysis of the discursive strategies and every dayazon ;.md
ractices

g
that tlle immigrants adopted a[ld deployed Ielatl\/e to dle d.l“el ent hegemoﬂlc
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interstitial (not transcendental onal perspective”—one that stresses th

states. The findings of th?: z gature of their lives between the two nation?

accepted the legitimacy o fthes udy .reveal that Japanese immigrants generall
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tight grips and the clashine ; f;ates and Japan. The Issei operated under the

promoted its respective rog N ;lencf:s of these state powers, each of which
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s two nation-states, societies, and cultures. Like oth Zne
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literary critics, SCress the constant movements of “transmigrants,” the fluidity
and multiplicity of their identities, and their simultaneous positioning in a
politicocultural sphere inclusive of two or more nation-States. Influenced by
Immanuel Wallerstein’s world-systems perspective, structural-based transnavion-
alism focuses more On the process by which migrants emerge out of contradic-
tions in international capitalism, and how they move, work, and construct new

forms of social relationships within the network of a global economic system.'”
ally important components

These sets of cransnational contexts constitute equ
of this study’s conceptual framework, but in light of the interstitial nature of
Japanese immigrant experience, the term transnational—when casually used—
can be quite misleading, for it may connote something «deterritorialized” of
someone «denationalized.” Tn order to avoid such inferences, T specifically define
my approach as inter-National.
Since the consciousness of Japanese immigrants was wedged firmly between
che established categories of Japan and the United States, the relationships that
they developed and maintained in the interstices were ambivalent, unsettled,
and elusive. Because they were always faced with the need to reconcile simul-
raneous national belongings as citizen-subjects of one state and yet resident-
members (denizens) of another, the Tssei refused to make a unilateral choice,
electing instead to take an eclectic approach to the presumed contradiction
nd American. Japanese immigrant identities, to0,

between things Japanese 2
moved across and between the bounded meanings and binaries of race and
judgments by

pation that each regime imposed upon them, rejecting exclusive
cither. As such, their ideas and practices were situational, elastic, and even
The analysis of Japanese

but always dualistic at the core.

inates the intricate agency of these historical actors,
fused elements of nationalist arguments, modernist
1 and white America."!
themselves into quasi
selves as quintessential

inconsistent at Times,
immigrant eclecticism illum

who selectively took in and
and racist thinking from both imperial Japa

assumptions,
d to transform

This is the process by which the Issei trie
whites, despite their ancestry, i an effort to present them

Americans.
Notwithstanding its transnational framework, this study highlights the em-

beddedness of Japanese immigrants within one national order, and hence the
limits of their cosmopolitanism. Despite the dynamic {nteractions that the im-
migrants and their descendants had with Japan and the United States, their
daily physical existence Was under the sovereign power of the latter. In other
words, while they were caught between the conflicting ideological and often
repressive apparatuses of the two nation-states, their bodies were anchored in
America, their interests rooted in its socioeconomic structure, and their activities
disciplined by its politicolegal system. Giving primacy to the actual physical
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e their husbands tackled the more pub-

sion of racial politics, like propaganda, court battles, and economic
class, and gender in Issel lives, this

derpinning of Japanese immigrant

with the middle-class white model, wh
lic dimen
struggles. By analyzing the interplay of race,
study elucidates the essentially American un
transnationalism.

The Issei’s embeddedness in the
does not mean that they lived a homo

This book often examines the local co
ces within varied regional confi

political economy of the United States
geneous American experience, however.
ntext—the patterns of social relations
nes—as opposed to a uniform national

the question of the local versus the global has attracted much
{ transnationalism, who attempt to understand the am-
an subject in society, economy, nation,
s the preponderance of everyday ex-
he immediate surroundings, interpreting identity for-
mation and chnic destiny, but of political choice”

in the microlevel entanglements of power.'* As much as Japanese immigrants
were situated in the transnational space as a result of their crisscrossing the
Pacific Ocean, they also negotiated their in-betweenness through politics that
grounded their concerns and agendas in the welfare of each local community
dotting the American West. Against the context of international, domestic, and
Jocal social locations, Japanese immigrants projected manifold, regionally di-
tities upon their collective self as an American minority that was,
part of the Japanese nation-state.

Issei accountable for their actions and inaction,
and their complicity and resistance. It scrupulously

considers the multiplicity of social positions, which helped to mold habits of
mind and behavior among Japanese immigrants.”” Because intraethnic, inter-
cthnic, and international social relations prescribed how they understood and
lived their lives, Issei always vied with one another for power within each local
Japanese community, clashed with other minority groups for survival under

white ascendancy, and tried to rival their homeland compatriots in nationalist
contributions. And when reevaluated in this context, Tateishi’s reworking of
d Hoashi's rejection of the “narrow bound of

Rudyard Kipling’s binarism an
nationality and race” reveal more than just academic critiquing. Despite their
college educations, the two men probably lived among their countrymen and
women of more humble backgrounds in an ethnic ghetto. And like other Issei,
Tateishi and Hoashi were accused of posing a threat to the white civilization
even though they came to this land to embrace it. Drawing from such real-life
ch all “Orientals” shared in early twentieth-century America,
ments of Japanese-white likeness, East-West parallelism, and
al act of social maneuvering.

their pronounce
immigrant cosmopolitanism constituted a radic

and practi
context. Recently,
interest from theorists 0

sitioning of the Asian Americ

biguous po
This study emphasize

culture, and history.

periences and reality in t
behavior as “a matter not of e

vergent iden
at the same time,
This study holds the

choices and judgments,

their

experiences, whi

INTRODUCTION

Their formulati

that kept the Ist:e)in ssoéliZIl Onlﬁ CZ['lteSted the norms of American race relations
Peril” fear, which alienytsz O}: inate but also attempted to debunk the “Yellow
claim  place. The ide:of; C:)S;rzpi'ﬁznithe socie;y in which they wished to
shios with th : : sm sought to redefine their relation-
qufnce of theeirt‘:s; ?aattil(:)r:l—s“tgtes to which they were connected as the cons:—
osition, indeed, bugt . fuil ast Ls' West, \Wefst is East” is an intriguing prop-
analysis of the convoluted i nilp[‘)rematlon of its layered meanings requires an
the divided spheres of civili rTngram VYoﬂd that developed in the interstices of
the Issei’s agency against thzau(;rlls-’fnanon—sme.s’ and races. Only by measuring
transnational space that 1in1i zl htl aceted'. relations, interests, and struggles in a
understand the rotality of ed the two éldes of the Pacific Ocean can we truly
complex motives and deSireapanese 1mm1grant experience, which was moved by
I s, some of which were contradictory and nonsensical

Focusing on the i :
eXperiengce o ;‘;ﬂgl;etr;cin Wesstilthxs book cbronicles the Japanese immigrant
anese Americans into tw 091;'&‘ c Olflirs have dlvi.ded the prewar history of Jap-
and the transition to the emeior phases: the mlgration of the first generation
o this scheme, Japanese i gence of all-American Nisei patriots. According
influx of single male labor errr;nilggtrinolf);t;:een ”1885 ;nd 1908 ushered in the
‘0 Hawaii ‘ _ sage”—who intended to “soj »
dekasegi le:j t;z ucrcl);ltlmegtal 'glmted .States, a practice commonly knci:vlrlln;s
o Agree,mem < tvzo , v:z; the rise of anti-Japanese agitation, the Gen-
labor migration across th:e; .?ikyo _and Washington abruptly put a halt to
their family members from ecihc: Sinee bon_a fide residents could still bring
bilateral agreement were ijaq to the United States, immigrants after the
residents—whose arrival Prel ominantly women—mostly wives of male Issei
tncrease of American-bo:cc;]'er%tcjd the fOrmaFion of Japanese families and the
of institutionalized racisnj1 corllszil:;dt }:) j;‘l;ieric;n West. Meanwhile, the perl
them of vari - e nt Japanese immigrants, strippi
perpereal fo rl:i:,i frc;hﬁic?econokrlmc rights and relegating them gto the stafuzn:)%
brohibited the ent . " i924, the enactment of the National Origins Act, which
gration phase. In tr}}l’e hisin r%llaglri-ms from Japan altogether, ended the first mi-
e e analorl.call iterature on this phase, racism and labor have
United Statec.i5 ytical themes for understanding the Japanese in the
This study incor .
;aﬁsm .into thg analyin)SO rj;eih?‘i;:;;s?ﬁem_es > ﬂatl?n-building and imperi-
;{Axmencan society between the 1880 lcglraUOﬂ experience and adspration to
Aimmigrant history from the inter—N:titrzllaJthe 1T Unde?smnding Japanese
to the timing of their d perspective requires close atention
‘ eparture from Japan and entry into the United States
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Their premigrant experiences were shaped, first, by the emergence of a modern
Japanese archipelago that rudely invaded their familiar social

nation-state on the
f the two major expansionistic powers in the

world, and, second, by the rise 0

Pacific.
Though a majority were of working-class origin, Japanese emigrants were

still very diverse in their social and intellectual backgrounds. Corresponding
to the process of nation/empire-building in Japan, the convoluted nature of

migration chiefly mirrored how inconsistently various segments of
modernized.” Because distinct classes
rather

Japanese ¢
the Issei population were nationalized or
ts identified with the Japanese state in different ways, tensions,

characterized the relationships of Issei with their native
attempted to fit the emigrants into the mold
preted preconceived national cat-
hegemonic “American” meanings
hem in defense of their diasporic

of emigran
than congruencies,
country. While the Japanese state
of the ideal imperial subject, many Issei inter
egories differently, often blending them with

posed by white exclusionists and deploying t

community.

The American West constituted a borderland where America’s westward

m met Japanese imperialism around the question of immigration
from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth centuries2! It was also where
different national ideals and ideologies clashed, became intertwined, and fused
through the interplay of the nativist push for racial exclusion and the immigrant

he turn of the twentieth century marked the consolidation

of a Euro-American regime on the “frontier,” in which a rigid racial hierarchy
ations of Asian and Mexican

was established over the growing “alien” popul

origins.22 Not only did the geopolitical context of the borderland fashion the

form of exclusionist and assimilationist politics there, but it also promoted the

appropriation of Japanese and American colonial thinking by many Issei, as
lity and justified their rightful

they fought the Orientalist charges of unassimilabi
place in the frontier land. As advocates of the new Western history show, the

American West has always been 2 meeting place of various ideas, interests, and
powers; Japanese at chis site of cross-cultural mixing must likewise be seen as
ntanglement and contestation across multiple national spaces.”

oncept of the borderland, this book tackles the interconnect-
ruggle that unfolded in the

expansionis

struggle against it. T

players in an €
Adopting the ¢
edness of the colonialism, migration, and racial st
complex social space of the American West.

This book commences by placing Issei migr
Japan’s transpacific expansion and America’s continuous con-

ntier at the turn of the cwentieth century. The massive exodus
n, coinciding with the empire’s inception, para]leled
branch of Japanese imperialist thought——“eastward
d the Western Hemisphere as its own “frontier.”

ation and their settlement in

the contexts of
quest of the fro
of labor migrants from Japa
the development of a major
expansionism”——that viewe
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This impulse w:
ica-—ong that ei;ecc::(?(t)}?eted by-t%l? westward manifest destiny of white Amer-
in 1898. Unearthing this ne a1C qmzlt'lon Of Iflaw.aii, the Philippines, and Guam
major discoutses on emi ratg ecte %mperlahst rivalry, chapter 1 explores Japan’s
of Issei. As various form% ofl ZZ;)Z‘::Z}; ilslflgled ti Prcl)dl;lce heterogeneous groups
of debasesi i e ought clashed with the i
]apanese%;iﬁggz; Seta}intl; solidarity or common identity barely eXiEtr:c%?rit;;m
multuous besitod € outset, The ﬁrst chapter sets the stage for th }_;
Cha[:'ter.sg 2 Zﬁzig o Isselgoqety and its history in America N
3 trace the contentious .
From the turn of th processes of community formation.
immigrants took s;a;eciﬁtizc[hroug-h the 19 108 2 unified leadership of elite
California. Tn parmerdhip with em with the rise of anti-Japanese agitation in
proclaimed Issei leadersimo lmembers of the Japanese diplomatic corps, self-
tutionalized an immigrant stly urban, entrep reneurial, and educated—insti-
cociation e thit 'control mechanism in the form of the Japanese as-
colution 1o racial eXdusicC);lSStcilrossed the Americ.an West. Envisioned as a key
form the masses of laboriné m(::;l F;izfi:;inc;f S(-)Clal .diSCiP lining sought to trans-
simultaneousl . 1en 1nto imperial subjects, who ¢
o Progrezsirﬁev illlllznif 1?11'ner1ca.1n life and citizenship. Ai(in to the Hf;‘_;lld_
onto ordinary Issei a bourge ¢ 1s:dproject of racial uplift attempted to inscribe
and womanhood. ahich ugnzls mi dle-clasi understanding of civility, morality,
in the language of universa erscored.the ‘whiteness” of Japanese immigrant;
were modernist assum tio: ?Odemlty. C.entral to immigrant moral reform
gendered expectations pNotS Olmce and nationhood that subsumed classist and
ets but also vociferouély roOn y erzbkr)aced ka ]aPan’s elite and immigrant lead-
Japanese—in their ViSiOnPOfPa%ate y Cahforma exclusionists—albeit against
2 feld of accommodation beiw uroi:entnc. America, those assumptions formed
the early twentieth centu Cheen incoming Japanese and receiving whites in
gence of ideas and précti?;.s lap_ter 2 therefore looks at the curious conver-
ciucated eloments of Looci H: :t:rnedtzv respectirxlrﬂe nation-building among the
. . omen, lo i H .
Californians. The chapter also sheds light on theiljy Zisve(:;ilr?cl: aftrsc;rr?n(idwhlte
inary

g
laparlese mimi [a.nts, W }10 never serio LlSly lleeded t}le Cllte vVision Of ldeal cltizen

)

An .

- “rac;}:e; ufi)roc;,l :o:;ever,' 31m.ultaneously served to construct the collectivity

sions on the borderlind(.esinlsrzzzlc;gznrtjc?aﬁaL];l lc li?tsses E'L:ld ot P

o ! ‘ ‘

k ::f;ﬁi;uiil g:znr;ljrt}ci iis'so?aiirmatiori C’h;;Ctler ;usjarl(sh;aittfih:a;te};e
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as “the Japanese in America [zaibei dobo)”—on the basis of shared interests in
and concerns with power relations in the American West. Examining the critical
linkages between white exclusionist politics and immigrant counterstruggles,
this chapter explores the grassroots level of community formation, which co-

grant leadership during the first

incided with the partial consolidation of immi

two decades of the century.
Situated between the heav
movement and wartime incarceration,
largely forgotten phase of Japanese American hi
narrative treated the decades of the 1920s and th
moment in the evolution of two generations of Japanese Americans from “for-
eign” immigrants €0 full-fledged Americans. What can be termed the “immi-
of Japanese American history has helped to buoy the myth of
which celebrates the incorporation of foreigners as
symbolizing the promise and triumph of American democracy. A part of lib-
eral assimilationist ideology, the paradigm dismisses the Old World traits of
a major roadblock to national inclusion. As the first generation
the second generation represents the “mar-

ily studied subjects of the Japanese exclusion
the interwar period (1924-1941) is 2
story. The orthodox historical
e 1930s as a mere transitional

grant paradigm”
American exceptionalism,

immigrants as
symbolizes “foreign” in that scheme,

estranged from both the immigrant past and American society. In
Japanese American history, the interwar years, especially the 1930s, are generally
ime when the Nisei began t grapple, under the obstinate in-
fluences of their Issei parents, with the challenges that all marginal men were
supposed to encounter along the universal path to becoming Americans? In
isionist scholarship has complicated that master narrative, in-
g the unique “bicultural” or “dual” nature of Japanese Amer-
re the Pacific War.26 The new scudies remind us of the fallacy

se American lives from the standpoint of polarized national/
_America binary that has

cultural identities and allegiances—the Japan-versus

obfuscated the nuanced experiences of Issei and Nisei in a transnational poli-
ticocultural space. Japanese Americans politics of dualism indeed provides a
crucial context for a more sensible understanding of the internment years, al-
though this book only suggests certain aspects of the continuities and discon-
prewar and wartime Japanese America.”’

he interwar period, this book systemat-

ically revisits the historical omissions that have rendered Japanese immigrants
tead of a natural pro-

as perpetual foreigners in our historical knowledge. Ins

gression or historical inevitability, a politics of social negotiation played a prin-

cipal role in Japanese Americans’ adaptation to the exigencies of the new reality

after racial exclusion in the American West. The interwar chapters, like the
upon a wide range of primary source documents in both

carlier chapters, draw
English and Japanese. Because this book probes the interstices of hegemonic
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tations with their Asian competitors just as imperial Japan fought and con-
quered their countries of origin. Finally, this form of nationalism suppressed
internal diversity, thrusting heterodox lives, acts, and ideas into the rubric of Part I
middle-class citizenry that it strove to construct in the ethnic collectivity. Rather ‘
than repelling white supremacy with nationalist indignation, leading immigrants :!

forged an identity of being “honorary whites” around the notion of proper Multipl e Be » .
“Japanese” thinking and conduct, and they successfully persuaded the rest glnnlngs
of the community to acquiesce to it. Thus, even in the pro-Japan activities
of the Issei can be seen a deep-seated desire for inclusion in America. Viewed
from this standpoint, the idea of divided loyalties, which the immigrant para-
digm presupposes in the problem of immigrant nationalism, simply does not
hold up.

This study raises questions and unravels assumptions about race, nation,

migration, and history that have misled many scholars into thinking in terms
of bounded definitions and essentialized categories. Much of human experience
resists being framed into the confines of national histories, and that is most
true of immigrants—including Japanese—whose lives unfold somewhere long
before they actually immigrate. Although challenging national histories and
nationalist historiographies from the Issei’s cransnational perspective, this study
nevertheless does not conclude with an emancipatory vision of escape from, or
an inspiring story of opposition to, the tyranny of the national.?® The most
prevalent version of Japanese immigrant cransnationalism articulated their pro-
found anxieties about being excluded from white America, being marginalized
in the society in which they lived, and being subordinated as the consequence
of racist legislation. Unlike black “double consciousness,” for example, the Issei’s
politics of dualism did not stem from ambivalence about the singular nationality
of a racist regime and a diasporic self-understanding that aspired to transcend
it.2 Transnationalism instead allowed Japanese immigrants to strategize NewW
terms of national belonging through their claims t their imperial Japanese

heritage. Rather than seeking to overcome che constraints of the American state
with cosmopolitanism, the Issei spun the meanings of racial authenticity and
cultural respectability only to the extent that they did not subvert the integrity
of the nation or disrupt the racial order of U.S. society. This paradox—the
potency of the national in transnationalism—is the central theme of Japanese
immigrant history before the Pacific War.




