1134} oIyM. IR 8 eAidng Jo ared J0O) TUIgSYe]
puE 9Jim IaUIoUE B} puBgsny I9T 18ty pajsadins
PR TSP "UAWO0M OM3 A7) U2amiaq padofea
-op 3eu1 dISTEOnE[RL SULAO] 21) JO $31LAM URIPIYD
OU {B3q PO TUIYSAET ‘LM ISIZ 2SOUM PUBQSTIY
TOYOI[R U JO JJIM PUODaS 3Y) ToIxTs Jv ‘eAridng
wAvopnasd 213 SaE1 OYM URLIOM TEIPUE UV

-sanunuo saveds payedardas-xas wy xas
PUE 3A0] “SABM BS3Y) [{B U] "BIWOM UIIMIIG 940] 0}
WA} PIOTPOLINT PRl SUNTU JIP|O 24} JBT[} PIssajuos
‘diysuonefal 152U} 10§ SSULIOYINE Y3 01 Paounou
-3p GUIAUOD JSKPPNG B UL SUNU OM) PUY 'S1240]
2HTRD3C 433 JRU) YONUWL 05 3 PIL0Ud Jualp d[ew
® M 2wosasr) v ul afefus 03 pany ‘noyziueny
ut sayni1sord oM USWIOM U33MIIQ XIS JO SANL
-fqissod ay3 19y 03 dn Suruado pue aay Sumad sy
FUIYORO] I9A0] T3 SB BZ PIIEITL, LOTABYRQ UEL]SI]
gm paSIRYD DIBW[[R0 19T 9OUSIULS 20 BULINC]
‘fousnbuyap jenxasordiay 10y reydueys ur paprel
Apporeadar weaq PEY oYM GRAET UL TEWOM ® fui
-123WI JO §I)LIM JR[OTDS B ‘BUIYY) Wi0I) sdjdurexa uj
‘sosodind xoy10 A[2IUR 10 PIUSISIp SUOLIISTT
UT UOTIOBJSTIRS [BTIXAS PUE JA0] PUNIO} dARY ‘SIBUI0
Suote SUNU PUE ‘SINIOM XI$ UIWIOM ‘Tosiid Ul
watropy, 'saoeds pajeSor8as-xas Ul IDIOUR UG JA0]
0] 2NUNL0Y oYM SHIB[O0YDS A[U0 JOU SI 3l PUy

"soBRLIIRIU 110G] OB ST} SJELIU
MOU W0} UDUIOM POLIIPWE SUNOA JUIOS PUE ‘SUMO]
ur yiom 03 08 Asty uaym joouds saye sdigsuone]
51 BAU} WBIUIRL USWIOM SUOS "LIA)SAs [RUOTEINPD
WIPPOL © JO 3511 DY} 0) PAIIBUUOD OSe e Aoy ‘sdiys
-UOQER] 98U JO UOHERWIIOY IT[} UE S|O0U2S JO 0uR)
-rodur o) pue Agpg pue Awiani Sprom Ysdug 2y
JO 811 2] Aq Pa3sIBENS SE gl UOT) RTINS [enjnw 10
snoxome 10§ Ayumioddo we sapiaod yorym ‘sdnoss
[eLs ur 10 suofe SuruapBus| ewqey jo dnoeid au pue
SIS 10§ SOUOWDID UOLRHIUY SUPN[IUL ‘SULIOJ [RIM
T [RUOTITPED UT $100X JARY S0 U ], AN[eNXds pue

| “Aortunpul ‘AUONSIUIOP JO $210) JNPE OJUT TONRZI[ED

-0s ap1a0xd sdrysuone(as Aqeq-Auruna 40U sey oym
UG PUE P> © ILIOQ SEY OUM UBLLIOM B T92M13q A)
-[RIIXDS 3O UOCISSHOSEP U0 00qe} B ST U1} YIEYM UL pUR
sauasqe a[ei AZua] Jo asnesaq apBel) a1k UAWOM
PUE USTI U23I3] SPUOQ OTUM UL JXJUO0D B U] £ /S
-, SIS 13pjo 01 SA1QRQ,, JO [0 9Y} L0 ) S[I8
wfunod ApyIS [ BOLFY INOS UL SIB00Uds Ny
pue epuop Suowe pue LAY Ul SPIF0OYdS Fuowre
1512 sdIySUONRIAT TRILUIS ‘SPHOQ [BNXas PUe 21wy
41 w0} A[Punnol jooys 1 uatrom Sunod quawicld
U1 10f EDUJY YIN0S 0} S1BISIN O PUdl USTT 134M
BOHY WINOS Ul ANUNOED 100d [[BWIS B ‘OT0SFT U]

ALYAX3ISOHILIH AYOSTNAWOD 10
SINIVHLSNOD 3H1 NIHLIM 3¥1S3C ANV IA01

(6007) ddny °[ oY
LI JO PHOM ¥

dn spray sno Sunm sSuiuies dooy pos 2p

ssassed ‘asnolq ssa[2Ads[s ‘S110Ys wpnULIag pre(d 1y
“Apoq poSe-afppru

s uerom ey ojut digs o1 Juidn sn jo e

paysn] 130dITe 1L JO Fulm 2J0TGM T,

“[1Teg ST} WOI} TOIS ISTIUTS IST 1Y) 2134 NOA §I 5B

No4 J8 pazed auoawmos pus ‘[o padim jad sou

av 34

311U OU NLOA T8 PIOO] 3ARY 1SR IHIOTT 04 58
prarg Jurard

woy wado s WO B a19Mm 3y ySnoy) s

1SOUL[E “LAPLEOM [IM 1JOS S{IUIS ST a1 e PyOO] puR

PR MIIP Y GIYA "20e] $1 Sem Yaed 199G 31 I10g

“SYINOTL 100 UT PRL[SNID SIS 243 3521

DIOD 3p4 ABME YOOT LUP[MIO? 3p) ‘SSSLITUNS

‘s1071d a1 'SISEIPTEMNS A “350{ weg 0)
By wo\mﬂmv a1 to7 Furrem Emmmmm,mmm
—Burgorem e atem M uteBe pue urele
i Furmorems Tepun ol mumu
. Buppns syams bue sioyied 1 dem sy
Suturout Ares U1 UL UED0 243 a1y sassiy
Usta®] passt] a1 Ing “asof o) pey oys mm:.\hmm h.u.m
surdeiu:
. PO nos spunod ey M3] ® palzres .umn
Ae1d spm PIeaq s1y Bunod sem wagy wm .ﬁm@wuvw
SEM 3YS 53g10p0 2 —_—
G2 L[uo ur PUMdRIRTY woiy

UMOP 11 3pen o:
ﬁo&ﬂmﬁmm NIOT w
PUBIST STFET 0 36

puanoie padd
Bunyred waa-

1241 JO sappuey
Toye Huoq p
Amen

passyy e

. 110

{£00z) ssug uay3
&3 8ing

q Bunu a8ie| oy
o asnads jorxasig A ] PasIpa oGgm Smm&oww
PUT ISOTY310 211 11y waay M0t 488 1 usaop HoOq 3T ol
= (1007 'ssaig reag samea .
%Eammtﬁ PP 40T w1 saunjuaapy mapg ..Ew&_‘ Wﬁ\:mv
x.xﬁ HM Aessa SUEL-BIRURS]Y BiLieRiepy mﬁﬁmwn uwm :
s%mm “Ewmﬁ Spoog aunueyeg yrox EE/U &P&& °
PP WA uatiop gy amog prodag tpouary EEERE N
. . P07 'd ‘vsiaq sy d2qreny w Ewom.v SY L
. (F66T ‘Sy0og uosATy ATOL MIN ) nuRIINYR By
i ¥ PUE STHINLT sutezor] Aq paaps 9np u\wm“mm
o& cm& [EMX3SHL 21BN a2y Ay gy ABorotpue o
] mm 7 o%ed wo 1 Fumes 1 momim aonb sy punoy
m: M:&:c? 1 (0661 I2STOE 3p zoung uﬂo& MIN}
1L owaw avir-ureaBagay 131] u1 pazonh ﬁumﬂw& G
CLpLTdd vprqr g
691 *d “pigt wr pmonb SV §
. “ srdepiqr e
16061 ‘101 ‘26—9¢ *dd W53/ 321 1eqren 7
. (8661 uoroN
SMOA MIN} stz f ing) fo afry v prasy ‘Aeny hﬁwmm T

S1L0N

o1 2B

UL UDIBIURIGY eiequeg
© (LM DA0] U} J7ef o3 Jer
st 3 sdetgsag -

10 Hze1 H_MOQMWMW
-do o WOHUod 0y st
1sn{ ) uaIe 1123109 oon
PUe v113s1547 J0 satog:

«SABM 10 pay
F0 1Ing se 1sn( ydeiGenn
Y jo \EBS%E.H MG J
Iy} Surpeas auoduy
SAT "UOPUOT ssig vzm:.
sdes ays ‘eopwy w s
ur Suiar) oy se woto,
POHLIBI MO § 247G “{Jaars
urod yorym 1e “ead X
usuIom pajep mm_.ﬁcmzm.m
ansmd 01 uo yuam oM 3
I2fym 1aw 1 wougm ue
SUS—PpIemyme Swiaq s pp



196 cuapTeR 4 | Sex, Power, and Infimacy

mother worked as a servant to support the family.
She also protected Supriya from their husband’s ad-
vances, since he had sex with prostitutes and Supriya
was afraid of contracting a venereal disease. The two
women slept together near the children, who consid-
ered both women their mothers, and their loving
friendship became sexual as well.* Another Indian
woman, interviewed when she was almost seventy,
told of her relationship with her co-wife: “Gradually
a friendship between us started to flourish. Inside
the four walls of the home, we would rub each
other’s back and look at each other’s bodies. We slept
in the same bed with our feet locked together.”

An Indian lesbian living in the United States re-
ports that when she was first involved with another
girl as a teenager in India, she suggested to the other
girl, “we should find a pair of brothers to marry so
that we could live in the same house and continue
our relationship. It seemed the closest thing to what
we viewed as normal”® In a case reported in the
Indian press in 1997, police arrested a young man
and woman whom they suspected of having eloped
under age, only to find that the young man was 2
woman. This was not the first time they had run off
together, so their parents did not want them to come
home. The families had already suggested that the
girls marry two brothers, “which would ensure that
they live in the same house” And a documentary
lm made in New Delhi in 2003 tells the story of two
womeq, one of them masculine, who announce that
if they have to marry, they want to marry brothers so
they can live together.®

Whether or not such negotiations go on in
other societies with polygynous marriage or joint-
family households—and there are suggestions that
they do in the Islamic Arab world as well—it is
clear that some women continue to make space for
their love within the constraints of compulsory
heterosexuality.”

MARRYING WOMEN

In 1996, the press in Malaysia reported that Azizah
Abdu! Rahman, a Malay woman, presented herself

- kRS

boy” and wearing “a chocolate-colored pair of slacks
and a purple t-shirt” Although it was Rohana’s fa-
ther who exposed Azizah, and Azizah claimed that
they married only when Rohana threatened to end
their relationship, Rohana told the press, “T did not
marry Azizah becauselam a lesbian” Although they
had had intercourse, Rohana denied knowing that
Azizah had a female body. While in prison for a zina,
a sex-related crime, Azizah, according to the press,
returned “to womanhood.” She claimed that she bad
married Rohana out of love and to prevent her from
“glipping through her hands into somebody else’s”*?
A Thai woman in her late seventies recalied a fe-
male couple who married in her rural village in the
1980s. “They got married formally. They married
like a man and a woman.” Although the Thai gov-
ernment encourages people 1o register marriages,
not everyone does so. And since weddings are not
regulated by Buddhism either, same-sex marriages
do occur. In this case, viltagers helped with and at-
tended the wedding between what they called “the
woman” and “the woman who was & man” “The
‘woman’ was very beautiful. Both of their parents
had the ‘woman who was a maw’ move into the
woman’s family house” (as is customary for ethnic
Thais). “Nobody said anything negative or mean to
them.”** :
Tn the 1990s in a very poor rural region of India,
Geeta, a wontan from a dalit, or “untouchable,” fam-
ily who was married to an abusive husband, met
Manju, an older woman whose masculinity had won
her a great deal of respect and power in her village.
They became friends at 2 residential school runbya
waormen’s organization devoted to equality and em-
powerment, and then they feil in love. As Geeta put
i, “I do not know what happened to me when [ met
Manju but | forgot my mas. I forgot that 1 had been
married. We were attracted to each other that we im-
mediately felt like husband and wife. . . . After that,
we did not leave each other. . .. I knew 1 could lose
my job. But I also knew it was impossible for me to
stop. . .. I was in grip of magic.”'? Geeta accepted
Manju as her husband at a Shiva temple, Manji's
family welcomed Geeta as daughter-in-law, and
Manju became both a second mother and a father to

T T

STILL CROSSING THE GENDER LINE

We have already encountered female-bodied women
ﬁwo secretly dressed as men and married women, But
itis important to add that, even in societies in which a
lesbian life in public became possible, some women
continued to cross the gender line and marry women.
In 1945 In New Zealand Mr. X, as the newspapers
called him, was arrested for marrying a woman, and
uniike in the earlier twentieth-century case of Percy
Carcol Redwood, the question of sexual deviance
came into play!® Mr. X told reporters that life as a
woman had been difficult because of his masculinity
and that he had successfully passed and worked as a
man for twelve years, even having his breasts removed
and registering for the armed forces during the Sec-
ond World Waz. Since he felt and acted like a man, the
relationship with his wife seemed normal, and both
were happy with the situation, The media focused on
his masculinity, not just in appearance—"tall, robust,
broad-shouldered and husky-looking, with a mop of
unruly black hair and a virile mien™—but also in be-
havior. His conversation was “frank and fearless,” his
room was messy, and he worked as a laborer and en-
joved male sports, including boxing.'* Yet both Mr. X
and his wife admitted to the police during the investi-
gation that they were “of the Lesbian type”!® Although
Mr. X insisted that his feelings and actions were “natu-
ral and normal,” the legal system and the media
thought differently.’® A Methodist minister proclaimed
that Mr, X’s “sexual maladjustment” demanded “some
form of skilled psychological treatment,” and the judge
denounced the marriage as “an extraordinary perver-
sion”" The couple was ordered to separate and seek
psychiatric treatment.

In the twenty-first century, in at least some places
in the world, it is possible, if not safe, to be openty
transgendered. Manel is a biologically female trans-
man from Sri Lanka who dresses, works, behaves,
and identifies himself as a man, Mane! described his
family’s reaction to him as he was growing up as a
masculine girl: “My family is confounded by my be-
havior. My sisters could not bring me into_ous vil-
lage society as a girl because of my manner of speech

1o - el . R
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change the birth certificate, burn the photos, make
up lies about when you were in the Boy Scouts, den’t
talk about it, don't show anybody the pictures. . ..
I'm very grateful that in the last few years, a nurmber
of people have really seriously challenged all of the
above: That you don’t have to, necessarily, identify as
a man."*? And his sexual identity is not based on the
gender of the person he is involved with sexuvally or
on his own body’s vagina {since he has not, like many
fernale-to-male transsexuals, had “bottom surgery,”
creation of a penis from the vagina). So neither dat-
ing a fem woman nor having penis-in-vagina sex
with a man would make him heterosexual. ‘

FEMALE MASCULINITY CONTINUED

If we consider the “troubling” rather than just the
crossing of the gender line, we find a whole range of ex-
pressions of fernale masculinity in the contemporary
world. Although the emergence of lesbian feminism
throughout the “First World” in: the 1970s and 1980s
fostered the creation of a supposedly androgynous
aesthetic along with the celebration of fermale values
and a critique of masculinity, female mascuolinity re-
mained and remains a central feature of many of the
worlds in which women love women.

In a contemporary Thai nightclub, for example,
Kot, with short hair and wearing men’s pants and a
button-down shirt over a white undershirt, explained
what it means to be a tom {from the English word
formboy): “1 always wanted to be a boy and even knew
how to pee standing up** When an old girlfriend
slept with Kot’s brother and then went back to Kot, the
brother angrily calied Kot a kathoey, a term meaning
transgender or third sex. Kot's mother joked that since
he was not using his penis much, he should give it to
Kot. Kot's new girlfriend, a dee {from the English word
lady) named Tee, also had boylriends. With Kot, she
would have sex only when she wanted it and the way
she wanted it. For Kot, that is just how women are.

In Hong Kong, “TBs” (tombaoys) go with “TBGs”
(tomboys’ girls}.?! The term TB originated in girls’
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The terms spread to the lesbian community, which
emerged in the 1990s out of private gatherings in
earlier decades. The use of TB avoided negative
terms in circulation and could be used in public
without alerting others to its meaning. TBs cut their
hair short, wear men’s clothes, and take care of their
girlfriends in ways they perceive as masculine. In les-
bian pubs, they drink beer and sing karaoke, choos-
ing male pop songs. As Yin-shing, a TB, put it, ‘A TB
must take care of her girlfriend; otherwise what’s the
point for her to keep a masculine appearance? ... A
masculine appearance means nothing if this TB does
not take care of her girlfriend and cannot afford her
girlfriend’s daily expenses”® And in Hong Kong
there is also the identity of “pure,” which means “pure
lesbian” and not TB or TBG. Hong Kong's integra-
tion into global society means that the Western no-
tion of & non-gender-differentiated lesbian identity
coexists with the gendered identities of TB and TBG.
In japan, male-identified female-born onabe
serve as sex workers in bars where they service het-
erosexually identified women. Featured in a docu-
mentary film, Shirjuku Boys, an onabe named Gaish
described his/her sense of self: “T cannot make my-
self more feminine. I don’t want to be a real man. If
people think I'm in between, that's OK with me. I
don't feel ke & woman in my mind. . . . I've always
been like this, it is natural to me.” They dress and be-
have as men, some taking hormones to grow a beard
and lower their voices. They make love to clients,
keeping their clothes on. Said Tatsu, another onabe
in the film, “I have heard lesbians take their clothes
off, but we orabe, we hate that”2¢
And consider the story of Phakamile and Cora,
Black South African lesbians.?” Phakamile is a
working-class butch woman who lives in a small
room attached to her parents’ house in Soweto. She
considers herself very masculine, despite her small
size. She plays soccer and smokes tobacco and mari-
juana, all expressions of masculinity. Most lesbians
in Soweto are butches who have relationships with
women who identify as straight. Phakamile is in love
with Cora, a middle-class woman who lives with her
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not open with her family about her identity, al-
though Phakamile spends the night with her oumnm
mmo:mr that her mother confronted them about be-
ing lovers yet has accepted Phakamile as a family
member. Cora is unusual in criticizing the butch-
fem dynamic, a contentious issue between them
Phakamile says she proposed to Cora at a monnﬁh
game, where she was one of the star players, but Cora
laughingly disagrees: “You know what . . . Phakamile
as butch as she i, | proposed to her. Really, E&Fv
Well, could see that . . . she was interested mv:m mmﬁ.
was afraid, and so | thought let me make things m,wm;
ier for her, you know and propose,”® ,
. s: all these examples suggest, there are both sim-
H_,mzamm and differences between toms and dees or
TBs mdm TBGs, on the one hand, and butches and
mﬁmm. in Western culture, on the other. Although
dominant Western notions of lesbian identities have
mmxmmm through the Internet, transnational gather-
ngs, and personal contact through travel, local
concepts of gender and sexual identities rmsw. by no
means been erased by processes of globalization
m.mmaw local ideas of what it means to love and am..
sire someone with a biologically alike body inter-
twine with Western concepts, and the mmommcﬁ
becomes local, in a metaphor developed by Tom
Boellstorff, like a dubbed film, 29 The dynamic of fe-
S&m.ammn&ﬁz% runs through all these stories, but
how it operates in each casc is shaped by the partic-
m_mm.w historical and socia circumstances. These pos-
mM_u;.mmmm put contemporary U.S, notions of “lipstick
lesbians,” “bois,” drag kings, transmen, and ammumﬁ;
queer” in a broader transnational berspective.

FRIENDS IN LOVE

Of the women who loved wormen whom we have en-
countered across time and place, some did not dif-
Hﬁﬁmwﬂma themselves as masculine and ferninine
Octﬁ.sww» female monastics, romantic friends, m:m.
sometimes schoolgirls seem instead to have eroti-
cized sameness, not difference. We find the phenom-
enon of falling in love with someone just like os.wm.&m
in lesbian feminism as it emerged in the Unjted
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STILL OTHER WAYS OF LOVING WOMEN

And all the preceding examples are just some of the

ways that women or female-bodied individuals con-

tinue to love women.

Working-class Creole (Afro-Surinamese) women

in Paramaribe, Suriname, form sexual relationships
with other women while maintaining ties with men,

sometimes husbands. This is called “mati work,”
meaning that it is not an identity but a form of activ-
ity. The relationship invelves emotional and financial
support, as well as sexual obligation. A thirty-seven-
vear-old mother of five, married to the father of two
of her children, explained mati this way: “love be-
tween two wormen is stronger than between a man
and a woman. . .. With a woman, you know what
you like sexually and so does she Such relation-
ships are accepted within the community without
their having any special significance for women’s sex-
ual identities or intimate relationships with men.

In Carriacou, the Caribbean island made famous
by Audre Lorde’s autobiographical Zami: A New
Spelling of My Namé, women who love and have sex
with other women are called madivine or zan, the
word Lorde adopted. Lorde wrote, “How Carriacou
women love each other is legend in Grenada, and so

is their strength and their beauty”?®

Throughout our journey, we have seen many and
various ways that women love other women. Some
find spaces in which their love can flourish, some
cross the gender fine to marry their lovers, some form
intimate friendships or marriage-like relationships,
some embrace gender blurring, some embrace femi-
ninity, some express their love in passionate language,
some simply make love to one another with hands,
objects, tongues, or vulvas,

In all these spaces, indigenous practices and un-
derstandings merge in a variety of ways with global-
ized concepts of what it means to be “gay” or “les-
bian” or “bisexual” or “transgendered.” Processes of
development that open up the possibility of eco-
nomic independence for women, increased access to
education, urbanization and social mobility, loosen-
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women and the possibilities for womerr’s lives, And
the result is a world of difference.
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