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Advanced practice nurses (most of whom are 4 i

hold pmtgmdu;lrc degrees in specialized m‘er' also rcg,sfc:red nurses)
autonomy, atus, and public respect o stmg ﬁclds: They now enjoy
hrorl‘xsimm]x. o that of many other
nitially. nursc‘—nl?chvivc‘s Posed little threat to organi ‘s

almost all served in poor, rural areas where fovy s,dmze?i medicine because
Now, nurse-midwives legally can write PrescriPti(i)::Ohd“;m?d i <
their services, but changes in insurance costs and reg; ‘;”. 1u nsurers for.
,‘,np()xsil)]v.' for them to work on their drivn. gulations have made it

Although pharmacy is a protfession, pharmacists’ autonomy is hampered b
i \%

medical dominance and by the corporatization Ofphmmcy AOlL TS
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crease their .'m'ton()my and power and reprofessionalize pharmacists have
romoted clinical pharmacy. Managed care also has mncreased pharmacists’

status by mvolving pharmacists in utilization review, disease management

and the development of practice protocols and formularies

Osteopathy has achieved professional status almost equal to medicine by

adopting beliefs and practices almost identical to that of medical doctors. As

a result, osteopathy’s independent identity has been threatened. In contrast
chiropractors have retained their unique identity and gained occupational :
status by increasing educational standards and remaining limited practi-
tioners, although some chiropractors continue to seek a wider role in health

care.
Alternative or complementary therapies are therapies that are neither

widely used by doctors nor typically taught in medical schools even if

they sometimes are covered by health insurance. Little is known about

the eftectiveness of these therapies. Interest in alternative healing is
growing not only among American consumers but also among allopathic

doctors.
Before the nineteenth century, direct-entry midwives delivered almost all

American babies. Direct-entry midwives lost this status because of growing

public belief in science, competition from doctors, their low status as
women, and the lack of strict licensing and educational requirements.

Direct—entry midwifery has reappeared in response to dissatisfaction with
medicalized childbirth, but it remains a marginalized occupation with very

few clients despite evidence of its safety.
Curanderos are folk healers with no Jegal standing and no formal training
Who function within Mexican and Mexican American communities. They
"tcognize both Western and non-Western categories of disease and treat

1 el
ess holistically.
d when the body’s chi, best trans-

A;L;pu”‘c‘“fmts.l)e]feve that illness 1s cause e
have 4 “vital life force,” becomes unbalanced or blqc ed. c% em ¢ ‘( :

Med to limit the use of acupuncture by controlling its definition, study,
reimbursement for it are grow-

use - :
g oo - Use of acupuncture and insurance &
"8 evidence that it is effective for certain conditions.
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CHAPTER 12

REVIEW QUESTIONS
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How did the e

_ arly history of nursing make it difficult fo
their st

A i I nurses to increase
atus or improve their working conditions?
How have nurses attempte

: d to professionalize? What factors have limiteq
their success?

How have changes

in the health ¢
status and position?

are system affected nurses’ occupational

What factors have led to the development of clinical pharmacy and disease
management? What factors have restrained their growth, or could do so in
future?

How did osteop

aths attempt to professionalize? What factors enabled them
to succeed? Wh

at price has osteopathy paid for its success?

To what extent and in what ways have chiropractors succeeded in improv-
ing their occupational status?

How and why did doctors gain control over childbirth?

What factors led to the growth of direct-entry midwifery?

How do individuals become curanderos? How does medical dominance
affect their work and their lives?

How have doctors attempted to control acupuncture? What factors have
helped or hindered them in this attempt?

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS
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iste s will have bachelors
Assume that ten years from now all registered nurses will |

ink this will change

1 eas sou think this will chang
ntify sxplain one reason why 'y K. thi ; i
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status of nursing as an occupation

occupation’s status.
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