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Shiva as Lord of Dance (Nataraj

m221/4in. (565m)

CreditLine: Giftof R_H. Ellsvorth Lid. in honor of Susan Dillon, 1087
Accession Number:1987.80.1

Description

As asymbol,Shiva Nataraja isa br
ol ascreator, preserser, and destroyer ofthe universe and conveys the [ndi
conception of the never ending cyeleoftme. Although tappeared i seulptur ascarly
s the L century, its present, wor kt-famous form evolved under the rule of the Cholss.
Shivas dance s setwithin a lming hlo. The god holds n hisupper ight hand the
dmars hand dram that made the firstsounds of creation). Hi upper el hand holds
agni the fire thatwill destroy the universel. With bis lower right hand, he makes
abhayamudra (the gesture that “The dwarlike figure being trampled b his
rightfootrepresents apasms usion, which leads mankind sstray). Shiva's





