g

g2 Why Do We

he wild side.” But in the denoue m’

i t g
to “walk o1l 4
us a chance dgee villed and the pSYChe” restored to cié The come!
stories, the M o n with the “torture porn of Leatherface ster stories V'
i Ourronc vampires, but this “vacation” to whe war Z BroO
e ¥ . o
Krueger OF igfnately helps us return to our lives of quiet rep how best to
things arc Uful reading of Bram stoker’s Dracula, for exampl wise serious
; IS ¢ : £ . . 5
An}lcvar o i sexualized description of blood drinking, frmly in C
g ‘azation of the count himself. Even John Polidori’s related 16559
Charaqertlale The Vampyre describes the monster as a sexua ing and, i
re : ;
P i to the critic Christopher Craft, [the] Got greatest less

force. According

tales Frankenstein, ' nd ’
re Chronicles rehearse a similar sto

Rice’s Vampi

'[’;rﬁl ﬁ??rfese texts firs{c) invites or admits a monster, then e checklist ;
is entertained by monstrosity for some extended duration some cfatscft;
closing pages it expels or repudiates the monster and a11 sca;e o,oks i
that he/she/it brings,” he writes. . ; e

to imagine

e & &

ring partn
A crucial but often-ignored aspect of monsterology is th :Z fnr;le;;
ties play in our moral imaginations. Recent experimenta Loy
ogy has given us useful tools for looking at the way pe . osic
their moral thinking. Brain imaging, together with h - e
dilemmas about runaway trolley cars, can teach us al %ull 2
valge systems and actions. But another way to get andyi;gn ;)v*
territory is by looking at our imaginative lives. B als ang

Monsters can stand as sym e ini
. ps y. bo.ls of human vulne ining hov
ey play imaginative foils for think illumi

responses to N uminat
i menace. Part of our fascination with se: You c:
Violencei;and ouL loved ones) are potentially vul face-hug
. he‘:r mmd.that statistical probability ren Fortunat
ey botgh a le.' Irrational fears are decidedlyiuﬁﬁl ilarly teg

the inner and the outer forces. Mons! of some

We may

only draw us i w i ho
$ in when we 1dentify with the persons
J] ITOorS

and i
We tacitly ask ourselves: Would I board up th

zombies out or |
after I hear the tﬁil:,fhe OPen water? Woul asifes And thc
fireplace poker? Wha P, and if so, would I bri :1 rapist

se the

t will I dq when I am vuln »

denouement. th

explained anq mae cnding

e clonng of a story; the climax ang



