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Moral Imag Ination argues that mceﬁsters ha?/e a

purpose — not merely to express

our fears but also to test our sense

ity. Athough the likelihood of a real-life zombie attack seems negligible,

of mora?nty. nd traumas can and do occur. In fact, in our post-9/11 world,

other crises ae seen a sort of resurgence. Perhaps, as Asma argues, we create

fronsters hav reaction to the fears we experience and our inability to control the
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nsters are on the rise. People can’t seem to get enough of vampires

| ly, and zombies have a new lease on life. This year and next we

Italzz }rllelease of the usual horror films like Saw VI ar%d Halloween II;

B ayhem of Zombieland; more-pensive forays like 9 (prodl'x'ced

& C.amPY tm nyand Timur Bekmambetov), The Wolfman, and The Twilight

?Y Tlrlr\lfva1 ;vz)on- and, more playfully, Where the Wild Things Are (a Dave
aga: ; ,

i i dak classic).
rewrite of the Maurice Sen : |
Eg%l?}rli reasons for this increased monster culture are hard to pin down

M it’s social anxiety in the post-9/11 decade, & the cqnﬂict iIt
- hink there’s an ui)tick in such fare during wartime. Per
Iraq—-S’OIne , 1z)lnomic'downturn. The monster proliferation can be
jiaps ,lt b dtf%e eCart by exploring the ﬁleaning of monsters. Popular CLg-
tegril?;nriérirclhintéd with meaningful monsters, andhevleI:) tllltcé Oeffge?:zc:
king their chins—last month saw 'the SeYFntng100a
Z;e If/;(r)istergs and the Monstrous at the Un1vers%ty Oflo)(fl(t)lrﬁé -~
The uses of monsters vary widely. In our hberakarll Stein,’s e
tize the rage of the monstrous creatureﬂand Fran eOCietY” i g
€Xample—then scold ourselves and our. “intolerant sOf goitn, i, D
ing the outcast in the first place. The liberal lesson QAL S Sy
of tolerance: We must overcome our innate scapegoall i%;terpretation e
bic® tendencies. Of course, this is by no means the only g g
monster stories. The medieval mind saw giantsﬁn?;gks CmaEae
4 God’s punishments for the sin of pr.ide. Fo(;'t ecalamity-
Monsters were prodigies—warnings of R l(r11 gcathartic journeys into
After Freud, monster stories were con51dered o el el
OUI unconscious; everybody contains a Mr. Hyde,

e igners.
Xenophobjc:; relating to the fear of outsiders or foreign




