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Case Study research is characterized by the employment of multiple
data gathering methods. In this paper, | examine the concurrent use of
participant observation and qualitative interviews. The question |
examine is: what is the rationale behind their combination in case study
research? In the literature on case study research, the two most
common reasons for using multiple methods appeal to
comprehensiveness and convergent confirmation respectively. | argue
that there is a third significant, yet overlooked, way to motivate the joint
use of participant observation and qualitative interviews: the methods
may generate complementary evidence and this puts the researcher in
a better position to confirm that her data manifest central epistemic
values and so are suitable as a basis for providing an adequate answer
to her research question. | refer to this as the rationale of “blended
epistemic value validation”.

Article

0039-3681
10.1016/j.shpsa.2018.11.005
S0039368118301742

© 2018 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

ScienceDirect



