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government has promised to transform
thg site of a former 12,000-acre surface
mine into a commercial development
park with offices, retail and, most im-
portant, jobs.

GOVERNOR JUSTICE $AYS [e's going to
.make sure the project gets built. Justice
is a Democrat, but h's political appeal
has been likened to that of frump’s. Both
are \VEﬂ‘ltll}' businessroen who untld now
!‘.aj never heid elected pidee, with little
in tl}e way of contvete pelitical ideology.
Justice even has & fax Controversy of his
own: millions of duilas in unpaid fees
ascessesd on his ceal mines.

. Stili, his central promise cesonated
with votets: “ines, jobs, jobs.” And to the
f:ant_ﬁm‘-. a¢ had an economic platform,
it emiphasize< taa ois and reviving coal.
Justice even recpcned afew of his compa-
ny’s mines jus’ cays before the election—
ar apparent &:own payment for the bright
fuiure in; siore for the industry.

Taking office has a way of bringing a
politician back to earth. West Virginia
faces a deep budget deficit, thanks in part
to the shrinking revenue from the state’s
coal tax, and even the most severe regu-
latory rollback won’t reverse that trend.
While Justice is fond of saying that min-
ers have been “gyerregulated out ofajob,”
he has come to realize that coal will not
be as important to the state’s future as 1t
was to its past. “There’s real the a,nd re.ai
optimism,” J ustice says, but “you r¢ Stg
oing to hag'e thousgnds and thousands

isplaced miners. ,
of (3[{;2 governor’s agenda includes a w1d§
variety of measures 0 raise revenue 3:(1
repair the state’s recently downgra o
credit rating. He wants Jegislators toTa

business
s salest i
thestate’s ' oasoline tax. (They

tax and increasé
have balked $0 far.) And he proposed a
sliding scale 0!
coal companies

duction increases. . ]
prolit’s all part of an effort t© ,ffrl;ikjgi-

inant mi .
the state’s ominan

zli(:zdwants to spend bl!llons of g(r)(l)l:(ris
to rebuild roads and mcr;:asoene_third
band Internet access-—-ne’ar }ét e an
of people in the state cant g

. S ore at-
attempt to make West Vlrgme: 1?:)pes he
tractive toou

can jump-start tl.w
making industries a1

i Je investors: 5
tside inv J furniture-
rage new

timber an
d encou

With a boom in fracking and a surge
in renewable energy, the coal industry
has been eclipsed &« @ soirce of
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Even with the repeal of Obama’s
power-plant regulations, demand for
coal is not projected to surge in the U.S.
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“usinesses to set up shop. There is also
in West Virginia's growing tourism
hich has benefited from pri-
red environmental-cleanup
he state’s scenic trails,

hope
industry, w
vately sponso
efforts across t
mountains and waterways.

Justice doesn’t refer to his plans as

economic transition, a loaded phrase
sure to draw even more ire from the coal
industry, but it’s clear that that’s exactly
what he wants to achieve. The prospect
elicits excitement in some quarters and

fear in others.

For those still working in the mines,
the decline of coal is a direct blow to their
ability to provide for themselves and their
families. An experienced coal miner can
earn $100,000 along with benefits and
the promise of a pension. Jobs in the
new industries targeted by economic-
transition plans—think call centers,
shipping warehouses and non-union
manufacturing—often pay minimum
wage or else require specialized training
and a college education.

But in a state where coal has long
been an icon as well as a livelihood, the
industry’s fade takes a psychic toll. Coal
is in the names of West Virginia’s roads
and rivers, stamped on its buildings and
the source of scholarships at its leading
universities. For years, the football
teams at Marshall and West Virginia
squared off in the Friends of Coal Bowl,
and in 2009 the state named coal its
official rock. “West Virginia has always
relied on coal,” says Tom Southern, who
lives near the coal museum in Madison.
«“That’s been their mainstay. That’s what

they do.”
Yet the possibility of a different way

of life doesn’t seem to scare all older coal
miners. Randy Smith, a longtime miner
who was first elected to the state senate
as a Republican in 2012, proudly wears
a Friends of Coal lapel pin. His office is
decorated with memorabilia from de-
cades in the mines, and he says he wants
coal jobs to remain a career for those who
desire it. But it’s always been a hard life,
and he says he’d welcome more options
: “y .
ﬁitrtxl:rsat\?lt; ‘Ilri]t} a ;(;a] miner, been a coal
him to be : co:i m?nseon:rlhdldnt ‘?m"t
my blood, but I want ; ! ¢ coal s in
lfen & ,'th Wi what's best for my
» omith says. “We have to use this
opportunity to divers ‘v our ec
Coal will nover be what | el o =
“ver be wiwt it was” a
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Tyt 1, the show introduced Julia, a character on the
autism spectrum, in April, she had been gestating for
six years. The first brand-new Muppet in a decade,
Julia was initially planned as a cartoon character for
the web but got such a big response that after an 18-
month test run in the exurbia of digital storybooks
and animation, she was canonized in Muppet form
and allowed into the neighborhood.

The Sesame folks, who produce a 30-page-plus
curriculum for the show every year, consulted with
more than 250 experts and advocacy groups as Julia
was being formed. A series of white papers had been
written on her before she even had a face. She has
CES a compendium of autistic characteristics, such as

' an increased sensitivity to sound and a tendency to
flap her arms when excited. (She has a spare set of

o | ] z ! arms for such occasions.) The covering of the toy
i lT S B ii A H QQD she carries, Fluffster, had to be changed because
el L it would distress some kids with sensory issues.
i e P B She arrived fully loaded with online resources
E AK ENTO for teachers and parents. As a final touch, Julia’s
‘ | puppeteer is the mother of an autistic child.
For the autism community, Julia’s debut is
a watershed moment. Not only do kids on the
spectrum rarely see a kid like themselves on TV,

but other kids don’t either, especially one who 1s
treated as part of the gang. “It resets the baseline of

%

1969
RACE: James Earl
Jones was Sesame
street’s first celeb
“+“guest. In 1970,

1983

Mississippi public v DEATH: After the passing of
panned the show for actor Will Lee, who played
22 days because of its shopkeeper Mr. Hooper,
ted cast. the show talked about his

racially integra S
death and what it meant. who becaime famous

for his pot movies,
was a guest star.

1972
DISABILITY: Librarian
Linda was a deaf
character who had a 1918

recurring role. SMOKING: Alistair Cookie
; of Monsterpiece Theater

| : smoked, then ate, a pipe

Later, the pipe was remove.d.
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ne of eight finalisyg f w’th e ve
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|
2002 ¥
RHIV: Kami, an
HIV-positive \
Muppet, { m’z’) \:i':q o
appeared on the ¢ ©r aireq.
South African f'
version of the el

show, Takalani
Sesame.

FL
A 1988-2005
GENTRIFICATION: Ronald
Grump and/or Donald Grump,
two depictions of a certain
property developer, try to
make the street great again.

2006
DIVERSITY: Mahboub,
an Arab Muppet, was
introduced to the israeli
version of the show,

Rechov Sumsum.

2018
FEMINISM: Zarl, the
first native Muppet
i on the Afghan show
‘ o BaghcheSimslm,d
ALITY: Whet goes to school an
DISABILITY: Wheelchair e 1 ki o -
user Tarah Schaeffer

became a series regular
at 9 years old.

people. AUTISM: Julia's quirks
don't keep her from
being one of the gang.
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Julia’s toy rabbit, Fluffster, had a textured
covering that autistic kids would not tolerate,
until her puppeteer, Stacey Gordon, pointed it out

little boy playing with toys (educational value: zip)
got more than 15 million views over the same period.

“[Sesame’s] videos move a little more slowly than
kids are used to,” says Jill Murphy, editor in chief of
Common Sense Media, a nonprofit that helps parents
negotiate media. “That can be a positive thing. It
teaches patience.” On the other hand, parents want
their kids to watch stuff together, and older kids age
out of Sesame Street earlier than they used to, so the
younger ones switch off too.

Toddler junk food like Ryan’s ToysReview aren’t
even Sesame Street’s biggest rival. “It’s competing
with every piece of content ever invented, from a
cat video to Gone With the Wind,” says Gary Knell,

a former Sesame Workshop CEO, who now runs the
National Geographic Society. “That’s a bit daunting.”

Also daunting: from 2008 to 2016, Sesame
Workshop lost 70% of its DVD revenues and 50%
of its licensing income, Dunn says, mostly because
of the one-two punch delivered by the iPad and

. o “streaming video. Endless free programming ensures
While the organization tries to change the land- that no character can dominate the toy shelves the
scape overseas, the d9mestic terrainis shifting under way Elmo did in the ’90s. And even if Julia did
its feet. Very few children watch Sesame Street the become the must-have doli of the season, fewer kids
¥3y their_parents did, by sit}:ing gownlin fr(;nt of :j:he play with toys because of all those games on the iPad.
at a given time to watch an hour-long Satur ay ¢ In2015,D tiat i i
Night Live—meets—Dr. Seuss mashup of ceglebrity ap- The "“es covers the5 cosltn:fl;l)lr(:)%(:xgnegdtﬁg sel?}):vw ftg?hlz(l)x’e:thé?;
pearances, pop-culture spoofs and the letter p. Nor h ave years. Why did the cable giant best known for racy and
do their parents buy episodes on DVD. They can h violent entertainment want a wholesome kids’ show
just bring up whatever clip they want on the Inter- C a“ged

most people can get for free? In no small measure be-
;1\(;& ;;T}}:e rules have changed so ‘rinulclzh,” 33151'5 Sese(alme (1) mUCh. cause Netflix and Amazon Prime have kids’ shows
orkshop CEO Jeff Dunn. “Kids have changed so « and HBO craves parents. “Programming that parents
much. The funding models have changed so much” Klds have can trust has never been more important” says Lisa
And that shift has been flz:s‘ti. Ig the las}tl quarttz:rI of cha“ged Heller, HBO's senior vice president of family and doc.
2015, kids ages 2 to 11 watched about 11 hours of In- umentary programming. The arrangement, for an es-
ternet video a month, according to Nielsen. By the ~ §() mUCh, timated $20 million-plus a year, gives HBO exclusive
end of 2016, that had jumped to 15 hours, an increase Th e rights to new episodes for nine months. After that,
of 36% in one year. Meanwhile, time spent watching

. PBS can air the show as it has done for almost half a
TV, either in real time or on demand, dropped 10% fund“]g century. Since most sub-5-year-olds don’t have much

: o hours a month. Ratings of agrasp of novelty, the Sesame executives guessed
? vrel;;::l:esa;r:g gei(l;igj(,)(tiign ha(‘)le been onasteady d%a- mOdeIs the change would not cannibalize their PBS audience.
c<l)ine sinc}; 2012, even as the number of kids younger h ave So far the gamble appears to have paid off. Ratings

s for the show were 12% higher on PBS in 2016 than
than 11 in the U.S. has held at about 48 million. changed o e o wers 5 ighr o 25s n z ch,
In response to these changes, Sesame Workshop | [n2ots And the RO thow s drawing a hid mor
cut :::sr fi')rlz)adcast back to half an hou;;md. :ln :.’Sof:(; s0 mu Ch. iowers 1l o han o he TV s ;ises
i dio that makes only video
started a nimbler stu

. . EFF DUNN, to the top,” says COO v3'Ioungwood. “Ths HBO deal
b. But its offerings are a little like kgle ;Jln a Jsesame Shie 0l o e o ety chastrst
the we .bl aning with eyeball candy. Kids have Workshop CEO As for changing the world, that might take a
buffet table gro

Since March 19, for example,

. little longer. But it’s hard to completely dismiss the

. tions. ion that has outlived most TV

more tempting opt! : arnered more ower of an operation som OULLY

a clip of Julia playing i EI{'I::x%aJ;E That sounds Ehows simply by sticking by its principles. And its
s on i

than half a millipn view
respectable until cczmpar
channels, like Ryan’s Toys

ed with other kid-c§entﬁc
Review, where 2 clipof a
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puppets. o




