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This is true even in countries with significant
natural resources, like Saudi Arabia, whose life
expectancy trails that of much poorer China.
Gender inequalities are also significant.

Oil, as well as foreign aid from the United
States in particular, has helped support many
of these states, creating systems built around
a coterie of supporters who benefit directly
from the state. These elite
on various means of repression—harassing,
jailing, and killing opponents—to maintain
their control over the state and the benefits

they have drawn fromit.
Civil society in much of the region is weak  two, where
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and fragmented, a result of state repression lutionaries but also had the capacity to seize
and low levels of development. Democrati- power for itself, which it eventually did. Insti-
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In contrast, as we mentioned at the start of
this chapter, Syria’s highly patrimonial regime
groups have relied  has relied largely on armed forces directly
controlled by the ruling Assad family, giving
those in power both the desire and the means

to use violence against their opponents.
Egypt seems to fall somewhere between the
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To " obilize the public, activists relied on Face-
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i off Internet access in a failed last-ditch
ot to fend off the revolution. The role of
Jam 353 democratic or fundamentalist force
iross the region is also central to any under-
tanding of political change. The rise to power
Sfthe Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt polarized
the population. paving the way for a military
wip 1 2013, whereas in Tunisia the Islamist
Ennahda Party supported a democratic and
secular constitution, making that country the
only one to successfully transition to democ-
racy as a result of the Arab Spring.

Finally, we should not discount the role of
individual action, which sparked these revolu-
tions. Mohamed Bouazizi was a 26-year-old
Tunisian man who had worked from a young

ful

age to support his family, selling produce as a
street vendor. The police repeatedly harassed
Bouazizi, ostensibly for lacking a business
license but in reality because he failed to pay
bribes. These repeated assaults took their toll;
as his sister later noted, “those with no connec-
tions and no money for bribes are humiliated
and insulted and not allowed to live.” After a
final clash in December 2010, Bouazizi stood
before the local governor's office, amid the traf-
fic, where he doused himself in gasoline and set
himself alight. Protests began soon thereafter
and spread across the region, raising common
demands: dignity and change. Large-scale,

E .
gyptian protesters gather at Tahrir Square, Cairo
at the start of the Egyptian Revolution in 201

domestic and international, and state and soci-
etal forces were critical in explaining the Arab
Spring (and all revolutions), but we should not
forget the role of one apparently powerless
person in shaping history.

1. What institutional factors help explain
why Tunisia’s revolution took such a dif-
ferent shape from Syria's?

2. How did institutional and ideational
factors combine in the case of Egypt to
spur its revolution?

3. Why did revolution overturning authori- |
tarian regimes in the Middle East seem so |
unlikely in the first place? "

!
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