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Outline for the Argumentative Synthesis

Establish a claim:

This would be the thesis statement or what you are seeking to prove about a controversial issue.
It also reflects your viewpoint about a controversial issue. Please refer to the attachment from the

Key for Writers, “Choosing a topic and developing a claim (thesis),” for examples of how to
write your claim/thesis statement.

Example of a claim/thesis statement: We should allow people from other countries to
come to the United States for professional advancement.

Write your Introduction

Provide background: Provide an overview of why the issue, you are presenting is so
controversial/debatable. You can begin with an anecdote, startling statistic, quotation or
question. Please refer to the attachment from the Key for Writers on, “Writing introductions and
conclusions” and “Structuring an argument,” for more information and suggestions. You should
end your introduction with your claim/thesis statement.

Write the body:

Define terms and provide detailed background information: Do not assume the reader knows the
meaning of certain terms. For instance, the reader may not know the specific definition of
marijuana. So, you could begin by defining these terms, and providing additional background
such as the history of marijuana.

Support your claim: Provide statistics, data and other convincing information from research to
support your claim. For instance, to validate your claim about allowing people from other
countries to immigrate to the United States for professional reasons, you could provide statistics
about the kinds of professional advancement immigrants seek in the United States: doctors,
lawyers, teachers and other professions. You can further argue that these people can return to
their homelands to improve the standard of living there.




Acknowledge opposing viewpoint(s)/counterargument(s): You should discuss the

opposing viewpoint(s)/counterarguments to your claim. For instance, one opposing
viewpoint/counterargument to immigration or even for a short stay with a student visa, is
overcrowding. This information should also come from research.

Refutation: This is your response to the opposing viewpoint(s)/counterarguments. For example,
in refuting the opposing viewpoint/counterargument that immigration can cause overcrowding,
you may argue that we can limit the number of people that immigrate to the United States
through a visa quota and their educational background.

Conclusion:

Please refer to the attachment from the Key for Writers on, “Writing introductions and

conclusions.”

Note: Please remember to use academic/scholarly sources from research, in writing your
argumentative synthesis. Hence, you should not cite Wikipedia; since it is an open source, with
information written and edited by persons, who are not necessarily an authority on the subject,
they are writing about.

You should use at least five (5) academic/scholarly sources for your synthesis. To find
academic/scholarly sources, you can consider using Google Scholar and the Tiffin University
library resources online or on campus. Please refer to the attachment from the Key for Writers

on, “Questions to Evaluate a Source,” for more information on evaluating research information.
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> It was a bright cold day in April, and the docks were striking

thirteen.
—Gaonge Orwell, 1984

> Every day in the United States, roughly 200,000 people are
ESugﬁﬂggnﬂEE
fourteen die. B
— i Schiossar, Fast Food Naton

Brainstorming may help you come up with catchy openings. A brain-

storming session, for example, produced the following openers for an

essay on fashion:

A description Everyone stared at him as he walked in. His jeans
were torn, his sneakers stained and ripped, his jacket

u%ﬂ@gg;gﬂnin—o
coolest guy in the room.

Asttingfact  How far obedience to fashion can be taken was

sad thing is that a fashion never returns in exactly
the same style or colors. When I put on the pants,

A question “Who are you wearing?” Such a question, the one
most often heard on the red carpet before the Oscars,

would have been unintelligible a few decades ago.
Aninterstng  Identical twins can live apart for twenty years without

observation ever having been in touch and yet at any momeat can

be wearing the same colored dress, shoes of the same
make, hair cut in the same style.
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@) Developing an effective argument

The goal of argument is to persuade. We often associate the word argu-
ment with combat and confrontation, but the Latin root of the word
argue means “to make clear” The Greek word persuasion derives from
the verb “to believe” So, in the process of formulating and constructing a
good argument, your work lies in making your claim so clear to your
readers that they may come to believe what you do. Your readers need to
recognize that the claim you make about your topic rests on solid, reli-
able evidence and that you have provided a fair, unbiased approach’to

this evidence. In reading your argument, your readers will discover that
you have good reasons for your position.

4 KEY POINTS

>,mo.omﬁm§o§, o 4 FeTe a s .. | ] e “
" e deals with a controversial, debatable issue o . |

e is not based on strong gut reactions or beliefs but on careful ;
analysis of reliable information : :

* stands up to a critical reading ,

o takes a position on and makes a clear ng.»vgﬁ the topic w

« supports that position with detailed and specific evidence (such !
as reasons, facts, examples, descriptions, and stories). i

o establishes common ground with listeners or readers and avoids |
confrontation R - .

o takes opposing views into account and either refutes them or
shows why they may be unimportant or irrelevant

e is engaged and vital, a reflection of the writer’s careful, critical
thinking rather than just a collection of others™ opinions

€13 choosing a topic and developing a claim (thesis)

Choosing a topic Choose an issue that is fresh. Avoid topics such as
the death penalty, drug laws, and abortion, which have been written
about so often that original or interesting arguments are hard to develop.
Global warming and the environment, the church and morality, or racial
prejudice may be issues that mean a great deal to you personally, but you
will have difficulty structuring a logical argument around them.
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issues? Which readers do you regard as your primary mﬂ&nﬂn«. .<<E&u
geographical areas will you discuss? Will you be coricerned with the
present or the future? What do you intend to propose about food
practices—both about producing food and consuming it? In short, ivu..ﬁ
point will you end up making (purpose) and for which Hnmmﬂ.u (audi-
ence)? You don’t have to know exactly where »o.wcn your nr_nmm statement
in your essay right now, but having a thesis will focus your thoughts as
you read and write. o

A good thesis statement may be one or more of the following:

1. a strong, thought-provoking, or controversial statement

» Although food costs can be kept low by producing food in large
quantities and shipping it long distances, the benefits are
~ outweighed by the risks to the environment.

2. acall to action

» The best way to promote sustainable production of food is to
support legislation that encourages the use of locally grown
crops.

3. a generalization needing support

» Ethical production of food sources should focus on humane
treatment of animals raised for consumption.

4. an analytical statement that sets up the structure of the essay

» Two examples illustrate the complexity of issues mﬁ_dEE.Em
the humane treatment of animals produced for consumption
and the importance of supporting humane treatment: the
production of veal and the production of foie gras.

Keep a working thesis in front of you on a self-stick note or an in-
dex card as you write your first draft, but be flexible. You are the boss as
you write. You can change and narrow your thesis whenever you like.

Many readers will expect to discover your point within the introductory
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Structuring an Argument

Establish common ground Remember that readers who are turned

off by exaggerations or extreme language have the ultimate
. N %8
stop reading and ignore what you have to say.

—.)jgﬁgﬁgvons.ggusnﬁ.
. asridiculous, ignorant, immoral, fascist, or crooked, for example.
. 2. Wite to convince, not to confront. Recognize shared concerns,
and consider the indlusive use of we. . ‘
3. Steer clear of sarcastic remarks such as “The mayor’s office has
gﬁﬁ%?%&hﬂngwﬂ—&&wﬂng&nﬂ '
gﬂm&»ﬁ?%oﬂn%n&g&%u
4. Use clear, everyday words that sound as if you are speaking
directly to readers. s
M.E%EEBEE-&;
to show why the arguments on your side carry more weight.
6. If possible, propose a solution with long-term benefits for everyone.

@3 Sstructuring an argument
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solution, and (4) caunse and effect.
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- General to specific The general-to-specific structure is used fre-

g?nﬁ%»&ﬁ?ﬁ%nﬁu%ga%
and evidence. Obviously, writers experiment with many variations on
this structure, but it is one you can useas a reliable starting point.

Specific to general Alernatively, you may choose to begin with data

i Em%&%ﬁaggnggggnﬂ
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Introduction: background, statement of problem and controversy
Data:
1. gﬂiigsggégn&n%.
2. Esﬂgﬁo%sgginﬂs-‘nﬁ_ﬂv
4. Seversl states have passed laws against using handheld cell phones
hile driving.
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o What is the author’s purpose -

in writing this plece? Is it meant '
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