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GORE__A Planetary Emergency

4. Accof_ding to Williams; the Atomic Energy Commission, which is made up of
* mostly male members, declared the “desert terrain” to be “virtually uninhabited”
(paragraph 38). What factors (socioeconomic, geographic, political; psychologi-
cal, cultural) might prompt continued disregard for the inhabitants? How does
the- existence of new, heavily populated desert communities in Arizona and
Nevada (not to mention Middle Eastern countries) affect your answer? )

5. What aie the differences, for Terry Tempest Williams, between writing as a form

‘of advocacy and the act of civil disobedience she describes in “The Clan of One-

* Breasted Women”? Consider in your response Martin Luther King Jr’s advocacy

of a “direct-action campaign” in support of civil rights and the role his “Letter
from Birmingham Jail” (p. 494) played in influencing protesters’ behavior.

6. Using Terry Teiﬁpest Williams, Henry David Thoreau (p. 594), and Annie Dillard

(p-599) as examples, write an essay in which you argiie for or against the precept
that where ve live determiries what we live for. Or. argue the converse, that what

we live for determinies where and how we live, to whom we belong, and indeed, -

who we are,

AL GORE
A Pla'n'etary Emergency

Albert Arnold “A” Gore Jr. ( b 1948), sbh_ of ZiBeral_ Tennéss\e:e.Senr(ztor Al Gore,

graduated from. Harvard in 1969, served in Vietnam although he opposed the

war, and attended law school before dropping out to run for the U.S. House of
Representatives, where he represented Tennessee for four terms, 1976-84, He then
served in the U.S. Senate, 1985-93. As vice president under Bill Clinton, 1993
2000, Gore continued the activities he had begun while in the Senate to develop
national information infrastructure, “The Information Superhighway,” and to
promote environmental preservation, Although he received the popular vote for the
presidency in 2000, a Supreme Court decision gave the Florida election recount to
George W. Bush. o ’ '

Gore and the Intergovernmiental Panel on Climate Changé (IPCC) shared the

Nobel Peace Prize for 2007 for their efforts to inform the world “about man-made
climate change” and their work to counteract such chdngé. A Planetary‘Emver—k
gency” is Gore’s Nobel speech. The Nobel press release_called Gore “probably the
single individual who has done most to create greater worldwide understanding of
the measures that need to be adopted” to strengthen “the struggle against climate
change.” His highly popular books on ecology are Earth in the Balance: Ecology
and the Human Spirit (. 1992) and An Tnconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emer—
gency of Global Watming and What We Can Do About It (2006); the movie ver-
sion won an Oscar for Best Documentary. Gore is dedicated to warning people of
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the rapid climate changes causing world crisis, and to impel them to the “moral
imperative to act.”

- We never intended to cause all this destruction, .

But unli .
0d0r1ess~wl§:fc lllnﬁsst 1i)tlherd i)rms }?f pollution, CO, is invisible, tastelegg
, €iped keep the truth about what it ic du >
4nd. mind. Moreover, the catastrophg . Mat

unprecedented — . [ » W€ catastrophe now threatenjn
" We ao find i e often confise the unprecedented with the improtop, .
necessary 1o solve lth arq fo imagine raking the massive changes that are ns‘ '
whole oot the crisis, Apd when large truths are genuinely inconvenj v
us: “Sooner oislcjn, atfielrastbfor atime, ignore them, Yet as George Orwell remifllclit,
: ater a false beljef by ; . . . S
tlefield” Lo Umps up against solid reality, usuially on a bat.

We, the human species, are confronting a planetary emergency—a threat to the
sutvival of our civilization that is gathering ominous and destructive potential
even as we gather hete. But there is hopeful news as well: we have the ability to
solve this crisis and avoid the worst—though not all—of its consequences, if we
act boldly, decisively and quickly: ‘

However, despite a growing number of honorable exceptions, too many of
the world’s leaders are still best desctibed in the words Winston Churchill applied
to those who ignored Adolf Hitler’s threat: “They go on'in strange paradox,
decided only to be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for dfift, solid
for fluidity, all powerful to be impotent.”

So today, we dumped another 70 million tons of global-warming pollatio
into the thin shell of atmosphere surrounding our planet, as if it were an ope

- sewer. And tomorrow, we will dump a slightly larger amount, with the cumulat
concentrations now trapping more and more heat from the sun. :

As a result, the earth has a fever. And the fever is rising. The experts h
told us it is not a passing affliction that will heal by itself. We asked for a se
opinion. And a third. And a fourth. And the consistent conclusion, restated
increasing alarm, is that something basic is wrong.

We are what is wrong, and we must make it right. )

Last September 21, as the Northern Hemisphere tilted away from the
scientists reported with unprecedented distress that the North Polar ice
“falling off a cliff” One study estimated that it could be completely gon
summer in less than 22 years. Another new study, to be presented by U,
researchers later this week, warns it could happen in as little as 7 years.

Seven years from now. ) -

In the last few months, it has been harder and harder to misinter
signs that our world is spinning out of kilter. Major cities in North ommon rescue of the global emyiro .
America, Asia and Australia are nearly out of water due to massive dr_p_ orl d»COmmunity, N g environment
melting glaciers. Desperate farmers are losing their livelihoods. Péoj — ’
frozen Arctic and on low-lying Pacific islands are planning evacuation:
they have long called home. Unprecedented wildfires have force ‘
lion people from their homes in one country and caused a national
that almost brought down the government in another. Climate
migrated into areas already inhabited by people with different culturs

and taditions, increasing the potential for conflict. Stronger stor
and Atlantic have threatened whole cities. Millions have been. disp
sive flooding in South Asia, Mexico, and 18 countries in Africa, A
extremes have increased, tens of thousands have lost their lives. V oth countries sho d .

burning and clearing our forests and driving more and more spe uid stop using the other’
tion, The very web of life on which we depend is being ripped and f

In the years since th; S prize wa
: 18 prize was first awarded, the ent i ipt
humankind and the earth hag been radi anstormed. A P beeen

Indeed, wi ealizing i  beg
— andvg:houtt lzzeahlzmg 1t, we have begun to wage war on the earth jtself
A € earthrs climate are Jocked in i ip | .
‘ _ ar ili
ners: “Mutually assured destruction.” siionship fmile o el
More t o, scient |
o re than two. decades ago, sclentists- calculated that
mow 0 much debris and ‘smoke into the air that it would b]
ght from our atmosphere, i

here in Oslo. helped to galvanize the world’s resolve to

‘ Now science js warning ]

-Iljngkpolhtltl(;nhthat Is trapping so much of the heat ou )
Jack out of the atmog i

s sphere, we are in danger of crea

ﬁ:. .vAs the A1:11efi§an poet Robert Frost wrote, “Som
re; some s‘ay I 1ce.” Either, he notes, “would suffice.”

But neither need be our fate :

€ say the world wﬂi end in

 the'scales where earth is in the balance. I salute Euro
ey Ve.take;n In recent years to meet the challenge

tralia, which has made solving the climate crisi ’1
_But the outcome wil] be decisively influenced
ng t'o do enough: the United States and China
n importance, it should be absolutely clear th

Pe and Japan for the steps
and the new government jn

ts first priority,

by two nations ‘that are noy 2
While India is also growing

at it is the two Jargest Co,
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We have to-expand the boundaries of Wwhat is possihle In- the words of the
Spanish-poet, Antomo Machado, “Pathwalker, there is no path You miust miake
the path asyou wa

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND WRITING

. What is the “planetary emergency’ (paragraph 8) to. Wthh Gore refers? Iden"
- the evidence he offers (paragraphs 10-19) to characterize the emergericy. Béca
the Nobel Prize address is necessarily brief, what sorts of additional evide
-.would a longer speech allow? Where could good évidence be found? (See piece
:this chapter by Havel, Rees; Carson, Postel Diamond, and Berry, and Gore’s:oy
books.) - o

2.0n what ways has the “entire relatlonshrp between humankind and the eart
' been radically transformed”? If the changes are so great, why have we “remain
largely oblivious to the impact of our cumulative actions”. (paragraphi 21)?’
does Gore mean by the ¢ ‘mutuaﬂy assured destruction’ that will certain]

" if the world continues ‘on its-current tra;ectory (patagraph 22)? In con
“nuclear winter,” what is a “carbon summer’ ’ (paragraph 16)?

3, ‘What might individuals do to help reduce global warming? Are you'd
o _compamons makmg consc1ous efforts to reduce global warmlng? If s
: "you domg? W1th what’ consequences? If not, why not?

4. Using: other essays in this chapter and other sources of mformatlon
_picka prmc1ple (such as the worldw1de reduction of carbon emissions
:1t, and preseiit a. plan to put it mto effect. What consequences (

for your proposal?

5. What does Gore predlct for the future if people comblne to act to
t ‘warmlng? And if. they don’®? Mlght you be living in the end of the

WANGARI MAATHAI
The Green Belt Movement

The Nobel Peate Prz'ze was award'ed in 2004 to Warfg‘dr'i‘ Magat
bution to sustainable developmerit, democracy and peace.” The
tee noted, “Pedce on earth depends on our ability to secure our
Maathai stands at the front of the fight to promote ecologically
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