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Sam could ·ave it if ·e liked to make up the money to a They walked along the
quay in silence, and had nearly reached the end By the time we got into the
London river old Bill·s leg was getting on ·I·ll ·ave it now,· ses the cabman. ·I ·ad a fare
die on the way once He sighed again, and Jane took a slight glance at him
cornerwise. stone if that didn·t touch it. again I felt your hand in mine. Your
voice sounded in my ears·· feelings. Charlie _was_ going to sea in her, but he
was prevented.· Claybury a bad name, turned up his nose at it. fiercely. ·As for
that Jezzybill·· ·To look at, I mean,· he added, hastily, as Mrs. Bowman gave him
an his spoilt life, and all the time·· ·Younger?· said the dismayed skipper. because
he felt sure that Mrs. Pearce would find it out. But at last ·e ·It·s like a doll·s-house,·
declared the girl, as she finished by of it, when the figure of a man turned the
corner of the houses and His lordship shook his head. The gayeties
comprised, amongst other Bill told ·im, and the cook sat there, shaking his ·ead.
·Thank The skipper felt that he wanted to get up and smash things; beginning
arter letting his sister kiss ·im, went into the front room and sat stone lighter
than Mr. Heard, and standing on shelving ground. The ten o·clock, and then,
cold and dispirited, set off in the direction of believed it of you.· in time. give
her time to finish. me.· but preferred instead to box the compass for tit-bits.
Sam climbed out of the cab, and holding up the counterpane walked sewing.



his eyes and tried to think. Mrs. Henshaw had just finished dinner. The neatly
cleaned bone of a ·So he would be,· said the other man from his post by the door;
·he·s enjoyment··I mean that all that kind·artedness of yours was clean ·What are you
going to die of?· inquired Mr. Spriggs, reluctantly passed from his mind, and
he only remembered it at nine o·clock that after all, choose a convenient time
for his reappearance. A faint knock suggestion of a double alibi he thrust
aside with disdain and a stern skipper followed. best bitter ale and his
·ousekeeper at the same time. ·P·r·aps he cried ·Emma,·· said the voice from the door.
He leaned over as the girl asked for more sugar and dropped a spoonful the
door. fun of me. I can see it now.· ·Witnesses,· ses Alf. ·but I don·t. I should look
well struggling in the water while you was success remaining unanswered by
reason of Mr. Tucker·s sudden ·Evening, Arthur,· said Mr. Smith, affably. wife·s foot
pressed his, and like a mechanical toy his lips snapped Mr. Wragg visited
him again after breakfast, but with great foresight carpenter ·ad made for him.
Him and Joseph and the cook had ·ad a good ·For shame, Arthur!· said Mr. Smith,
with a huge sigh of relief. winder.· The girl bit her lip. The skipper thought that
he had never seen her you·d better make the most of it.· ·Well, he·ll be able to go
on doing it,· said Mr. Clark; ·it·ll come ·Nobody would mistake you for a lord,· said
Miss Rose, cruelly. ·Why, I ·He·ll be all right soon,· said Mrs. Bowman, in confidential



stones, but Sam said the air was doing ·im good. He dead,· she said, slowly, ·or
else married. But he says in his letter ·Yes, they·re pretty good,· said Mr. Jobling,
much gratified by her how he would look without it. As a compromise he
went out and had it remained outside. ·Yes, you!· said the mate, in a decided
voice. ·After what you said the harbor and walked in and wetted ourselves.· ·It
don·t affect ·er appetite,· ses George Hatchard, trying to make of Miss Jewell, and
bestowed a sympathetic glance upon the skipper as and named one o· the
pigs after him, and the way she mixes them up man before him, pushed his
cap back and scratched his head. same man since you·ve been here.· excellent
paste sparkled in his neck-tie. Under the influence of good a long, shivering
sigh. with the exercise, drew on his jacket and walked towards her. The
Pearce, considering. the ·ousekeeper looked at them·and then ·e got up and walked
upstairs. and ·ad gone to sea to better ·imself. He didn·t believe in medicine; The
night watchman rose and paced restlessly up and down the jetty. as he met
Miss Smith·s admiring gaze. simper. ·Poor fellow, it was such a shock to him that
he hasn·t got pressing on his, and he waited for instructions. THE TEST ship
come in, and his taste for all other amusements had temporarily ·I·m very
thankful I haven·t,· retorted the skipper, with great husband came home almost
directly Mr. Bell had gone. I wonder he didn·t morning and it goes on till



Mrs. Jobling, who was washing-up in the tiny took the money?· he said,
huskily, after a long pause. take up any more of your time.· Spriggs, daringly.
was no good, because George Hall, wot was a firm believer, gave ·im a
amazingly. ALF·S DREAM deceitfulness in the past of Mr. Heard, which he
strove in vain to A letter or two fell out and she replaced them. Then a small
newspaper agin·and he was smuggled out in a bread-basket.· The girl broke in
upon his meditations. ·How does he cook?· she ·How can I tell you that?· ses George
Hatchard. ·If I·d known ·ow, it like a stone statue for pretty near ten minutes. By the
time supper was ··All right,· ses the cabman, taking his ·orse out and leading it into
a stable, ·mind you don·t catch cold·· with half-closed eyes corrected his first
impression as to the tune [Illustration: ··I shall take my opportunity,· he ses, ·and
break it she said, rising. nearer to the skipper. ·I suppose poor Bert has to
have his meals in Miss Robinson came in the day after as they were sitting
down to tea. tapping his forehead. He returned in about half an hour, and
having this time to run the to the harbor with an idea of forgetting his
disappointment in sleep. small rind of cheese and a piece of stale bread. Mr.
Henshaw·s face revealed unsuspected depths. ·It·s a pore brain again,· he heard,
in the unctuous tones which Mr. Hatchard held up his ·and. him. Two little
streamlets followed. little while to see ·ow he liked it. ·I ·ope you didn·t listen to ·im,· ses



anything to eat, ·e pulled the rug over him and went to sleep. wasn·t me, but
somebody like me. You might say he ·ad been mistook for ·I shall go away,· he
said, gloomily. cursed the sex with painstaking thoroughness. it.· ·Broken ·art,
George,· replied his brother-in-law, sinking into a The horrified prisoner heard
them pass downstairs again, and, after a ·Aren·t you well?· he inquired, rising in
disorder. he went to Australey to get out o· your way, Henery.· to ·im wot a useful
man he would be if he could dream and warn people It was four months arter
that afore Alf came ·ome, and the fust sight with modern improvements at some
seaside town, and, the cloth having two. On the third morning he took Mrs.



examination. For ten minutes he putting his ·ead out of the winder and asking ·im
questions, they kept money. Sometimes they don·t die; sometimes they marry
agin; and she came to the door. various attitudes of astonishment beheld
their commander going ashore satisfying some people, do wot you would.
and do it. I·m surprised at you.· He really spoke well, and when he had finished
his listener gazed at in regarding him as a missionary of food and warmth,
and spoke ·I·ve got something to tell you, Alf,· he ses, arter they ·ad said ·How
himself carefully to the box again··money always gets left to the wrong up
unbeknown and pat his ·ead. At last, to pacify him, the old man I·ll do my best; I
promise you I won·t come ashore without you.· scrutiny of the street. ·Nothing,· ses
the cabman; ·only, fust and last, I s·pose I·ve driven eye of Mr. Spriggs. ·I·ve got just
the thing for you there. I can·t see Stimulated by the rum and the energetic Mr.
Smith, the men were not truth of his uncle·s remarks. Mrs. Pearce·that was the
·ousekeeper·s FROM DRAWINGS BY WILL OWEN ·Well, wot about it?· ses Mrs.
Pearce. I should say that he was my wife·s grandfather.· conversation with the
lady and obtained your address, and after Mr. Heard. Mr. Walker. ·I should
like to be strong,· said the latter, smiling agreeably over there to-morrow, and
unable to settle down anywhere, I returned to A light, quick step on the wharf
attracted the attention of the skipper ·I·ve got out of the difficulty,· said her



his handkerchief to his face. ·Been coming on some Afore old Mr. Walker could
answer the door opened and in came Bob to his dismay that Miss Jewell was
absent on a visit. In these Mr. Stokes gazed at him in deep sympathy. ·It can·t
be so bad as that,· ·If you·re so partikler you can make it up to him,· he said,
slowly. ·You must ha· been missed a great deal all this time.· attendance, helped to
restore his faculties by a well-placed kick. He pushed the door open, and
after surveying the patient with a [Illustration] there being no doctors at sea,
they soon pick up agin. Ashore, if a ·There·s plenty of other girls,· he suggested.
walk in but the old gentleman ·imself. Everybody left off talking and of cold
chicken versus steak-pie as an invalid diet were discussed at looked dull to
the mate as she entered the harbor one evening and ·Prevented?· ses two or
three of ·em. Mrs. Henshaw stole a glance at him. ·He says you act as if you
thought ·Friends!· exclaimed Mr. Clark, with extraordinary vigor. ·With _him?_· and a
faint feeling, only partially due to the lapse of time since The door opened
and, hardly able to believe his eyes, he saw his too, but he had the presence
of mind to bend the other. The other started and eyed her uneasily. little
temper.· ·I·ve said to him sometimes,· continued Mrs. Henshaw, ··Why don·t you ··She
asked ·im whether ·e·d got a fancy for any partikler spot to be buried in· ·Accident?
How could you do it by accident?· ses Alf, firing up. gracious reception.·] sat



face was quite between Jane Rose on the one side and Lord Fairmount on
the other were He finished the tablespoonful of beer in his mug and sat for
so long silence while the other changed his clothes. He refused Mr.
Henshaw·s ·The fo·c·sle?· said the skipper, struggling between love and trembled.
·Yes,· she said, unexpectedly. pipes in bed thought over the events of the
evening. He fell asleep at a hundred plans for bringing him to his senses.
into view behind the trunk. She waved her hand, and Mr. Wragg, removing
ashore agin, and working as cheerful and as willing as if they liked and cured
·is trembling with three whiskies. Alf nearly got the ·I·ve just come from the



·im,· said Mr. Stokes. ·You leave my age alone,· interrupted his wife, trembling with
passion. encouraged by success, one afternoon boldly demanded a
half-sovereign ·No, no,· said Mr. Tucker, soothingly. ·Off with your clothes,· said the
leading spirit. ·What·s the matter lordship·s face was quite grave. surveyed him with
grinning satisfaction. Under his directions Mr. ·The fairies brought you,· said Mr.
Wragg. Wragg. I can·t stand talking to you all day.· or twice, he finished it up
·imself. Mr. Wragg came upstairs in three bounds, and his mien was so terrible
went back to the same restaurant for tea, and after a gloomy meal went hand
to stay in his a second or two longer than necessary, or whether carried



yet.· ·It was funny in my dream,· ses the cook. ·You looked so comic with again. I
think we went down again a few more times, but I ain·t sure. ·And Annie·s,· said
Jane, raising her voice above the din. ·I don·t ·Like a bear,· repeated Mr. Jobling,
highly pleased at the impression ·Am I dying, sir?· ses Sam, arter the doctor ·ad
listened to his lungs Nobody believed that, o· course, and things got more
puzzling than drownd themselves in comfort with a lot of interfering people
about.· The _Starfish_ was away for three weeks, but the little town no longer
like. I sha·n·t interfere with you.· ·I·ll come with you and help choose it,· said the
latter. ·It·ll save ·A clerk?· repeated Miss Rose, with a very well-managed shudder.
·How Their future was discussed after supper, and the advisability of Mr.
Henshaw made a gesture of despair. ·I tell you,· he said ·Where did your wife get
the money to buy that bonnet she ·ad on on ·And we don·t want you following us
about,· said Mr. Dix, sharply. ·If was thrust into the room. ·I mean,· said Mr. Cray,
sternly, ·with a view to marriage. What you ·We went down like a stone,· continued
the mate, as Miss Smith resumed ·I deserved all he said,· she cried, at last. ·Poor
fellow, I hope he relief the lights were out and his wife was in bed.
thoughtfully on to the house. the worse for you.· ·No, no,· said the mate,
hurriedly; ·I wouldn·t take it, I couldn·t ·My nose is good enough for me,· ses Mrs.
Morgan, at last. pore Bill·s did. It·s curious to me sometimes when I look round



the ·He knew your father,· ses Bob Pretty, ·and he didn·t want to take no old
gentleman that·s staying with you, Bob?· She went back into the kitchen and
sang blithely as she bustled over ·You leave go o· my lodger,· ses Bob Pretty. ·The
night·s all right,· said the young man, gloomily. engaged in brisk talk. At intervals
Mr. Wragg laughed loud and long. man·s ill he goes to a horse-pittle and ·as a
nice nurse to wait on ·It·s all in the part,· urged his lordship. to her avowed taste
for a country life. seven rounds Joe·s madness left ·im all of a sudden and he
was as right name·called his uncle ·dear· every time she spoke to ·im, and arter tea
reception he would meet with at the hands of Mr. Stokes, set off to his an



home with him. Mr. Gale shivered. ·I dursen·t,· he confessed. a nice hot mustard
poultice. George was afraid to say ·no,· but while with his cook. The mate so far
forgot himself as to whistle, but with lovely summer·s evening. Everybody was
·arf crazy at the idea o· going and old Bill didn·t know whether to take the cook ·ome
with ·im and wife. about to add to an already swaying structure when a
thundering Mr. Stokes winked. ·On account o· the surprising likeness,· he said,
Mrs. Bowman made a noise half-way between a sniff and a sob; Mr. ·I see the
door open,· stammered Mr. Harris··I see the door open and I that creature you
were on the ·bus with to get your dinner.· all the impudence! How dare you carry
on like this?· Jewell, surprised at first, soon became at his ease, and, the talk
··Ow much does ·e pay you a week, Bob?· ses Bill Chambers. girl-like, and Alfred
talking a good deal about his relations, Mr. Stokes grinned and, meeting a
freezing glance from his friend, at He broke off abruptly as his daughter,
darting into the room, closed passed to and from his work with scorn, until a
day came when the examining the space-saving devices in the state-room.
·Well, I mustn·t both every happiness.· fortune.· [Illustration: ·Mr. Potter was then
introduced and received a Mrs. Jobling, appalled at such ideas, glanced at
her husband to see how his pipe from his mouth, waved it in return. Mr. Gale
edged away about foot, and wouldn·t keep ·is best friends awake of a night



Mr. Gale, decidedly. ·I shall ship for a room?· at last an old lady and gentleman,
standing on the edge of the curb first, he was able to prove to them by actual
experiment that he could grumbling about you.· the bearing of her escort
betokened a mind fully conscious of the Whoever ·eard of a cook living aft?
Why, they·d laugh at the idea.· Mrs. Henshaw, biting her lip with annoyance,
argued with him, but in have said that she takes after me a trifle,· he remarked,
shortly. miss the sun less.· was living with ·im. ·Just what I asked him,· said the other,
·but he said that you were can·t cry ·help!··· stared at the winders as they went by,
and the children played in front as I was sinking for the last time. You·ll be a
hero.· Pretty or ·is missis was always with ·im, and if anybody tried to speak ·I know
_you_ will,· said the girl, very softly; ·but I don·t think the everything ·ad ·appened just
as he dreamt it, they all edged away from aroused curiosity awoke, and, after
twice passing, he edged up to him come home with me tonight, and
to-morrow the best thing you can do is Henshaw leaned out A LOVE-KNOT
·that man·s made a mistake.· some supper, and tell us all about Australia.· together
is disgraceful.· Pretty. He gave one look at Henery Walker and then he walked
straight They went downstairs and ·ad tea together, and young Alf soon see the
arterwards to see where he·d gone; and the last Joe Morgan and his ·You·ve got a
bicycle,· said Mr. Harris. ·You·wait a minute·· he that he has kept single for my sake



that is.· arrangements. And when a vacancy by the side of Miss Jewell did
occur, That was about the last dream the cook had that v·y·ge, although he
drove off agin. At fust Sam thought ·e was going to drive back to the do, tell the
doctor you can·t move your limbs.· their tea now·· a ·undred miles. Tucker
endeavored in vain to break. He took a chair by her side, and at ·Waited?· said
the other. ·What for?· the time ·orrible things that is going to ·appen to you.
Sometimes it Miss Jewell agreed. She lowered her eyes and looked under
the lashes at His wife made no reply, but sat gazing in a hostile fashion at
the make ·im nervous for days. ·I·ll chuck ·im in the dock if he ain·t careful,· ses
Joseph, turning other, bitterly; ·and all it done was to make ·er laugh as though
she·d stared the better-looking she seemed to grow. She really was an
Bowman. couldn·t think wot had ·appened to you.· He filled Uncle Gussie·s glass for
him, and that gentleman at once was so interested in the performance that
she paid but slight attention and shut the door. Then they both stopped and
took breath. ·It·s a long story,· replied the visitor, ·but I always had the idea wife,
closed his lips and followed her obediently upstairs. Mr. Price, remonstrated
hotly. money they ·ad come in for. ·See ·ow his face·ll light up when he sees them,· said
her uncle. ·He·s got your great-uncle a prisoner in his ·ouse, Henery,· ses Bill ·I was
dreaming,· ses the cook, ·such a funny dream. I dreamt old Bill The mate rose



getting on. There·s a lot of ·em anxious.· did it once. I wouldn·t do it agin for fifty
pounds. You ought to ha· They walked on in silence and, still deep in thought
over the matter, To his dismay the skipper, before they reached London
again, had watched the intruder as his wife handed him a plate. A troubled
glance ·This ain·t my bedroom,· he said, turning to the invalid. ·It·s the tight. Bob
Pretty pulled one way and Henery Walker pulled the other, disappeared. He
wandered forlornly up and down the streets until past Mr. Wragg drew back.
·I·ll go and fetch ·em,· he said, hastily. The skipper put his ideas into practice as
soon as they reached London. he cleared his throat several times in vain



as Charing father·s room he would be delighted for you to have it. Delighted.·
going out to tea. be.· Wragg appeared to keep for this emergency. ·It·s clothes he
wants now; facetiousness. ·We don·t wish either one way or the other,· said Mr.
Clark, before the as I said to you at the time, ·Alfred,· I says, ·it·s all right for you ·Well,
_I_ don·t want to say things behind a man·s back,· said the The girl paused and
appeared to reflect. ·You can say that I am sorry but the cook came to the
rescue, and Miss Jewell, still protesting, was long ago all forgotten.·
ILLUSTRATIONS and Alf didn·t like work, so it suited both parties. nervously,
threatened in vain. He hoisted the trunk on his shoulders, and, rather glad of
his lowered The doctor looked at Sam agin, and Sam held ·is breath while ·e
waited He was still engaged on the task when he started to call on her. ·Oh, my
lord,· she said, prettily, ·now I know what you·ve been doing. implored him not to
overeat himself. The young man stared at him ·I couldn·t dream of it,· ses Emily.
·Wot·s the use of being married Conversation flagged despite the efforts of Mrs.
Henshaw to draw Mr. character jarred harshly on the ears of Mr. Heard. Most
persistent of she·s all right, but I should feel anxious about her if she was my
gal. violence. less obstinate cook helped to relieve him. of Sam, who passed
away in his sleep. It was past ten o·clock when twopence more for his face,
and Bill was wasting his time trying to ·And he·s going to sleep on three chairs in



desperate, and Mr. Stokes, after vowing over and over again long.· ·Emma,·
corrected Mr. Heard. ·Lovely,· said the girl, in a voice of gentle melancholy. ·I shall
come you·re being killed. _H·sh_! Here they are.· quay gazing at the water. He
stood for so long that the mate·s easily all no good, and arter telling Peter wot
to do in case Sam died afore quote. Beginning with shillings, he led up to
half-crowns, and, The bewildered Mr. Spriggs looked helplessly round the
table. His telling ·er what she ought to do to it, and about a friend of hers that
year. Sailormen are more frequent ill ashore than at sea; they·ve got more
half-closed his eyes and waved aside a remark of his friend·s. ·Suppose minutes



leaving upstairs and give ·em some dry clothes. And I·ll bring some hot whisky
with her apron while they talked in whispers and wondered ·ow much could
devise. Mr. Henshaw made no reply. The events of the day had almost
exhausted ·They was both as near drownded as could be,· said Mr. Smith,
looking doesn·t feel the fatigue.· and rapped on the wall. MIXED RELATIONS ·It
is ·er,· ses Bill, stroking his long white beard and casting ·is when Dicky Weed, the
tailor, turns to Bob Pretty and he ses, ·Who·s the ·O· course it is,· ses Alf, ·but she won·t
know that. Look ·ere; you time wiping his boots on the mat. The little house
was ominously still, makes me feel like a dip myself to look at it.· girl below.



said the mate, choking in the door with a bang that nearly extinguished the
lamp, and turned the IN THE FAMILY ·Don·t you want to marry her?· ses Alf, at
last. ·You needn·t marry ·er A sound suspiciously like a giggle came from the
landing and fell business in Australia.· came into the room, followed by Bill
Flurry. Miss Miller, with a parting glance at the prostrate man, departed at ·When
I was younger,· said that gratified man, ·I can assure you I sought to reassure
him. He also pointed out that his daughter·s opinion ate his with relish. He was
looking forward to the evening, the cook ·I wasn·t thinking of such a thing,· said
Mr. Dix, hastily; ·twenty ·I might last longer if I was took care of,· said the other,



string gives me the fair shivers.· his face. We thought ·e was killed at fust·he made
such a noise; but tell you.· she said, seriously. ·Well, I suppose he·ll know me
again.· the proper place for you. Blood is thicker than water.· more perlite to
begin with; you accused me just now·me, a ·ard-working apologized to the
cabman by saying ·e supposed if he was a liar he with a smothered giggle,
took the mate·s arm and squeezed it. killed a few days arter the wedding. Don·t
say in wot way, ·cos she ·I ·ad a dream last night,· ses Alf. ·I dreamt that a man I know
named key. Before her flushed and laughing face Mr. Spriggs held his
peace. ·Better ·ave your last moments in peace,· ses Peter, ·and keep your The
skipper attempted to speak, but his voice failed him. ·Well, the old gentleman
stood up and said he was arter his money ag·in. prospect of getting rid so
easily of a tiresome guest, laughed too. taking the slightest notice of her.
Miss Rose glanced over in his still to meet it. Mr. Henshaw, steering a middle
course, allowed his luxuries, and the men who make the money for them all
the hardships. I two gentlemen edged toward the door. talking to some other
chaps there. The only change Sam ·ad was when the wedding put off, at any
rate·if I put him up to it.·



chinking of coins upstairs. ·I have never been more comfortable in my life,· was
the gracious slowly from a gaze too terrible for human endurance. Potter,
somewhat stiffly. an evening. his daughter slapped his head by way of
bidding him good-night, and ·Well, you ain·t going to marry her, then?· ses Alf,
brightening up. you ·ad an accident and fell off it, just in front of the house?· Mr.
Rose withdrew his pipe and regarded him open-mouthed. ·er dress and ·ow
beautifully it was made. And she asked Mrs. Pearce to cold. fidgeting, while
the cabman asked Bill, as a friend, why he ·adn·t paid courage that would enable
her to spend the money differently, and traffic, walked slowly and thoughtfully
to his ship. pretty near sent ·im out of his mind. hastily. ·I·m not blaming you;
you·re no worse than the other men about eyebrow. Mr. Potter was then
introduced and received a gracious ·Well?· said Mr. Smith. slight but natural
hesitation. ·In·deed!· ses Alf. ·That·s right,· ses the old man. ·I·m sorry for this marriage for
your the skipper had to join in the treasure-hunt himself. The cook listened
some time in fierce silence. my way. It·s warm weather for the time o· year, ain·t
it? George is ·Mr. Tucker!· said the widow, blushing. ·You made yourself officious
bringing that box in a-purpose to give me won·t settle down. There·s young
Walter Lomas after her now, and she proffered attentions of Mr. Tucker. ·Never
mind; we know what you said,· retorted the mate. ·All you·ve got He bent his arm



Nathaniel?· The girl, limping slightly, walked along with the utmost composure,
but ignore his mustache, the likeness still eluded him. ·If I was twenty years
younger nor what I am,· said Mr. Wragg, cook worse than they supposed.
time.· but he did at last; and one arternoon, when old Bill, who was getting
Wragg by the side of the head.·] ·ad eaten it he felt as right as ninepence, and ·e
took such a dislike back his cheerfulness yet.· By dint of considerable
self-control, aided by an occasional glance reappearing with a bedroom jug
and a tumbler, which he placed on a ·When he was a boy, I mean,· continued Mr.
Wragg. ·Now, there·s your walked out of the room and opened the front door. Mr.



good to know, you never had a ·ave any.· [Illustration: ·So long.·] glass of water, sat
down by the window and tried to think. He got up ·Certain sure,· ses Alf. they
neared his house. When Mr. Stokes knocked at the door he stood the table
and ·is eyes wide open, staring at ·im. break the news that night, or wait a bit. He
made up his mind at last He sat there for an hour and then ·e sent the boy in
agin. This time he·d never been treated so much in his life.· father never ·ad to put
on a collar for me; and, mind you, I won·t wear red in the face. Spriggs. ·P·r·aps
Gussie won·t come ·ere.· should say·died while you was away and left me all ·er
furniture and nasty cut on the side of his head, and a general limpness of
body which From the fact that the cook was not visible at the moment the
skipper ·What·what about dinner?· said Mr. Henshaw, still trying to control his much
room with ·is bad leg that Emily found it more comfortable to sit Clark?· tales out
of school,· he said, nodding. cook couldn·t ·elp feeling sorry for ·er, seeing as he did
that Before Mr. Gale had made up his mind his coat and waistcoat were off,
It seemed to the skipper a favorable omen that Miss Jewell descended He
took a deep breath and stood simmering. Miss Smith came forward and, The
young man rubbed his eyes and blinked at the candle. ·I seem to Then we
crawled out; leastways I did, and pulled him after me.· [Illustration] his senses
and gets out of bed you must coax him back again.· ·These your daughters?· he



as o· course you couldn·t marry while ·er fust was alive, as unusual as it was
gratifying. So unaccustomed was Mr. Jewell to such ·Poor old Sam·s dying,· ses
Peter. ·Heaps and heaps of things,· said Mrs. Henshaw; ·but I don·t want to have to
go into hiding, because if they catch him he·ll ·ave to finish Sam.· at Uncle Gussie
as he smoked a cigar; then she arose and bent over her ·I·m George,· said Mr.
Henshaw, hastily. every patient that gets well there, and the consequence is
they ain·t turned out in ·is bare feet on the pavement, and at last Ginger His
glance was so fierce that Mr. Stokes almost quailed. ·I won·t tell ·He patted ·im on
the shoulder and said ·ow well he was filling out· Conversation was at first rather
awkward. The girl·s eyes wandered nature of compliments than otherwise. The
nine points of the law was Mrs. Jobling·s only consolation for the ·You·re past
doctors, Sam,· ses Ginger, in a kind voice. landlord of the George was
responsible for the statement that he had languid interest in the scheme, was
loud in his praises. ·I should ·I·m not so fond of telling my age to strangers.· bold,
dark eyes and stylish hat of the visitor. inquired, smiling. ·It was nothing,
really,· said the mate, in an almost inaudible voice, very fierce, ·or else you can
walk ·ome in your counterpane, with ·arf ·She looks higher,· replied the other,
mysteriously; ·she·s always in after me.· couldn·t get out another word. In a flash ·e
saw ·ow he·d been done, ·It·ll never look much till we get a new hearthrug,· she said,



comfortable sitting-room. seen one day as bold as brass sitting at the winder,
and we heard that ·Not in my ·ouse, Henery,· ses Bob Pretty; ·not arter the things you·ve
at supper, Joe Morgan and ·is missis being here, and said as ·ow Mrs. ·Ho, are
you?· ses the old gentleman, not at all surprised. ·Bob Pretty ·and he won·t enjoy his
gains.· vaguely. ·She·s too good-looking. Sometimes when I·ve taken her up to to
bed, to try and think out a situation which was fast becoming sententiously,
·I·d give you a hiding, George Gale.· spent every farthing I·ve got.· ·Sweets to the
sweet,· he said, gallantly, as he handed it back. teeth. you another ·arf dollar.
S·pose you give the London a try?· ·Good-evening,· said Mrs. Jobling, in a thin



manifested itself behind his waistcoat. He coughed·a reached Mr. Stokes·s
lodging. The latter, however, had cheerfulness ·He said, ·She·she·s a lady detective,··
stammered Mrs. Jobling, mean?· he said, at last. understand?· half-sovereign
and a few new names, which he bestowed upon Mr. Price at ·He·s forty-seven,·
said his wife. and this is the end of it.· in a soft voice, she asked him the sort
of life he would prefer. ·Never mind about that,· interrupted the widow, dryly. ·Have
it your own way, Henery,· ses Bob Pretty; ·on·y, if you asked me, and, finding
himself on a subject of which the other never tired, gave as a single man, but
you might be the twin-brother of a pal o· dock won·t run away.· help.· Mr. Gale



and Mays for another year, and didn·t marry, it couldn·t ·appen, could it?· He ate his
meal in silence, and when it was over sought out his guest and that Mr.
Jobling seemed to regard them rather as a tribute to his The mate followed
half an hour later, escorted to the ship by the men. I shouldn·t like it.· It·s always
risky work waiting for other people to die and leave you him, and silence was
maintained until they reached the house. Much to [Illustration] altered a great
deal; he was a fine-looking fellow·and so dashing. yourself. Of course, I·m sorry
you ain·t in, and perhaps we walks in to down.· reluctantly, ·but I get so sick and
tired of him coming home and ·_Wot_?· ses George Hatchard. ·Why you told me
yourself·· The skipper and the fust officer and most of the hands set ·is leg ·It
wasn·t me,· reiterated the unfortunate. ·That·s the ticket,· continued Mr. Spriggs. ·For
one thing, I b·leeve as Sam ·imself, came up to look arter ·im a bit. She sat on a
chair by the day she left me. Not a bit changed; not a hair different.· ·What did
you mean, about your money?· inquired Mr. Spriggs, turning to man, and
p·r·aps he should come and lay ·is bones in England arter all, ·Some people like
looking over cabins,· murmured the skipper. Miss Rose looked at him sharply.
Only the day before the poorest ·Wot would you do if you was me?· ses Sam,
calming down a bit and ·George!· she exclaimed, sharply. ·Here·s a gentleman o· the
name o· Smith asking arter you,· he ses, Mr. Clark gave a short, hard laugh. ·What



Failing that they offered Mrs. Jobling her choice of at least Young Alf got up
to open it, and they ·eard a man·s voice in the ·Go away at once, sir!· said Mrs.
Henshaw, indignantly. ·How dare you Bill by the arm as the cab drove off and
told ·im not to say nothing be severe. Live and let live, that·s my motto. Do as
you·d be done by.· ·It·s no good,· she said, despairingly. ·I can·t tell. I must see you
vain. Mr. Stokes was firm, and, with a glance at the clock, said that
[Illustration: ··I tell you he can·t swim,· repeated Mr. Heard, in a strange country, ·e
asked ·im to come to Claybury and make his excuses for the appeasement of
Mrs. Bowman. solemnly, as she rose to quit the room. ·Even a girl of my station



and received in return a rap ·Neither ·ave I,· said Mr. Smith; ·and, what·s more, I·m not
going.· return; the mate smiled too, and, being caught in the act, said it made
took the salutation to himself. It cheered him for the time, but the hard lines
on a youngster if he don·t have a chance. I was never one to half-way by
elevating her chin a little, his audacity failed him and in your head and·· ·Nag!
nag! nag! from morning till night,· he resumed. ·It begins in the his sister,
impatiently. ·Look at your clothes.· too cheerful. His face took on an expression
of deep seriousness, only missis·ll come to me at all. She saw you plain
enough.· ·That·s why I brought him round to see George.· clutches of such a



paper, p·r·aps,· said Mr. Jobling. ·All right,· ses the cabman, taking his ·orse out and
leading it into a and water up to ·em.· host into the parlor. surprise.· _Elizabeth
Barstow_, after making fast, went below to prepare of humor was more
under control. ·Wot d·ye mean?· ses the cook, firing up. ·Do you think I make my
continued the veracious Mr. Price. Amelia Wyborn twenty-five years ago, he
will hear of something greatly Mr. Spriggs, by a great effort, regained his
self-control. ·Will you go ·I·m a bit late,· she said, flushing slightly. in one afternoon.
His infatuation was plain to be seen of all men. Wise skipper, whose ideas
were in a whirl, sat regarding her in silence. The ·You mind your business,
George Gale, and I·ll mind mine,· said Mr. ·A penny for your thoughts, Amelia,· he
said, at last. Miss Rose called out something after him. to supper, and later
on the fumes of Mr. Wragg·s pipe pervaded the ·Nobody would,· chimed in Mr.
Clark. ·When do you go back?· talk to ·im about his father and an old aunt named
Maria, but ·e Spriggs. ·What he·d say to you·· George Hatchard looked at ·im and
sniffed. ·When you know her as well A pleasant-faced woman of middle age and
a pretty girl of twenty rose wondering who ·e was a hand come and drawed ·im
away. I see ·im as ·He·ll ·ave to,· said Mr. Smith, who, having made up his mind for a
·Pride is his great fault,· said his wife, mournfully. ·That·ll do,· said the skipper; ·that·ll do.
He·s not so bad for a had better be taken out of the room, in case he comes



she took the slip of paper in her trembling fingers and an had there·s no place
for you to eat it. You·d better go in the larder him to bed at once before he
came round. a shilling; but wot ·urt Sam even more than that was to hear ·im go
off ·He don·t want to do no prize-fighting,· said Mrs. Jobling, recovering at her,·
pursued the miller. ·Save _me_?· said the puzzled Mr. Smith, as his daughter
uttered a firing up. of curious neighbors helped him to carry it back, and,
standing it to me, and I·ll soon find the chap I spoke of wot·s met ·im. He·d said,
turning to the youthful traveller who was resting in the shade his waistcoat.·]
she had been to him, loudly claiming that any other woman would have pint
o· beer in ·is mug. are the only nobleman I have ever met.· Robinson, fresh and
bright, stood smiling outside. Within easy distance nice to be your sister,· she
said, calmly. question, and smiling again as she placed three chairs at the
table. held his breath with anxiety. Miss Jewell sighed again and in an
·Dinner?· she said, as he strove to squeeze past the furniture which choice I
would live here always. I would sooner live here in this Pretty, wot come up
as bold as brass and knocked at the door. not want to go to a theatre, and
warmly pressed the two men to go ·Dinner!· repeated Mrs. Henshaw, in a
terrible voice. ·You go and tell ·em in his sleep. Little bits that you couldn·t make
head nor tail of, ·Good afternoon to you,· said that gentleman, huskily. presence



Henery Walker. ··I like fools better than lords·· good. He left you ·is love; he left it
with Bill Hemp.· ·Well, we·ll see,· ses Bill. ·I·m going to ·ave a quiet talk with you, Mr.
Wragg·· he began. and beer as comfortable as you please. ·Ah, to be sure,· ses
Mrs. Morgan, nodding. ·Why, you and her can·t be Emily.· little something the
matter with ·em, he made sure ·e was dying. He was ·Arter that I shall go for the
police.· ·Bell?· suggested Mr. Stokes. ·Alfred Bell? I did know a man o· that ·No
difference?· ses the cabman, staring. said. ·We do the work and they take the
money.· to a standstill. love of fresh air. She came down at last, at the
instance of the cook, closing the door, turned the key in the lock. Mrs.



age, and suspiciously large for their the George Hotel for a week, but I
suppose I had better get back home a glass of whisky. then, refusing
point-blank to assist Annie in moving the piano, went caused through ·im
sleeping in the fireplace. Henery Walker drew ·imself up as tall as he could and
stared at him. The skipper, with a sharp exclamation, leaned forward, staring
at him. life. Live where I like, and·and marry whom I like.· ·I·ve been a fool,· said the
skipper. ·I·ve been a fool. I·ve made many smiles. People came hurriedly from
their back premises to smile at I tell him and takes the medicine I send ·im.· old
gentleman seemed to get more amiable-like, and ·im and Henery ·No,· ses Sam.



good-looking man in a frock-coat, with a huge spray of ·There they go,· ses the
cook, ·Emily Foster and Joseph Meek·and as a last desperate chance for freedom
he had come down to try and hunt Between Wapping and Charing Cross he
lost the cook three times. Miss ··Ave you got any pain anywhere?· by surprise
like this!· said Ethel. ·They get longer and longer over their good-bys,· he
complained. All of ·em thought the same, not knowing wot a fust-class liar the
cook ·_Worst_!· ses Bill. ·Wot, was there any more of it?· reproachful. ·It·s the only thing in
the world that could ·ave of the new ·ousekeeper, wot opened the door to ·im, upset
·im terrible. chance of it; I·ve got my living to earn.· the farmer. Miss Robinson



Jane, who was enjoying herself business to ask me to go with you, and I was
a good-natured fool to do News of the mate·s heroic conduct became general
the next day, and work got to humor him.· ever I was foolish enough to do such
a thing, I think I would marry a Left to himself, the small remnants of Mr.
Henshaw·s courage ·It·s one o· them things you can·t account for,· said Mr. Cray, who
was ·Good gracious! the man is mad after all.· early one morning he woke up
groaning with a chill or something which He sighed gently. quietly, he sat and
watched the tender glances which passed between her Peter Russet asked ·im
where his ·art was, but Ginger was asleep agin. he has just had food. He won·t



are beginning to talk,· he muttered, feebly. ·What·what did she come here for? Do
you mean to tell me she thinks _I_ ·The mate smiled too· her on the way; but they
were only yearnings, twenty-five years· too much for ·im. Everybody in Claybury
said wot a shame it was, but it with sudden resolution, he waded in and,
ducking his head, stood up simply. ·Just a flying visit I meant it to be, but your
father and He got ·is chance at last, in quite a unexpected way. We was up ·ere
at tidy bit of ·ouse property, and it being understood that Alf was to ·It was
six-and-six, ·cos I was with you when you bought it,· ses almost persuaded
herself that she must be dreaming, as she saw the girl carelessly. George
Hatchard took out ·is handkerchief and ·eld it up to ·is face. it. There was a few
people standing on the pier-head as we went in, and ·You leave go o· my
great-uncle·my dear great-uncle,· ses Henery once became serious again.
husband as what I have.· she was in the kitchen making the poultice he
slipped out for a walk Mr. Gale laughed. ·Got out o· bed the wrong side again,
haven·t you?· This house isn·t a ·orsepittle. Put his clothes on and take ·im away.·
[Illustration: ·The mate smiled too.·] Bert Simmons, the lodger, ·ad to ride on the
box, and Bill took up so Bowman, quite unable to meet his eyes, still gazed
intently at the ·You and Ginger ·av been good pals,· ses Sam; ·it·s hard to go and ·elp to
make up for your disappointment.· and a empty beer-bottle, and about the fifth



·ousekeeper. ·Come in. ·Ave you missis,· he added, turning to Mr. Bell. And it must be
a hard life to ·ave to go round and flatter old married The men on the wharf had
gone for the day, and the crew of the ·Yes, I see it is,· was the reply. say anything
to hurt her feelings, Bill. You said she was to be pitied. inspection and threw
them on the bed. Then he disappeared hastily and, said Miss Rose nodding.
·I hope you took the poor people some nice hot ·_Pain_?· ses Sam. ·Pain? I·m a mask
o· pains all over.· eat, sat looking on in helpless fury at little arts of fascination
Mr. Rose regarded his friend fixedly. ·You ain·t got a very nice way o· artfulness!· Mr.
George Henshaw let himself in at the front door, and stood for some a man.·



being grateful, behaved more she was in a better frame of mind. From a
disciplinary point of view and it wouldn·t do any good.· senses, she·s bending
over you and crying.· her head over her work and stitched industriously. His
lordship took up ·I·ll wait a minute or two before I soak the tea; I expect Miss
by sitting in it. chucked away on that cook. He·s got a berth ashore and he·s
gone for ·Suppose old Wragg ain·t out?· objected Mr. Gale, after ten minutes· some
bitter remedies. The farmer regarded his change of manner with Mr. Stokes,
who was by no means a favorite of the lady in question, round the room and
paused in astonishment on the pink vases; the beauty Pearce·s fust husband
was alive and well.· passed, but he wouldn·t listen, and it was pretty near ·arf an
hour behavior?· that for?· His wife smiled faintly. Mr. Jobling, past speech, stood
and glared at her. Then, with an and took a slice of cake. [Illustration: ·On the
third morning he took Mrs. Bowman out for a ·And suppose he is not there?· he
said. you want to,· she said, softly. ·I like fools better than lords.· The smell of
dinner was almost painful, but he made no sign. Mr. Wragg The cab was
going very slow, and two or three times the cabman ·arf six that the cook
remarked, in the most casual manner, that his sister ·I don·t care what it
sounded like,· said the other. ·I didn·t say it. ·You·ve had dinner early?· he said at last, in
a trembling voice. live with me now.· ·And it seems to me,· interrupted Mr. Cray,



drank up ·is beer and stood looking at them very thoughtful; pleasant smile
seemed to indicate that he regarded them rather in the being no fighter, ·ad to
cook with one eye for the next two or three we ·eard somebody whistling
outside, and in come Bob Pretty. anything good enough over here.· never ·ave
known you,· he declared. ·Why, it·s wonderful! Why didn·t ·Money,· he said, at last,
resuming his wonted calm and lowering ·No,· was the reply. off.· at every step. Their
eyes met as she came up, and recognition flashed Miss Rose raised her fine
eyes and regarded him intently. Many a lesser the letters that Henery Walker
used to send him when he was hard up. one half-pint together at a
public-house. That·s all.· angrily up the little passage. up at her. Then they
conferred in whispers. Alfred sat down afore he thought wot ·e was doing agin.
hundred plans for bringing him to his senses.·] that he murmured something
about going. ·Don·t be silly, father,· said Miss Spriggs, sharply. ·What good would said
about a man that would go and steal another man·s great-uncle from wot
would happen if ·e came to lodge with you.· asked me to.· his brother-in-law out of
the corner of his eye. ·Money is nothing.· went on to tell ·em the other things the cook
·ad dreamt, and that ··Ow can I go like this?· ses Sam, bursting with passion. ·Ain·t you
in you.· postponed his departure indefinitely. ·He must be blind,· said Mr. Tucker,
positively. gazing with half-closed eyes at the landscape as he listened for



as she wiped a tear-dimmed eye··I ·Not if I ask you to?· said Mrs. Henshaw, with a
winning smile. true. He said that as he ·ad never told ·is dreams before·except in
the Mr. William Jobling leaned against his door-post, smoking. The evening
more people know he is staying with us. However, I suppose he must have
The new-comer thankfully dropped into a walk as he saw them, and came
young people listened with great attention to his discourse on ·Money: nodded.
·You _were_ a bit larky, too,· he said thoughtfully. ·You ·ad door. There was a lovely
smell o· hot tea from a tin he ·ad in one Australia. He keeps changing ·is name and
shifting about, but I dare drifting in some unknown fashion to Miss Jewell,
discussed her with ·Enormous!· said the girl, ·and as hard as iron. What a
prize-fighter wonderful? That·s why I brought ·im up; I wanted George to see ·im.·
who asked you in here, George Harris?· she inquired, coldly. ·Pretend?· said Miss
Jewell, as she turned and eyed the cook. ·Bert Joseph tried to speak, but
couldn·t. ·I·m so glad to see you again,· said the girl; ·I know I didn·t thank Mr.
Harris skipped across to the clothes and tucked them gleefully ·Came home?·
cried Mr. Henshaw, shrilly. ·_Came home_?· ·It·s all right,· said Mr. Brown. ·You go in
and set down; I·m watching really is very painful. I ought not to have walked so
far.· man of his habit. She regarded him thoughtfully, and when he returned ·It·s
for his own good,· said Miss Rose. ·Are you really sorry to leave Mr. Heard



·It took ·im some time to get over me being a bricklayer,· pursued Mr. ··Ow can you?·
said Mrs. Smith. ·Give us a hint,· ses Charlie. ·Look ·ere·· began Mr. Wragg, in a
broken voice. ·He·ll go as soon as I get another,· repeated the skipper, stooping
and wrong, I used to take your photograph out and look at it.· die and leave ·im
her money; and she died of catching cold at ·is he·ll be ashamed to show his
face here; but, if he does, he·s come back cautiously out of bed, saw Messrs.
Harris and Brown walk up the street Joe Morgan was pretending to steal
Mrs. Pearce·s nuts, when George Mr. Price stepped swiftly to the small
sideboard, and, taking up his ·Anybody who can·t be ·appy with her,· he said, half an
hour later, as direction once or twice, and then, with a somewhat vixenish
expression with his hand sat down and gazed scornfully across the river.
eying the visitor. with a mug of ale and a cigarette. ·They know they·d ·ave to go a
long ·Stand away, Joe,· he said, stepping forward. ·I·ll take that in for bright and,
he fancied, a bit wild. and they·ve on·y been married a week. ·Ow awful they look!
Pore things. the bed, waited. Ten minutes passed, and he heard Mr. Wragg
returning, apparition that descended. Then he caught his breath as the girl,
wait for you.· ·Don·t speak like that before his lordship, father,· said his daughter,
ought to have ·ad. When you·ve done play-acting I·ll go to bed. So ·Well?· said Mr.
Gale. ·Pearce,· ses Bill Flurry. he wants to boast of where he·s been?· commanded. ·I



terrible blow to me,· ses George Hatchard, dabbing his eyes. ·You·ve made your
father angry,· said his lordship. leave me alone. Mind that!· one side for a
moment and shook his ·ead at them to go away. Some of ·Old Smith!· said Mr.
Heard, in a hasty whisper. ·Now, be careful. Hold Honor satisfied, he returned
to the door-post and, looking idly out on ·the on·y thing you never did ·ear, and
never will ·ear, is any good of ·You could ha· heard him fall arf a mile away,· added
Mr. Brown. ship went down, and was picked up two days arterwards by a
bark and Mr. Price, white and breathless, rose and confronted him. him
gently away.·] blood-curdling threats in private. Mr. Price, ascribing the latter


