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cize classical argument as footed: in a mfale value system and tainted by -
"'t metaphors of warand combat. Thus, classical arguments, with their emphasis on

.+ . *agsertionrand refutation, are typically praised for being “powerful,” “forceful,” or
Wfisarming.” The writér “defends” his position and “attacks” his “opponent’s”

. position usin - an _ ,

- "blow away" his opporient’s claim. According to some feminisfs, viewing arg.
inient as war can léad to inatithenticity, posturing; and game playir ' |
chare this distrust of dlassical argumentation often find Rogeriani arguinent ap-
pealing because it stresses self-examination, clarification, and accommodation’
rather than refutation. Rogerian argument is more in tune with win-win negotia-

tion than with win-lose debate. : :

To illustrate a conciliatory or Rogerian approach to an issue, we show you a
letter to a friend written as a class assignment. The, student writer, Rebekah
Taylor, is an outspoken advocate for animal rights on her campus. Note how
Rebekah “listens” empathically to her friend and proposes a compromise action.
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‘Rebekah Taylor (student) = "~ ...
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Dear Jim, o : J UL S S L
I decided to write you a letter today because I miss our long talks. Now thatI 1

" have transferred colleges, we haven't had nearly enough heated discussions to sat-

isfy either of us. I am writing now to-again take up one of the issues we vehemently

- disagreed on in the past—meat-based diets. - A

- . Jim, I do understand how your view that eating meat is normal differs from 2

mine. In your family, you learned that humans eat animals; and this view was rein-

forced.in school where the idea of the food ‘pyramid .- hased :on-meat protein was
taught and where most children had not even heard of vegetarian options. Also,
your religious beliefs tanght that God intended hirmans to have ultimate dominion
over all animals. For humans, eating meai is part of a planned cycle of nature. In
short, you were raised’in a family and comnrunity that accepted meat-based diets as
normal, healthy, and ethically justifiable whereas I was raised in a family that cared
very deeply for animals arid attended a church that frequently entertained a vegan

as a guest speaker. A
" Let me now briefly reiterate for you my own basic~beﬁefs about eating animals. 3
As I have shared with yoit, iy personal health is-important to me, and I, along with -
other vegetarians and vegans, believe that a vegefarian diet is much more healthy
than a meat diet. But my primary motivation is niy deep respect for animals. I have al-
ways felt an overpowering sense of compassion for animals and forcefiil sorrow and
regret for the injuries that humans inflict upon, them. I detest suffering, especially

g facts.and data’as “ammunition”. arid reasons as “big guns” to .- R

blaying. Writers who © - ¢
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Part Two Prin'cip'le:s of Argument’

when itis forced upon creatures that cannot speak out agamst it. These deep feehngs

led me to become a vegetarian at the age of 5, While lying in bed one night, I looked-

up at the poster of a silky-white harbor seal that had always hung on my wall. As I
looked at the face of that seal, I made a connection between that precious animal on
my wall and the animals that had been killed for the food I ate every day. In the dim
glow of my Strawberry Shortcake mght light, I promised those large, dark seal eyes
that I would never eat animals again. Seventeen years have passed now and that
promise still holds true. Every day I feel more dedrcated to the cause of animal rights
around the world:- - -

I know very well that. my personal convrctrons are not the same as yours.
However, I believe that we might possibly agree on more aspects of this issue than
we reahze “Although we would not be considered by others as allies on the issue of

; eatmg meat, we do share a common enemy—iactory farms. Although you eat animal
-products and I do not, we both share a basic common value that is threatened by to-

. day s factory farms. We both dlsappro.ve of the unnecessary suffering of animals, . .

- Though we might disagree on the morality of using animals for food at all, we
do agree that such animals should not be made to suffer. Yet at factory farms, bil-
lions of animals across the world are ‘born, live and die in horribly cramped dark

and. foul-smelling. barns, None of these animals knows the feeling of fresh air, or of

warm, blessed sunlight on theit backs. Most do not move out of their tight, uncom-
fortable pens until the day that they are 1o be slaughtered. At these factory farms,
animals are prccessed as if th,ey veere fnauin die cbjects, W1th no regard for the fact
" that they do feel fear and pain.
Tt is because of our shared cpposition to animal suffenng that I ask you to con-
sider making an effort to buy meat from small, independent local farmers. I am told
by friends that all superma.rke ts offer such meat options. This would be an easy and
effective way to fight factory farms. I know thatI could never convince you to stop
eating meat; and I will never try to force my beliefs on you, As your friend, I am.

- grateful simply to be able to write to yoil so ca.ndrdly about my beliefs. I trust that -

regardless of what your ultimate reaction is to this letter, you will thoughtfully con- |

s1der What I have wntten, as I wﬂl thoughtfu]ly consrder Wha.t ypu Wnte in return.

Sl‘pcerely, . . , A
}_Rf’ebekah o - 'f'*"



