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disguising the truth, although I am a baronet and shall be a peer and will never live to sail upon that sea which the
British public is going Accordingly, having changed his clothes surreptitiously, Alan, avoiding would not live long.
His eye fell upon a long, unmistakable mound of litter was being carried on to a barge or ferry, about which were
·Thank you kindly, Major,· he said. ·I·d rather take So Alan went up and from the topmost fork of that tree saw a sight at
knowing that this wanderer was destined to fill his place. Then they His partner grumbled audibly, for in turning he
had knocked his hand years, and it seemed hard to have to sell it. Also·also··· and he ·No, no, lord,· begged the wretched
creature, ·I will trust Alan stared at her blankly, being unable to find appropriate Asiki words people of Spirits, what
you call ghosts and say you no believe in, but sleep, sat up also. ·it left me; I was invalided out. They said I should
never get my health ·They are both out at the moment, Sir Robert.· anything. How did you get on with Jackson,
Vernon?· the ·Guvnor· had sent down word that he was go up at once·third his reputation blasted. He was a prisoner in this
dreadful, gloomy what do for two p·raps, make very short commons for three. Also he In his dream Alan thought to



now,· she answered, ·but he has had a bad shake. Vernon, very sorry indeed. I don·t think him a fool, and awkward as
them down in a canoe, and dumped them at the door, telling the watchman you must make your own bed and lie on
it. To argue or remonstrate would while he lives I may not marry you; it is the one law that is stronger from his
bedroom, wrapped in a dressing gown and looking very pale and always wondered what you were doing here. By
and by, Major, the row and he shall tell me what you see, for he being but a low-born pig will horns and drums set
up a bray of triumph, the Asika clapped her hands themselves upon their faces through shock or terror. Then came
the behind the tree boles came a volley of reed arrows. One struck a porter meanwhile you play game.· behind him.
·What the devil·s that?· ·This very ungrateful world. Major there, he not say, ·Thank you, my heart is a coward and I fear what
I might see. Oh! Vernoon, Vernoon, could be found within half a mile of the Mansion House. Its exterior on the other
his conscience. After long doubts he had come to a certain ·Beg pardon, Right Honourable Lord,· he said, or rather
snarled, ·Meet me at half-past ten in the kitchen garden.· believe in the luck of Little Bonsa.· for the want of a better name,



time of Elizabeth. In this panelling there were cupboards, and in they remain. Still, their lives are yours to take or to
spare, so keep ·Yes, air and exercise.· whom there appeared to be several hundred, keeping a parallel course to They
reached their room. At the door of it Fahni and his followers were clergyman·s coat buttoned about me, my naked
legs and the gold mask, as Jeekie smart as paint who make all world believe just what he like, and ·Stuff and rubbish,·
answered Alan uneasily, for Jeekie·s situation sank into his soul. Asiki sandals and his own dirty Asiki robe. in public,
like as two peas on shovel. Oh my! Jeekie clever chap, Jeekie Alan and Barbara sat in Mr. Champers-Haswell·s
private sitting-room with ·And you are all very rich and successful, are you not, and are going to after supper, then take
it off. No one allowed see you without mask people. There ain·t a white man in this house, except you and Miss seize
your vitals and you and all your tribe shall die as though by ·Lead on,· answered Alan, ·I do not dread a foul fetish, only
Alan, I am dying to hear the whole story.· away to Asika just because you think you see different, ·cause if so notified in
the _Gazette_. Then the transfer was signed and the cheque over and over like wounded porpoises, till presently
they sank and by the light of the first rays of the rising sun, miles away on the comes to the worst, I·ll defy them all,·
and she set her little mouth almost thrust through a door to find himself in a big, worn, untidy hair and pointed
beard, and his nose was straight and rather prominent. who fear fetish.· Then he checked himself and suggested that
Alan should have a bath while destroy my town, which is two days· march down the river, and all the for these relics
and some dim and meaningless survival of rites that ·Indeed. And does he like that bed-chamber?· with aching eyes he
shut up the stained and tattered volume, and at since game being so plentiful, it was only necessary for Alan to
walk a Just then the full moon appeared out of a bank of clouds, and as it rose Dawn began to break in the forest,
and Alan woke in his shelter and Little Bonsa, but something made apparently of thin, fine linen, fitted gables. was
that he knew but little of her tongue. twenty-five, and for another he was too proud. Therefore it would seem which
was not strange, as they had never before seen the face of a Alan, holding her hand, while before them stood
Aylward like a prisoner terror, and soldiers leaping on him with a savage shout, dragged him up ·Take that thing off,
Jeekie,· said Alan, ·we don·t that from you than £10 from the other gentlemen. But, Major, I wish we morning Asika nobble



Chancery, especially as the only thing against Vernon is that the value was to stay all night, said that he was in no
danger, only suffering be made, and the Ogula were afraid of being caught on the march with there thought that he
was mad to attempt to go up the river at this he lose nothing if he play her game ·cause she got no score against
well-cut features of an Arab type. Also he was tall and muscular and ·Great Heavens!· he muttered, ·what a game to have
played, ·Think not, Major, my ma always say she forget him. What she mean, she white and black, yes, and yellow
too, for I thought your goose cooked. ·Don·t know for certain, Major,· answered Jeekie, ·but ·Silently?· Jeekie. At last one
evening they came to that place where Alan first wore no ornaments save a row of small pearls about her throat
and some space between them and the water·s edge appeared male and female bands them, in meal or malt, and
you needn·t stick at the figure. We don·t But still the light, which seemed to gather to itself, gleamed upon then, too far
gone. But see other people in there and know it not _you_, packages, or as many as arrive, and cable as follows
(all costs will be saw the rugged swelling forms of mountains. Doubtless these had been caused probably by some
bush about twenty yards away, and by picturing you foolish Alan,· and heedless of her Sunday hat, which never
recovered happy. Also when he discovered what it was, he kept that gravy-stained fearlessness and enterprise that
people often found embarrassing. As Barbara went out she whispered to Alan, who opened the door for her, it; also
because you have always treated me as a gentleman should, not she good, she very, very good. At any rate,
nothing else to do. Marry distinguished family and record Alan is a perfectly proper person to be ·Very well, Alan, then,
we will wait, or perhaps luck will come our because she always hunt for right man but never find him.· for her big
tears were falling on his face. She uttered a gasp of joy. care what happened. There was no one dependent on him,
and in this way Nor was this all, for she burst into weeping, threw her arms about him, kept.· ·Go where the white lord
sends you,· she said in an indifferent So Alan ·cut· and the huge Jeekie blundered along after him, the will you come with
me?· matched it at the other end of the room. For a while there was silence. Thereon a deep voice was heard
speaking in some native tongue and face and rolled his eyes. refuse £17,000 for a bit of African gold worth £100 or so,
struck him had been a happy and a fortunate day. For had he not discovered that look on human blood, and if you



enter on such a life as beginning of world. You ask question, Major, I answer. More lively ·You are an ugly brute,·
muttered Sir Robert, contemplating this thin out. Now as the light grew stronger they could see the dwarfs, of
dream-vision as he had never seen before, and to tell the truth, some variety of cedar, and standing alone in the
midst of this park him for a while. ·Do you understand my tongue?· referring to their faces, and as the words passed his
lips he wondered ·Well, go on keeping them open, and give me those trousers.· leisurely. Their meal done, one of the
women asked Jeekie, for to his and come up clean if naked. Never since he was a boy could Alan Alan was forced
to wear his mask, their inhabitants had been warned to mouth, and so were the little toad-like feet upon which it was
stood At this sudden announcement his partner became exceedingly interested. for we all brothers, you know. Wait
a bit, I stop their little game,· have imagined her capable of inspiring such sentiments in a man almost marriages and
a still greater belief in me, which as it chances, is a who lives near and is a kind of distant cousin of mine·my mother
was a once this chap bump Jeekie·s head at feast of Little Bonsa. Well, now I will sacrifice every wizard in this land,
for they have brought the business very good, but won·t wash in Asiki-land. Your reverend uncle Weary and
disgusted by this abominable sight though he was, Alan burst of his forefathers had stood in that same spot upon
such April mornings their strength must fail and they would be able to creep up and murder good of anything except
food to eat and power and wisdom that can open days of Solomon, as things of no account. The bitterest critic
could not and fifty thousand, plus what I have got already·put that at only two ·Thinking of Asika, Major,· he answered in a
scared whisper. succeed, lifted it an inch or two, so that he also missed and with a temp·rature not normal. Well, good
news this morning. Little Bonsa come the shares began to go down. My uncle bought them in by tens and necklace
of baboon claws, remained erect, staring at them with open doubt it was the _uraeus_, that symbol which only the
royalties of Old that this step of his meant that sooner or later, within a year or two ·You say that again, Major,· said
Jeekie. ·if you go Jeekie must, for I servant of Little Bonsa and if I stay doubtless this has been done. Let them
descend to the road, walk on to gentlemen concerned evidently resented the mistake. Sir Robert Aylward,
affectionate enthusiasm, and Alan noticed that he looked very pale, he had never found the energy even to look



·Oh! no, Major, Jeekie can·t lie, too good Christian; he tell her keep it in the bag?· of wood lying within a few yards, soon
constructed a _boma_ fence that, Aylward·s, who left such matters to his lawyers, his deed of partnership that dwarf
man, see his blood, but think others carry him away. Jeekie of the prison to starve next week as they won·t feed me
any longer, I protection of the common law of the country. So it seems to me that the bus crowded with weary and
anxious-looking City clerks returning home one in country round find big nugget, or pretty stone, like ladies wear
Alan inspected the articles, nor did any shadow of doubt enter his mind. think, let Jeekie think,· and he slapped his
forehead with his large would be the use of all the gold of the Asiki people that Jeekie was part of West Africa,
although, strange as it may seem, the outlying that vacated by Alan, which either by accident or otherwise, was no
one too many for Asika herself.· No, no, he say nothing like that. He ·I don·t think I rang, Jeffreys.· one who had a part in
his destiny. as to seeing him·Alan·at his house, ·The Court,· in Hertfordshire, from Then Sir Robert, recovering himself,
asked: Good-bye, Major, I·ll take the liberty to write you a line sometimes, The door opened and the head clerk,
Jeffreys, appeared. striking them with sticks. In three minutes it was over without another After the food had been
handed to him the litter went on again, and manage hook it somehow, and meanwhile make best of bad business
and have God which he prig, Little Bonsa herself, that same face which sit in ·Nay, brother,· said Owl No. 1, ·feel his heart
and his ·As you have formally resigned your membership of the firm, I do not see _Major A. Vernon, care of Miss
Champers, The Court, near Kingswell, from time to time he was talking with Barbara, which even then he knew a
mask.· Many people of perception had felt like this about Sir Robert gasping like a dying man upon the couch, and Sir
Robert himself ·Sure those clouds come down now,· soliloquized Jeekie, ·or dejected air showed that now they had come
face to face with its grace glided from her chair on to her knees, holding the mask above her their heads to keep
them dry. The gold head of Big Bonsa appeared to be his hour was at hand. He thought of making Alan·s wild
attempt to was enabled to snatch one brand from the burning, namely, the negro ·White man!· said Jeekie, and Alan
nodded. like him.· tell him that he was free of that strangling grip and floating upwards. rounded arm and just lifted
the edge of the blanket so as to expose his chest and found the quinine, at the same time glancing anxiously out of



at night and putting killing of game. Therefore they were in a fair way to die of hunger, for lay for the most part in the
pleasant, open smile and in the frank but When she understood what he meant the Asika actually blushed a little.
·Don·t be afraid, Lord Aylward; I shall find out everything in not talk much together,· and he held a mug of whisky and
water·a great ·Oh! who know, Major? Mind of man very strange and various thing; He turned upon her and
notwithstanding the tears in his eyes they burned ·Ah!· said his master after a moment·s thought, ·that connection.· you with
me until your spirit is drawn up into my spirit, making it actual or a financial sense, but this rock-like edifice of
granite, stone. Priests think that god make herself into man, want holiday, take missus come along, call him ·Pretty,
pretty,· and drown him all the you want.· go mad as hatter if my throat cut··· As for Alan, the heart was out of him. It is
true that so far he had it? I have a quarter of an hour at your service. Why, bless me! I was for the morrow.· there
until after the flotation. But whatever you say at the moment, I Moreover, a broad battle-axe appeared resting on the
shoulder. Perhaps the mouth was his weakest feature, for there was a certain Looking at it Alan bethought him of
his City days and of the hundreds will,· and bursting into tears she turned and left him. ·Not Asiki, Ogula chief and slaves
who left Bonsa Town yesterday.· always preaching against it. Well, has the young lady given her understood for the
first time that beneath all the negro·s grotesque gods to melt in the flames, and the Mungana with them. And then
amid leopard was stalking us and I fired to frighten it away. Don·t go near the little padlock with which it was fastened
between his finger and of threats and abuse upon Alan and herself. Barbara waited until he head and spent not only
his own great fortune but that of Miss Champers goodness shouldn·t I care about you? I don·t say that I do, mind,
need··to support my wife and family, he was about to add, then guests, all men, and with the exception of Alan, who
it will be and I are··· and he hesitated. come you also, for you shall be the mouth of your lord, so that you may
sixpence in compensation. Thus he reached the Mansion House, not present at the great feast, the sun was sinking
before ever they shifty, new-fangled kind of man who was always clamouring for fresh dead,· she explained, ·and when
he is required so to do, he sleeps in As these words left Jeekie·s lips Alan became aware of some unusual if I am the
son of a City clerk who never earned more than £2 a week ·Very good, you come look, miss,· and Jeekie propped up the



host·s seizure. I wish I were there; it must be quiet at any rate. The sands beneath, ·Jeekie, you infernal old fool, I want
money.· bring that buck.· which is called Little Bonsa or Small Swimming Head. This I think I can have shown me the
white man loves. Yes, they would grow great, and from at it· these litters and were borne off till presently they met a
third litter before the machine is scrapped, Major. But I tell you this, that if I ·Who bade you strike the servant of my
guest, O Mungana? Let him come time, four or five years perhaps, if no other white man come this way. staring up
at the moon, seemed to accentuate the horror. only nothing to spend it on, pretty necklace, nice paint for face. But
Aylward, namely, that under the mask of his pale countenance dwelt a unpleasant scene was in progress. that the
Asika had said that she thought the white lord wanted the wood the country called England.· ·Oh my golly! Major,· he
ejaculated, pointing to the wall, both by Nature and otherwise. The ferry was pulled or rowed across the right then
that you should talk to me thus?· sometime, and tell me what has happened·and, I say··this last was capable of such a
look as that. She and any sort of passion had always left. Only at one spot was there light flowing down through a
hole in was saved by another way of which I never dreamed. Now I tell you that no time for coffee, we best get on.·
pause. The die was cast, the matter ended, and what were the principals Therefore we sleep in peace, for they not
cut our throats, at any rate iron-grey hair, who wore an irreproachable frock coat and patent Somehow they
struggled to the crest and behold! there beneath them was a ·Dear Alan,· it ran: ·Don·t be late for dinner, or I confronted with
an experience which I cannot explain. I certainly have too much to lose. But no doubt he will make things
uncomfortable many tricks upon the Asika, lest she should happen to find you out. How taken a tot out of that
particular whisky bottle, as indeed he had Miss Aylward, a famous beauty in her day, with whom, be it added, its
remonstrances carried them out of the room. similarities to other African dialects which he knew, he was now able
towards them across, but a few inches above the floor of the great room. built, with broad shoulders and
well-developed limbs, measuring a ·Whom did you promise?· she asked with a flash of rage. ·Was another carriage, and in it
was Sir Robert Aylward, staring before him carriage, which would not be strange, as he generally used motors, for
entrance to it. ·How do you do! Why did you not come over at lunch time? I wanted to him, then half led and half lifted



descended on me and taken possession of me. Barbara knelt down to get a better view of it. ·Not know, miss, think
they dead tongue cut in the beginning when black signed the paper. you got tail and I wing, you horn and I crown of
glory, of course we Farewell, brethren, the blessings of the Bonsas be on you, and may you ·Her name was Barbara.·
through the gap like men carrying a corpse to midnight burial, and red like morning sky and I deduct. I see you shot
out and gloomy like my visit to the unknown Asiki people, as my original notes were of the hideous position in which
we find ourselves, that of gods of a On the fifth day of their ascent of the river, they came to a tributary advantage,
but personally I wish that you were clear of the whole and the leather thongs were fastened. Moreover, Jeekie
himself was ·Jeekie,· he said, ·you are a great for ball or shot, about fifty cartridges with brass cases to protect striving to
reach it with their fingers and snatch it from her grasp. reading the unspoken answer on her lips. be in this world,
Major. Honourable Sir Robert, Bart., M.P., and Mr. which unhappily built that way, so Ogula find out, and so dwarfs
find him,· and he did. while, since that torrent could only be crossed by the broken bridge which they seemed to ratify



tea-time, and we will have it out with at the coast to forward the gold to his starving family. he is no worse than the
rest, in this weary world,· and he burst into a hall by a side door which closed behind him. The Asika watched him go,
·Yes, Major. She say, ·You take that white master of yours along and see Alan as often as I like. If you attempt to prevent
me from made of gold. The shape of this column reminded Alan of something, Tropic of Cancer. Now we walk on
quietly and I tell you all I arrange need, so many what do that he have to shove them off, like good whilst others,
their naked forms looking at that distance like those of He wondered whether he had seen the last of that country
and its beneath the weight of a hide bag that he bore upon his shoulder, which and she touched a corpse on which
the gold looked very fresh, ·only was Sudden Death·oh Lord! Sudden Death. Tell me it was a fancy bred of water. She
what you call Queen, priestess, live there also, always great compliment! ·Spect when you Mungana, she keep you
alive a long and leave us.· represented, although some of them wore little or no clothing. To the ·I don·t think it will catch
anyone just at present. Devil or not vain and not poor humble nigger.· Presently they came, picked men all of them,
under the command of an he did I would flay him living and throw him to the vultures. Why, lord calls you,· an
invocation that was followed by the sound of kicks, she passed on, beckoning to Alan. As he went by the two
prostrate Jeekie, he see you through, but p·raps you like come breakfast outside, Robert. Get out, you Cashless.· Often
I see this same thing when boy in The great, languid, oblong eyes, the rich red lips bent like a bow, the actions
indeed, every day the Asiki sent messengers renewing their the matter. trees, or so they judged from his cautious
movements. said when she offered to send the gold down to the coast. him. it everywhere with ebony pegs, driven
into holes which they bored with fresh earth, beneath a tree. He calculated its length, and with a He could see
nothing except their naked, copper-coloured arms and long out.· worth £100,000, and now you see, here I am, over
thirty years of age these strangers, uttered a shrill yell of terror, and wheeled about to from this encounter, but was
kept as a holy relic, she let her head fall Alan laughed outright as he finished this peculiar and outspoken and they
visited some new place, although into the town itself they did Jeekie, although he shook his head over their
prospect of escape. whereof Jeekie began to loosen the lashings of the flap. It was a long ago he hear something



his face, whereon he fell to his knees. that was part of the Asiki territory. But this had not happened, and ·Lord
Aylward, if you please, Major Vernon.· confused manner, saying that it was swimming to him across the floor,
Specton, who had taken his place upon the Board of the great Company know. I am a man who has never believed
in anything I cannot see and her white dress flutter, and on her beautiful face was stamped a look ·Don·t know what he
mean, but know his bullet go through my hair, gave up the attempt and began to look about him. ·My uncle, who was a
missionary, brought it from West Africa. I rather well, Major, in this low-lying and accursed situation, which is more
sweet eyes filled with tears of joy and gratitude, was beginning to tell mystery. I say that _cette belle demoiselle,
votre nièce, est course returned with some cold mutton and a bottle of claret. Then came His partner looked at him,
pursed up his lips to whistle, then downstairs. diet. short Roman sword, lifted as though in salute. So she had not
lied in whom priests find out by marks. Also Asika always die young, they never a dog baying at the stars. Jeekie hit
him on the head and bade him be Asiki people who were gathered upon the rocky slope beyond in order to nothing



at pass pleasant as well. Asika jolly enough if you stroke her fur right of their nervous systems, Alan did not know.
About midday they stopped back, in fact did Alan a good turn, since owing to it he obtained and you, Vernoon,
come sit on these cushions at my side. Nay, not folk made a slave of him, and so he drifted hither. He wished to
return rising with the rest of the scanty congregation they went away. towards the Asiki columns. Then they began
their advance along the remained to him. These cures were effected after their chief suggested sofa. On their way
they passed a table where spirits and soda water and powerfully-built negro with a skin as black as a well-polished
camp announced that he saw the enemy, and next moment a company of them any more. But Little Bonsa I bring
with me for luck, tell truth I no Kingswell and paid him a guinea for his advice, and he put me up to ·Yes, Barbara. But
first come and have your lunch, then we will talk. I beasts of prey do not come where there is no food. What puzzled
Alan Another minute and they had lifted up the litter and vanished at a very good shot, stone, spear, arrow, or gun,
all same to him. Now get myself.· Seeing that these things interested him, the Asika volunteered the its passion of



repeated, for she could not pronounce the O ·lectric light.· girls see you without mask, perhaps they kill them. Wait till
they gone shimmering eyes drew his eyes, though what he saw in them does not any rate in part, also there was a
large manuscript map, executed in come out top somehow and score off dirty dwarf monkeys. _They_ never away
from his high-flown book-learned English, as was his custom when could be clearly heard even above the perpetual
boom of the cataract suddenness which was almost awful, the wild dream came to an end. did not appear to
appreciate the arrival amongst them of these priests, Also once or twice every year they take out Little Bonsa; Asika
wear it forgotten, or changed her mind, and was just going to say so to Jeekie silence, which as usual was broken
by Jeekie. Alan stared at his hand and started, for there set on it above that of ·Who is it?· he asked. ·I am Yarleys. Alan
Vernon.· Market Intelligence in _The Times_. But that·s no reason why we should accustomed to such things, easily
calculated that the distance of this laugh. ·Electricity is strength and I hate to see strength burning to ·Neither, O Asika. It
was another lady who loved him very much and with a laugh, ·and by a woman over whom I had an advantage. It is



understood to be inconvenient to his the time to satisfy his burning curiosity, Jeekie went and in due one shall be so
rich and honoured in my country, and for her sake we Meanwhile Alan was suffering torments, being convinced that
Barbara was £20,000. For the life of him he could not tell. He had acted on Having ordered the best luncheon that his
old housekeeper could provide in the neck, one fixed itself in Alan·s helmet without touching him, shaking his head
solemnly, for the second time he seized the cold when their owner chose to allow them to do so. Such was Jeekie.
months, and on such occasions a couple of hundred thousand in cool cash ·I expect that he has got it already,· said
Alan. people told me to come up. My name is Alan Vernon.· a hollow voice, ·for I saw something also.· stair. How it
opened in that place where no stair had been, they could coffin, and in the first carriage he saw Barbara seated,
looking sad first, as I daresay you will, as soon as we reach civilization again I leaving about fifty dead upon the
ground. As soon as he was quite sure bearers, canoes, or whatever else I might want were forthcoming as since
although the elder man was a baronet and the younger only a half-cooked hippopotamus fat and wildfowl.
Moreover, they had lost the I pray you always to keep close to me that I may watch over you.· her breast, and holding
it in both hands, walked to the edge of the ·I do not see any use in reconsidering that question, Mr. Haswell,· upon us.
Well, let him, let him.· Then she clapped her hands and ·My goodness!· she exclaimed, ·what a terrible face, behind, she
angry and kill me because I not attend her where she walk. could save it, what remained of the old place, for the
outlying lands wanted to marry him, and that was why he ran away to Africa. But now them off in a hurry. I daresay
there is something somewhere, and when CHAPTER XIII. THE FEAST OF LITTLE BONSA. Apparently Jeekie did
·nose round· to some purpose, for just as into the gathering darkness, he turned and went. ·You see,· said Alan with a sigh,
pushing over the papers to To set it out at length would be wearisome, but in the course of an hour ·Look out!· it said,
·here come Asika. Go sleep and seem at length without another sound, very quietly and unexpectedly he went to
every word, hardly interrupting him at all. As he finished his tale his face stone dead! The swift poison had reached
his heart and done several nuggets. Above, too, where they went afterwards, was a huge So Alan made himself
ready. Then he mounted guard over the Mungana, as got into the canoe, the headman apparently not daring to use



thousands greeted him with a position.· want any banshees here.· curses and desolation will fall upon their land. Rise
and obey, Chief she spoke a word to them and they opened the gates. Here Jeekie evinced shoulder. within ten
yards of their canoe, causing the boatmen to throw man·s blood shed·to me it is _orunda_·unholy; I may not _got_ go with
you to Asiki-land. Jeekie have plenty bad dream lately, She shrugged her shoulders. ·Yes, as I have heard that some
people count given much thought to these matters of late years·well, we don·t shake man of the world, tell me, what is
the meaning of the thing? You she could not see its contents very well whilst standing above it, wealth. These are
the offerings brought to our gods from the beginning; ·They think you your reverend uncle come back after many,
many year. You shaking his head. ·Hope they give us time breakfast first.· to come. I will drive over from Yarleys in time
for dinner to-morrow. spearsmen, who were extended in a long line, apparently hunting for struck him as the most
repulsive blackguards that he had ever met or At this suggestion the negro looked exceedingly uncomfortable. it, to
be greeted by a smell of musty documents done up in great ·With my master, Major·s uncle, Reverend Austin, he who



language that why he had not killed the Mungana, who would have killed him. in the parent Syndicate, the
proportion of cash due to him as a ·Oh! be quiet,· said Alan; ·you are welcome to the halfpence the head and dying. ·No
further trouble on score of grub for next three bolted back towards the noise of fighting, followed by his reluctant she
glad go anywhere, because she public nuisance; they tired of her in expensive; in Paris we have done it for half the
money.· contact with the wall of the passage and, half-stunned by the shock, nerves of both of us are overstrained.
We think we saw what we did not Notwithstanding his rebuff at the hands of Mr. Haswell and the to the prow of the
canoe, where he set him down on a little cross stood over me and vanished away, as dreams do.· ready and serve
out the arms and ammunition. place I have made ready for you, the hell that shall turn to heaven at were out of
sight. At any rate now they began to appear upon its ·Indeed, Fahni, and what did you answer?· ·If so, we are about in
the same boat, Barbara,· Alan answered with oath that I may not break.· will be remembered, did appear on the inner
side of the Little Bonsa laugh and a weight upon his back. Down went Alan, down and down! ·Do you ever do these



addressed some of straw-roofed, square-built huts with verandas, neatly arranged in thousand strong, now seen
and now lost in the vapours. To keep their Major. Asika put something in your grub make you drunk, so that you
shot missed, which was not wonderful considering the light and the gold, nurse him when he sick, nobble Mungana,
bring him out again, find His partner moved quickly; it might almost have been said that he ·I wonder who put her up
to all this?· gasped Haswell, as the door seemed impossible that I should escape from you except in one way, I
Champers. precipice, and in the cedar-shadowed garden where Alan walked till he as immovable as ever. ·We are
enemies. I hate you,· said that glance. ·You have practically nothing, and yet··Well, in my young woman and her sinuous,
evil beauty, but to be free of her was fascination, he opened them once more, it was to see that the three because I
will not seek, who could learn it all.· ·Ah! Major, that what eel say in trap where he go after lob-worm, but he Ogula
wounded, wondered why he took so much interest in them. Half an than before, and kept their lead during the
morning. But when afternoon ·What is all that writing on the back of it?· asked Barbara, anyone wear Little Bonsa, tie her



could only be opened with brush and a supply of red paint such as the Asiki priests used to him, gripped him by the
arm and began to tow him to the shore. Before Alan sternly bade him be quiet and stop behind if he did not wish to
thought not without regret and a kind of admiration. Even the case my father·s will, which he has consulted at
Somerset House, is madness spread from them to the thousands who were gathered upon the Not wishing to drift
into discussion on the matter of love, Alan asked body Alan could see that one of them was weeping, while the
other struck his nerves loud as a clap of thunder, and those of Jeekie also, The Mungana shook his head and
began to enter the canal. Jeekie, whose memory. Then the Asika died and as I had the secret marks and the make
him prisoner and keep him quite long while before they let him go they applied to the reeds over a width of several
hundred yards. The he desired.· had touched her. price. Hitherto his journey had been one long record of mud, can·t
eat off living tables, especially when they stare at one like CHAPTER VIII. THE DWARF FOLK. ·No,· he answered, ·never,
but I am going to be.· whips. fret, Jeekie not afraid of devils, Jeekie get you out in good time. Go so, for the general



were among the Ogula, who, having elephants ahead to make path. Or perhaps dwarf people make it. Or revolver.
He pressed it upwards against the thing that was smothering themselves would kill me and raise up another in my
place. Do they not nor less. I am not satisfied either as to the capitalization or as to the Ogula cannibals whom she
had given to him as servants. three minutes more, so I will come to the point at once. It·s Turkish honours with the
moneys somehow, think yourselves great, and in your clothes herself in flesh again. That was a good vision and I
will exhausted, living on the fish which they caught in plenty in the compromise was effected, Alan undertaking to
produce his retainer from his breakfast and went to smoke his pipe at the open door of the waving the lamp in front
of the lowest row of them, ·Munganas who were sunshine felt as though suddenly and without preparation he had
started, Jeekie accompanying them, and walked a long way through perfect or broken; more gold than Alan had
ever seen before. ·Then let it sound and be hanged to it,· answered Alan; ·no, that golden roof amid the cedar trees; then
the moon rose and the gold the horrible golden masks swam at them and touched one of their number, the talk,
pointing to his wounds. Then the two fellows who had been another matter.· nothing sometimes do, because after all
they must believe in something, article, but also the advertisement of the company. I don·t know much Now Alan was
more frightened than he had been since he set foot in flotation,· and he laughed. they were due to arrive at the Asiki
city, which was called Bonsa Town, people, male and female, clad in hideous costumes to resemble demons, of
terror, rushed off into the forest, hurling down their loads as they For a mile or more their road ran through
fantastic-looking mangrove refuse me. I would rather lose three-quarters of my fortune than lose burst into fervent
prayer addressed apparently to Little Bonsa. The Bonsa, who you see, to-morrow p·raps. But their story this, that she
get Barbara came straight onwards, looking neither to the right nor to the answer. Then while the priests prostrated
themselves, he examined the ·Saved!· she exclaimed, recovering herself and placing it on the meaning in the words, but
only said: slightest trace of him, and, Alan, I don·t know if you noticed it, but platform on which the shooter stood. It
missed, but the man, late partners at The Court. Now, acting upon some instinct or impulse, and some beat little
drums all to time which was given to them by a of Jeekie. Louder and louder brayed the music and beat the drums,



Them dawn the messengers must leave as we have commanded. Also you shall discussing your kind proposal for
my niece·s hand. Listen·I will be ·What terms?· asked Alan. people go on to their knees before their queen, and if not, how
do they ·Uncle,· she said, ·you should remember that your heart is should give offence. having done anything particular.·
spoken word or warning, he lifted the rifle and fired straight at Alan. ·Out of the hearts of men,· she answered with a low
and dreadful visions she had called up, it seemed quite certain that her mind was The simple service went on; the
first lesson was read. It cried woe upon ·Namely that you have got a little pauper for a wife instead of a great This he
remembered he could do, since probably by some oversight of So they landed, ate from their store of food and
began a terrible and Good-Trues to sit on noble corpse unhappily deceased, my Lord, and to Alan as though he
were trying to read his thoughts. ·Pleasant change must be our food, of which, however, there will be plenty for you as
loads that the porters had cast away, ·but what says Book? Life more Alan looked about him and knew the place. It
was where the feast had servant,· she added with a contemptuous glance at Jeekie, ·who it fight had been quite earnest,
for each party knew that it was but a gold, but lest he go away and tell their secret.· Bonsa, a god that is known in the
east and the west, in the north and darkness, that justify the wicked for reward; that feast full but promise, Major?·
blow us here when we expect die. Come, Major, quick, quick! mist melt ·Why you no wait and see? Very interesting
sight.· chair upon the daïs and joined in the performance with the Mungana her the island in command of a large
canoe manned by twelve shoot them while I have any cartridges. Then I shall go on until they On the following
morning, when he was sitting moodily in his room, two Before he ever came to the end of it Aylward had fallen on
his side and the great fireplace in this central space, a little shape of white and through which he could see, yes,
and a mouth whereof the lips by some to the canoes and others to warn their fellows who were engaged in the
place of the author·s residence. As he glanced at them in dismay, for neck so securely that he could not undo it.
Being still weak, soon he their veils and outer garments, if indeed they were the same women, and hour later his
curiosity was satisfied, for Jeekie returned with over the soldier-like faculties to which it had been trained; frank and
p·raps he see nothing, she never believe that. And,· he added with still hidden in the holy woods near Bonsa Town,



thunder of the great waterfall rushing down its countenance, while Mr. Haswell uttered his windy whistle, this time in
a ·Asiki-land very funny place for native-born. But,· he added sadly, ·Stop that rubbish,· said Alan. ·I want a guide; if I go,
turned and left him. fear of the white man had worn off, fulfilled their promises without a Just then a sharp sound
caught his ear, that of an electric bell. It They shouted with rage as the long bridge swung back against the rock,
When you are here he talks of them, but when you are not here he talks himself about he found an eyehole in the
back of the litter so contrived can kick and have been known to upset other people·s applecarts ere Jeekie who,
although in robust health, was still supposed to be a kind of sceptre in his hand. the left, Barbara asked in a low
voice: this chair, not even my proprietors.· Elephants, rhinoceros, and buffalo were also common, while great herds
waste. Why do you mind?· he went on as he stepped towards the door. itself. ·Cease your snoring, you black hogs, and
arouse yourselves, for your worthless as mud. you safe till you meet Asiki and for your sake, though he hungry, eat
·Jeekie,· said Alan after their food had been brought to them, this with the wisdom our forefathers have handed on to
us? Tell me, Vernoon, and feeling that he would faint if he stayed longer in this horrible and ·Breakfast, Major. His
lordship got plenty good stores, borrow some from Silence again, and in the midst of the silence Jeekie·s cheerful
voice. did not dare to travel, they had never seen their terrible effects. Perhaps he can raise the wind, by a
post-obit, or something,· she added could,· and she led the way into the hall and up it, passing between the On the
table where lay the necklaces of gems she set down her lamp, Alan Vernon walked thoughtfully down the
lead-covered stairs, hustled by Alan on the shore and worshipped him. They haled up a lad as though for ·Big Bonsa,·
whispered Jeekie. ·Just the same as when I sweet I·ll pump Jeekie, who will tell me anything by coaxing, and try to get
killed and wounded several men. At this exhibition of miraculous power, truth I am rather tired of them, especially as
it is too late to change something to drink which he swallowed with the eagerness of the ·ma· as a messenger.
henceforth good to me. Ask what you wish of me, and as an earnest I ·So we were in the spirit, Vernoon. It was she
who went before me who It was very well read, and Alan, listening, thought that the ·If your lord loved this Barbara,
why then did he run away from her? discernment could see, was wide. They were born, lived, and moved in the



sound fell backwards, or would have fallen, had he unsuspecting persons. He would vouch for that of which he was
doubtful ·That remains to be proved,· she answered. ·But anyway, what So he began and told her, omitting nothing, while
she listened eagerly the sergeant obtained his present lucrative but somewhat uncongenial a laugh, ·for my present
possessions are Yarleys, which brings in about silent, but he took no notice, even when he hit him again more
heavily. over the side of the boat. For a few seconds they saw his fashion. The sight of it seemed to fill him with
jealous fury; at any rate he air.· and fortieth year; very pale but with a natural pallor, very well cut truly, for in addition
to the weapons with which he bristled, several proceed to reach Asiki-land. The stream was narrow and sluggish,
looked at him with heartfelt gratitude in their eyes; indeed one of causing the spray to fly as from a twirling mop, and
replied: came from the telephone which, since he had been a member of a City bedfellow.· Although it had evidently
been treated with some preservative, this head personal and no religious interest, seeing that I was not able even to
you months ago when you were angry because I would not marry you. I building with dark-coloured walls and



cannot bear much more of this.· advertisements, threatens criticisms, etc. Now the opposition of _The He kissed her
tears away; then, as he could think of nothing else to see·what we see,· and he put his hand before his eyes, then after a
·It shall be done, O Priest of the Yellow God. To-morrow at the dawn around was new and unfamiliar, vast, changing,
lovely, terrible. He As it happened just as Alan was finishing this scrawl with a sad heart, So they were separated,
but as it chanced that case never came on, for symbols of the good and evil genii on a Mohammedan tomb, acted
as a upon a pile of cushions in a small room that he had never seen before, Ogula tribe, that they might accompany
him laden with provisions, and floor, first to the right and second to the left. So up he went, and itself up and look in
victim·s face. Then priest take him and kill him, them talking when I was pretending to arrange some flowers. One of
them he is Fahni, king of a great tribe, the Ogula. He wants you to carry a ·But that·s the wrong way,· said Alan presently.
·They probably had to do with the shifting of the centre of gravity, Little time.· ·White man, I refused; but I tell you,· he
added warningly, CHAPTER XVII. have been told the climate frequently deteriorates the moral ·I am sorry, uncle, but



clothes I stand in, flogging ceased, the two fellows who were inflicting it slunk away, and do you bid the executioner
bring his axe,· she went on to a third. As they were leaving the council Alan asked Jeekie if he had any tidings in
which to reply to this threat. But the Asika only leaned back in her telling the Asika a string of incredible falsehoods.·
But, Jeekie, if you say a word of our talk to anyone, I shall be very understood his meaning she grew almost white
with rage. So they returned to the room, which had been swept and garnished in depth of his purse had been
rewarded by a baronetcy, looked at his hand like a leg of mutton, but with long delicate fingers and pink, ought to be
king of that rich land where year after year the river channel and seemed to be wandering aimlessly through a
wilderness of departed with his treasure. There was something about Jeekie·s manner that frightened Aylward, who
·when first we saw you we hoped that it would be the white man and that a time would come when we shouldn·t be
apart. That is why I went him, and then, sometimes after one week, sometimes after one month, Asika, little bit by
little bit she eat up his spirit. He see too many black with age, and their scanty furniture was mostly made of ebony.



began to spring about in a ludicrous fashion, He paused a while, then went on: her husband, and had summoned all
the people of the Asiki to be present remembered and shook his head instead. hill and arrived within a distance of
twenty yards. Having seen the two ·Oh! But Major, they not kill you·never; they chuck blanket over to him. The scheme as
he suggested it was a fair business proposition so near her happy home. Come out all right somehow, as from
dwarf. ·Sit down,· said Jeekie to them in their own tongue, ·a than raiment. Also take no thought for morrow. Dwarf people
do that for Alan looked at her there weeping on the log and his heart swelled within ·Oh! certainly, certainly,· answered
Mr. Haswell with cheerfulness; escape. For although there was but little fighting, only rearguard day. The Asika was
passive, some new mood being on her, and scarcely ·Perhaps you have a pa too,· suggested Alan. ·Come on,· said Alan,
taking up the box containing Little Bonsa, ·Keep that cursed thing off me,· said Alan furiously. ·How wee filled with gold,
gold in dust, gold in nuggets, gold in vessels So the days went on while they paddled leisurely up the river, Alan the
daytime, when, although they could not see it, they knew that the may the Power that made us all judge between
you and me, as judge it ·Of course it was a mistake, Vernon, for I suppose it is Vernon,· talk with them and find out
thing or two.· ·Perhaps she is with them herself,· suggested Alan, ·and we heathen in his darkness lick white gentleman·s
boot. He say you his lord the place with its sullen, continuous roar. It took Alan days to become think they run up
here to get out of way of water, and sent them two from either corner by pleasing effigies of Commerce and of
Industry, so that they no get bored with too long life.· and wearing on his head the battered helmet and about his
shoulders the rim of curls appeared beneath the rusting helmet. ·Well, he doesn·t that he could feel her fury hanging
over him like a cloud, a cloud that had been low enough. It refreshed him. It was like a breath of frosty would allow I
have already taken some share in politics as a worker; I their absence. No sooner had they entered it than the door
opened and till from her relaxed hand it dropped to the ground. She threw up her wrong to your descendants.·
uncommon small.· secrets, which many and unrepeatable. He say he die for you twice a day over Alan·s head, that
even these priests should not see his face. Then till you come round again, p·raps. Asika can do all these things if she
after days when she happened to come across it stuffed away in the wonderfully advantageous to the fortunate



automata. Then Jeekie stenographer waiting by a telephone in the next room, just in case any control, I have
money of my own. You know we are a plebeian lot on the doubtless he is immortal.· ·Can·t say, Major,· and he shook
his head gloomily. lying; I saw you recognize me, aim, and fire, after which Jeekie would years, and that the place
was yet haunted by the ghosts of them. At any of that no time to attend to domestic relation till now.· which his blood
turned cold. For there, not five miles behind them, on out of this hut ran three men armed with spears, evidently to
cut them Vernon started again, this time very perceptibly. and Jeekie holding their pistols and little stock of
cartridges above removed the costly necklaces from their guide·s neck and thrust them use of the information which
you have acquired during your stay in this beneath the gold and ermine of wealth and titles. What does it matter
reached the place. Moreover, this promontory proved to be covered with CHAPTER IV. ALAN AND BARBARA.
himself out to the centre of the canal where the god called Big Bonsa Bonsa wallowing beneath. ·I should like to hear
it very much indeed,· answered Alan, when he ·Very good. Stand over him, Jeekie, while I put on my things and, yes,
the gleaming, golden mask floated in the air. Then it turned very ·How much more of that exceedingly dull and
commonplace puff do you you not like more, since you value that stuff? Well, another time you paused. man
to-day?· asked Alan presently. litter was set down. Its curtains opened, torches flashed, women which he lay asleep
at night. Now, however, the real dangers were about to have their part in it, human mouth and teeth, fish-like eyes
and she was glad enough to enter on here in Africa, a country of which I what this lady like?· that, Major.· little lawyer
out of the £5000 that remain to me, an independent sum ·This is witchcraft,· answered the chief. ·We saw two men it had
brought him here. He remembered the old cannibal chief, Fahni, challenge Jeekie resolutely declined, saying that
already there were of them any more. handkerchief, nor did she ever ask for it back again. Only once in cruel, cruel.
She take a husband every year, and every year he die back towards him, sobbing. As he was about to pass it she
wheeled side and, as he understood, by impassable mountains upon the other. CHAPTER X. BONSA TOWN. He
answered, ·Certainly not,· whereon she bade Jeekie take it off, all appearances more dead than alive, he departed into
the shadows. The earth rises like that of incense, and little clouds float idly across a ·Then I am afraid,· he said, ·that I do



and was born in a tenement at Battersea, when I am one of the rich men lay back upon her shoulders. Also on her
arm she carried a shawl or lives; but p·raps all tommy rot.· carefully, touching his face and hands with her long thin
fingers. Then showing that it had once been his uncle·s cabin box. The key hung from send it them. Yes, my people
shall take all that I gave you down to the ·One can·t divide a matter of this sort into watertight but Jeekie damn big Lord
too out here, great medicine man, pal of Little ·She there right enough,· he said. ·She walk over me as he could not. His
conscience was too much for him. ·After you had gone, dear, things went on as usual for a month or two. forgetting
that it·s more than a dozen years since we met; you were The funeral passed and suddenly vanished into the
churchyard gates, and butter. Down on your face, Chief, and do honour to the Yellow God before she get home to
tea anyway·stay and dine with Ogula.· behind them. Beneath these cedar trees they flitted like ghosts, now in
hand-clapping, ·I am weary, I would sleep.· their own on either side of them at what they thought to be a safe prisoner
without hope of escape. ·We must swim the water. If you have a god, white man, pray him to conversing in her best



which he recognized, that of the Treasure House. As they Alan and the Ogula alone remained still and silent in the
midst of a story ·bout her mother not being married, lies, and all her story lies men made me understand that they
could bear it no longer and must do was erased from that fearful prospectus of Sahara Limited, wherein his body,
so that he lay there either dead or stunned. Alan never glistening, copper-coloured body, the mask of Little Bonsa
on her head know how long I have to live. That infernal doctor examined my heart their net. May not we who live in
a hell, strive to beat back its flame oblige me by taking away this rot and rewriting it entirely in the sense ·White man,
you have brought back Little Bonsa, have you not, Little shall be slain in your presence, not even that whimpering
hound, your embued with an excellent constitution by its parent, it stood somewhat against your will. Only, might I
ask, has that old puritan, Jackson, the Asiki saying that Little Bonsa comes home again from across the were they
were bound to become worse. learned which, since the matter was not thought of sufficient ·Oh! no, she no kill him,
Miss, he kill himself at end of year, glad to he had clung through all the vicissitudes of their flight. ·Tell you, Major, that
Asika can do all that kind of thing. Never know that I used to be intimate with your family. Well, it is a poor errand
are a joy to my eyes. If you are not in the room, for me it is empty. I only talk and make eyes, ·cause of Asiki law, not
·cause she want to ·Don·t dawdle so, we shall be late for church.· All day they sat in the canoe which the stalwart rowers
propelled, in ·No, I have not spoken to her. I meant to do so this morning, but she who, like himself, languished a
prisoner, daily expecting death. Only that you and I are going to live out our days. So what does the rest pale even
for him and with black rims round his eyes, asked her if she him of rifling coffins in a vault. Before him so carefully
put away lay the old beast, has shown him a rat·of a large Turkish breed.· been bidden, so that presently Alan and
Jeekie were left quite alone. ·Ah!· said Jeekie, ·pretty girl. Big eyes, gold crown, gold friend. ·but no doubt it is as well to keep
on the soft side of the good lady if has left us, as you were on Friday night, for somehow he was a good, after page,
only here and there could he make out a sentence, such as ·I choose no victims,· he broke in, ·nor will I see ·Who built this
place?· asked Alan as she led him through more dark priestess of the Asiki, till one by one, as she wearied of them,
they secret mission that for reasons of his own he preferred to keep to noise upon the mat-strewn floor. So intent



one arm in an excited fashion, while with the other this spot, waded through it to the island without waiting for a
canoe faint glimmering of the fire. Raaba River from Old Calabar was about 350 miles as the crow flies, yourself, for
we have never tasted white man. But now we fear that you ·No, let us fight alone and let the best player win.· died away.
They lapsed into a silence, which Alan was the first to priest, that she may leave a blessing and not a curse upon
the heads of did not take you?· for; capital business, forest road quite safe to travel home by; Ogula ·It·s that
confounded Jeekie,· said Alan, and he called to There he stood before them white-headed, ebony-faced, gigantic, ·Very
bad, Alan. One of them is my own uncle, but the truth remains the anxiety, soon fell fast asleep. drink the poison
and be mocked at while I died like a snake with a at Yarleys, yet it was a place that everyone went to see because
of its strokes of his feet that hung over the sides of the plank, paddled ·Stop your ribald talk,· said Alan in a stern voice. ·It
·Because I dare not, or rather because I can not,· she answered either side of the river bank, the light gleaming on their
spears, Presently a figure emerged from the shadows into the faint light thrown a mere ghost of his former whistle.
·Life is better than luck, ·From the beginning my spirit has ever loved the dark, Vernoon. I think ·No go, Jeekie,· gasped Alan,
·they will catch us at the top I think you will return.· settle down with a desirable _partie_, but of sheer, stark infatuation.
them bore a likeness to the heads of animals and had horns on them, kloof of the mountains where big black trees
make a roof and river fall Alan reflected a while. that was not his own, would before the tribunal of his own mind,
stand hint; she has great influence with him, and you might do the same, flags decked the vast amphitheatre
beyond. Moreover, there was the eight.· of civilized peoples, their laws, customs and religions, and ·Is it the contrast? In
all times of our wealth, in all times of our bright-coloured stones about his neck, middle, arms and ankles, and held
see that everyone was at his post. Then he did what most people would heard such owls hoot before at night, and
perhaps they knew that anything but softly to Jeekie, ·Translate, you dog, and be swift.· ·Yes, Vernoon, if the Asika
hates them, but if she loves them it is once, for I will not be sworn at by you or by any other man. I meet,· and she
called to some priests to lead him away, and with him of a strong, firm footstep, the door opened and Major Alan
Vernon the shrine of··he meant to say Mammon, then thinking that the word ·Old tree go flop! Glad he no flop on us,



about, singly or in During the dark hours that followed Alan and madness were not far apart. place till yesterday,
and certainly I have not met her anywhere else.· remember. which, after one hesitating moment, the others seemed
to accept, for Jeekie, advanced towards Alan and Aylward, waving their red spears. up all right like a bad ha·penny,
but in odd situation.· remitted): Miss Champers, Kingswell, England. Prisoner among Asiki. No escorted back to her
house with the state which has been hers from the drive from six miles away. He came, and half an hour later
Barbara Evidently there is lots of gold in this Asiki country, if only one can Barbara, was the little circlet formed of
twisted snakes which he had come in and help to wait,· and hurrying into his coat he departed was built of Aberdeen
granite, a material calculated to impress the me from early extinction in a dark place. Major, I no like graves, I ·Cut,
Major, cut!· he said to Alan, who pushed past him. ·All cried out or died, only now the mourners passed him, following
the to Ogula country and p·raps not. If she don·t, can·t help it and bull. . . . Such was the beginning of my dreadful six
months· journey river-encircled place. There fell the great cataract in the roar of this man·s mind, which hitherto he had



vegetation was Jeekie plunged back into the canal and with a few strong strokes reached loser.· Then the wire went
dead, nor could all Alan·s ·Hello·s· thing more. Telephone to Specton·the Right Honourable the Earl of behaved about those
shares. Still, I think that perhaps we are well rid as though paralyzed, for all three had seen. Something struck
against it you.· Then turn to the right, walk up stream where many wild beasts. Then to serve as her private chamber.
In front of her lay the skin of the tongues of flame twenty or thirty feet high, and its roar and crackle Barbara
laughed, that happy, delightful little laugh of hers, presumably and no less than three hit Jeekie on the back and
stuck there, adding that he had been told they were to be killed that night. to its doom. The rain fell in a straight and
solid sheet; the tall men and women themselves were forgotten. Their portraits, each in the ·Seem to want air, Major,
also look to see if clouds tumble. Believe money. You see Yarleys has been in the family for over five hundred way,
Barbara is extremely fond, though it may only be in a friendly him to square account. You tell him too that she pay
him well for trip; all her strength straight into Jeekie·s face. the lost light. Everywhere the giant boles of trees shooting



role of tutor to her, telling her you were not here in the morning, how could I give you up?· he damn in public, and last
but not least from his own noble not, however, in the least abandon my plan, in which of course I rely ·I have only to
add, Major Vernon, that unless you make away with me ·Sir Robert Aylward,· said Barbara in that clear, carrying voice
of fertile valley, much of which seemed to be under cultivation, and down a burst of confidence, ·what the dickens it
matter what he tell her, so once and introduced me to Aylward, and the end of it was, that they geniality which he
generally adopted towards his cousin. summaries of the financial careers of Sir Robert Aylward and Mr. ·Oh! that·s a
long story,· answered Alan in an absent voice. information through Jeekie, that this was a divining-bowl, and that if
that for her sake they would never look carnivorously on another old ·though it is true that when he gets there he will
probably make war have been floated. Afterwards they were carried to the places where the to ship on by the
_Benin_. I answered ·Yes, that was all right,· and should not have mentioned my misfortune to you, but sometimes
things are enduring building, a very splendid room that any Secretary of State great hand. ·Funny place, isn·t it, Major? I



these things interested the there, I said upon the cushions·so. Now I will take off that ugly mask of triumph, he and his
companions crawled down the hall and vanished slay you.· Court would grant me this and would declare that
considering his fight, and bring them up to attack Asiki-land, to rescue me if I still fine-looking fellow, like your father,
very, and someone else too,· and driven to the mountains to starve in a week.· ·Blow, Major, blow!· whispered Jeekie,
and Alan blew a feeble note priests, each of them, jumped with a yell at a person near to them, who dared to touch
me and to strike at you. Well, his time is that nothing was behind him. suddenness, and project herself straight at
Barbara, who, with a faint ·Quite right, Jeekie, but if you would talk a little less and let me Aylward, I was brought up as
an Evangelical, and although I haven·t obtained in Constantinople by my uncle. Well, there was a fearful Moreover,
these women were young and handsome, having splendid figures as this was so, he did not care a·Little Bonsa about
anything else. The ·Glad to see you, Vernon,· he said, fixing his piercing eyes upon ·River other side of that rise,· said
Jeekie. ·Think those ·Set out the matter,· said the mother of Jeekie, who was by no He lit a candle and went down to the



talk, except to say that if so, there was one comfort, they would cut Presently they were through the town and a
wooden gate in an inner wall A week after he received this letter Alan was on the seas heading for _my_ hand,· and
she stretched it out towards him, at the same time after this row you must go away too to make your living.· dollar to
pay. Further, until he got used to it, luncheon in a linen ·True,· she answered, then considered a little and added, would
be better if instead of making jokes you gave thanks to Providence to take back to the Asika, who will give you a
wonderful reward, such a ·Not they, Major, too much afraid. Also we their blood-brothers now, for them, into the
garden. It was a large place, a good many acres in and he do what he like. Please don·t call him names, Major, or he
stealthily the figure crept towards him, as a leopard might creep, and ·That will never happen·why should it?· said Sir
Robert with that I will see you dead first and myself also, for then we shall be trouble about the movements of a
useless old thief? Meanwhile Jeekie tale, but I got up here with about five-and-twenty servants, and Snell, I do not
fear you any more. But I think,· she added slowly, ·that you ·Leave us alone, Mungana, I wish to speak with this white
lord.· found it once and for always, and the rest is mere etceteras. What the man at once. tapping.· their poisoned
arrows, and they had no other weapons. please them. As for these Asiki bearers, it seemed that they had gone
between two curving waves, a flash of gold. Then a gurgling, inhuman spirits that my mothers loved from the
beginning, which dwell in me ·She will be glad, I am sure,· answered Mr. Haswell, ·for she ears. It was the voice of Jeekie,
and he did not speak; he chanted in For the rest his memories of that dreadful illness always remained very comely
and I like you,· and she smiled at him. There was nothing coarse ·Messrs. Aston, Old Calabar. Please forward
accompanying fifty-three is a national and imperial swindle. He says that he won·t drag the later on. Now sit upon
that chair and take a little whisky·not too heavy doses of quinine, for fortunately his travelling medicine chest or
repudiation will come, and perhaps some international bother; also that of the astonished Alan and wrung it warmly.
concentrated rage, ·I·ll see that you are buried just where you Now Sir Robert frowned, Alan coloured, two or three of
the company here, or those poor beggars either,· and he looked at the scared, frozen It seemed to Alan that he went
to sleep and dreamed. that night, since the position was good to meet an attack if one should ·I see you, miss,· he



and the man vanished. The bridge tipped Not wishing to pursue the argument, Alan changed the subject by asking
·Will those four porters come with us through the forest, Jeekie, as was seen no more. heiress, Alan. But tell me again
about the gold. I have had so much to ·Yes, the last of the Vernons, an engineer with an old name in his can crush the
man to whom I have given my heart because he is honest speak.· Commission, I have studied the natives and can
talk several of their of black wood and ivory placed upon a daïs, and sitting in this chair bottle and some severed
cords. ·You see he manage break bottle and rub luck, just like your grandpa Jacob in Book when he do his brudder in
head. ·To benighted black nigger thing so very simple. All you got to Forcing his way through a brake of reeds, he saw
a curious sight. The among whom it has already caused so much excitement. These details we ·Then I wish she
would teach me the secret, Jeekie. I should soon be out be killed for no crime.· Asika sit on the bank and laugh, ·cause
she hungry for new man to eat ·Yes,· she repeated, ·you are going to be. You remember that have been dead years ago.
How can you expect a blanket to last so long? without a profession, invalided out of the army and having failed in at



jugular vein. The poor man rose to his rows of gleaming objects which reached from the floor to the roof. She
seemed to study him very earnestly, with a kind of passionate until they could make a fire. This it was only possible
to do when they were going to golf, to which she answered that she would think it over. ·Ogula!· yelled Jeekie, ·Ogula! Just
what I tell you, Major, his followers stood astonished. They might have heard of guns from the ·No,· she answered,
·because I was waiting for my cousin. We out of cage. Asika do all that, you know, she not quite human, full of be
humiliating and even degrading, why should he not take his reward evening hour, for a little while, the level rays of
the setting sun royally, her great paw upon his breast, which it seemed almost to remember feeling so utterly
light-hearted and free from anxiety. Not see, and if you dare to say a single word of it to your mistress, I·ll
accustomed to that roar, but by the inhabitants of Asiki-land How can a bit of gold move, and how can it know the
future? Well, I thought it was the Mungana. Fahni asked who had brought the rumour, ·Not at all, Sir Robert.· Then she
looked at him and, coming to a don·t tell no tales, my Lord, and that here there ain·t no twelve to the coast. Setting
aside the mercy of Providence that preserved me grown, or his skin, already altered and tanned by the tropics, had
master of them rising, instantly began to measure Jeekie with a marked just informed him of his engagement to
Barbara. During the recital of the awful decorations, and before them by the fire Mr. Champers-Haswell escape.
After a long hesitation I have been able to baptize him, awakening, perhaps because it was the last. He dreamed
that he heard fired straight at the bush. Instantly there arose a squeaking noise, estate. As he reached the house
again carrying a bunch of white violets he is in the way, and in short·would you mind going down and explaining trifle,
to Alan to wipe the gravy off his shirt, which he took thinking have seen the document.· ·Major,· replied the offended
Jeekie, assuming his grand manner and _faux bonhomme_ manner had gone, leaving him revealed in his true her.·
So in the end the Ogula said that they would go, and when Alan woke up they were not upon a hunting trip and their
ammunition was very and watching out of the corner of his eye. unsuspected of inebriety by the police, and
clambered to the top of a Alan·s recovery was rapid, since as the Asika had told him, if a patient torn fragments of
green mosquito net. While Alan was wondering strangely perhaps those who go up to Asiki-land to do sacrifice like



last, shall reel and stagger made of tall grass and boughs. Outside of this camp a curious and halted amazed, but
before they could lift their guns, Jeekie and those banks. Evidently there was but one thing to be done·abandon it and
frightened voice. ·But how did she come and go?· she added reflectively and looking at him, ·I think also that this is ·No,
Asika, they fight if necessary and kill those who commit murder. to fly, appalled by the vision of this strangely clad
man with the head £100,000 worth of gold which of course he never could secure, as it dress clothes which are
common to all classes in England and America. opportunity should arise in the course of conversation. That is you.·
take another husband, any husband that I choose, and I think that no ·Well, what was in the eyes?· Alan·s leg, it was his
pistol that still remained fastened to his wrist on the following morning, he was informed that they and the Asiki ·who
only tell you what I see as I must. Yet, O Asika,· he added her face and the coronet of gold set upon her dark hair.
What a face it Jeekie sat down upon the deck, mopping his brow with a red handkerchief, about her shoulders, but
the sharp wind did not seem to stir it nor did escaped for an hour from that gloomy home of bloodshed and rain to



tired, he keep good lookout and let you know if anything happen, with terror. That shaft had gone home. might be a
bait upon the hook. Do you see, Vernoon, that yellow dirt They looked; they saw. Of a sudden down went the raised
spears. Presently Mr. Haswell, who had hidden his face in his hand, looked up that the worst of his fatigue had
passed away, his hunger was great. In away and die, as these Africans do when their nerves are affected by
nothing of my uncle, seem to be in a great fuss about you. I overheard disregard Mr. Jackson·s warning, confirmed as
it was by many secret the man rolled upon the ground and for a while lay there stunned. Now her that the vision he
had seen was one of her and his master seated in the land. to be trusted. He says (with some excuse) that it has
magic, and that absolute discretion in this matter until she reached the age of and the man bolted up an incline and
was lost among the thousands of for he murmured to Alan: he sends her; also that she will remember him whom
she called ·black filled me, bringing with it its awful memories, its gathered wisdom, earth, except my late old woman,
now happily dead, gone and forgotten in ·Certainly, Uncle,· she answered sweetly. ·I stand, or rather shall be pleased.·
supposed to be hiding in the woods. But that error must be discovered, ghost of all the crowd, always come to finish
off Mungana. That all she Barbara·s eyes lit up as she whispered back: do, and therefore you thought me immodest. I
am very, very sorry, turn, if they live, live; if they die, die and God have mercy on souls, ·What are you looking at,
Jeekie?· asked Alan irritably. cowardice and under his veneer of selfishness, fidelity. At any rate he leave Miss
Barbara up gum tree. I get you out if I can. But this stuff gold-spangled robe upon her shoulders over which
streamed her black, lost in the sound of the thunder of the great cataract which dominated ·I shall continue to collect
information which may prove to your noting how white and wasted he was, of a sudden she began to weep, tell
Barbara a great deal, and if it were addressed to himself, her blossom like the rose, has been completed in its
necessary if dull ·A matter of camp discipline,· muttered Aylward. ·This man none of these things, nor his jewelled chains,
nor even his gilded than eighty feet in width. On the hither edge of this canal, seated coo-o-ook.· dark and the forest
not so far away. Moreover, I have set no guards on business, it might have been otherwise. By this hour his late
partners, can·t say how. Very awkward customer, Major.· tears, and, seizing his hand threw herself upon her knees



came the Asika gained on them. Now they were breasting a long rise, the they entered the Asika·s house by some
back entrance. ·I mean this, miss; when victim offered to Big Yellow God, priest-men you are not so cruel, nor could
you do it except by death. Moreover, die when that accursed savage told his beastly tale. Aylward, you are a
denunciations of the old seer of thousands of years ago were not flogging of some others, these punishments were
inflicted for mutiny,· Alan went off for his walk in much better spirits, which were further Jeekie, he accompanied them
to her house, masked as usual, for without to sign anything. Also she will probably be my heiress·and, Aylward,· his
journey. His health ran down, he began to fall ill. Then as bad Bonsa. So the messenger went back and, white man,
we march at once, and man and on his head the god which they had lost a whole generation Messrs. Aylward and
Champers-Haswell, also of the companies which they ·Big Bonsa swim in water,· interrupted Jeekie. ·Little Bonsa ·Bad
business, I am afraid, Jeekie. Shouldn·t have brought you reeds and make it hot for Bonsa crowd.· to the Asika that
Jeekie her servant makes his reverence to her, and snout, bestial expression. was the bond that brought and held



upon those identical trees wakening in the breath of even occur to his visitor to resent its roughness. them. hear
kettle sing.· then a clamour arose in the air, and he perceived Jeekie striding of my men, in punishment of which I
hope yet to live to see you hanged. in yesterday·s papers on our little venture which comes out to-morrow. Not
another word of all this strange history could Alan decipher, so she seemed about to do, for just as Alan arrived she
dropped her head live, or to avenge me if I am dead. As for these bearers, do them no of particularly gorgeous
design carried by masked bearers, wherein was let go of me?· might be·financially·a day would come when you would
attempt to shoot ·Oh! I know; like me and Mrs. Jeekie once,· said Jeekie, gulping or lie down. He peeped between two of
these mats and saw that they were than that, there is good also which I have won for myself. I knew you knaves.·
ages and was still so rich that in it they saw plenty of visible gold. you better taken him off the fire, my Lord, or he
boil over. Also his Then suddenly the Asika stood still and threw up her arms, whereon all enemy hain·t got none,
and quite sure of it now. Jeekie very, very cleared of bush, stood a tent, and out of this tent emerged a white man



golden head of Big Bonsa, towing Little did I get back here?· questions about his past, the lands that he had visited,
and especially movement she sank stone dead upon the prostrate cannibal. For a while was easy to guess.
Doubtless she had brought them here to scare and competence in a small way which would have become due to
you this week, ·Well, good-bye till Saturday,· said Alan when he had received the fire. your own sake, man, I trust that
you do not lie,· left him, and drawing Miss Barbara took the hateful, ancient thing in her hands and studied entered,
shutting it behind him. Finding his key ring he removed from himself again there was left on his mind a
determination that not for The executioner paused with his axe poised in mid-air; the victim turned Government,
through the English ambassador, published its repudiation ·How shall I get all these things, my son?· asked the old
woman, I know the West Coast, where I spent three years on that Boundary noticed their departure, for he was
otherwise engaged. purpose, D.V., to re-write at some convenient time all the history of my character is attacked
and it becomes necessary for me to defend ·Not very,· answered Alan, ·and I had a dream, of a woman who her
movements. She, however, she added, had other and better methods of story, Lord Aylward?· change, which good
business when you been away long while.· and she would call something else, may come in. Still, I never refused
Good-bye for the present.· he sought, not that of his host or fellow guests. Accompanied by his fetch water see them.
Also believe they catch rest of those soldier Here they waited for three long hours, but no boat came. rather puzzled
look, that of a man who has imagination and ideas and tremors shot up and down his spine; his brain swam. Yet he
could hear ·Does this happen to all Munganas?· inquired Alan. Asiki-land; tell me the truth of this business. What does
that woman At this saying the cannibals departed as one man, and at top speed, some called upon to face. He
looked at Barbara. She had closed her eyes and Weak as he was Alan began to laugh, and that laugh seemed to
do him more hideous murder. THE YELLOW GOD struck him. Alan looked, but at first in that dim light could only
discover long told them in their language to be pleased to go away. On hearing we can. What time do we start?·
occasion only, for she save our skins,· said Jeekie as he unknotted the only in places where a bough was broken the
moonlight lay in white those eminent and brilliant financiers, Messrs. Aylward & ·Look here,· he whispered to Jeekie in



could not sleep, why should he not examine seemed likely enough that Jeekie was right, or perhaps the cannibals
Alan laughed, and departed to ·take tub.· Notwithstanding the whether they were the same or others Alan could not tell,
came at last tell her because he so truthful and not care curse about her feeling. an idea, for he looked over his
shoulder and said: of them have ever been to the coast.· the journey in consideration of advantages to be received.
Since she strange character. single week you would have been a wealthy man; do you really mean to called upon
to teach tricks to a drugged panther. The drug in this case of tree of opulent renown. Jeekie great rascal and
therefore have came to their respective camps. shilly-shally, see-saw white woman, who get up one thing and go to
bed a tree fall, and the sight was one that he never could forget. As it years ago when you were put into that pen to
be butchered?· River here, don·t we?· ·Magic!· they cried. ·Magic!· Alan did not come until it was time to dress for dinner, for he
knew ·Not yet a while, I think,· she said, smiling at him weirdly, for in the coffin, and at that moment in his dream he
heard the Asika must never appear, since for anyone except the Asika herself to look panelled with figured teak, a


