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THE NUBIAN RENAISSANCE

By Phaon Goldman (Tarharka)

Due to the great dearth of inscriptions from the end of the New Kingdom to the
beginning of the Twenty-fifty Dynasty, precious little is known about this epoch,
but in the early years of the Eighth Century B.C., an Ethiopian (or Kushite) king
named Kashta penetrated and subdued the kingdom of the Pharaoh.! From his
capital of Napata Kashta pushed as far north as Thebes—the Capital of Upper
Egypt. In this way the Princes of Kush became kings of both Egypt and Nubia
and, in fact, permanently moved the capital of the Empire from Napata to Thebes
in order to have firmer control over the administration of the now-subject
Fatherland of the Pharaohs.

Shabaka, one of Kashta’s sons, has been accorded the honor of being the first
ruler of the Twenty-fifty or Ethiopian Dynasty, in the opinion of many antiqua-
rians.? Herodotus spoke of Shabaka as neither barbarian nor tyrant but rather a
benefactor to the nation through the construction of hydraulic irrigation systems.
George Rawlinson, oft-quoted translator of The History of Herodotus , remarked
respectfully that this African lord was a sovereign of great humanity, exhibiting
deep understanding for and deference to Egyptian customs while he reigned as an
Ethiopian king over Egypt. Diodorus Siculus said, ** . .. (he) went beyond all his
predecessors in his worship of the gods and in his kindness to his subjects,”
Legend has it that he retired from the throne, “‘lest he should commit an act of
injustice."”’ .

By sponsoring a cultural revival, among other acts, Shabaka attempted to re-
kindle the withering fortunes of Egypt. In erecting chapels and refurbishing tem-
ples, he, like the rulers of this Dynasty to follow him, kept the language of their
inscriptions and the architecture of their buildings and memorials purely Egyp-
tian—an attribute of governing that affirmed the fact that they considered them-
selves true Egyptian Pharaohs. Perhaps in a deliberate move to highlight the ra-
cial ties between this clan of Ethiopian monarchs and earlier Egyptian royal
families with cliims of southern extraction, these emperors, in many details,
pointedly resurrected the linguistic and artistic style of Old and Middle Kingdom
pharaohs.

Piankhy was the next son of Kashta to accede to the throne of the Nubian-

This chapter on the Twenty-fifth Dynasty was excerpted from Black Manhood, published
in 1979 by University Press of Americs.
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It is thy valor that giveth us might

And there is strength in the remembrance of thy name , . .
Thou art the overseer of the operation of war;

Verily thou art a strong king . . .

Wha is like unto thee?

Following this service of devotion and charge to valor, Piankhy and his legions .
stiled down the Nile to either augment his forces already in Middle Egyptian .
lownships—but under seige—or to overpower additional, key metropolises of

igypt.
The **Conquest Stela’’ extended the story of this jet-black ruler of Egypt with

another instance, this one delineating the saga of the Governor of Heracleopolis,
i deputy of Piankhy, whose enclave had been under heavy pressure from a cov-
ctous Libyan Prince who had just recently consolidated Lower Egypt under his
power and was even now encircling cities in Middle Egypt. This stone tablet told
how Governor Pefnefdebast of Heracleopolis had been so profundly relieved to
have been rescued from certain death that he prostrated himself before his saviour

and vociferated:

Hail to thee O mighty King;
Thou are the Bull who conguerest Bulls!
Piankhi, Son of the Sun, King of the North and the South;
Indeed thou art like the warrior-god Montu-a
Bull of mighty arm.®

{ was sunk deep down . . .in Hell;

But now light hath been made 10 shine upon me.

! found no friend in the day of evil and none
to uphold me in the day of battle, except thee,
O Mighty King . . ..

Henceforward, [ shall be thy servant;

All my possessions are thine and the city of
Heracleopolis shall pay tribute unto thee.

Behold, thou art of the likeness of .. .(the)
chief of the imperishable stars.

As he was, so art thou O King:

As he perishes not, so shalt thou not perish,
O King of the South and North;

Piankhy, who livest forever!

The monograph continued and recorded that further down the Nile another
princeling—Osorken, King of Bubastis—also knelt to pay homage to the regal
Ethiopian, proclaiming his desire to *‘look upon the beauty of His Majesty"’. It
was written that this sachem *“sniffed the ground before His Highness'’ and im-

plored him:

Come thou to my house and draw back the bolts of my Treasury and make
thyself its master and 1 shall 8ive unto thee a mass of turquoise as large as
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Piankhy had subdued sixteen field marshals and was master of both Egypt and
Ethiopia before he returned to his home and capital of Napata. When his trium-

Hail divine Governor and Conqueror!
Thou hast come and hast made thyself Governor
of the Land North and South. Thou hast made men 1o be as women.

Let the heart of the mother rejoice who has
given birth to thee and let the man be happy who begat thee.

Let those who dwell in the valley give praise
1o the Cow that hath borne such a Bull!

Mayest thou live Jorever and may thy strength
endure eternally!

Piankhy, not unlike Amenhotep I11, had a fondness not only for women—he
had at least seven wives—but for horses as well as evidenced by the fact that
those Viceroys whose fiefdoms he saved from the Libyans forthwith offered him
spirited, powerful steeds, among other prized gifts. Additionally, in the plot ad-
joining his grave, archeologists also excavated the tomb of Piankhy’s four favo-
rite stallions—each of which had been buried standing erect, facing south and
caparisoned in full battle attire.

This Twenty-fifth Dynasty Pharach was a pre-eminent individual on every
count. His premier act of office, once assured of control of his newly acquired
Egyptian domain, was to re-appoint most of the vassal Princes of the North (i.e.,
Egypt) to their seats with the demand that they now pay tribute to the Ethiopian
crown. By initiating this political ploy, the citizenry of Egypt remained peaceful
and yet ultimate fiscal and military power lay in Ethiopian hands. Much of Pian-
khy’s reign was devoted to ornamenting the capital of Napata and to oScﬁE:mr
upon building campaigns in various Middle Egyptian sectors of his dukedom. So
singular was the style and magnitude of these edifices that even centuries later
they can still be identified with his paramountcy. The black Prince’s crowning
accomplishment in this avocation was the part he played in the raising of the
monumental Temple of Amon in the splendid religious center at Jebel Barkal, the
Sacred Mountain. At the zenith of this constructive era this cathedral was one of
the most colossal and Sumptuous buildings to be found in the ancient world.

His decisive and speedy mastery of Egypt showed him to be a man of great
physical stamina, ready decision and quick mental power. As a military tactician,
in the assault on Memphis alone, he earned a high place among the battlefield
strategists of all time. A man of action, a soldier with a sense of humanity, a ruler

who governed in the interest of all the people, Piankhy’s qualities of character
have assured him a place of high honor among the monarchs of man's early
civilized states.

Piankhy became the father of Tarkarka (the Biblical “Tirhakah’’), who, at the
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Hest assumption of the crown at Napata in the heart of Kush, This triple ceremony
ainply enchanced his celebrity and added greatly to the belief that the 25th
Dynusty was one of phenomenal strength,

His lume became even more towering by the way he regularly reasserted the
cirbatant power of Ethiopia over Egypt in his many sorties up and down the
"Father of Rivers.” The Egyptian army, with its core of Ethiopia’s dreaded
Iegionnaires, once again—as previously during the rule of Thothmes 11}

teveled in the universal fear and respect it received from other potentates of the

world. In the Royal Court of the Temple of Ramses 111 at Thebes Tarharka had
purtrayed memorials of his victories in Asia over the Assyrians for it was during
hiix reign that Sennacherib, their king, threatened to invade Lower Egypt but the
Hihiopian war-hero’s determined advance into the Middle East foiled the hopes
il the Assyrians.

Turharka’s opening years as Pharaoh were so imposing militarily and dip-
fimatically that nations of the East fancied that his vigor betokened the restora-
fion of the traditional power and glory of the Nile Valley. Many nobles entreated
fit lor pacts of non-aggression and the ebony Emperor was invited to become an
illy of Hezekiah, King of Judah.” Erastosthenes, the Third Century, Greek
keographer and librarian at Alexandria was quoted in Strabo as saying of
Farharka that he was, “ . . . a warrior who. .. penetrated into Europe as far as the
Mllars of Hercules® (Gibraltar)—that is as a great conqueror. '8

Tarharka, following in his father’s footsteps, showed his respect for the reli-
glon and the customs of the Egyptians by the expansive monuments he raised at
Thebes. And in his Ethiopian capital he embellished and made even more re-
splendent the venerated temple at the Holy Mountain, ‘‘Jebe] Barkel”,
"“Tirhakah,”” penned Rev. G.A. Knight, “‘was a thorough Nubian, as his pro-
nounced negroid features seen in sculpture attest. . .,”* and from all accounts he
was an exceptional ruler who advanced the economic and cultural life of both
Iigypt and Ethiopia to such a level that a number of Africanists have marked him
w4 without a rival among the Ethiopian Pharaohs.

One English Egyptologist extended him the ““left-handed compliment”’ of
saying that his years on the throne represented an *‘astonishing epoch of nigger
domination’’ of Egypt. >=58uo_ommmvm3:mo_ommﬁ D. Randall Maciver confes-
sed, ‘It seems amazing that an African Negro should have been able with any
sort of justification to style himself, ‘Emperor of the World® ",

Sir Wallis Budge, the one-time “‘dean” of Egyptologists, said of Tarkarka;

¥

-+ .(he was) a capable and energetic king, and under his able rule the coun-
try, notwithstanding his wars with the Assyrians, enjoyed a period of pros-
perity for about 25 years. That he should have been able to offer such stead-
fast resistance . . .(to the Assyrian kings) says much for his capacity as a sol-
dier and leader of men. There must have been something attractive in his
personality, and his deeds appealed so strongly to the popular imagination, at
all events in Greek times, that they were regarded as the exploits of a hero,
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Wi as he descended the Nile. In the course of evolutionary time, he stood more
and more erect, grew in cranial capacity and capabilities and developed the rudi-
ments of human culture—in terms of managing agriculture, leaming to live ac-
cording to set patterns and regulations, and practicing various industries, et
cetera—all of which culminated in the first civilized state, Egypt.

Up to that time, through the millenia of Ancient Egypt’s governments—and,
as we have seen in this Chapter, even after the demise of native Egyptian ruler-
ship——men and women of African birth or extraction have played an intense, al-

ways perceptible, oftimes dominant role in the rise of the civilization we inherit
today,
Who can any longer wilfully overlook the negroid visage of the Sphinx—rep-
resenting King Khafra, a member of the ruling family which gave birth to the
timeless pyramids of Egypt? What honest scholar can continue to pigeonhole the
copious archeological and literary proofs of the consanguinity of the Middle
Kingdom emperors with the black Galla nation to the south of Egypt? And only
thuse who are deliberately duplicitous would refuse to publish the consistently
recurring attributions of Negro parentage, or African physiognomy, to a host of
the rulers of *‘the greatest royal family to ever rule anywhere,

We have only been able in these manuscripts to scratch the surface of the re-
naissance of Ancient Egyptian history which is sure to come now that black men
around the world have shown such a heightened interest in their past, and there-

fore, in their future.

Notes

1. One notable exception to this almost total absence of records was a stela from the reign of
Ramses 11 (Nineteenth Dynasty) which read, in part, ‘‘Nubia was governed by a Viceroy of Kush,
through whom the Nubians were able to place the priest Herihor on the throne of Egypt in 1035
B.C." (Twenty-first Dynasty).

2, Samuel M. Jackson (ed.), The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge , Vol.
IX (N.Y.: Funk and Wagnalls, 1911; p. 249), considered Shabaka to have been the King So men-
tioned in 2 Kings 17:4 in the Holy Bible.

3. Margaret A. Murray, The Splendor That Was Egypt, (Copyright © 1963 by Margaret A. Mur-
“ray by permission of Hawthorn Books, Inc. N.Y.), p. 65.

4. Compare this exclamation with Isaiah 30:17 in the Holy Bible, It reads: ‘‘One thousand shall
flee at the rebuke of one.’* There are those men-of-letters who have expressed the feeling that the
Biblical rendition is but a re-statement of Piankhy’s original counsel.

As mentioned at length in several other Chapters, experts have shown many concurrences between
Egyptian literature and scripture from the BIBLE. Space has not permitted us to compare all of them
but if we take one more example—Akhenaten’s “*Hymn to Aten’ (““Hymn to the Sun'’) and Psalms

104:1-24—we can readily see the proximity of ideas and words. One stanza of the *‘Hymn’’ reads:

How manifold it is, what thou hast made!
They are hidden from the face of man
O sole god, like whom there is no other!




