


BOOKER ¥ WASHINGTON

Chapter XIV. The Atlanta Expositicn” Aldress

The Atlanta Exposition. at which I had been asked to nvake an add
representative of the Negro race, as stated 1 the last chapter, y (SR
with a short address from Governor Bulloch.' After other i:a{;rea)' b
cises, including an imvocstion from Bishop Nelson, of G :ar"m: a :{Ifng ok
ode by Albert Howell, Ir.. and addresses by the President of the F&dmmm}
and Mrs. Joseph Thompson,® the President of the Woman's Buar:}l’ﬁf:tmn
nor Bullock introduced me with the words, “We have with us (o-dy -(m‘w‘
resentative of Negro enterprise and Negro civilization = Aki
When 1 arose to speak, there was considerable cheering, especiali ¢

the coloured people. As | remember it now, the thing that was uppem}n e
my mind was the desire to sav something that would cément the frienz;‘.l t
of the races and bring about hearty cosperation between them. So far a4
outward surroundings were cancerned, the only thing that | recall dlStinL'!:R
now is that when [ got up, [ saw thousands of eves looking intently intg my
face. The following is the address which I delivered:— ?

Slfllp

MRB. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE BOARD OF DIRT.CTORS
AND CITIZENS.

One-third of the population of the South is of the Negro race. No enier-
prise seeking the material, civil, or moral welfare of this section can disre-
gard this element of our population and reach the highest success. 1 but
convey 1o you, Mr. President and Directors, the sentiment of the masses of
my race when 1 sav that in no way have the value and manhood of the
American Negre been more fittingly and generously recognized than hy the
managers of this magnificent Exposition at every stage of its progress. Itis
a recognition that will do more to cement the friendship of the two races
than any occurrence since the dawn of our freedom.

Not only this, but the opportunity here afforded will awaken among us
a new era of indusirial progress. Ignorant and inexperienced, it 15 Aol
strange that in the first years of our new life we began at the top instead
of at the bottom: that a seat in Congress or the state legislature was more
sought than real estate or industrial skill; that the palitical convention ¢f
stump speaking had more attractions than starting a dairy farm ot iut
garden.

A ship lost at sea for many days suddenly sighted a friendly vessel. Feo
the mast of the unfortunate vessel was secn a signal, “Water, wateh e i
of thirst!” The answer from the fricndly vessel al once came hack, ‘-«*‘r
down your bucket where vou are.” A second time the signal, "WateT: “:3_“: .
send us water!” ran up frem the distressed vessel, and was answered: ;w
down your bucket where you are.” And a third and fourth signal f_m ¥
wos answered, “Cast down your hucket where you are.” The captai? g .
distressed vessel, at lust heeding the injunction, cast down Tis hm‘l“"‘dwﬂ
it came up full of fresh, sparkling water from the mouth of the AT
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x o Wi Underes dle el
[ufﬁgr;iﬂ:‘i]th B E ek ':3:’;1“;‘:; l;n]mﬂanw' of cultivating friendly
wld(:;d say: “Cant dowr your bucket wh.pmm 's their nevi-door neighbour,
?“afrit’ﬂds i esery manly way of the people of all f;fft it down in mak-
E uundcd. races by whom we are
""g‘l,‘i it down in agriculture, mechanic
sict: and in tljue pu-!:‘:,?tns. .k..nd. m this connection it is well to bear in
mined that W hlaia,\a r ather sins the South may be called 1o bear. wh
pusiness, pure and simple, it § Fape) 2o
eanics 10 BY o i i A Ple, 3t 1s in the South that the Negro is
wiyen @ MARS CRance 1;:11 i gmnmerm;{l world, and in nething is this 1 xpor
Juien MOt elogue m'" than in emphasizing this chance. Our greatest danger
i that in the greal eap “m“_”h‘"""}f to freedom we may overlook the {:{t
that the masses of us are Lo l,l\c by the productions of our hands, and Fail
P ]\("‘P in mind that tsv-tf <hali Prosper in proportion as we learn to dignify
and glorify common labour and put brains and skill into the common occu-
pations of life: "'h‘fH& prosper i proportion as we learn to deaw the line
between the superficial and the substantial, the arnamental gewgaws of life
andithe useful. No race can prasper till it learns that there is as much dignity
in tilling a field as in writing a poem. It is at the bottom of life we must beg in,
and not at the top. Ner should we permit our grievances to overshadow our
opportunities.

To those of the white rate who look to the incoming of those of lareign
pirth and strange tungue and habits for the prosperity of the South, were |
permitted [ would repeat what ©say to my own race. Castdown your bucket
where you are.” Cast it down among the cight millions of Negroes whaose
huhits you know, whose fidelity and love you have tested in days when to
have proved treacherous meant the ruin of your firesides. Cast down your
bucket among these people who have, without strikes arsd labour wars,
tilled your fields, cleared your forests, builded your railroads and cities, and
brought forth treasures from the bowels of the earth, and helped make pos-
s‘ihie this magnificent representation of the progress of the South. Casting
down your bucket among my people. helping and encouraging them as you
wre doing on these grounds, and to education of head, hand, and heart, you
Sill find that they will buy your surplus land, ake blossom the waste places
i yuar fields, and run yeu;r Factories. While doing this, you can be sure in
the future, as in the past, that vou and your families will be surrounded by
e most patient, faithful, law-abiding, and unresentful pmph: that t’h("
orld has seen. As we have proved our lovalty to you the past, in “_‘“‘“m*‘i
0 children, watching by the sick-bed of your mothers ﬂﬂd~ i"d‘f‘f';,"’- -‘3_“
uflen following them with tear-dimmed eyes © their graves, 53 {h; uﬂ:m".
2 our humble way, we shall stand by you with 2 ‘1*“"’“.““5%?;:2 W i
g&?-:? p‘fﬂach, ready (o lay down our ]i‘?ﬁ: l*. nfieriiiij?i'nl:s l:f:: with yours i
g our industrial, commercial, civil ¥ £ i all things that are

W4y that shall make the interests of both race and- 1« the hand in afl
p.‘*"::f}' social we can be as separate a8 the Rnpers. yet one s

55 essential to mutual progress:
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vitiven i flort or means so invested will pav o thousar 4 pey Qe
These ‘-_:‘tfuns will be twice hlessed—"hlessing hims thit Lives 4y Merey
takes,™ and by, the.
at
There is no escape through law of man or God from she inevigg) )
i e

The laws of changeless justice b
Oppressor with oppressed

And close as sin and suffering oo
We march to fate abreast?

Nearts sixteen millions of hands will ald you in pulliog the load ,
ot they will pull against vou the load downward. We <hall congpigy,
third and more of the ignorance and crime of the South, or ime-;i—f am
intefligence and progress: we shall contribute one-third to the In.llr‘d 2
and industrial prosperity of the South. or we shall prove a veritable b:}l&lm
defvzf?. stegnating, depressing, retarding every effort 1o advance the b:}::[
politic. y

(,r_ntiwmwa of the Esposition, as we present to you our humble effiry e
an eshibition af pur progress, you must not expect overmuch. Starting rhmt
years age with ownership here and there in a tews quilts and Pumpk;n-; an:!
chickens igathered from miscellaneous sources), remember the path ¢hy
has led from these to the inventions and production of agricultural m'Jl?"lef
fienls. hug,_t.:ﬂ'm steaIn-enginges, newspapers, books, statuary, ¢ uninz, paint-
ings. the munagement of drug-stores and banks, has not been trodden
witheut contact swith thorns and thistles. While we take pride in what we
exhibit as 2 result of our independent efforts, we do not for a moment forget
that our part in this exhibition would fall far short of vour expectations but

for the constant heip that has come Lo our edugational life, not only from
the Southern states, but especially from Northern philanthropists, who have
muade their gifts a constant stream of blessing and encouragement.

The wisest among my race understand that the agitation of questions of
social equality is the extremest folly, and that progress in the enjoyment of
il the privileges that will come to us must be the result of severe and con-
stant struggle rather than of artificial forcing. No race that has anything o
contribute to the markets of the world is long in any degree ostracized. Itis
important and right that all privileges of the law be ours, but it is vastly
more important that we be prepared for the exercises of these privileges
The opportunity to earn a dollar in a factory just now is waorth infinitely
more than the opportunity to spend a dollar in an opera-house.

Ins conciusion, may I repeat that nothing in thirty years has giveo us e
hope and encouragement, and drawn us so near to you of the white race, @
this upportunity offered by the Exposition; and here bending, as it e
over the altar that represents the results of the struggles of your race ¢
mine, both starting practically empty-handed three decades ago, I Pl"figs
that in vour effort to work out the great and intricate problem which GO

has laid at the doors of the South, you shall have at all times the patient
sympathetic help of my race: only let this be constantly in mind, that: * ¢
from representations in these buildings of the product of field, of forest:©
mine, of factory. letters, and art, much good will come, y&t far above #
beyond material benefits will be that higher good, that, let us pray God: ¥

Pward

; o il
3. Shakespeares The Merchant of Venice 41102 Fort Bual 1i862) by the American wall

4. From The Song of the Negro Beatnen” in At puet ol Greenteaf Whittier
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! ne oul of section:

. -I:n:i:]:i:‘dih.’r::ﬁin:ulu‘)st:gdi éf:-ff::::?r:.mhdnt[i ravial animosities and
f:fl wri;i prosper v, will hring into our heloved .‘mta;;; a ;iezsix;:g\en‘::‘:l
g oe earth-

o first thin® fi“:t.xt remember, after | had finished speaking, was th b
'ijl’;r pullock r nsiwed avross the platform and ook me by ﬂ;: j:;::it :ntd[: ;:n
L4 : e same. | received so many ‘
e i

: gt - 7

s v, b v, iyl el it

i} the n B b 0 the business > &
ﬂi as [ was rﬁt"'gmffd- I was surprised to find myself pr;:?ufj «?L:; ::(; s,u\:
wunded by 8 crowd of men who wished to shake hands with me. This was
jept up o0 every street on towhich | went, to an extent which embarrassed
e 50 mlICh that 1 went back t(-: my boarding-place. The next morning |
ceturned 10 fuskegee. At the station in Athanta, and at almost all of the sta-
tjons At which the VA S stopped between that city and Tuskegee. 1 found a
crowd of people anxious to shake hands with me

The papers in all parts of the United States published the address in fall,
and for months afterward there swere complimentary editorial references to
i dr. Clark Howell, the editor of the Atlanta Constitution, telegraphed to
4 New York paper, amorng other words. the fellowing, “1 do not exagperate
when 1 say that Professor Booker T. Washington's address vesterday was one
of the most notable speeches, bath as to character and asto the warmth of its
reception, ever delivered to a Southern audience. The address was a revelu-
ton, The whole speech is a platform upon which blacks and whites can
standwith full justice to each other.”

The Boston Transcript said editorially: “The speech of Booker 1. W ash-
ington at the Atlanta Exposition, this week, seems to have dwarfed all the
sther proceedings and the Exposition itself. The sensation that 1t has
caused in the press has never been equalled.”

I'sery soon began receiving all kinds of propositions from lecture hureaus.
and editors of magazines and papers, to take the lecture platform, and 1o
wiite articles, One lecture buveau offered me fifty thousand dollars. or two
hundred dollars a night and expenses. if 1 would place my services at its
dispsal for a given period. To all these communications 1 replied that my
life-work was at Tuskegee; and that whenever 1 spoke it must be in the
mterests of the Tuskegee school and my race, and that [ would enter inte no
arrangements that seemed to place a mere commercial value upon my
Hrvices, >

Some days after its delivery | sent a copy of my address 1o the P“{“‘i“‘“‘
of the United States, the Hon. Grover Cleveland. I received from him the

tlowing autograph reply:—

Gray Cables, Buzzard’s Bav, Mass.,
. October 6, 1895,

¥ i
ORER T, WastineTon, Esg:

esé:;_" DEaR Si: 1 thank you for sending me a copy oF
“tthe Atlanta Exposition,

vour address deliv-
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I thank voo with much enthostasm for making the wdidress 1 hay,
with intense interest, and 1 think the Expoasttion weu o be Tally just?a&
it did not do more than furnish the opportimity for (s delivery \'mrl g
cannot fail to debight and encourage all whe wish well fue vouy sy Woird
onr coloured fellow-citizens do not from vour ulletenog . gather nc-;‘.d}nd
and farm new determinations to gain overy valuable pe

i
kivantage pf
them by their citizenship, it will be strange udeed fereg

Yowes vory truly

LROVER ULEVEL gy

Later [ met Me Cleveland. for the Birst time, W hen, as President, pe !

ited the Atlanta Exposition. At the request of mysell aad others he mis.
sented to spend an hour in the Negro Building, for the purpose of inspecy 2
the Nesro exhibit and of giving the coloured peaple in attendance an op :g
tanity 1o shake hamds with him. As soon as 1 met M Cleveland } hecsn:,;
impressed with his stmplicity. greatness, and rugoed honesty, T haye 3
kit many times sinee then, both at public fuactions and at his private l‘ﬁ*s}-
dence in Princeton, and the more 1 see of him the more I admire hin
\When be visited the Negro Building in Atlanta he seemed to give hirmself
up whally for that houe, 1o the coloured people. He seemed to be as carefy
1o shale Bands with some old eoloured “auntie” clad partially in rags, and
to take as much pleasure i doing so, as if he were grecting some million.
naire, Manv of the coloured people took advantage of the occasion to get
him o write his name ia 3 book or on a slip of paper. He was s caveful and
patient in doing this as if he were putting his signdture to some great state
ducumer.

Mr Cleveland has not only shown his [riendship for me in many personal
wayvs, but has ahsays consented to do anvthing I have asked of him for our
weheol. This be has done. whether it was to make a personal donation or to
wse his influence in securing the donations of others. Judging [rom my per
sonal sequaintance with Mr. Cleveland. 1 do not believe that he s con-
scious of possessing any colour prejudice. He is too great for that. In my
comtact with people | find that, as a rule, it is onlv the little, narrow peaple
who bve for themselyves, who never read good books, who de not travel, who
never open up their souls in a way to permit them to come into contact with
other sauls—with the great outside world. No man whose vision s bounded

by colour can come into contact with what is highest and best in 1 he world,

In meeting wien, i many places, I have found that the happiest pcopln‘ are

those who dn the most for others; the most miscrable are those % ho do the

least. 1 have also found that few things, it any, are capable ol making one 59
blind and narrow as race prejudice. T often say to our students, in the
course of my talks to them on Sanday evenings in the chapel, that the lon:
ger 1 live and the more experience | have of the world, the more 1 am €0
vinced that, after all. the one thing that 1s most worth living for— -and dyine
for. if need be—is the opportunity of making some one else more happy *"
more useful.

The coloured people and the coloured newspapers at first seemed 10 be
greatly pleased with the character of my Atlanta address. as well as with 1
reception. But after the first burst of enthusiasm began to die awah an
the coloured people began reading the speech in cold type, somt of ther
seemed to feel that they had been hypnotized. They seemed 1o fecl that

P
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1
yeen 109 kibota n. :s‘:-‘;;'ma;kh toward the Southern whites, and that
v;;d nat ?p(!k"“} \.""' ! ‘r :"‘ “““'x‘l}‘ for what they termed the “rights” of
s For a wh *-— £ 5 & ‘}“ reaction, <o far as a certain element of my
i pace was conueragd, dul "_‘“?1: these Teactionary ones seemed to have
l,\\“ wob gver 1o ]"";,.‘““ of ht"!m\lng‘ and acting,

xShiie wpc*ﬂi*ffji’»i”‘ g h"'_'f“’ﬁ" public sentiment. 1 recall that about ten
After the s¢ -_‘"'* 4*[ ushegee was established, 1 had an esperience
shall nevet 3 ,;-_:u. 2 .“"man Ahbfltt-” then the pastor of Plymouth
b, and also editer f*f the ()uf-fuuk {then the Christian Union), asked
1o Wite 4 letter for G5 paper giving my opinion of the exact condition.
me £ &I‘ld mm.‘dfv of the coloured ministers in the South, as bused upon
e cervations. I wrote the letter, giving the exact facts as | conceived them
m’br- [he picture painted was a rather black ene—or, since 1 am black,
w-'ll { say white * It could not be otherwise with a race but a few years out
f::;h"f’“‘ 4 race which had not had rime or eppurtunity to produce a coni-

(et ATy ,

What | said soon reached every Negro minister in the country. 1 think,

ndihe letters of « unc{e"mnnilrm which I received from them were not few.
{ hink that for a year siter 1?1& publication of this article every association
and ey ery conference ot religious body of any kind, of my race. that met, did
ot fail before adjourning to pass a resolution condemning me, or calling
ypan me to retract or modify what [ had said. Many of these organizations
went so far in their resolutions as to advise parents to cease sending their
.psitdren to Tuskegee. One association even appointed a “missionary” whose
duty it was to warn the people against sending their children to Tuskegee.
This missionary had a son in the school, and 1 noticed that, whatever the
‘missionary” might have said or done with regard to athers, he was careful
a0t to take his son away from the stitution. Many of the coloured papers,
especially those that were the organs of religious bodies, joined in the gens
eeal chorus of condemnation or demands for retraction.

During the whole time of the exciternent, and throngh all the criticism, |
id not niter a word of explanation or retraction, 1 knew that I was right,
and that time and the sober second thought of the people would vindicate
me. It was not long before the bishops and other church leaders began to
make a careful investigation of the conditions of the ministry, and they
faund out that | was right. In fact, the oldest and most influential bishop in
one hranch of the Methodist Church said that my words were far too mild.
Vers saon public sentiment began mahing itself felt, in demanding a purify-
g of the ministry. While this is not yet complete by auy means, § think 1
may say, without egotism, and | have been told by many of our most influ-
nnal ministers, that my words had much to da with starting & dc@and 'ha:
the placing of a higher type of men in the pulpit, L have had the satisfaction

ilé'wing many who once condemned me thank me heartily for my frank
Words, g

geaf®

that
rc

} the ‘Change of the attitude of the Negro minsiry, 50 far as rﬂgards my self,
530 complete that at the present time | have no warmer {riends ameng any
s than | have among the clergymen. I'he improvement in the character
ndlife of the Negro ministers is on€ of the must gratifying evidences ?f the

O81ess of the race. My experience with them. as well as other events in uy

5 % S :
‘3‘;::;&"‘ ediior and writer (1839-1922) whio was fba minister of the Plymoash Congrogurions!
1 Bronklyn, New York.
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life, convince me that the thing w do. when one feels sore thy he
or done the right thing, and is condemned, is 1o stand it and ke, 4
I he is right. time will show it.

In the midst of the discussion which was going on Coneornin
speech, Lreceived the letter which I give belew. from L. Gidman, the p
dent of Johns Hepkins University. who bad been mad, chairman v
judges of mvard in connection with the Atanta Expositica: - of th

P urigy

£ my "kt!-'m‘.

Johns Hophins University,

Baly
President’s Office. Se e,

p!:*mi‘wr 3(_}' ““!EH
Dean Ma, Wasmscros
Would it be agrecable o you te be one of the judges of Award

Department of Education at Atlanta? 1t so, 1 shall be glad to
name upon the lst. A line by telegraph will be welcomed.

in the
Place your

Yours very truly,
D C. Grusan,

1 think | wes even more surprised 1o receive this invitation than Fhad been

tn recerve the invitation to s:p(;.xi. at the apeming of the Exposition. It wag 1q
be o part of sy duts, as one of the jurors, to pass not only upon the exhibits
of the coloured sehools, but aiso apon those of the white schools. 1 accepied
the position, and spent & month in Atlanta in performance of the duties
which &t engailed. The board of jurors was a large one. consisting in all of
sinty membere, It was abour cquaily divided between Southern white peaple
and Narthern white people. Among them were college presidents, leading
scientists and men of letters, and specialists in many subjects. When the
group of jurors to which 1 was assigned met for organization, Mr. Thomaes
Nelwon Page © whe was one of the number. moved that I be made secretary of
that division, and the motion was unsnimously adopted. Nearly half of our
division were Southern people. In performing my duties in the inspection
of the exhibits of white schools [ was in every case treated with respect, and
at the close of sur labours 1 parted from my associates with regret.

1 am often asked 16 express mysell more freely than 1 do upon the politi
cal condition and the pelitical future of my race. These recollections of my
experience in Aflants give me the spportunity to do so briefly. My own belief
is, although 1 huve pever before said so in 50 many words, that the time swill
come when the Negro in the South will be accorded all the political rights
which his ability, character. and material possessions entitle him to. ]
think, though. that the apportunity 1o freely exercise such pu!ili(‘eﬂ' rights
will not come in any large degree through outside or artificial forcing: but

will be accorded to the Negro by the Southern white people themselses
and that thev will protect him in the exercise of those rights. Just as 500m &
the South gets over the old feeling that it is heing forced by “foreigners: o
“aliens,” to do someihing which it does not want to do. I believe that the
change in the direction that 1 have indicated is going to begin. In fact, there
are indications that it is already beginning in a slight degree.

s
swrone I Ol Virginie 118571 and vther southerd romds
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el e Hustrate :m .;r.l.-dnin,‘z,}‘l:"\uppusc that some months before the open-
S the "iﬂ?nh; ?‘j"h“ mr.‘-; ere had been o general demand from the
‘ﬁg.s 3;;& pﬂbh\) P st n In.(l]i 'ai: (S tlsm'Suuth ﬁ]ut @ Neﬂl’u hﬁ' given 4 p;d(‘t‘ an
i’“‘fopming programe, and that a Negro be placed upon the board of jurors
s ward: Would i1y -“J:‘}_‘ recognition of the race have taken place? 1 do not
{,{f! | st The Atlants of ficials went as far as they did because they felt it to
th‘g;ﬂw&ure‘ as we'l 0s a duty, to reward what they considered merit in the
be oo cdce: Say what vlr: will, there is sumething in human nature which
cannof hlot out, ‘Mm_ makes one man, in the end, recognize and reward

1 in another, rvxzurfﬁu:*\ﬁ_uf (‘Of?ltr OrF race.
| believe it is the duty of .‘he Negro—ay tl_u- greater part of the race is
dready doing-—to d s hlm‘—‘ﬂlf‘mﬂdt‘stly in regard to political claims,

ending upon the ‘s[?‘-- but sure influences that pmceu(# from the posses-
Jjon of property. miclf*gcm . and high character for the full recognition of
is paﬁticai pights. I think that the according of the full exercise of political

shts 15 going to be a matter of natural, slow growth, not an over-night,
Courd-3ine affair. [ do not tfmhcw that the Negro should cease voting, for a
than cannot learn the exercise of avlf—bga:vernm?nt by ceasing to vote, any more
than a boy can learn to swim by keeping out of the water, but I do believe that
in his voting he should more and more be influenced by those of intelli-
gence and character who are his next-door neighbours.

" | know coloured men who, through the encouragement, help, and advice
of Southern white people. have accumulated thousands of dallars” worth of
property, but who, at the same time, would never think of going to those
same persons for advice concernming the casting of their ballots. This, it
eems o me, is unwise and unreasonable, and should cease. In saying this
1 do not mean that the Negro should truckle, or not vote from principle, for
the instant he ceases 1o vote from principle he loses the confidence and
respect of the Southern white man even.

i do not believe that any state should make a law that permits an ignorant
and poverty-stricken white man to vote, and prevents a black man in the
same condition from voting. Such a law is not enly unjust, but it will react,
ss allunjust Laws do, in time: for the effect of such a law is to encourage the
Negro to secure education and property, and at the same thme it encourages
the white man to remain in ignorance and poverty. [ believe that in time,
through the operation of intelligence and friendly race relations, all cheat-
ing at the ballot-hox in the Sauth will cease. It will become apparent thut
the white man who begins by cheating a Negro out of his ballot soon lear ns
to cheat a4 white man out of his, and that the man who does this ends' his
tateer of dishonesty by the theft of property or by some _equaﬂy seriais
“eime. In my mpiniuzd:. the time will come when the South will encourage all
oFits citizens to vore. It will see that it pays better, from every standpoint,
0 have healthy, v igorous life than to have that political stagnation \&.hii;%‘l
& ;}; results swhen one-half of the population has 1o share and no interest

the Government. . 3

Sarule, [ helieve in universal, free suffrage, but | believe that in Fh’: Sgu;h

2 Are confronted with peculiar conditions that ;'Euhi”if) the P‘;‘}’“"_f S0 1:;, ;;:

bt in many of the states, for a while at least, either by an ecucator : :}, ?

Property test, or by both combined; but wh.mmjer tests tirt I‘&‘ﬁﬂli‘? . they
made to apply with equal and exact justice 10 bats yaces.

i

1901
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11 Of Mr Bovker T. Washington and Otler

- 251 3 g
From birth till demh enalaved: inword, in deed. anmanned

Hereditary bondsmen’ Rnow ye pot :
Who swould be free thearselves must sirike the hlos

Eusily the most striking thing in the history of the American Negro sin

1876 is the ascendancy of Mr. Booker T. Washington. It began at the tin(:?
when war memories and ideals were rapidly passing: a day of Jsmflish;;e
commercial development was dawning: a sense ol doubt and hi’%ual‘mls
overtook the freedmen’s sons,—then it was that his leading began. My
Washington came. with & sitnple definite programme, at the psvehological
mament when the nation was a2 little ashamed of having bestowed so much
sentiment oa Negroes, and was concentrating its energies on Dollars, Hi
programme of industrial education, eonciliation of the South, and submis.
sion and silence 2 1o civil and political rights, was not wholly original; the
Free Negroes from 1836 op to wartime had striven to build industrial
schools, and the American Missionary Association had from the first taught
various trades. and Price’ and others had sought a way of honorable alli-
ance with the hest of the Southerners. But M. Washington fiest indissolu-
by linked these things: he put enthusiasm, unlimited energy, and perfect
faith inte this gprogramme, and changed it from a by-path into a veritable
Way of Life. And the tale of the methods by which he did this is a fascinat-
ing study af human life.

It startled the nation 1o bear « Negro advocating such a programme after
many decades of bitter complaint. it startled and won the applause of the
South, it interested and won the admiration of the North; and after a
confused murmar of protest, it silenced if it did not convert the Negroes
themselves.

To gain the sympathy and cooperation of the various elements compris:
ing the white South was Mr. Washington's first task; and this, at the time
Tuskegee® was founded, seemed, for a black man, well-nigh impaossible
And yet ten years fater & was done in the word spoken at Atlanta: “In
things purely social we can be as separate as the five fingers, and yet one &
‘h_’? I'{f"}d in all things essential to mutusl progress.” This "Atlanta Compr®”
mise” is by ‘aH 0dds the most notable thing in Mr. Washington's caree

The South interpreted it in different ways: the radicals received it 2 1

complete surrender of the demand for civil and political equality; the €07

servatives, as a generously conceived working basis for mutual understan™

6. George Gaordon. Lord Biron (1788 x4,

Eritish pact. The quotation is from Childe {1,

spokesman
old's Pilgramage (158120

futc, ?
5. Tuskegee Normal and Industrial ‘gfi.lp,gn
cohnal Lar Africar Americans topnded BY 25,
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g0 hoth :‘1"‘”"“" it, and to-day its author is cerrainly the most
P jished Soutberner since Jefferson Davis, and the one with the largest
dﬁﬂniﬂ following &
et o this .._n;“s':‘.\ t“m‘n.! comes My, Washingions work in gaining place
L eonsideratios in the North. Others less shrewd and tactful had for-
essaved t0 :‘H on these two stools and had fallen between them: but as
VWashington «oe fht: heart of the South from birth and training, so by
?ijif‘ Jdar insight fie intuitively grasped the spirit of the age which was
gns;naliﬂé-’. the Morth. And so thoronghly did he learn the speech and
d""; fit of triumpaant commercialism, and the ideals of material prosper-
T hat the pictuie of a lune black bov poring over a French grammar amid
& tﬁ,?ds and dire of a neglecied home soon seemed to him the acme of
l;:li!diﬁt?ﬂ- One wonders what Sacrates and St Francis of Assisi? would
ayto this. 0
And yet this very harsgicnf:sa of vision and thorongh oneness with his age
o mark of the successful man. It is as thuugh Nature must needs make men
‘:ﬂrﬂ“ in order to give them force. So Mr. Washingtons cult has gained
;;.,qucatitming ful}m\er\. .hib work has wonderfully prospered. his friends
are legion: and his enemics are confounded. To-day lie stands as the one
wecagnized spokesman ol his ten million fellows, and one of the most nota-
ble figures in & nation of seventy millions. One hesitates, therefure, to eriti-
cise a lite which, beginning with so little, has done so much. And vet the
e is come when one may speak in all sincerity and utter courtesy ol the
mistakes and shortcomings of Mr. Washington's career, as well as of his
wriomphs. without being thought captious or envious, and without forget-
fing that it is easier to do ill than well in the world.

The criticism that has hitherto met M. Washington has not abways been
of this broad character. In the South especially has he had to walk warily
10 woid the harshest judgments,—and naturally so, for he is dealing with
the one subject of deepest sensitiveness to that section. Twice-—once when
at the Chicago celebration of the Spanish-American War he alluded 1o the
color-prejudice that is “eating away the vitals of the South,” and once when
he dined with President Roosevelt'—has the resuiting Southern criticism
been violent enough to threaten seriously his popularity. In the North the
fecling has several times forced itself into words, that Mr. Washington's
counsels of submission overlooked certain elements of truc manhood, and
that his educational programme was unnecessarily narrow. Usually, how-
ever, such eriticism has not found open expression, although, too. the
spiritual sons of the Aholitionists have not been prepared to acknowledge
that ‘f!e schools founded before Tuskegee, by men of broad i‘d(’ﬂ-}s ,:md seli-
“erificing spirit, were wholly failures or worthy of ridicule. \‘e‘ h}.dt:. thci:&,
Citicism has not failed to follow Mr. Washington, yet the prmmhng public
:i:I::?n of the land has been but too willixjg t0 de_h\ai{ ?hﬁ )m}iutmn of ai
““drisome problem into his hands, and sav. If that is all you and vour race
R take i
Sll;am,(mg his own people. howe\'el!". Mr \\'azshil?gtl’zthglzzc&ug?f::i;:};
an c:f fand masa el SR RS a.muunﬁm‘!"\ hough largely silenced

¢n to-day continuing strong and insistent even thOUEA argely s

54

it wolt (18581919, LS. prost
E:,.-..,Eli""! clerfe 11017 19264 fauwder of the 1. Theoduse Rovsevelt (338 id ‘. e



- R D

SR SPp—

= g —————

o

696 | W.t. B. DU D013

in outward expression by the public opion of the o fl; a. Some of thy,
opposition is, of course. IMEIT eV~ the “i‘““l‘p‘;“!“;’:: S ":‘L?‘tht*d dem,,
pogues and the spiterof narrow minds. But aside from tiis, there is agyg,
educated and thoughitul colored men m.&i, p:;:ns. of ‘4. w fand o Fﬁehug s

deep regret, sorrow. and apprehension at the o and astendang,

which some of Mr. Washingtons them'leza.rh:no gained. “hese same o

admire his sincerity ol purpose. andd are wxdm; 1‘0 E-J"__LE much g h“hesg

endeavor which is doing something worth the doing. [hey cobperate with

Ar. Washington as far as the conscientiously can: ond, indeed, j na

ordinary tribute to this man’s tact and power *Efdl steering as he myg

between so many diverge interests and opinions, he so lorgely retain, the
respect of all 1

But the hushing of the criticism of hanest opponents is & dangerous thing
it leads some of the best of the critics to unfortunate silence and paralysis of
affore, and ethers to hurst into speech so paqs‘w:'ui&i‘f} :.md h“_‘fm[‘lt‘rdtely as

1o lose listeners. Honest and earnest criticism Irom tnose whose intereses

are most nearly touched, —criticism of writers by readers, of governmen by

thase governed. of leaders by those led,—this Asathe soul of demuu-ac'y
and the safeguard of modern society. If the best of the American Negroes
receive by outer pressure 2 leader whom they had not recognized before,
manifesthy there is here a certain palpable gain. Yet there is also irreparable
loss —a E;ss of that peculiarly vahable education which a group receives
when by search and eriticism it finds and commissions its own leaders. The
wary in which this is done is at once the most eiez.nentary and the nicest
problem of social growth. History s but the record of such group-leadership;
and vet how infinitely changeful is its type and character! And of all types
and Linds. what can be more instructive than the leadership of a group
within a group?—that curieus deuble movement where real progress may
be negative and actual advance he relative retrogression. All this is the
social student’s inspiration and despair.

Mo in the past the American Negro has had instructive experience in
the choosing of group leaders, founding thus a peculiar dynasty which in
the light of present conditions is worth while studying. When sticks and
stones and beasts form the sole environment of a people, their attitude ts
largely one of determined oppesition o and conquest of natural forces. But
when to earth and brute is added an environment of men and ideas, then the
attitude of the imprisoned group may take three main forms,—a feeling of
revolt and revenge; an atiempt 1o adjust all thought and action to the will of
the greater group; or, finally, a determined effort at self-realization and

self-development despite cnvironing opinion. The influence of all of these
attitudes at various times can be traced in the history of the American
Negro, and in the evolution of his successive leaders.

Before 1750, while the fire of African {reedom still burned in the veins of
the slaves, there was in all leadership or attempted leadership but the on¢
maotive of revolt and revenge, ~typified in the terrible Maroons, the Danish
blacks, and Cato of Stono,* and veiling all the Americas in fear of insueret”
tion. The liberalizing tendencies of the latser half of the eighteenth cent!™

2. Leader of an tnsurrection of slaves 1n Siom ! s who ok gonrol i ‘i."
South Carolina, in 1739 “Maroons™ fugitnl: ::1:?:;;:}1??0}:1:‘;; %:Dl.lmhh West Indie?
slave communities in the South that often radded ingas the Virgin Jslands) i 1723:

nearhy farms and plantations. “Danish blacks” ] 3
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B along with kndlier l“t‘i':ltll.)ns h.t“‘ cen black and white, thoughts of
bf‘-‘_"g (o adjustn At and assimilation. Such aspiration was vspecially voiced
ﬂlll“;ue apnest sarngs ol Phyilis. in the martyrdom of Autucks, the fighting of
m*hn nd Pour, tin inteltectual accomplishments of Banneher and Der
W ;uld the polititai e fnaml-. off the Culfes.?
pat - fnancial ard! ‘\,ra(-m% stress after the war conled much of the previous

O itarian ArGar. Fhe ‘Elsfjpl’ﬁijitmelji and impatience of the Negroes at
: prsistence r,;{.;-'. very and serfdom voiced itself in two movements. The

-~ aaihe Seud. arvused undoubtedly by vague rumors of the Haytian
"1‘:][‘ made three frecce attempts at insurrection, -~ in 1800 under Gabriel
i “Jirginia, in 1522 noder Vesey in Caroling, and in 1831 again in Virginia

the terrible Mat ﬁi'!nf':r.‘ In the Free States, an the other hand, a new

1 curious attempt at self-development was made. In Philadelphia and
m‘“ York color-presc r:;m?n led to a withdrawal of Negro communicants
g white chu rehes and the formation of a peculiar socio-religious institu-
{_"’m& mong the Negroes known as the African Church,—an organization
::]Tliving and contre :iiir_ag 0 its various branches over a million of men.

Walker's wild appcal” against the trend of the times showed how the
vorld was changing after the coming of the catton-gin. By 1830 slavery
emed hoPeiewh‘ ia:.[?ned on the ‘am_uh. and the slaves thoroughly cowed
10 submission. The free Nv:j'groes of the North, inspired Fr, the mulatto
jmmigrants from the West Indies, began to L:Imnge_ the basis of their demands;
they recognized the slavery of slaves. but insisted that they themselves were
freemen, and sought assimilation and amalgamation with the nation on the
wme terms with other men. Thus, Forten and Purvis of Philadelphia, Shad
of Wilmington, Du Bois of New Haven. Barbadoes® of Boswm, and others,
arove singly and together as men, thev said, not as slaves; as “people of
color,” mot as “Negroes.” The trend of the times, however, refused them
recognition save in individual and exceprional cases, considered them as
one with all the despised blacks, and thev soon found themselves striving to
keep even the rights they formerly had of veting and working and moving as
freemen. Schemes of migration and colonization arose among them; but
these they refused to entertain, and they eventually turned ta the Abolition
movement as a final refuge.

Here, led by Remond, Nell, Wells-Brown.” and Douglass, a new period of
wiassertion and self-development duwned. To be sure. ultimate freedom
and assimilation was the ideal befure the leaders, but the assertion of the

Pl Cuffe (1739-1817%, merchani mariner extent by the suecessful slve revolt that estah-
d who 1n 1780 with his besther John hished the independent natton of Hall i 1304
Fested Massachusetis laws that withheld the 5. David Walker {1755-18301, sutier of David
:g‘;‘ﬁu{:f‘tkun Americans and American Tadi- Walker's Appeal (1829), & revolutionaty sntislav-
: Wheatley (ca. 1753-1784) merna- € Bt
nally acolaiimed A:E:(iu‘:ufhoriuptm who grew 6. James (. Barbadoes (ca. F796-1543), shoii-
g ye6 i Buston. Crispus Astuchs 117235 towist and feader smong the free Afrcan Amers
oo Believed to huve been an cscaped shave, caps of Boston. James Forlen St (1766-18421
1Bt man to die in the Boston Massacre, 3 wealthy Philadelphia bosinessman and cwvil
%50, 19 the Ametican Resolution. Peter Salem cights activist. Robert Purvis Se ‘“mt“’m“'
'“n!:sls:, intinguished slave-horn American wealthy Philadelphia refasmer and abolitionist.

otary Ay ) 758 Mary Ann Shad or Shadd (1823-1593), newspa-
by oRary War so -~ Sulem Poor th 17555, v Ann

'|;::m‘hﬁd free -b(;}ff:mziir:“n E;,;tlo]ur.sumr& per editor and antidavery lecturer Aderapder Da
%‘Qﬁdier. Benjamin Banneker (173118061 Bais, W, E. B. Du Bois’s grandtivher.

Dipy “Wonamer, and almanas maker james 7 William Wells Brown fea. I35 18840, wier-
Kl ™ 0 Derham th, 17621, earliest known nationally famous fugitive slave, lectirrer, and
4 ﬁ:a?‘“‘m‘mpit}sicmm author. Chardes Lenox Remond (IBH=I874)

. 1y Prosser (1275 ark Vesew inurnahist and antidavery lecturer. William
::".}z:‘l_mzzh l;ﬁw:a:ﬂ;iugm D::‘;;lm__m}“ . Mol (181618740, sbalitionist jostemalist and
S TR T raciions {nspired to some active participant in the Underground Raitroad.
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manhood rights of the Negro by himself was the mam relisnce, and

Brown's raid was the extreme of its logic. Mier “ﬁ*“}*-" W emanc

the great form of Frederick Diguglass. the greatest of Minerican Negro legy

ers, still led the host. Selfassertion, especially in political hines, ad.
main programme, and behind Douglass came Elliot, Bruce, and | dngs
and the Reconstruction politicians, and, less conspicuous hut of Breate,
social significance Alexander Crummell and Bishop Daniel Paype s 6
Then came the Revolution of 187, the suppression of the Negrg, o
the changing and shifting of ideals, and the seeling of new lights n ’i;
great night. Douglass, in his old age. still :*"”“'lf" stood for the ideals of 1e
early menhoad, —ultimate assinsilation through selfassertion, and on is
ather terms. For a time Price arose as a new leader, destined, it St‘{*m(:iﬂ
not to give up. but to re-state the old ideals in a [T}r:n less repugnant ta fh‘
white South. But he passed away in his prime. Lhen came the new Ifad:
Nearly ail the former ones had become leaders by the silent syf frage :f
their fellows, had sought o jead their pwn people alone, and were u-wali.’v.-
save Douglass, lirtle known outside their race. But Booker T. “'éhhmgm,:
arose as essentially the leader not of one race but of two,—a C(‘,mpr“nlh‘el_
between the South, the North, and the Negro. Naturally the Negroes resenteg
at frst bitterly, signs of compromisc which surrendered their el dn«.i
political rights, even though this was to be exchanged lor larger chances of
economic development. The rich and dominating North, however, was not
anly weary of the race problem. but was investing largely in Southern enter-
prises, and welcomed any method of peaceful cooperation. Thus, by national
epinion, the Negroes began to recognize Mr. Washington's leadership; and
the soice of criticism was hushed.

Alr Washington represents in Negro thought the old attitude of adjust-
rrerst and submission: but adjuament at such a peculiar time as to make his
prograzmme unique. This i an age of unusual economic development, and
Mr. Washington's programme naturally takes an economic cast, becoming
a gospel of Work and Money 1o such an extent as apparently almost com-
pletely ta overshadow the higher sims of life. Moreover, this is an age when
the more advanced races are coming in closer contact with the less devel-
oped races. and the race-feeling is therefore intensified; and Mr, Washing
ton’s programme practically accepts the alleged inferiority of the Negro
races. Again, in cur own land, the reaction from the sentiment of war time
has given impetus to race-prejudice against Negroes, and Mr. Washington
withdraws many of the high demands of Negroes as men and American

citizens. In other periods of intensified prejudice all the Negro's tendency 10
self-assertion has been called forth; at this period a policy of submission ¥
advocated. In the history of nearly all other races and peoples the doctrine
preached at such crises has been that manly self-respect is worth mare than
lands and houses. and that a people who voluntarily surrender such respech
or cease striviog for it, are not sorth civ ilizing.

In answer to this, it has been chiimed that the Negro can survise @
through submission. Mr. Washington distinctly asks that black people @
up, at least for the present, three things,—

nly

& Daniel A. Payne (1811-18931, African Meth.

adist Ephcopal chureh frad echiict
Babert lin:m Flaner (04 1’ J“-L:mﬂ .‘_..‘ ..?

Bruce (1641- 1895}, U.S. senator |
sippi (IB73-810 j..‘n:_a Mezcer Lang> g-912
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., political power,

f‘:ﬂml‘ insistunee on civil rights,

fhisd: higher education of Negro youth,—and concentrate all their ener-
e industrial edyeeation, the accumulation of wealth, and the concili-
gh'(uﬂ of the Soul h,\f This policy has been courapeously and insistently
§ > 5 teor v . ' ’
ﬁxﬂ"ﬁwd for over t“; 'r; 1 years, and has heen triumphant for perhaps ten

U G st 0% BUS tender of the palm-branch,! what has been the
7 ? In these voars there have aceurred:

rﬁgﬂ%he disfranchisement of the Negro.

5 The Jegal ercotion of a di?tinct status of civil inferiority for the Negro,

;, The steady withdrawal of aid from institutions for the higher training
g s . .

These movements are not, to b surv.'dsrmze results of Mr, Washington's
schings t.,m his pm;;m}%anda hgs, utthﬁyt a shadow of doubt, helped
Jheir gpeedier accormpiis m!ent. Ihfr question then comes: Is it possibile,
e pmbabie- t}ur nine mi Em'n.s of 'mu:'. can make elfective progress in
ccanumic lines il 1!:::& are deprived of pu;atzr:-ai rights, made a servile caste,

od allowed only the most meagre chance for developing their exceptional
sen? If history and reason give any distinet answer to these questions, it is
an emphatic No. And Mr. Washington thus faces the triple paradox of his
career:

1. Heis striving nobly to make Negro artisans business men and properiy-
awners; but it is utterly impossible, under modern competitive incthods. for
workingmen and property-owners to defend their rights and exist without
the right of su ffrage.

2. He insists on thrift and self-respect, but at the same time counsels a
silent submission to civie mferiority such as is bound to sap the manhood of
any race in the long run.

3. He advocates common-scheol® and industrial training, and depreci-
ates institutions of higher learning; but neither the Negro common-sehools,
nor Tushegee itself, could remain open a day were it not for teachers trained
in Negro colleges, or trained by their graduates.

This triple paradox in Mr. Washington's position is the object of criticism
by ewo classes of colored Americans. One class is spiritually descended
trom Toussaint the Savior, through Gabriel, Vesey, and Turner, and they
represent the attitude of revolt and revenge: they hate the white South blindly
and distrust the white race generally. and so far as they agree on definite
sction, think that the Negro's only hope lies in emigration beyond the bor-

s of the United States. And yet, by the irony of fate, nothing has more
ually made this programme seem hopeless than the recent course of

e United States toward weaker and darker peoples in the West Indies,
Hawaii, and the Philippines,~—for where in the world may we go and be safe

m lying and brute force? ;

1¢ ather class of Negroes who cannot agree with Mr. W ashingmn_ has

1 0 said little aloud. They deprecate the sight of seattered munsci‘s,'qf
:n?‘“na-l disagreement; and especially they dislike making their just criti-
0f 4 useful and earnest man an excuse for a general discharge of venom

M small-minded opponents. Nes ertheless, the questions involved are so

J
L A )
.%mﬁo F"f“ﬂu,s speech made ar Atiant L A gesture -"m}*d&f“lfl‘m‘m
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fundemental and serious that #is difficult to see hove men bike the Gy
Kelly Miller, J. W. E. Bowen,* and other representatives of this grq,, Mky,
much longer be silent. Such men feel tn conscieoce bunnd o s u§ Cay
nation three things: thig

f. The right to vete.

2. Civic equalny.

3. The education of yeuth acvording to ability

; £ & . Eia
They acknowledge Mr Washington's imvaluable service i counsel)
patience and courtesy in such demands: they do not ask that ignoran, }’];:-L

men vote when ipnorant whites are debarred, or that any reasangl,
tions in the suffrage should not be applied: they know that the Jou .

leved of the mass of the race is respansible for much discrimination as‘,'u'd
it. but thev also knew, and the nation knows, that relentless ‘“'ﬂf-prq?dém
is mare often a couse than a result of the Negro's degradation: they se;ll\ T
abatement of this relic of harbarism, and not its sysiematic encour. i

!]C I‘eslnc-

3 . » " ag@mEm
and pampering by al agencies of social power from the Associated Press 4
the Church of Christ. They advacate, with Mr. Washingion, a broad 5}"'1!?\0

of Neero commeon schools supplemented by thorough industrial trainy
but thev are surprised that a man of Mr. Washmgton's msight cannap s:';
that no such educational system ever has rested or can rest on any othe
basis than that of the well-equipped college and university, and they insig
that there is 2 demand for a few such institutions thronghout the Souh
to train the best of the Negro youth as teachers, professional men, and
leaders.

This group of men honer Mr. Washington tor his attitude of conciliation
toward the whire South: they aceept the “Atlanta Compromise” in its bread-
est interpretation: they recognize, W ith him, many signs of promise, many
men of high purpose and fair judgment, in this section; they know that na
casy task has been luid upon a region already tottering under heavy bur-
dens. But, nevertheless. they insist that the way o truth and right lies in
steaightfornard honesty. not in indiscriminate flattery; in praising those of
the South who do well and criticising uncompromisingly these who do il
in taking sdvantage of the opportunities at hand and urging their fellows 10
do the same, but ot the same time in remembering that only a firm adher
ence to their higher ideals and aspirations will ever heep those ideals within
the realm of possibility. Thev do not expect that the free right to vote, o

enjoy civic rights, and to be educated, will come in a momeunl; they do not
expect 1o see the bias and prejudices of years disappear at the blast of a
trumpet; but they are absolutely certain that the way for a people to gin
their reasomable rights is not by veluntarily throwing them away and insist
ing that they do not want them; that the way for a people to gain respect E
not by continually belittling and ridiculing themselves, that, on the ccm’[ral’?‘
Negroes must msist continually, in seaspn and out of season, that voting ¥
necessary o modern manhood, that color discrimination is barbarism. 2%
that 1"‘?"}" boys need education as well as white boys. :
In szuhng thus 1o state plainly and uneguivocally the legitimate dr:mﬂ«i?d’
of their people, even at the cost of opposing an honered leader, the thinkin®

ists in the North kelly Miler 'Jh“;_’g‘:jl}::
Fessur at Howard University and 8 055
\ilitants mnoneE

Al
Ve barisaim s st il at s

:i _[‘;.;hr; \.hglm; hE;h:;:d Bowen 11855-1933),
ethoedist chureh feader and popular lec
Archuibudd T Grimke s 1&4&119%, a;xvn:j}'f:l;
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. ofAmerican Negroes would shirk a heavy responsibility,—a respon-

¢ '3?;‘  to themselews a cesponsibility 1o the struggling masses. & responsi-
s }lu the darke veces of men whose future depends so largely on this
bl spican expert v, bt especially a responsibility to this nation,-—this
f\mtm{m f«.nhm'l nio At s wWrang to encoarage @ man or a people in evil-
(iafffllg: ip i WIOPg 19 ,uft'ﬁt.”id abet a national erime simply e et el
é‘”w?u!d, not o " g spirit of Kindliness and reconciliation
:i&"-‘cn the North and South after the frightful differences of a generation

3 ught ];ﬂr‘ a soarce of deep mngr;uul.llm_n to all, and especially o
I8 e whose misires ment caused the war: but if that reconciliation is 10 be
m\.rkﬁ'd by the indu .r:;-;.! slayery and ("Wig &x-mih ?;‘ those sume black men.
with Pt‘rmdnﬂ‘ﬂ hf‘f.""mnn into a position of inferiority, then those black
ey, if they are reatly men, are called upon by every consideration of patrio-
Lism and loyalty to oppose such a course by all elvilized methods, even
(hough such opposiion involves t.ihagn:emen: with Mr. Booker T. Wash-
ington- We have no right to sit silently by while the inevitable seeds are
sown for 2 haryest of disaster to our children, black and white.
First, it is the duty of black men to judge the South discriminatingly. The
(esent generation of Southerners are not respansible for the past, and they
should not be blindly hated or biamed for it. Furthermore, to no class is the
indiscriminate endorsement of the recent course of the South toward
Negroes more pausesting than to the best thought of the South, The South
i not “solid " it is a land in the ferment of social change. wherein forces of
all kinds are fighting for supremacy; and to praise the ill the South is to-day
perpetrating is just as wrong as to tondema the good. Discriminating and
broad-minded criticism is what the South needs.—needs it for the sake of
her own white sons and daughters, and for the insurance of robust, healthy
mental and moral development.
To-day even the attitude of the Southern whites toward the blacks s not,
15 <0 many assume, in all cases the same: the ignotant Seutherner hates
the Negro, the workingmen fear his competition, the money-makers wish to
use him as a laborer, some of the educated see a menace in his upward
development, while others—usually the sons of the masters—wish to help
him to rise. National opinion has enabled this last class to maintain the
Negro common schools, and ta protect the Negro partially in property, life,
and himb. Through the pressure of the money makers. the Negro is in dan-
ger of being reduced to semi-slavery, especially in the country districts; the
workingmen, and those of the educated who fear the Negro, have united to
disfranchise him, and some have urged his deportation: while the passions
of the ignorant are easily aroused to ynch and abuse any biack man. To
praise this intricate whirl of thought and prejudice is nonsense; v inveigh
indiseriminately against “the South” is unjust; but to use the same breath
in praising Governor Aycack, exposing Senator Morgan. arguing with Me
thomas Nelson Page, and denouncing Senator Ben Tillman,® is not ondy
“ane, but the imperative duty of thinking black men.
It would be unjust to Mr. Washington not to acknowledge that in several
Istances he has opposed movements in the South which were unjust to the

(1524 - 1907}, white supremacist senaior fram
Alsbama [1576-3907). Thomas Rehon Page
(EE3-1922), aurhor of sentimental fietion slon
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