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One major component of the efforts to promote the use of technology and distance education in South Dakota and specifically of Phase III of the Connecting the Schools Project-an initiative announced in the spring of 1999 by Governor Janklow that built a statewide intranet among all 176 school districts--was a comprehensive evaluation activity. The process of evaluation included active participation in the project by evaluators, collection of quantitative and qualitative data, and submission of several comprehensive evaluation reports. The overall evaluation plan was built around the AEIOU approach (Fortune & Keith, 1992; Sweeney 1995; Sorensen, 1996). The AEIOU evaluation process provides a framework for identifying key questions related to the project's implementation. This approach has five components that permit examination of the Phase III of the Connecting the Schools Project from a number of different perspectives: accountability; effectiveness; impact; organizational context; and unanticipated consequences. Interviews, focus groups, journals, and surveys that asked for narrative information were used to identify interesting and potentially important consequences of implementing the Project. The goal of the evaluation effort was to provide leaders in the state of South Dakota with information about the implementation of the distance learning infrastructure phase of the Connecting the Schools Project. Results are discussed in this paper in terms of the five components, and suggestions that were identified as a result of the evaluation are provided. (Contains 10 references.) (AEF) 
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Explains the evaluation component of efforts to promote the use of technology and distance education in South Dakota. Topics include the AEIOU (accountability, effectiveness, impact, organizational context, and unanticipated consequences.) evaluation process; diffusion of innovations; and evaluation results for South Dakota's projects. (LRW) 
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This report summarizes evaluation of data collected during 1996-97 for a project of the Iowa Distance Education Alliance, a partnership of Iowa educational institutions including the Iowa Department of Education, Iowa Public Television, the state's three regent institutions, Iowa's 15 community colleges, the 15 Area Education Agencies, and Local Education Agencies. The alliance worked together to implement a special statewide Star Schools grant to demonstrate the use of fiber-optic technology to provide live, two-way, full-motion interactive instruction which allows greater levels of interactivity than previous forms of distance instruction. The grant allowed the state to equip over 100 fully interactive video classrooms in community colleges, universities, and K-12 schools. The six goal areas were: (1) developing instructional materials to be used in distance education; (2) supporting training and access to distance education resources; (3) providing training and technical support for distance education; (4) expanding access to and information about distance education; (5) supporting incorporation of distance education in colleges and universities involved in training future teachers; and (6) piloting new technology and telecommunications integration in selected schools. The report is organized by these goals and employs the AEIOU components: Accountability, Effectiveness, Impact, Organizational context, Unanticipated outcomes. The report is largely comprised of charts, graphs, and quantitative data. Data are also summarized by national Star Schools goals and objectives, and conclusions related to the project are discussed. Supporting material in the form of appendices are located at the end of each chapter evaluating the goals of the Alliance which include: (1) Instructional Materials; (2) Infrastructure Development; (3) Training and Technical Support; (4) Information Systems; (5) Teacher Education Alliance; and (6) Integration of Technology and Telecommunications. (JAK) 
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Because it provides students with a strategy for the transfer of attributes from a familiar to an unfamiliar topic, the use of analogies can improve memory, increase specific knowledge, and encourage more critical evaluation of information. Analogies have been used to help students understand health and science materials, improve their vocabulary, and develop concepts in the content areas. To teach students to reason analytically, teachers can show them analogies of many types and help them discover and analyze the different kinds of relationships that can be expressed through the use of analogies. Once students have mastered the technique, teachers can ask them to write analogies relating to a passage they have read or have them discuss the relevance of a given analogy. Teachers can use discussions of differences between analogies to show that interpretation of a written text is subject to the reader's background of knowledge. Analogies can be used for literature as well. Through the strategy AEIOU and Sometimes Y (Analyze relationships, Explain, Instruct, Organize, Use, and sometimes You) instructors can provide structure and encouragement to students in using analogies and developing critical reading and thinking skills. (Appended are several instructional sheets that can be used to guide students through the instructional use of analogies.) (HOD) 
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