ACT I « SCENE §

SCENE §
Inverness.! Macbeth’s castle.

ENTER LADY MACBETH, READING A LETTER

Lady Macbeth “They? met me in® the day of success.* And

I have learned, by the perfectest® report, they have more in

them than mortal knowledge. When I burned in desire to

question them further, they made themselves air, into which
they vanished. Whiles I stood rapt in the wonder of it, came

missives® from the king, who all hailed me “Thane of

Cawdor, by which title, before, these weird sisters saluted’
me, and referred me® to the coming on of time, with ‘Hail,
king that shalt be!” This have I thought good to deliver® thee,

10 my dearest partner of greatness, that thou mightst not lose
dues'® of rejoicing, by being ignorant of what greatness is
promised thee. Lay'! it to thy heart, and farewell.”

me’cuv\\or
Glam;s= thou art,and Cawdor, and shalt be
What thou art promised. Yet do I fear thy nature:

15 Itis ltooﬁxllo'tht:rn_g'lkofhumankindnms12

1 central Scotland, oughly 100 mi. N of Glasgow

2 the witches

3jon

4 military/battle success :
5 (1) fullest, most complete, (2) faultless, most certain

9 transmit/ report/communicate to
10 (1) right, (2) that which is owed

11 deposit, place, set ;
12 ltbubemmgguwdthndﬁnhouldbe.meﬂ'ect,oncwmd:

28
nmilk” i Somd-hba that fomale have |
represeats  helpful , humane , considorate
We can infer dhat che thinks Machesh :; not
being m“'ﬂ , he is nok cruel enough +e
do what he chould do (wicked , murderous)

“humankind-
ness” The 1623 Folio’s spelling, used in this edition, does not at first seem.:o
settle the issue, since “kindness” then meant “kinship.” But the OEDs earliest

5 Mn\)r\'\\ s pature 1S \aelna comvauei 4o
* milk of human Jaindntess "

She Hinks he s oo kwl to seize the
oypor’(w\'\&a Xo becowe kha

the

You are +he Thane of Glamis and. Tow +he share
of Cundor , you wil be what +he witches predicted. .

Yet, T fear of who you are in nature . You are foo Kind

that you dont do what you hve 4 da, Y wish
+o be a great person, and you have ambitlon buk
o evilness associoted with that ambition.

; a
You have grent desire | but wou wost 4o get it a5
You will not act folsely +o gain it . But you

suppaed to have .
the crown) dhat calls cuk

1 . : \NN\‘t
W You must do Ahis ( something widked) QMS"-;M ;
+ have " on the M‘\\lr hwl,m r
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do what gou fear O“e Al wkkeA“ess Qor
d have Someo
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You lack +h

3”1 men 3
want whort You are rot
YOIL wmt gon\c‘“\h\j L

else
did +he wickediness . You

YOU. weu

Yo ( Even other person
would not wish 1% undene )

So 1 con ?u.r'swl-t{'e Your with
correck  you C change  your wind
o‘- my words $° that You coan over

Hu-rvj home

“\3 wor({S aNl
)w““\ +he b,\&n655

ceme 3om

rowl

ining the ¢
character  Which  prevents  you from gaining

which +he witches have a\teadﬂ made You I-d;g
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Lﬂ‘ﬂ M’STO have thee crowned withal.
You wit
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ki 135\\‘\‘) Glamiy,

bson‘.Sc-HonT_ha: I may pour my gpjrity® in thine car,

isg%’ with the valor of my tongue her words
All that‘;npgﬁ‘ggh from the golden round,?® king’
/ et s e sl i s

noture

Duncan
= con be k‘““'ﬁ ACT I « SCENE§

To catch'? the nearegt'4 way. Thou wouldst'® be great,

Art not wjthout amb_Luon,T;t without

The illnegs'® should gttend'” it. What thou wouldst highly,'®
That wouldsg thol holily, wouldst not play false,

And yet wouldst wrongly'® win. Thou'dst®® have, great

20

hich cries?! “Thus thou mugt do” if thou have®? it,
And? that whsh rather?* thou dosg fear to do

gnining [ receiving someth

vse of consanance

(thl and fw| sound

uSe og assonance
lil sound Cshort)

1'13

use of sibilance
[ots of “s" souno(.

home
Qu,k‘dj

25

Than wjshest should be undong. Hic? thee hither, come

There are lets of “Hhou”
N wouldst * * withowt” " thee”

Which fate and metapliysical® aid doth scem
Lody Macbeth ’s wikes and con

CyowW\
cent$ |

Loag & "m_lj”
" thee” refens to Hacheth

citation for “humankind” is approximately 1645. This too is not conclusive.
Yet 2 metaphor based on mother’s milk seems to fit a good deal better with
the more traditional reading, and “kindness” as “the state of being kind” s
cited in the OED from about 1350 on.The OED editors cite “the milk of
human kindness” as one among the citations for “the quality or habitof &/

13 seize, lay hold/take possession of

14 most direct/shortest

15 want to

16 wickedness, depravity

17 should attend = that ought to accompany*

dm means &n‘nk‘\ 0[0\'13 sm&u\n‘ﬁ

22 are/want to have
23 2nd on the other hand/at the same time

24 more §

25 hasten, hurry* M@ hither = +o or wwards A place
26 vital powers/character/disposition

27 discipline, reform, correct

28 the golden round = the kingly crown

29 supernatural

29

Ly M il B

15 Sulle kindwess in him <o
Ma&eﬁ\ 18 & o Mb“\ = dwﬂe h“s m\‘nil

' M (.
her chacacter bg ' powring % o him
foo kid 4o Seize the crown

: i
She not Mot he has ounl);tlm . but he will not do 01'3\4“‘!«3 wicked 4o ottain +
es

He v"Nl(L nok refuse the crown ‘{" someo e dene aﬂ\e wﬁclulﬂess
hergelf , come home and T Wil persuade gou with my words 1o

oot ) "3 1o beome what  ou have  been P\‘Oﬂ\;md to  become

She fears her hushaed s

he chuﬂe swr ml‘l\d
She sags t°




ACT I « SCENE §

ENTER A MESSENGER

What is your tidings?
Messenger  The king comes here tonight. Duncan will be coming to the catle tonight
Lady Macbeth Thou'rt mad® to

say it.
30 Is not thy master with him? — who, were't so,

Would have informed for®! preparation.*? |
So please you, it is true. Our thane is coming. f
%

Messenger
One of my fellows>? had the speed of 34 him,
Who, almost dead for breath,3> had scarcely more3¢
35 Than would make up®” his message.
Lady Macbeth i3 five him tending,:"g‘,Wl
. She asks +thoe spirits to come :
He brmgs i Wuasex” her (4o make her more tike o man who w“li 'A'
sign Mot terrible ‘\”N'Aﬂ EXIT MESSENGER be mere ltklls to marder than a woman ?
ve aoina to  happen metmphor would. )
e = The raven himself>° is hoarse, ~ Us¢ of gesonanss
' (N —_— e
(Dunoz ~ill be & That*0 croaks the fatal*! entrance of Duncan s el 14l sounds
ase — . ngs wi
red ) Under my*? battlements. Come, you spirits® |~ | 1y e of sihilance
That tend on*® mortal thoughts, unsex me here, »
Duncan coming into her U living beings subject +o The raven Uhe messenger) has & °
casle Chere h 30 frenzied, delusional, insane death / ﬂ'*"ff\s e«d)ﬁj Proat from cowing Se mach about Puncan :
S k 31 informed me for the purpose of making ' O¥ entering the castle ( fokally) !
| should be prodected 32 PREpaRAGON e | potucted . Come o B
deoth where he should feel P
B s whe 33 colleagues, comrades o TR kB sl 8 hose it
vt ¥ ‘¢ 34 the speed of = a faster rate of progression (by running) than e ot op g A
he will be mlrduei 35 shortness of breath wha hove ‘““’"‘3“5 of wudler ,
36 more breath left my feminity
({“{"J ) 37 would make up = constituted, formed y
38 care, attention ;
39 indeed, in fact che asks +he spivits o
40 he who (the raven being a singularly appropriate announcer of Duncan’s ill- £l her Srom fup o
fated visit) botiom with fhe mest horeible
41 fated, destined to bring doom* ecas Y
42 (not “these battlements,” or“Macbeth’s,” or even “Macbeth’s and my,” but “my”) &
43 tend on = watch over, take charge of, wait upon (“attend to”) looks back %o * Qu.\l with

the milk .f human k"the ”
Macheth wants Macheth +o come heme B
se She con £ill him e, CI'W!-C‘fcr bt o

30 )
Nk sPll\h 4o {"l her the Cruel| S0 tha:
she is bold eaough +o oct wickedly for Michet
feors  his  noture 3 ol



S“C wonts Thas dou Se no compunction
visits her “‘P‘ her Lrom b.‘rj what she
PlMS To do ACT I « SCENE §

And fill me, from the crown** to the toe, top full*; e the blood40glow ditfereatly
Cxc‘umﬂe milk $or \ Ofdll'e_5£46 grniii !o{«-wake thiCk47 my blOOd, - ( be braver, crueler . ditfecent )
l‘diﬂ bile that would \§£op up the acces ”{,ﬂi‘, ?fisagew to remorse, *® regrets for doing wmething wrong
Peison +he nurturing fod  That no gompunc_tgoug_ visigings>® of nature

of breast yu! :
M:\u“ﬁ Iht;(: Shake my fell purpose,>! nor keep peace between

: u
The effect>2 and it, Come to my woman’s breasts yemeve her l\:t;mn Kindess

alliteration ;Ai- take? my milk for* gall,% }’,g‘l'l‘ murdring ministers,56
z Wherever® in your sightless®® gﬁa_sfancsc.” CM": be see-n
wait, 1n hiding, to do |_You wait on®® nature’s mischief!°? Qorﬁe, thick night,5? very doek
evil acks Cimpice humant 5 g pall®? thee in the dunnest®* smoke ofm Super dok and Smll\lj

Ll Hhings Like Pt
b do tmible Hhigs That my keen%® knifot the wound it makes, 50
murder) 7 e
Perso,\;{ Ycation
44 top of the head*®
45 top full = brim full, filled to the very top
46 most horrible/terrible/evil

47 dense (so sentiments not cruel — e.g., pity — cannot flow to her heart)
48 access and passage = entrance and (1) transit, (2) right/opportunity of

movement
49 to remorse = do not allow “access and passage” to (1) regret, repentance,
conscience, (2) pity/compassion/tenderness and § me with yerrible crudhy
50 compunctious visitings = remorseful influences i & my he od +o my
s1 fell purpose = fierce/savage/cruel intention/resolution* ‘Q“'“ e +op 4
52 result +ves . §
$3 accept, receive thicken my H‘ol 4,\,1_ st,P the entrance |
£ 54 in exchange for i
§s liver bile, traditionally associated with bitterness, rancor, etc. ond flow o reyiet .ﬂ“ :
56 agents* % ot T will not be W".‘l "9 ony E
57 (i.e.,“comc"ﬁom“whcrcvcr"you“wait on”) guilk or moral Mg{g,—;{wml..‘:ﬂ that '
8 invisible, unseen, dark . i i
:9 essences csscntir:l natures will provent e hrom ace b MB l
me yeolize the wrongiess of it .

60 wait on = wait for, await
61 evil, misfortune, misery Come +o my breats yow Spirits ‘\'ha*

62 (Wills, Witches and Jesuits, 56, cites the “begetter” of Macbeth, King James, atlead. 4 ﬁ\o«dﬁb o‘?
who wrote in his Daemonologie that the devil can “thicken and obscure the o, lo - pndl veplace
air ... that the beams of any other man’s eye cannot pierce through the same ), iy acidy bile

to see them”) Come 40 me §rom whereve, \
Yo walt for dhe
63 cover, drape opportunidy 4o cawse oubl i son
e AT L’P'I: :: . e (4, inspire murdzr). Come
65 exceedingly sharp mght and Cover Gourfelf in the thickest smeke
o Som hell so ‘H’uﬂ: mﬂ eoger I(m& will not see
who 1t mnllrs
31




Fiest Seliloquy . she says he will not refue it if
Ymeone elee owts w:gkclly . 1a 4his Soll'loq,uj_ N

Seems she 35 plaaniag 4o do it ACT I + SCENE §

mehp)\or
t M
Nor hesven pecp through heTanked T he o, o o s s o w5
“ 6£ 9 : o q
To cry “Hold, hold: it itis o basket | peep thiough +o
ENTER MACBETH See  what \"Appenhg and. when

heaven vealizes whot ¥ sees

Gre:?t.G.l‘afms, worthy Cawdor, cry sbl’. Shop!”

~ 77



