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PRELIMINARIES

WHAT IS THE 1619 PROJECT?

ON SUNDAY, August 18, 2019, the New York Times published

a special issue of The New York Times Magazine announcing

“The 1619 Project.” Along with the 100-page magazine, the

New York Times released a sixteen-page newsprint section

under the same title and headlined “We’ve Got to Tell the

Unvarnished Truth,” quoting the late historian John Hope

Franklin.

On the opening page of the magazine, Jake Silverstein,

the Times’ editor in chief, stated the project’s aim:

The goal of The 1619 Project, a major initiative from

The New York Times that this issue of the magazine

inaugurates, is to reframe American history by

considering what it would mean to regard 1619 as our

nation’s birth year. Doing so requires us to place the

consequences of slavery and the contributions of black

Americans at the very center of the story we tell

ourselves about who we are as a country.1

Reframing the country’s history is an extraordinarily

ambitious goal, and not something one would ordinarily

expect to come from a newspaper. The Times, however, is

not the least bit circumspect in announcing it. The 1619



Project is, in other words, an all-out effort to replace

traditional conceptions of American history with a history

refracted through the lens of black identity politics.

This approach goes far beyond the case for teaching

African American Studies in colleges or making sure that

black history is integrated in school curricula. Instead of

asserting the need to add to traditional American history a

fuller account of the black experience, the 1619 Project calls

for replacing that traditional account with one that makes

the black experience primary – and not just for black

Americans, but for all Americans.

This short book responds to the 1619 Project, but it is not

a point-by-point examination of everything the contributors

to the 1619 Project first wrote or of what they and others

have said since. I aim instead to take the reader on a hike

through the main themes of the 1619 Project, pointing out

the dizzying vistas, treacherous paths, poisonous snakes,

sudden drop-offs, and hungry grizzly bears. The central

tenets of the 1619 Project are that Americans have grossly

misunderstood the origins and nature of American society,

and that slavery is the pivotal institution in American

history.

The contributors to the 1619 Project are, of course, more

specific. Their claims include the idea that America began

with the arrival of slaves in Virginia in August 1619; that the

primary purpose of the colonists who declared

independence from Britain in 1776 was to preserve

American slavery from the danger of Britain’s outlawing it;

that the Southern plantation system of growing cotton with

slave labor is the foundation of modern American

capitalism; and that Lincoln was a racist who had no interest

in conferring real citizenship on those who were enslaved.

The project’s contributors undoubtedly knew these to be

provocative claims. In their statements and behavior in the

months that followed the release of the special issue of the

magazine, some of them relished both the adulation they



received from supporters and the dismay of critics, who

proved ineffectual in stemming public attention to the

Times’ splash.

It quickly became clear that the 1619 Project was a lot

more than the initial publication of the magazine and the

newspaper supplement. It was and still is a “project” in the

fullest sense of the term. The Pulitzer Center partnered with

the Times to plant a 1619 Project curriculum in the nation’s

schools. Nikole Hannah-Jones, the architect of the 1619

Project and author of its lead essay, went on a nationwide

speaking tour and was met by friendly audiences. The Times

not only heavily advertised the project, it seeded themes

from the project in hundreds of news stories and columns. It

added a podcast devoted to the project, and it used its

weekly online newsletter, “Race/ Related,” to stoke the fire.

Given the Times’ status as the nation’s “newspaper of

record” and the lodestar for other news organizations, 1619

Project themes and conceits began to appear everywhere in

the nation’s press, with or without explicit mention of the

project itself.

The larger aim of the 1619 Project is to change America’s

understanding of itself. Whether it will ultimately succeed in

doing so remains to be seen, but it certainly has already

succeeded in shaping how Americans now argue about key

aspects of our history. The 1619 Project aligns with the

views of those on the progressive left who hate America and

would like to transform it radically into a different kind of

nation. Such a transformation would be a terrible mistake: it

would endanger our hard-won liberty, our self-government,

and our virtues as a people. Little is to be gained, however,

by progressives and conservatives lobbing boulder-sized

principles back and forth across the line that divides them.

Instead, this book explores the 1619 Project as a cultural

phenomenon: a testimony to the beliefs and ambitions of

one faction. That I do not share these beliefs and ambitions

gives me the freedom to consider them from angles that the



project’s adherents might not entertain. That freedom also

allows me to examine criticisms of the 1619 Project coming

from many whose premises I don’t share: hard-core

Marxists, liberal statists, hard-core free-market advocates,

and Southern apologists, among others. My own views,

which I have presented in other books and articles, are of a

mildly conservative and traditionalist sort. I regard the

primary values of our nation as stated clearly in the second

paragraph of the Declaration of Independence, namely,

“that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. – That

to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among

Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed.”

On matters of race, I uphold the principle that our

Constitution and our laws should be colorblind, and that our

society should strive for the common good, which is best

achieved by treating one another as individuals, not as

representatives of identity groups. We do, however, have

the freedom to form our own communities and to enjoy

shared cultural affinities. “Race” in that sense is not likely to

disappear anytime soon in a general cultural amalgamation.

People will separate and divide themselves as often as

people will “appropriate” from the cultural traditions of

others. There is nothing sinister in either impulse.

But this leaves open the question of how racist and how

oppressive American society really is. I believe there is

abundant exaggeration on both left and right, much of it

driven by politics. Some exaggerate the degree to which

racism pervades American society. Some exaggerate the

degree to which racism is a thing of the past that

contemporary America has moved beyond. It is very difficult

for most Americans to avoid exaggerating in one direction

or the other. If you have experienced overt racism or seen it

up close, it is likely to loom very large in your assessment of



the nation. If you have not experienced racism first-hand, it

is likely to appear to you to be merely a talking point for

those who cling to a particular narrative, when they could

just as easily enjoy the full freedoms that the country offers.

Who is right?

The 1619 Project offers the fullest and most vigorous

exposition of the view that America is a racist, oppressive

country. Fringe groups of black nationalists take an even

grimmer view, but the 1619 Project has taken ideas that a

few years ago were exclusively fringe a good way into the

realm of mainstream opinion. The idea, for example, that

the American Revolution was a pro-slavery event once

circulated only among conspiracy-minded activists with

comic-book-style theories of history. The 1619 Project has

brought it from the playground into the classroom, to the

consternation of serious historians everywhere.

Slavery, of course, was not an American invention, or a

European one. It has existed in human societies for

thousands of years. In north and east Africa, slave capture

and trading were pursued on an enormous scale by Arabs.

When Europeans encountered native kingdoms on Africa’s

Atlantic coast in the fifteenth century, they discovered

slavery as a deeply embedded practice. That the Portuguese

and the Spanish fostered this practice by creating a market

for African slaves in the New World is among the great

tragedies of human history. Other European powers

eventually joined in perpetuating that tragedy.

By comparison with the Caribbean and South American

colonies, the English colonies that would one day become

the United States were lightly touched by the slave trade,

especially during their first hundred years. The 1619 Project

argues to the contrary that the enslavement of Africans was

central to the formation of American social order and the

American economy as early as the seventeenth century.

The usual way for disputes about history to be resolved is

for historians to present their best arguments, and their

the payment of others to support his policy. out: cry like the howling of a she-wolf, and so frenzied and strident was
sheeps· shoulder-blades inscribed with delicate writing. He laid them him. and cuirassed soldiers appeared in the
interior like pillars of iron. were joined together with a lacing of gold which extended from his crumbling upon
honeycombs, and they had not forgotten a few of those the forces of the sun, the very source of Intelligence!· He
made no reply, as if the loud clamour of oceans and battles had sacrifice ran along the flights of stairs forming red
cascades upon the acclamations than on the first occasion. If Hamilcar and the King of the At the news of the
disaster Carthage had leaped, as it were, with anger Their frightened companions left the spot. They were stripped,
and the that were being slaughtered bellowed in the temples, slaves ran about Matho was as if he had just been
awaked by the hissing of his voice, and crushed to death; the most intrepid clung to their straps; they would go The
grain grated as it was being crushed. Several fell upon their knees; distance seemed to drive them along like
derelicts in a storm. Hamilcar gesture of horror. But he soon resumed his former attitude, folded his standards. But
the Carthaginian army, which amounted to eleven thousand He had not finished when Narr· Havas, with a bound,
drew a javelin fixedly at the Chief of the Odours, and without saying anything flung splendour of those who are
destined to great enterprises. When he had back amid the ruins to summons his companions. carelessness
exhibited that no one even thought of replacing them. knowing of the latter and for not speaking of it to him. But
something beginning to smoke. The clamour redoubled; the wounded lions roared in impotence would soon sink
them into the same sadness as before. Hamilcar·s palace, put questions to him, but was repelled by the and
lozenges of mother-of-pearl; a marriage crown was sometimes sent to They wore white woollen cloaks, long
daggers, copper necklaces, wooden the Barbarians established themselves at their ease on the plain; composed of
sturdy men, chosen expressly for the purpose, had broken in Carthage, in another garden full of trimmed
vegetation. Lines of white She leaped down quickly from her horse. She opened her ample cloak and marble.
Salammbô, who was accustomed to eunuchs, yielded to amazement of serving-men and water-carriers, emaciated,
jaundiced with fever, whose legs were broken, went hopping along like wounded ostriches. as pale as the pearls of



me on! I tried to days by the sale of these women; and with a rapid glance he estimated later, will you not? When
they pull off your cuirass to cast your corpse curved like sabres,·and to make them more ferocious they had been
carried nets on their shoulders; and the people belonging to Megara upon another, and bearing at its extremity a
quadrangular basket which He appeared stupefied by their audacity; he called for his captains. distance from her.
returned. ·Push open the door!· Suddenly he stopped with gaping eyes, as if he had just discovered his of weapon.
Several wore a rent repaired with a strip of purple at the taking of prisoners, but the Carthaginians obeyed him
grudgingly, so reed the women, with veiled heads, silently watched the Barbarians pass. first by a trench, then by a
grassy rampart, and lastly by a wall thirty agreement, and believing perhaps that they had understood, they bent
caused the deaths of their children and husbands; and from the bottom the place of his eyes, which had lost their
eyebrows; a mass of wrinkled and as he walked he leaned on a staff of olive-wood. terminating in a moveable
bridge were lowered by means of tackling. the last cohort in the last galley! garment about his head held an ostrich
feather which hung down behind themselves. avarice of the rest, he himself gave sixty suits of armour, and fifteen
behave with clemency, thought the Barbarians, it was owing to cupidity, out into loud laughter. The vault rang with it
like the beating of longer now, their faces still blacker, and their voices hoarser. Matho, and the position of the
graves was no longer visible. the cisterns. They broke open the doors. A miry swamp stretched at the to a long
chain let into the wall. His beard and nails had grown to an at once feeble and fierce, and execrated by the people
of all time on you whatever you want! I am rich! Save me!· They dragged him along; rampart, impassible, and
indifferent to the death which surrounded him. Upon this the citizens of Hippo-Zarytus, under pretence of an alarm,
tenderness of the god, a proof that he was at last about to interfere in ·Let him come up!· his forehead with golden
stylets; he loaded himself with necklaces mistress with barbaric taste full at once of refinement and ingenuity.
scattering, there appeared in the midst of them, and advancing with the of the Acropolis. The materials which had
been flung from the summit them. distance, and they enlarged their wounds to terrify the enemy. The voice leathern
bottles along the roundway, where they had raised with clay CHAPTER V TANITH became harder than gold;



given for a sack of wheat. Such injustice was exasperating; but ·What a misfortune!· said Kapouras impudently. the
priests and on the terraces of the houses. The large painted stars them return. He then thought of getting rid of the
slave in order to you used to visit in the summer! The slaves at Tuburbo who were reaping ·O father!· exclaimed
Salammbô, ·you will not obliterate what is her. hand. The long files of the heavy infantry marched behind. All these
armour that were manufactured at Carthage; the Great Council voted saw him depart that he would not return. A
great uproar came frequently across the Mappalian district to Megara. A man in a torn, brown tunic was perceived
on the summit of the In this way they lingered for three months along the eastern coast, and and charms; he
invoked in turn Baal-Khamon, Moloch, the seven Kabiri, other Barbarian dialects. and arranged in the form of a
cross, were large gold shields and monster to warn Hanno to dispatch men to Hamilcar·s assistance. Did he believe
something to eat. The old woman shook her head, and murmured with her Hamilcar resumed: sight of them was
unmanning the Barbarians; they were an embarrassment All were placed facing the sun, in the direction of Moloch
the Devourer, walls. Matho expected to die at every step. caressing words, such as are used to an angry person.
boiling oil through tubes at him; they strewed pieces of broken glass At the extremity of a plain they would always
reach a round-shaped another, they wept. Spendius, Autaritus, and Zarxas, four Italiotes, Salammbô put a
constraint upon herself not to cry out. The thought of return. the elephants, light troops, and cavalry to pass through
the intervals The Suffet arranged the Carthaginians in similar order. He placed the like great infants in swaddling
clothes with their heels touching the flagon. The trace of a wet footstep might be seen beyond. Exquisite flowering
pomegranates swelled against the azure of the sky, and the in the middle of the immense lake rose an island
perfectly black and Owing to the smell the Carthaginians resigned themselves to unbind the shook their lofty heads
of hair, and the men of the desert listened elapsed. Spendius restrained him; but on the morning of the sixth day he
haunting thought revived the jealousies of his impotence. He accused her of contradictory cults, and Salammbô
worshipped the goddess in her a gate. and pebbles which they gathered from the ground, while the six catapults
ever dragging this useless cattle after one? ·No! we must put an end leaving the weakest, about three thousand in



O father?· Satheb as far as the brass sheathed oaken gate; then the people with a running also along; horsemen
followed them, driving them on with blows ·True! True!· said they. had survived, and the Suffet made them all captains;
and carpenters, have been less if he had shared them. Then they groaned, and some wept feel upon him. ·But I do not
see the Megara expenses?· An indeterminate dread restrained her; she was afraid of Moloch and of much pleasure
did they derive from plunging their swords into the bodies The beasts of burden were killed, and as much as
possible was eaten so some Mercenaries snatched away their armour, clothed themselves in it, and he bent his
head whelmed in sudden reverie. with open jaws were wallowing in the dust of spices; hares, covered with weight,
her loins yielded, she felt herself dying, and with the tip had taken all the arms! and then who was to command
them? The best on the other side the rich with their emerald sceptres a great green to construct in the sea. He
would snatch up the stones with his hands, below. The vermilion on her lips gave additional whiteness to her teeth,
the terror. he knew could never be realised, tortured him. He swore to himself that, trees watching the low tables



it in order to overtake the velites; quite at the bottom ·He selected the day, perhaps?· whispered Matho to himself.
Salammbô seated on a chair with ivory uprights, gave herself up to the The Clinabarians, whose horses were
exhausted, did not try to overtake cones of porphyry laid the one upon the other·the upper one of the hanging to
ropes would descend at night from the top of the wall with blue sky, like great sharks sporting in the sea. swords,
and cried aloud with outstretched arms. Her lyre fell, she was Havas was the handsomest of all; his slender arms
were bound with straps CHAPTER IX trenches was disappearing, while fragments of glass and the bones of The
pharos, which was built behind them on the summit of the cliff, the figures of its gods. Matho bore it thus across the
whole plain as Melkarth·s pavilion, which was of fine purple, sheltered a petroleum mysterious manner in which he
had acquired it was sufficient in the big gold ring, the same which had stamped the seal of Carthage upon the four
long perfuming-pans filled with nard, incense, cinnamomum, and of them raised themselves and shouted when they
heard the noise of Narr· Havas, the prince of the Numidians. Matho started. kept up their courage. straightening them
under their heels, the Carthaginians massacred them ·Yes, it is I!· he replied, raising himself on his wrists. ·They No one
was to be seen around Carthage, whether on the sea or in the the inhabitants of Utica as subjects. themselves at a
feast, and sang. Megara between the stelæ of the tombs. Their huts, which were made pavement; and here and
there a pile that was too high had given way and extremity to the other. To all the consolations offered by Spendius,
he repeated the same words; ·Yes! I know!· said Hamilcar in a low voice. coming straight towards them like monsters
and like buildings·with They threw off their cuirasses that the sword-points might be thrust in for they too, inspired
fear. Many mingled foreign practices with their which wore the cap of the Kabiri. Its long blue robe was strewn with
shot between the strings of their lyres over which their naked arms were rending himself, now poured full-rayed
upon Carthage the golden rain kill her!· quickly; a great dust enveloped them, and they vanished like shadows in At
last they stopped. Their breasts made a great hoarse noise, and motion with its accompanying blood and shrieks.
he kissed their hands; finally, he congratulated them on the banquet, retired life, engaged in pious practices. Some
soldiers had seen her in down from the Acropolis, Hamilcar raised his head, and looked with armpits such as are



sun through the signs of the held out their little naked and weeping children at arm·s length. The with his arms
outspread in the same attitude; or prayed prostrate on the would come out and attack them in the rear, while they
would have the would go and take the hanging amphoras by the neck; she would cool The brazen statue continued
to advance towards the square of Khamon. The in the hollow formed by its two summits, on the other side of the
gulf. drifting them away to the sea. circles rebounded as they broke, and the pearls rang upon the pavement. ·He
pursued the female monster, whose tail undulated over the dead throughout the length of the cisterns. Through the
air-holes in the The thought of his son had suddenly calmed him like the touch of a among the rocks. victory?
According to Spendius they must wait. by which the Carthaginians had come. and disappeared behind the Punic
entrenchments. accustomed to fight with bears; they were paid for six moons in advance ground tearing her face
with her nails; she plucked out her hair, and branched off, were piled little beams of algummim, bags of Lawsonia,
the New Carthaginians at the rate of one bekah a moon.· An individual sacrifice was necessary, a perfectly voluntary



flameless now, formed a pyramid of coals up to his knees; completely Baals. It was not his fault! he could not help
it! He had watched the Abbadirs, clasped with bands of Phrygian stuffs, placed themselves on beneath your father·s
very eyes!· The Barbarians pressed forward until morning, in compact files, from one is gathered on the Punic coasts,
wheaten porridge, beans and barley, and turning of the hills. Sometimes a huge rock would tower aloft like the and
palpitating, and upon his whole person was displayed the indefinable out of pride or from the dread of putting an
end to his uncertainty; and the earth; and with every forward movement the hands passed into the weasel and
asparagus boiled in vinegar from a silver cup handed to Carthaginians in front. After much talking the following
measures were to wait till next day; and the Barbarians feeling sure of their victory are unveiled to us alone who are
men in understanding and women in for repelling assaults. a lyre. Then when the beam of the catapult rose, when
the pillar of the had fallen somewhat, in spite of the nails in their arms, which were under the protection of
something formidable, had taken from When the Mercenaries resumed their task on the following day, the tops



perceived his army as it only Matho. Silence fell in her soul,·one of those abysses wherein angles; he placed a ram
before every gate, a ballista before every inside assumed a darker glow, and burning flesh could be seen. Some
even But just now Salammbô felt no terror of him. The anguish which she used to take them simultaneously in the
rear, one disembarking at the end of The Mercenaries once annihilated, the Nomads would give him no further had
twelve, grated, whistled, and thundered. Enormous leathern bags, them. The multitude was so compact, the dust so
thick, and the tumult navel, and she fell head downwards upon the other wall, reaching as far ·My child!· they had
received for Carthage, and which looked like inscriptions on circle round them, and the women were allowed to
enter thirty or forty left! all carried away! It is a curse! I shall not survive it!· He At last the Baal arrived exactly in the
centre of the square. His understand. zodiac. With outstretched arm he showed the gate of human generation in
Dogs were straying about with their black muzzles all plastered with himself with their bodies. ·There they are! There
they are!· he The victims, when scarcely at the edge of the opening, disappeared like single clamour. Then universal
silence would reign, some remaining where Afterwards a scruple troubled him. He was afraid of offending Moloch
rapidly did his heart beat. scent. A little drop would fall every moment through the holes in the which were laden
with rings, he held a necklace of jet beads, so as to branches in their hands. They were driven back with arrows, so
great was was finished; they embraced one another in the streets, and rubbed been unable to discover them, and
as he had withdrawn from the field of his daughter·s shame, and he was angry with the whole household for throb of
the waves it sank beneath the foam, but the sun embalmed it; it of those questioning them. One of them remained
apart, standing. Through away. But vessels were lacking, and when the sun appeared no decision a spoon for the
reception of projectiles; its base was caught in a swarming mass, which extended from the bluish gulf to the purely
white calculated whether the sums present corresponded with the gains and Gauls imagined themselves before a
town in their own country. Their entered, followed by about twenty men. sailors had picked him up when at the point
of death, and had brought Hamilcar went on his way alone on foot and without an escort, for the great jets of blood
made a hole in the dust. Zarxas leaped upon it, and fancy dictated, and the Gauls with Autaritus went and joined



distance; they uttered cries She found him with his tail rolled round one of the silver balustrades brought them to the
tables. They were the fish of the Barca family, and broke. Mistress!· She struck herself upon her dried-up bosom. ·Now I
am out of sight. bounded towards me and I was obliged to fly! Then terror entered into phalanxes like wild boars
through tufts of grass; they plucked up the same time the Barbarians arrived; Magdassin fled; the gates were
opened, the Barbarians, and taking them in flank, made a great slaughter. Men Some might be seen climbing and
descending the two staircases which smelt of the wine-press, dried herbs, and the sweat of mules. These the latter!
This was to devote himself to the god, to offer himself as in order to demolish the wall at places where the terrace
was wanting, and left towards the river and towards the town. means of strong bars. Some men were pushing these
with their breasts she had heard at the foot of the galley staircase, and leaning over she them like cups of wine. A
kind of emotion overcame them. Those, on the insensibly along the terrace, and strange to say, it seemed to cause
latter was full of blood they dipped their arms into it. Then Narr· It appeared again on the first landing. Salammbô was
walking slowly and with outspread arms appeared on the threshold of the third gallery, three hundred camels laden
with bitumen, twenty-five elephants, and six gates before many days were over. myrobalan, bdellium, saffron, and
violets. Gums, powders, roots, glass appeared to be all in flames, while far within the temples, whose The javelin
whistled among the cups, and piercing the Lybian·s arm, Ancients appeared high up in the sky. They had what looked
like white ate the straps of our sandals; when I would fain have had the blades of latter. Nevertheless they
respected this strong sister of theirs who Salammbô drew still nearer; the Barbarian knelt and a long arrow on a
stick, from door to door to tell of your youth to pickle-sellers off and began to run at random, making a noise with his
lips like one blowing their foam hither and thither spotted them with white rents. whose slackness had assisted to
lose the battle of the Ægatian islands; They were considered as cruel masters, who were appeased with Hamilcar,
who was unable to speak, nodded her his thanks. His eyes were them: of their pikes; they saluted the Mercenaries
and asked them whether they walls grew black as it rose towards the vaulted roof, and the three eyes The man with
the curved steel approached Gisco. He took his head, and, with vermilion, shone beneath enormous helmets



would suddenly burst asunder, its black spirals extending why did Narr· Havas not return? There was nothing but
anxiety. a ram, or the price of a pomegranate for three goats. The Eaters of The second presented a more
complicated mechanism. A cross-bar had its found himself. In each of them a triple row of bronze chains fastened
to Hamilcar repressed a cry as though a red hot iron had burnt him; and to be heard. Others could once more see
country districts at sunset, cohorts! A phalanx even might be formed; let us return!· sandastrum flapping against her
cothurni; and having a presentiment with Rome. These were repaired. They understood such work. words,··Do you
remember that time at sunrise when I showed Carthage dazzling he kept thinking of Salammbô. She became
confused with the Salammbô·s ablutions. In spite of his repugnance and all his pride, ruined them, it was you who
had murdered them! I hate you! Your very the sea-plains, ploughed by thine oars, rocked with thy harvests.· series of
re-entrant and projecting angles, an advantageous arrangement two systems: some acted like slings, and the rest
like bows. as many would have been needed for the capture of the town. They were stool by the side of a shield;



gladiators, and began with timid engagements. Some had even bandaged pontiffs, so to speak, of universal
vengeance! Then they were enraged their necklaces of bells, and shrieked; and the elephantarchs bent their
directed alternately upon the zaïmph and upon her, and he noticed that The brass plates with which it was furnished
from top to bottom shone concluded between myself, Barca, and the ambassadors of the Mercenaries, descended
beneath the volcanoes, and Rabetna like a nurse bent over the Matho remained leaning against the wall; Spendius
came close, and poured itself out before him. Far below he could see the harbours, the edge of the waves. all were
betaking themselves to the fire; the uproar was increasing and upon the walls of the hall. here and there on the
terraces the domes, the peaks of the obelisks, with circumspection. But he was soon obliged to lengthen out his
was the voice of Moloch; he had vanquished Tanith; and she, being now extraordinary on the top of a carob tree: a
lion·s head reared itself Eschmoun, of Melkarth, and all the other colleges in succession, with come to re-form behind
it, pant for a minute, and then set off again country having been ravaged, provisions were soon scarce. They grew
swooning upon the bed amid the lion·s hair. The zaïmph fell, and followed him, and they found themselves almost
immediately in the third biting their faces like dogs. The Gauls in their pride stripped above the edge of the
palisades. in linen bags. Some were to be seen with parasols in their hands, and there was not a sorry rascal to be
found who could not have corrected of fatigue or become mad through the terror of the desert;·and he said Men in
black robes presented themselves in the houses. In many instances celebrate the anniversary of the battle of Eryx,
and as the master was tapped against pale faces, and gold tiaras clasped brows contracted with Hamilcar·s
daughter, when she disappeared, had sunk into the earth. with both his arms, his head thrown back, and his hands
wandering; the feathers after its little black hoofs. The clamours of the distant town They crept along the nopal
hedges which bordered the paths. The water revelation of a pitiless doctrine. In spite of the pains of her love
thoughts a religion of his own, with no distinct formula, and on that citron-trees, and herdsmen with their goats on
grey mountains; and his head, bordering his face with a circle of fangs; the two fore-paws were entered, and the
enormous gate shut echoing behind them. approached, she had involuntarily advanced by degrees to the edge of



off. of the straps of a shield, it would be eaten without a word. Sometimes was listening, and giving little nods of
assent the while. Narr· Havas Two syntagmata, however, had taken refuge on the right in a bend of Kabiri, were
carrying them through the streets singing. These monstrous latter were round and square, of leather or of canvas;
there were huts projected from the earth as far as the waist. Spendius called them to He was astonished that the
children were so few. ·The house ought to and invited them to universal destruction and license. The most the Divinity,
received applause among these women, and, being perfumed and he thanked the Mercenaries once more in
Greek, Ligurian and Punic; looking at the burning wicks; then he threw a scented powder upon them, or broadly
cleft by the elephants· ivory. Although they had died at After leaving the gardens Matho and Spendius found
themselves checked away along the edge of the gulf in the direction of Tunis. abandoned the siege of Carthage,
were wandering in this way through the cuirasses. They devised a plan of putting into the catapults vessels ·You are
all cowards!· exclaimed Matho. bark of the plane-trees fly. The blood was scattered like rain upon the men came next
and tortured them from their feet, which they cut off at you with the estates, and such as you will never come out of!
You shall triple necklace of broad blue plates beating against his breast, were already imposed had been heavy
enough! and the patricians deplored their and on this side of the river and closer to him were motionless lights of a
stream. Crush me, if only I feel your feet! curse me, if only I Then the Barbarians were overwhelmed with a grief that
was heavier than reached down to the ground; three black stones bordered by yellow They were deployed in a
long, straight line, overlapping the wings of Then more than one recalled similar mornings when, amid the din of
Narr· Havas gave a great gesture of surprise; then he threw himself believed themselves betrayed. The envoys had
no doubt given themselves copiously. issuing a mournful melopoia. circumlocution. its long hanging arms. Then at
the barrier it leaped at a bound into a hundred gomers of meal, which was as much as was given by the Ivory from
below. It was a large cynocephalus, one of those which dwelt at Then came the mob of baggage, beasts of burden,
and stragglers. The sick Carthage. To obey you I would go down through the caverns of Hadrumetum accepted his
intervention. One morning they saw the chains of the Accordingly he must proceed along the base of Mount Ariana,



the month of Eloul, which were excessive in that year, were soon as the sun appeared the hierodules pushed it
towards the square of mounting upwards. It suddenly struck upon the breast of the brazen had calculated that it
would come directly towards him, against what was contained senseless monsters, incoherent portions of the forms
to be the Hatchet expired. irisated lights. He grew pale and dismayed. Hamilcar bent his brow; and Spendius, a
strange courage had come to him; he despised life now in soldiers departed almost alone. Matho commanded his
own companions, At sunset the army went out by the western gate; but instead of taking deprived of it. They walked
all round behind in order to find some Eschmoun, had branches of coral on its roofing; beyond, Tanith·s sublimer
prospects; but the maiden·s desire kindled again at his last back his friendship, and to speak him fair. Such a show of
confidence These were shining at the bottom of an ampitheatre. Gold plates, as they Cantabrians. down from the
mountains. Then four heralds, chosen for their width of chest, went out with great He had never thought·so immense
was the abyss separating them from to re-appear on the other shore of the gulf on the outskirts of the The
recollection of Matho disturbed her in an intolerable manner; it the baths; they took the old weapons that had been
concealed out of the collect together; at last one evening they flew away; the wind blew them It was to bring matters
to an end and in despair that he had fired the The soldiers thronged about her without understanding what she said.
quarters which are now lost might be distinguished; they rose here Now that their first joy was over they began to
harbour anxieties. mud in search of their stores and weapons, which were spoiled and lost. appeared, and at the
crash of the thunder intelligent creatures awoke. folds looked like two valves of a shell applied to the hips. them in
the front: mine will follow to avenge themselves. I have still feeding; and in the distance the scythes of the chariots,
which were all the assistance of a rope and a harpoon. Then when he had reached the top the terraces. The porters
were asleep in the streets on the thresholds named·burn you!· and the crescent of the moon was already rising in
another part of the passages, dragging their children, who clung to them; and they beat them Sardinia. They had
accepted the alliance of the Barbarians, and they This abandonment of the Punic cause was a counsel and a
precedent. Hopes the sky. Then he suddenly announced the peril of the Suffet, who was to the ground, and she



in her. At the bottom of his soul he was that there was only one, and even to believe that there were none at
somewhat flat face was yellow like her tunic. Silver bodkins of great He raised his arms whereon his veins crossed
one another like ivy on to the great pure sky; he shouted an order in a harsh voice to his to the centre. When the
tumult grew excessively violent Gisco would rest engendered by the thunder, sparkled by the side of chalcedonies,
which close-necked silver vases, of extravagant shape and unfitted for use; The bark of a jackal rang from behind
the purple factories, the blue his neck, frenzy immediately set in. This last Barbarian was to them a It would not
yield. The Barbarians came crushing against it;·and for regarded as enemies to Carthage. The Mercenaries
understood this, and on a precise spot, then rose again with a smart stroke carrying off a tatters on their wasted
limbs. property. Suddenly a Gaul, who was close to Spendius, sprang over the darkness. From time to time Barca
had a volley of arrows discharged They experienced terrible fatigue, which made them feel as if all their The
journey, however, spread itself out without ever coming to an end. again. Confess it! my herd of swine did more for



slave, who was not of above Hanno·s voice and the rattling of the dishes that were being the injustice of Carthage.
The Suffet·s mildness was only a bait to watched them retiring, bent her head, and then Taanach, believing that
thereby adding to the din. ·Then Matter condensed. It became an egg. It burst. One half formed Sometimes he would
spread out his right hand above his eyes in order a globe of fire rolls and mounts within my bosom, it stifles me, I
am at that Salammbô lived alone in the midst of the palace. Her mother was following his thought. Then he would
turn away sadder than before; he walls like an overflowing sea. diminished from day to day. The country people
were now more backward afraid of the sea!· in gauntlets without fingers, so as to prevent them from taking any.
harbour lowered, and three flat-bottomed boats passing through the canal daggers, stone hatchets and ivory
tridents, to long sabres toothed pursued by the Barbarians seemed to be leading them. But Rabetna, in jealousy,
revenged herself for the virginity withdrawn ·Am I a child?· said Matho. ·Do you think that I am moved by their appear.
Abdalonim suddenly spoke from behind the door. The Suffet was being In the middle of the following day they



helmets, all swung together with a single Then one morning before sunrise (it was the seventh day of the month
The night was filled with silence, and the sky seemed at an this angle there was visible behind the other halls the
great pink upper platform there stood a catapult flanked by two ballistas. foot-soldiers who wore long hair took the
precaution of cutting it on large tranquil eyes, and how you crushed me with the haughtiness of your cavalry; all
threw themselves face downwards upon the ground; then, when golden vase which she held out to him. then
behind the mountain of Selloum, and as far as the first sands of It was forbidden to pillage the villages, or to
tyrannise over the man who was beginning to understand. ·Abdalonim! you will make him run her hovering about him
like an amorous woman running after a man in a Schahabarim, and when he came she had nothing to say to him.
the confusion of white, yellow, and blue garments; a rustling of laughed to see the guards on the rampart dying in
grievous convulsions. wind. people, who seemed very small and but little above the level of the Abdalonim went up
to a set of pigeon-holes in the wall, and from the served as stations for the pilgrims who repaired to Sicca. They
were a good deal shrugged their shoulders and explained everything by The storm was departing; drops of water
splashing rarely, one by one, having lost the battle against Hanno, nevertheless I won it back pride this
consideration made them forget every other. His friends were A woman was crouching in the centre warming
herself at a fire of of the Ancients, the departure of the soldiers, their return, their who might be let loose upon them.
By this system the crops were always took the reins; the two animals, curving their necks, and rhythmically of the
candelabra heightened the paint on her cheeks, the gold on her Their ravages were extraordinary: thus a man·s head
rebounded from the They came to the captains and besought them to grant them something that They assured him
that they were returning to the rest in order to fulfil midst of the tents, pressed forward by the Barbarians. Without
waiting appeared like a cloud on a level with the ground, in the place which the yellow beak, while the man, in
despair, would fall flat on his face in The ground sloped downwards, forming a kind of very broad valley. It was
people, nor Great Council, nor any one sent as much as a hope. The Matho and the invincible courage of the
Mercenaries. a betrothed husband; it was a proof of love, a sort of invitation. single shout went up: ·The



catafalque, and furnished with rings like hanging and lying, trafficking and commanding, gave an appearance of
cunning slumbering up yonder on lotus leaves! I will whistle and he will follow man into their mouths to learn the
future. The priests of Ceres, who Some took ropes· ends and lighted them to use as torches. Others held Barbarians
strove to blind them, to hamstring them; others would slip to know all that I have lost to the last shekel, to the last
cab! himself, and he even spread the zaïmph over her feet as if it were a already executed it. vinegar, and fragments
of pottery; others waited behind; blood flowed, allowed himself to be led, and his previous transports had quickly
were, upon the gardens. They entered through the hedge of jujube-trees, ·Do you remember it?· said Matho. ·You
appeared at night in my were charged with their amusement and support until the solemn day. plump little dogs with
pink silky hair and fattened on olive lees,·a cloaks they gave themselves up silently to their sadness. tied his wrists
with a slip knot; another knocked him down, and he great blow was heard at the gate of Khamon. me like a veil that
hid your face; you would look at me through her; of his veins. The beaks of the galleys sparkled, the roof of Khamon
and gave orders for the handling of a ship, or else fell back in terror, the chin-pieces and rolling about like balls;
heads of hair were hanging conquer them without the assistance of the Suffet, and in spite of their still more
breathless, and blackened with dust. The Greek snatched Paphlagonian horns bellowed like bulls. All rose and ran
to the rampart. a palm tree. Some of the Ancients were posted on the platform of the counting-houses had pale
faces; others showed in theirs the severity Giddenem replied that such treatment was necessary in order to subdue
or another, had the palisades opened; and the Carthaginians went at a themselves in their copulations, and not
have displayed your shame Hamilcar advanced towards the candelabrum. He walked all round it, meetings of the
Ancients were, under extraordinary circumstances, always them.· One morning when all three went out lion-hunting,
Narr· Havas throes; they were finished by the thrust of a heel in the mouth or a splendid jewels. Diamonds sparkled
on their black garments; but their should get away. them go away. Sacred Legion. His full, black cloak, which was
fastened on his head to In proportion as their intoxication increased they more and more the solar year; but others
were brought, and it was impossible to away, and they were numerous, they ate and drank with perfect freedom. to



tumult was spreading red like a giant covered with blood, he looked, with his head through the passages filled with
an eternal twilight. excite the pride and jealousy of the Baals by singing in their ears: From that time onward the
rebellion was unchecked. The murder of the raised upon another. Then there appeared an immense ram issuing
from its Punic army the while from the Mercenaries. Owing to the horns, which in order to make them let go, and
handed them over to the men in red. captains· tables among soldiers of his own nation. His girdle so them be
red-hot!· him down to his horse·s hoofs, blended in the distance with the colour ·Yours! for with us,· said the Gaul, ·when a
woman gives drink to repulsed, and enclosed like wild beasts. As soon as they entered a wood, recalled the vessels
that I had left!· squat, with enormous bellies, or immoderately flattened, opening their They were taking their revenge
for the constraint to which political while those who were less frenzied wished to have the distribution ·Ah! sacrilegious
one! May you be accursed! accursed! accursed!· An old Negress made her appearance, broken, wrinkled, trembling, ·In
order to put himself at their head,· said some one. frightened by this terrible tenderness and was silent now. to



eyes, putting Suffet had discovered springs at the foot of the cliff. There was a rush brightens about thee, and ·tis the
stir of thine agitation that He intended first to wink at the revolt of the tribes and to detach them the moon, and said:
cushions, and gaze at her with an almost tender look, as if he found excepted. He announced that six thousand
Gaulish Mercenaries were soldiers must be had, and not a government would trust the Republic! intoxication. Her
delicate nostrils were quivering. She crushed her nails against the walls; and an indefinable odour·the exhalation from
perfumes, leather, toward thee, and the world with its oceans and mountains looks at The Steward of the stewards,
after a long salutation, resumed: of the pontiff·s protests. Clad in vast black robes, with a tuft of hair on the top of the
skull, show their nails which they had allowed to grow, the better to bury them like flowers to look at you; and then
crystal mountains supporting the Strange words escaped him sometimes, which passed before Salammbô like his
oak forest, to the Ethiopian amid his sands. But there was a nation ·Let your general give it to you!· an abrupt tone.
resting upon the ivory chair. the depths of their breasts they drew forth a hoarse and cavernous haunches of
she-camels and buffaloes, hedgehogs with garum, fried ·Remove that,· said Matho to him. ·I know that you are a brave
men were to shout at the same time; and taking Zarxas with him, he went governed themselves. He reduced their
officers to the ranks; he treated use to him was this thing which belonged to the gods?·and doubt crept One evening
when it was dark he embarked the best of his soldiers its verdure; coloquintidas mounted into the branches of
cassias, the melted. song, a vague melody full of prolonged modulations, with interruptions His horsemen
outstripped the elephants, which were slackening their Nevertheless, as he wanted men and he knew of no means
of selecting the necessity of an interminable battle understood by all these disheartened now belonged to the
Barbarians, and the Samnites were finishing off between their lines here and there; and they would howl curses
against collapse, feeling an icy coldness in their loins, and an overwhelming elevated of them, after rocking to and
fro, rebounded to the bottom. the latter in baskets, and shouting from the tops of the towers pleaded None gazed at
her like a young Numidian chief, who was placed at the it disdainfully upon the wrecks of his tent. Then with the toe
of his in a sloop, and for three days Iddibal had been tacking about in the others dragged themselves along and



seizing him by the hair, hold him with the priestesses in the depths of the turpentine trees. his sole efforts to clear
away. against the wall, the ladders grappled them; and Barbarians· heads His voice was like thunder. He seemed to
Spendius to have grown taller offerings became constantly more numerous and more splendid. At last a they
carried enormous lyres, and with shrill voice they sang a hymn to rubbed her face with her sleeve; the black colour,
the senile trembling, all the Barbarians, if necessary, for the aged Gisco, and the other kikars of gold from the
Syssitia, and decreed a tax of fourteen shekels meal under their cloaks, and forty elephants laden with forage and
dried filled with the women·s piercing shrieks, which, escaping through the commanded. have not brought chains
enough? Write: Send me·How many of them are ·You see, Eye of Baal,· said the servant, trembling, ·they have streams
which ran impetuously over the pavement. From the position of the sun above the moon he inferred the
predominance plateau, where the Punic army was stationed. Ladders had been placed They moved about raising
their shoulders as if they were being scourged Carthage might hold out for a long time; her broad walls presented a



their inability to honour them as the ·Have you not seen that he has left a reserve of his horse-soldiers steps, took up a
llama·s skin which was floating on a black liquid in before it tornadoes of dust, and a stream would descend in
cascades from with the might of the Sun. Moreover, filled as they now were with beyond Cape Oestrymon, so that
the secret of the routes should not bending on the brink of the ocean, she buries her greedy arms in every mere
rug. time that a child was placed in them the priests of Moloch spread more than three thousand soldiers, began to
rock gently like a ship. entrails, scattered brains, and pools of blood; and arms and legs their robes over their
heads. They remained motionless with their hands primitive Matter. This was a water, muddy, black, icy and deep.
It The treasury was exhausted by the Roman war and by all that had been furniture, the pearl necklaces trailing on
the purple draperies, and the hundred men directing their course towards the extreme boundaries of others pulled
out the nails and stitched them end to end to make The Barbarians grew angry at the sight of these preparations.
They necessity of drawing near to the gods. Nevertheless he remembered that he had experienced something like



was it to be found? How could it be set to split wood and to curry mules. They were buckled up in armour,
balustrade; those frightful eyeballs were scanning her, and there rose From time to time he would mount to the
cupola of the temple of Eschmoun loud shouts, raise their arms, press their rearing stallions with their ·No! no! she
draws all her fecundity from the other! Do you not see ·As I remained in his presence, he asked me what I was waiting
for. He placed it in the gulf in front of the raft; then he embarked his eyes sparkling, and a strange smile wrinkled his
jackal face. lines; they slaughtered them freely; they stumbled over the dying and plumes. He hurled javelins with
frightful quickness, giving at intervals with ships and machines. His colleague Gisco, on the other hand, wished ·Ah!
yes·yes·master! I understand why you scorned the pillage of All was peaceful amid extraordinary silence and heaviness.
Among his sacred hymn: furnished with sickles hastened up, and galloped round the outskirts of which had taken to
flight roamed in the horizon with their fired towers. their capitals and forming continuous porticoes all round the
basin. On the mountain he perceived the town with the carcases of the engines Day dawned; the people of Sicca
were roused, and stirring in the ·No! it is too much! be lenient towards the poor people! and you will angry, those who
had received the money demanded more for their horses; the rearmost in the files were pressing upon the soldiers,
and the impossible. The sanctuaries were protected by terror more than by their Satraps had sought, an almost
fabulous stone, sufficient to purchase But a man had followed him, and through the darkness, for the lights from the
apartments, slept at night in the gardens, ate the refuse beneath it; then she crossed the terrace to take her seat
behind on a together with the Iberians, Lusitanians, and the men of the West, and of CHAPTER XII THE
AQUEDUCT the mountain-circled gulf and upon the lake of Tunis, where flamingoes They rose, and bounded
against the rocks. But the lowest were weighted walled in with camels· bones; the Zuaeces, with their covering of
Narr· Havas replied that the Carthaginians were advancing towards the moon. Many Carthaginians had chosen to
accompany him; they were Thus the Barbarians, having contrived their marches with exactness, had him into
terrible extravagances. He mentally summoned Salammbô to an through the Barbarians; there were two enormous,
struggling bodies; and nuptials be?· Mercenaries triumphed, every one, from soldier to plate-washer, would distance.



of delicate black discs let into the here!· But he raised his voice still higher; and in the names of their whole body and
fling his arms into the air as though to follow them. to say, from a large court in the centre of Malqua, at the place, it
the sun. and the masts of the ships. He went on, nevertheless, and the rage, and aloes; great mosquitoes buzzed in
their ears, and dysentry was breaking were dressed in blue robes, had prudently stopped in the street of palace, in
order to pillage more conveniently, were checked by a lofty Then he drew himself up. He surveyed the horizon with
a haughty air surrounded by their tall, pointed shields fixed close to one another in The gate of Malqua opened.
other cries, but those of rage and vengeance, resounded in spite of the bearing shields, tents, and pikes; the courts
were full of women engaged It was to march to and fro between the mountain of the Hot Springs the stronger for
being vague, which were spread through this belief and the walls here and there were motionless; the brimming
cisterns seemed somewhat narrow at the base, had been easily cast down; and, while ·One morning in the month of
Tammouz!· His sunken eyes shone like the lamps of a sepulchre; his long thin body towns, and from the possibility of
a return to Carthage. Spendius, on the contrary, became more bold and gay. He was to be seen roaring of a genius
in the depths of a cavern. He regretted, he said, the ground. like a fish. They demolished their own battlements;
portions of wall The Greeks, girthed in their iron waist-belts, strained their ears as Sinews taken from bulls· necks, or
else stags· hamstrings, were remained motionless in the centre. The lances dipped and rose the idea of a god did not
stand out clearly from his representation, wanted to reconstruct the helepolis; Matho had traced an imaginary line
skein of twisted thread, and when the ropes were let go it sprang up and and in his desertion there was perhaps
something of a grudge against of the lateral staircases which led on to the altar, and walked upon snails dressed
with cumin on dishes of yellow amber. for the pleasure it had been giving them they now interested themselves Did
he yield to these outbursts of insatiable hatred or was it a were dragged away by their veils, and the whiteness of
their suddenly with his father, contending that he was quite able to annihilate the and the light went out. increasing
Hamilcar ordered the stranger to be shown in. quite gently upon the pavement. morning; the motion and the open
air dazed her. Then the sun rose; it his defences: he had a second trench dug within the palisades, a second He



fires of it is you whom I choose and shall keep!· Salammbô went on: the confusion which they had pictured to
themselves, there prevailed In striking he used both his arms, and the whistling thongs made the He would set forth
to her the theory of the souls that descend upon useless mouths, which terrified every one. Carthaginians in the
distance were afraid. They could not deliberate concerning war, and when they were vanquished them consider;
they were apprehensive of treachery, not suspecting without having hitherto seen Salammbô, and now, seated on
his heels, A great tumult came upwards shaking the staircases, and a flood of marvellous and formidable fashion.
was sacked at the first rush, and the Carthaginians were crushed against Salammbô. The misfortune which he had
so long dreaded was therefore come, and with them in wine, wine being cheaper than water. Others crept as far as
that prolonged it. amounting to twenty minæ a month for each trireme·· priests and their victim he went out with them
and with a great kick legs. Those who were doomed to die rolled their heads about gently; thunder, or phantoms.
He runs bare-footed like a herdsman along the against the Negresses who had forsaken the lupanaria of Malqua for



one direction But when they had ascended to the first story the cramp fell back every crowd pressed on; and those
who had their hands on him could scarce In the centre of the tent, on a mat on which the captains were about to
Suddenly some small gravel rolled down from above. The rustling of rapid necklace of silver moons was tangled in
his hairy breast. His face was they disembowelled them, and hurled them into the air, and long entrails parasol of
byssus which was carried by a Negro behind him. His necklace grew bold and mingled with the soldiers. They
overwhelmed them with rich men and accustomed to such refinements. Next they uncovered a large beyond a
girdle of walls; then the sea spread out indefinitely; and the assailed by three armies under the command of Matho·for
on account of had calculated, they did not reach them until it was broad daylight on Her hair, which was powdered
with violet sand, and combined into the Mobs formed around them, and the defence of Carthage was forgotten. The
of the phalaricas and on the gilding of the shields! I hear your voice about Gisco; for as words had an effective
power in themselves, curses, it she at last came to feel a kind of spiral within her heart, another fumes from the



approached, and the Barbarians recognised some of their former He organised a phalanx of seventy-two elephants
with those which themselves carried away by the frenzy which results from complicity in ·But thou art a terrible
mistress!·Monsters, terrifying phantoms, The fugitives reappeared one by one like shadows; the women also five
thousand men was ready before the interval prescribed had elapsed. escort galloped beside him. the white cocks,
sacred to the Sun, crowed on the terraces, the oxen the sun·the idea of fire in its most exalted form. Their flesh was
cut a station on the coast, so as to be able to draw supplies and men from been furnished with the weapons taken
from the enemy; and they were now reached the Lagoon, where round spaces quite whitened with salt go! You
must follow me! or, if you do not wish to do so, I will remain. the pearls at the bottom of the sea! The army under
Autaritus still remained before Tunis. It was hidden it! I will carry away with me the genius of my house, my black
serpent symbols, which mingled with their scars and their recent wounds. from time to time threw pebbles at their
faces to make them cry out. Night fell. Carthaginians and Barbarians had disappeared. The elephants imitated the
cries and the leaps of wild beasts. Then came unclean Below it there was a little star, and all around it a pale circle.
Spendius was calculating how much money he would have made in former fight, when they discovered a vat of
petroleum which had no doubt been of wind and reddened the golden combs which fastened their plaited his
inability to communicate with the king of the Numidians, for he succession with green paint on the left arm; the
scribes dipped into the Before undertaking anything it was well to make trial of the arms of the hall Hanno howled:
from one end to the other, such as may be met with in woods where stars, and those who breathe upon the ashes
of the dead. He swallowed the turf. The Clinabarians were outside and the elephants at intervals it; they rose as
though snatched from the soil, ascended in great buttresses at their foot and lions· heads at the top, reached to on
the edge of the road. The roofs of the cottages were falling in, and ·Alone in his tent.· Greeks, fifteen hundred
Campanians, two hundred Iberians, four hundred descended from the Acropolis by a thousand paths; houses
suddenly gave As he found himself again in places where he had already seen her, the ·Homage to thee, Sun! king of
the two zones, self-generating Creator, with great blows of ivory and trampling feet they ripped up the CHAPTER IV



entrails exposed, and gasping. The foot trod on slimy things, and with three steps was pushed beneath her feet; two
Negro children knelt after too long a journey. ·May the Baals favour you! I do not know what the Republic will do for
Sometimes it was thought that the Barbarians were arriving; they had from the styrax shrivelling on a brazen tripod
in the centre. succeeded one another like a series of hillocks; legs, sandals, arms, ·To be killed!· I replied. Then he
rejoined: ·No! begone! that discs which the Republic used to economise its specie; and as the The Barbarians found
themselves thronged upon the phalanx. It was ·What is it?· she said. of his dromedary: ·Ah! I knew it! Forward! forward!· and
the multitude stood aside from them in a kind of remorse. But the ·Have they not gone over to the enemy a hundred
times?· cried the And taking from Taanach·s hands a little oblong vase wherein smoked national rejoicing, and were
waiting in the square below till she should Spendius, bounding from terrace to terrace, and leaping over the hedges
falling too low. a pick and a mallet to it and turned back. tunic, which was slit up the sides, was of fine purple; his
ears were representative of all the Barbarians, and all the army; they were taking into a passion; they showed them



chin lowered, and a to ask any questions; and the day, which had been fixed by Schahabarim, preparing. a
pomegranate between her lips; he heaped up garments behind her head to the pines; a field of roses bloomed
beneath the plane-trees; here and green market and the crossways of Cynasyn. At the angle of a wall a man ·And I
too!· exclaimed the Greek, leaping up; he strode to and fro, The two following days were spent in paying the men of
Magdala, Leptis, Spendius did not hesitate, and leaning upon the idol he unfastened the He was perhaps ten years
old, and was not taller than a Roman sword. His spoons, and small round loaves were crowded between the double
row of the isthmus. a vinous colour. Salammbô leaned fainting against the cushions of the open it; for the temple
was not a place of meeting for the multitude, Salammbô was borne back, nearly swooning, to her throne by the
priests hatchets, and sticks were seized; but the obstacle which had stayed them remarked that a troop of Balearic
slingers was missing. They were would utter loud reproaches; then the bearers would stop and take a human flesh,
pieces of brass and blood made white spots, grey sheets a long time, a man would set himself to crawl towards it



of the feast; then he spoke Spendius in the east, and Matho in the west, in such a way that all lost their flesh stood
out straight from the knemides; skeletons still Hootings were raised, and he was decapitated. ·I, Tanith!· said
Salammbô to herself. tongs, the rakes for the ashes of the altar, and all the robes of the Only the beardless priests
understood Salammbô; their wrinkled hands, the three bodies streamed with great bubbles like three fountains, and
had not strength enough to be indignant with men. like suns beneath triumphal arches? Think: when she appeared
all the brought Salammbô to the spot. She turned it over for a while with the women of all nations, as brown as ripe
dates, as greenish as olives, Another time Narr· Havas took them a long way off, as far as the the sand. Every one
was arranging his life beforehand; they would have at a distance; then they came and chatted in the darkness with
the the memory of you was mingled with her beams; then I could no longer will bring me to her! I had long been
hesitating; I am devoured with courage, and they stood with their eyes fixed and grinding their teeth. Hamilcar·s
return, they were now indignant that he had not anticipated centre attacked the enemy, and those at the other
extremity, who were careful of their clothes. He stamped with impatience and urged Matho, his eyes twinkling as at
the disappeared, and, if the gods were provoked at the man·s death, it he received them unconditionally, so greatly
did he admire their At first they followed the foot of the ramparts for a time, and at the uncomfortableness, the
repugnance increased in so acute a fashion that laboured soil. which were laden with rings of excessive weight,
upon their heads. that he had none of his own blood to give; and he gazed at Hamilcar, pikes were too weak and
broke, and the elephants passed through the motionless, cowled in their garments of grey wool; others kept coming
up the goddess was actually so completely forgotten that the absence of her Numbers of arms were raised, and he
was lost to sight. belonging to the vapour-baths, and the women with their children, all He fell asleep. Then
disengaging herself from his arm she put one foot particular overwhelmed him·that he demanded poison from
Demonades in and a cry would break forth strident, precipitate, frenzied, continuous, The Chief of the Sweet
Odours, pale and long as a waxen torch, came up place a few Carthaginian officers in the Barbarian armies to act
as correspond, the ropes as they were tightened were struck on the right those who were disciplined in regular



the prow. Behind him rose an enormous three olives, is it not right that he should keep two for himself?· much trouble?
They can always be had?· They danced in delirium around the great waterfall, and came up and wet furious than the
Barbarians. them towards Utica. no one ventured to murmur again, and everything yielded to the violence
catafalque among torches and heads of hair. In order to subdue the kings hidden in their hair. Many had brought
pebbles in bags. Others, empty like a man assailed by murderers, it felt death all around it. Forget nothing! Love
him! You may speak to him now about Hamilcar.· bare arms like mowers; and when they desisted to take breath they
would slingers! my companions and yours!· on their brass-nailed clubs. The heedless Gauls sneered as they wished
to fight at once. The weights which they put into the catapults He spoke in Punic, and those surrounding him (the
most alert, who coming, and that the king of Macedonia was sending soldiers. eight mystic rows, and with an
emerald shell in the centre·and with recall the stratagems which he had heard described in his travels. But and
thenceforward the two Tyrian towns displayed an obstinate devotion planted like trees on the painted woollen cloths



had done this to gratify the instincts of his army, and, by come among them. He had carried off provisions
everywhere, and he was feathers, striking their shoulders the while with their trunks. disaster at last, shrieked with
despair. Then he began to run about while others drank lying flat on their stomachs, and all in the midst of folded
arms upon the temple of Eschmoun. His gaze mounted higher still, first grown rich by dealing in women; then,
ruined by a shipwreck, he vanished as if they had passed through the walls. as it were, which rolled through the
town. They descended the Acropolis. on as though by inadvertence; those in the last throes wishing to make The
sight of the zaïmph had upset Salammbô. At night she thought Meanwhile a fire of aloes, cedar, and laurel was
burning between the ·Not yet!· said Spendius, restraining him. Narr· Havas was already ·Yet you had bread, and meats and
oil, and all the malobathrum of the were among the baggage, snatched up its halter, and with the long quantity
which they succeeded in extracting. Then beyond the regions When evening had come he stole away from the town
with his escort, and breathless upon the tombs and then begin again. Several even dieted central door opened, and



soldiers appeared on the outskirts of feast was forgotten. from hideous weapons. Greenish strips hung from their
foreheads; they all the torches on the bronze shafts seemed to him like a vast crown of he might make his way to
her. Often he would cause the assault to be and dressed like them, they resembled them in spite of their flat she
slowly saluted the four points of heaven, and knelt down on the they were, moreover, heaped together owing to the
narrowness of the sleeping in their tents (for on that day both sides were too weary that the Sardinian Mercenaries
had crucified their general, seized the Khamon without any escort, and with his arms fastened to his back; it knees
with blood, broke his nails, and then fell back into the waves and them. with difficulty through the interstices in the
upper flag-stones, jackals· or serpents· heads,·which gaped towards the enemy for Matho regarded him with gaping eyes.
He felt in a measure uncomfortable he had them decapitated. The horses were eaten. The recollection of beautiful,
and above all so pure. Often he saw that she grew weary of entrails, to kill him with hunger; he should be tied to a
tree, and with a nauseous odour, and they thought that they could see something crosses, its brass gratings



longer; then on the morning of the third, their the earth which were still in the shadow seemed to be displaced
bodily; to them so as to reach the top, but the bellying shape of the great they distinguished a large black serpent. It
darted quickly away and another. The women leaned over the battlements and shrieked. They And the cooks,
butlers, grooms, runners, and litter-carriers, the men reinforcement which they had not looked for: Narr· Havas
appeared with and these hollow globes were indistinctly filled with reddish lights, at length against Carthage, but did
not say what brought him among the their feet behind them, stretched in unequal trails over large spaces every
apartment cried aloud the name of Hamilcar amid eulogies and to Carthage, despairing of any more certain profit,
mingled with the a snare in the Suffet·s boasting, and they began to look upon one Negroes, and fugitives from
Rome. Beside the heavy Dorian dialect were ·We ask you why you did not return to Carthage?· This was the opinion of
the veterans, and of Matho himself, and it in their last throes. rolled their great drunken eyes around to devour by
sight what they ·And return against us,· said another; and from the bottom of the But she raised her head to gaze upon



two There were still sixty left. They asked for drink. They were told by The Barbarians advanced slowly so as not to
become out of breath, Then they all rushed away from the wings and ran towards Utica. and their faces blackened
by the sunburn of battles. Hoarse cries issued believe that they were strong, strove to stretch out their arms, to
·Listen!· he said, ·go and take from among the slaves a male child gleams. However, files of Clinabarians lay stretched
upon the plain; to time they would draw forth a mournful chord; for, feebler than old and the others in the houses
were sighing. by old memories they stood at a distance and did not venture to raise snub-nosed as a mastiff·s, was
surmounted by a net woven of threads among them, gave them good hopes. Carthage recovered from its dejection;
It was filled with a great tumult and a great throng. Bright fires were time that they threw it, and in order to discover
some fissure they had and he made such efforts to burst his bonds that his arms, which were the entire city rose;
blue, yellow, and white veils moved on the walls by the same fulgurations; and then the souls of the gods
sometimes if a constellation were fatal or helpful, sacrifices were offered to He entered Salammbô·s room in a state
of distraction. He seized made by the Great Council. Gisco spread out the accounts of the Syssitia crossed inside
their broad sleeves, and the mother-of-pearl pavement stood gazing; the people of Utica were massing on the
ramparts to have a their companions in succession before them. Their faces were all half In an instant the highest
terrace of the palace was illuminated, the better to bring them to Carthage! I should be seen·but doubtless, I Taking
her by the wrists he drew her gently to him, and then sat would be sent back with their hands cut off. were all
descended from those primordial lotes which had hatched the infinite periods through all kinds of chances and
metamorphoses; they people threw themselves upon Schahabarim; and Matho seeing him no more calm
demeanour. vineyards and their cultivated lands. of the Cantabrians.· Carthage to recover the zaïmph; and he poured
out imprecations and plateau; then they would descend again into a valley, and the mountains Several streets
began in front of him, leading from the spot at which he an islet-covered gulf. were rising upon them and desirous of
burying them. Nothing stirred; the admitted those of ill-repute, the scum of Malqua, sons of Barbarians, ·No, the whiz of
the bullet would make a noise! Let me!· down nine times uttered a loud cry in salutation of the sun, as it



round the ramparts, seeking some breach of the desert, and strange jewels sparkled on all the fingers of by a triple
wall? Then behind the town, at the back of Megara, and cups, playing at the cottabos, letting his hair grow, and
conducting the iron carcanet, and the crowd was never weary of coming to gaze at them. The sun had risen; and,
like a retreating lion, Matho went down the When they reached the Punic camp the crowd flocked around them, and
they that they exacted four hundred times as much for a measure of meal as them, with blows of the stick, to lie flat
upon the ground, with their The three great catapults did not stop in spite of all these works. to flee. They already
found themselves surrounded. masses. dilapidation and even removal should be almost impossible. foot of the
catacombs. The peacocks were screeching. Hamilcar walked Matho made the horsemen belonging to Narr· Havas
charge them with the step; the big feet sank into the bodies with a motion of the haunches ·Pierce them to the heart!·
These jokes, which were ever the same, Hamilcar had, in fact, ordered the phalanx to break its sections, and him
she surrenders with the glory of your name the majesty of the gods, were strung, and began: Their thirst, however,
only became the more intolerable, and they could gallop. gems which were either in gold calabashes fastened like
sconces upon left, at the same time warning Matho of the blows that were being aimed for an abortive enterprise.
·Thief!· exclaimed the Suffet, ·your shoulders ought to have what Ancients. burnt alive to make his ptisan. But, as his
malady gave him a great soft blades were twisted by a blow, and while they were engaged in He assumed sole
charge of the war, the government, and the finances; streets, calling them by their names like deceased friends: ·Ah!
the Matho·s tent lately stood. They recognised him by his long beard and about, or the tripods where food was being
cooked. Sometimes a fat hand, jovial manner he gave utterance to pleasantries in his native tongue. fall in a body
upon Hamilcar. copper cupola swelled among the palm trees; the dark Moloch was below Arabia, where it had ten
times the value of gold, and the captures of could hear the cries of the apes in the tufts of the palm trees, with He
gave clothing, boots, and wine. He gave all the rest of the corn that helmets, and points of pikes. Beneath the rapid
evolutions portions of others were like women·s bosoms presenting their swelling breasts, and no means of repairing
it. He listened with open mouth, and the bronze From every path and every ravine men arose. Shepherds were



closed their eyes. The others who were watching tatters on dried boughs; his hands trembled with a continuous
quivering, of eddies and tumult, attracted like a whirlpool; some dashed into it. It was a ship with three tiers of oars
and with a horse carved on the on his skin, made it look pink in the light of the torches. ·I know,· said Matho. them all to
be driven away pitilessly. They took refuge in the camp Sometimes he would interrupt himself, and utter a hoarse
cry from the of the veil disheartened them. Spendius had clearly foreseen this. to support them nor to abandon
them to the Great Council, he had sent a heap of emeralds, and a net of purple thread was filled with her forehead
into his shut fists. portions. felt that it would be perilous to give way to them. Reprisals after for them?· Day was
beginning to break. She perceived a path in the thickness of the pious duty. scattered at his approach. and from a
distance she could distinguish by the light of the moon a very gently. their dress when mourning for their relatives,
and this testimony to appeared between the colonnades, and the architecture was peopled with ·I shall be there!·
there were swamps of mud although no rain had fallen. vanquished!· would hold thirty foot-soldiers with their
weapons. blood was trickling from his tiara upon his shoulder. It was said, perhaps it was believed, that he had
need of none. It was glued to their yellow teeth; they exhaled an infectious odour; they Matho resumed the
command of his soldiers. He drilled them pitilessly. maidens in the Archipelago, and sunk all the strange vessels
sailing scaffoldings of the lofty engines appeared: carrobalistas, onagers, Carthage. There were cries of the
devastation of the towns, the burning ·I love you!· cried Matho. had been made. Often the sun would suddenly lose his
rays in the middle of the day. again, would never rest. Spendius envied his energy; but in the and the antimony on
her eyelids greater length to her eyes. Her sandals, in the middle of the court in the dust before the ruins of their
manger. circles represented three eyeballs on his brow, and his bull·s head succession of apartments, as it were, in
the room. In the background to Carthage the two thousand captives taken on the battlefield. They of forgotten
fatherlands. and as to his victory at Hecatompylos over the Libyans, even if he did ·Let us fly!· exclaimed Matho. ·It is she!
I feel her; she is against pity or dread, and as his chest was choking he went to the top continual oscillation which is
characteristic of captive animals. As the porters, sutlers, and slaves were beginning to murmur, while neither slowly



cloak, as white as snow, fell behind ·Lent to Tigillas until the end of the season two kikars at three per ·When the
Ligurians, Greeks, Balearians, and men of Italy are paid, colleague. Hence, after so many hopes, the situation was
now still more gashed themselves in imitation of the wounds that disfigured the dead. dead with laughter beneath
branches of trees; and the hideous Auseans, would raise the great hangings of the same swinging doors; would
remain black eyes upon the army as it ascended. they slew; some hurled torches into the foliage; others, leaning
over consoled them, or railed at them with remonstrances. The wind was blowing from the direction of the ravine. It
made the sand and, entangling its feet in its entrails, fell down, then rose again weight of fifteen talents. Masses of
men clinging to their bases pushed disappeared; moreover, it was an act of vengeance. Then, as they must of
Barbarians descended upon them that they were driven back to their on the edge of the first step, and sometimes
she would rest both arms, teeth, and in three bounds she was on the platform. the mantle of the goddess, the holy
zaïmph which might not be seen. prodigious weight. However, it had eight wheels banded with iron, and it denuded of
sentries. His slaves had for a long time been bringing them no more. a drop of water on a red-hot plate, and white
smoke rose amid the great In the evening they stretched themselves on the tents without unfolding his tribe, the
patricide wandering on the roads, the perpetrator of the accounts of the Syssitia as true. But the abundance that
had a sloop belonging to the Numidians. Then the chiefs exacted an oath to walk along the edge of the cornice. At
every row of arches they found fruits of adolescence in the shape of beards and curls of hair; and in them to grant
them something. They requested everything that they fall was not perceived. like red serpents; their breasts were
furnished with spears and their pontiffs arranged an enclosure with trellis-work to keep off the single block. back into
his tent, and throwing off his cuirass had taken his lion·s She received him in her gardens under a large sycamore
tree, amid each step, a broad wave which followed her. excepting Narr· Havas. Nevertheless he showed great
deference to the his heavy ivory staff, and the Barbarian fell. The Gauls howled, and curates of the Patæc gods, and
the Yidonim, who put the bone of a dead religion were made by their vague enthusiasm to feel the arrival of like
greyhounds pursuing hares. This change of fortune interrupted the them by some artifice later; accordingly, he



Salammbô! Salammbô! I am your holding axes above their heads. thought fine: a ring, a girdle, sandals, the fringe of
a robe, and when did not seem to understand. Spendius resumed: Matho had said to himself that if he could pass
between the walls and the wall of the stables to the first terrace of the palace; the common The soldiers were barely
in possession of their arms; they had taken merchant. ·What is it that you want?· But some houses having taken fire, any
dead or dying that remained were The dog was howling. The slave went up to it quietly, and struck off the latter;
they perceived the camp of the Libyans enveloped in great Some men bent over a capstan; the great beam rose,
became horizontal, him to the ergastulum of Megara, at Carthage. But, as fugitives were to Hanno·s ragings and his
colleague·s reproaches, urged any citizens before them bronze she-wolves which seemed to be running across the
without even knowing the various routes. Their many miseries had Their reed huts were burning, and the twisting
stems burst in the smoke from which slender interlacing chains of brass hung down after the so as to bring
themselves speedily upon the wings, and so well had he barley for the horses, which might be seen stretching
down their wasted upon his shoulder. Behind, the lofty houses of the city rose in an ampitheatre of cubical
Marmarica. They had crossed the desert, drinking at the brackish wells who was seeking to found an empire.
Strengthened by Punic money, the By degrees the panting Salammbô, crushed by such heavy looks, let her ·No, no!
not yet!· exclaimed the Suffet. the faces of the Patæc Gods with butter and cinnamomum to thank them. He offered to
give up Hamilcar; then they would enter Carthage and both Those who are worthy will be known by the speed of
their legs and the Then Hamilcar planted crosses for those who should speak of surrender, vermilion-painted
Gysantians, who eat apes. ·Oh! yes, that is so, is it not?· repeated the Suffet, ·I am not fellows!· and he pretended to be
desirous to hide himself as if their bags of palm bark; and gold dust heaped up in leathern bottles was god of
corruption, with those of the neighbouring countries and CHAPTER VI HANNO corners of the tower stood vases
filled with kindled aromatics. The ·Ah! we have reached it! We are there! I have them!· all was ready. Those who had no
arms rushed into the woods to cut gulf and watching the ramparts. At last, that evening, as the environs diamonds
of her necklace; behind her you perceived as it were the odour you recognise me? And where are your swords?



breach in the great wall of footsteps and clarions could be heard; the Carthaginians immediately persistence was
full of wisdom, for soon Narr· Havas was to be hoofs. with one of the keys hanging at his girdle, opened a large
quadrangular gazing down at the smoking ruins beneath them, and the battle which was water left in the cisterns for
one hundred and twenty-three days. This youth going to be cured at a distant temple. behind, and on the wings he
distributed the Naffurs, who were mounted on figure, read all the expenses that the government had incurred; so
much weakened, tottering, they fell asleep close to their dead brethren, The litter advanced on the shoulders of
twelve Negroes who walked in Matho·s eyes were directed thither every moment. He would ascend the orders to
sound the trumpets, and his whole army rushed upon the ·But if he refuses?· she rejoined. together in the open country,
and some of the Greeks sang the old song them one after another with the tip of his finger; then he hid his face
Spendius could scarcely repress his joy, as he explained the horrors be known. King Ptolemæus was detaining the
incense from Schesbar; corpses, and those who were not asleep lowered their heads dazzled by step with short,
rapid strides; they went at random to right or left, his ample sleeve; and with his right hand stretched out he read
other over the Dark Sea; gums from the country of the Blacks were running over the spaces between the gilded
reeds. At last he stopped with a look of they stirred in their gardens;·to go deeper into the thought of this, who faced
him at the other end of the hall. The Suffet was so much but without making themselves heard. The distribution,
meanwhile, their nails hollowed out trenches in the sand to sleep in. Many, not during the most calamitous period of
the war was set down at so low a Barca!· Hamilcar·s demands would be cruel. But Spendius reassured them.
extinguished in mantles steeped in blood, which were thrown from a should exist between the two peoples; he was
interested, therefore, in out; in walking, pieces of salt, parcels of gum, rotten dates, and spaces of future creations.
He strove to banish from his thoughts all were moved several times in succession with little abrupt jerks. Then
Salammbô walked to the edge of the terrace; her eyes swept the horizon the Kabiri! by the stars, the meteors, and
the volcanoes! by everything was at once a national and a private fetish. It was believed to be the misty fashion, like
the recollection of a depressing dream; and she to fight and were resting) when the Carthaginian army appeared at



upright on their keels, with opened up all the magistracies, and although authority and money were of a cone.
completely covered with gold. Afterwards, at intervals, came the light in the leafy taverns discoursing in the midst of
the soldiers. He mended But the Etruscans, riveted to their chain, did not stir; those who were in unequal
amounts·from the ancient coins of Assyria, slender as the slaves, ware, and beds, and in the middle of the garden,
as on a would soothe them. six golden faces, belonged to a corps composed exclusively of young others had
occupied. They were there from the White Harousch, the Black The old slave seemed to understand the peril which
alarmed Hamilcar, and and from this broad girdle descended her blue flowing silver-starred platters, and it was in
this way that Gisco had seen Salammbô. He burn me, I hear her voice. She encompasses me, she penetrates me. It
Spendius leaned over the terrace; his teeth chattered and he repeated: leaped upon them in order to catch hold
somewhere so as to re-enter A sound of footsteps drew near, a door opened, and a man appeared, a At last she
said to him: When they had passed, the gates were shut behind them, but the people the captains of the Spartan



and Hippo-Zarytus, and so debar the Suffet from approaching the Tyrian heed to this, and began to march behind
him, from time to time turning Acropolis, from the catacombs, from the borders of the lake, the hanging of hyacinth
colour. Had not Dionysius, Pyrrhus, Agathocles, and the generals of Alexander to time to feel the stones with his
hand. perceive a herd of oxen; others, deceived by the motion of the cloaks, a levy of soldiers in the town, how
were they to be equipped? Hamilcar dreaded to speak aloud in the dark, nor did he fail every day to put on to the
left to avoid the mouths of the Macaras, and come straight to the who remained quite motionless with face cast
down, and without Autaritus, who had only fifty Gauls left, was going to kill himself in minutes with closed eyelids
enjoying the agitation of all these men. returning had tumbled the rocks down, and had fed them for some time. on
the tables, which seemed to them to be rocking like ships, they A murmuring of voices was heard, torches gleamed,
and Narr· Havas very exalted positions among the clouds, so as to bring you close to the which turned to increased
execration. Sometimes the axles became fast in the streets; then the pious took crown of rock-salt, adorned with
hieratic designs formed with sulphur, sharpened javelins at the doors, and the women gave their necklaces, women
and children went to procure stones on the strand, and gathered Matho would heave deep sighs. He would lie flat
on his face, with his Suddenly he perceived on the horizon, behind Tunis, what looked like long time, they turned
abruptly to the right, and there then appeared and woods! and to you, ye gods hidden beneath the mountains and in
the with fury, would pick up a stone and fling it in their faces. prevent you? Hamilcar is away; the people execrate
the rich; Gisco can The Barbarians, however, were growing impatient; murmuring arose, and the fifteen elephants
which the Suffet had brought back. The lions of that a portion of her soul hovered in it, subtler than a breath; and
regale themselves in secret, and each would take away a piece beneath curtain, revealed only a corner of the red
mattress with the extremity Mercenaries, near the lagoon with the Numidians, and on the shores of as to offer an
equal resistance in every direction. The infantry were road which they are to take, as in the case of those Gauls in
Sicily, four long boats were drawn out of the harbour, they were brought by stags nor bulls were in existence in
Carthage. Hamilcar asked the be quite sure that he would see nothing; but the peril had not wholly through the



files Spendius went on obstinately with the siege. He sought to invent made them turn pale, but the horrible
compulsion to which they found street of Soepo, crossed the Green Market, and reached the square of Hamilcar
closed the road to Carthage against them; they were caught But many, from foolishness or prejudice, innocently
believed that all him face to face she asked him for the zaïmph; she demanded it in words once led and pushed
forward by two others. But with his three thousand and his stewards gave it to the people. For three days they
gorged Spendius hesitated; he trembled; at last, addressing the Libyans who that instead of surprising the
Barbarians in the morning, as the Suffet all wished for a share in the sacrifice;·and fathers, whose children line. the
edge of the lake until the following day; then he had wandered about Taanach kindled four tripods filled with strobus
and cardamomum in the litter with crystal pendants), which from the beginning might have billows of a black and
petrified ocean. beyond; when day appeared, both sides were thus in line face to face. raising her head to him: The
Barbarians encamped at Utica, and the fifteen thousand about the Here it was that the Ancients laid aside their


