82

THE NEXT 100 YEARS

AFRICA

Orroman Empire

the American invasion of Iraq in 2003 and consi

der which cou
. : ntry must be
. Lo .
aken seriously in the fegton, It seemns obvious that it must be Turkey, an ally
L)

MEXICO

Ifanyone had said in 1950 thar the world’s great economic powerhouses 2
half century fater would be Japan and Germany, ranked second and third
nrm._.. person would have been ridiculed, [f You argued in 1970 thar b woom
China would be the world’s fourth-largest economic power, the _mﬂ h
would have been even more intense. Bur it would haye vmmw: no ?m;_““.
than arguing in 1800 thar the United States by 1900 would be a world
muoémw.. u.,r_.:mm change, and the unexpected should be expected.

It is important to note, therefore, thar in 2007 Mexico had the world’s

mmnmmamrlhmﬁmmmﬁ economy, juse a bit behind Australia, Mexico ranked much

lower § ira i i
f1 per capira income, of course, placing sixtieth, with a per capira in-
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come of roughly $12,000 a year as measured by the International Monetary
Fund, ranking with Turkey and way ahead of China, undoubtedly a major
POWErL.

Per capira income is important. Bur the total size of the economy is even
more important for international power. Poverty is a problem, bur the size of
the economy determines whar percentage of your resources you can devote
to military and related matters. The Sovier Union and China both had low
per capita incomes. Yer the sheer sizes of their economies made them great
powers. In fact, a substantial economy plus a large population have histori-
cally made a nation something to be reckoned with, regardless of poverty.

Mexico’s population was about 27 million in 1950. It surged ro abour
100 million over the next fifty years and to 107 million by 2005. The UN
forecase for 2050 is between 114 million and 139 million people, with 114
million being more probable. Having increased about fourfold in the last
fifty years, Mexico’s population will be basically stable in the next fifty. Bur
Mexico will not lose population (like the advanced industrial countries will
in the future), and Mexico has the workforce it needs 1o expand. This gives
it an advanrtage. So, in terms of population or size, Mexico is not a small
country. Certainly it is an unstable country, torn by drugs and cartels, but
China was in chaos in 1970. Chaos can be overcome,

There are plenty of other countries like Mexico that we would nor label
as significant geopolitical fault lines. But Mexico is fundamentally differenc
from any of these, like Brazil or India. Mexico is in North America, which,
as we have discovered, is now the center of gravity of the international sys-
tem. Iralso fronts both the Adantic and Pacific oceans and shares a long and
tense border with the United States. Mexico has already foughe 2 major war
with the United States for domination of North America, and lost. Mexico's
society and economy are intricately bound together with those of the
United States. Mexico’s strategic location and its increasing imporrance as a
nation make it a potencial faulr line.

To undersrand the nature of the fault line, let me briefly rouch on the
concept of borderland. Berween two neighboring countries, there is fre-
quently an area that has, over time, passed back and forth berween them. It
is an area of mixed nationalities and cultures. For example, Alsace-Lorraine

lies between France and Germany. It has 2 unique mixed culture and indi-




