8o THE NEXT 100 YEARS

Because of its interests in the Persian Gulf and Iraq, Iranian goals run
counter to those of the United States. Thar means Iran must diverr resources

prematurely. Awempting to become 5 major regional power while the world’s

Sreatest power is focused on your every move is, 1o say the least, difficulr.
There is also the question of geography. Tran is on the margins of the re-

gion. Afghanistan is to the east, and there is little ro be gained there. In any

morass and a focal point for Arab and American countermeasures. j; is nor
€asy 10 increase Iranjan regional power. Any move will cost more than ir is
worth,

Egypt is the largest country in the Arab world and has been its tradi-
tional leader. Under Gamal Abdel Nasser, it made 2 major play to become
the leader of the Arab world. The Arab world, however, was deeply frag-
mented, and Egypt managed to antagonize key players like Saud; Arabia,
After the Camp David accords with Israel in 1978, Egypt stopped trying to
expand its power. It had failed anyway. Given its economy, and its relative
isolation and insularity, it is hard 1o sce Egypt becoming a regional power
within any meaningful time frame, It is more likely to fall jnro someone
else’s sphere of influence, whether Turkish, American, or Russian, which has
been its fate for several centuries.

Turkey is a very different case. It is not only a major modern economy,
and perhaps the only modern economy in the entire Muslim world, Most
imporrant, ir is strategically located berween Europe, the Middle East, and
Russia,

Turkey is not isolated and tied down; it has multiple directions in which
it can move. And, most important, it does not fepresent a challenge to Amer-
ican interests and is therefore not constantly confronted wich an American
threat. This means it does not have to devore resources to blocking the
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United States. With its economy surging, it will likely soon reemerge in irs
old role, as the dominant force in the region.

It must be remembered thar until World War I, Turkey was the sear of
a major empire (see map, page 82). Shorn of its empire, Turkey became a
secular state governing a Muslim population. It was, until 1918, the most
powerful Muslim country in the world, And, at its heighr in the fourteench
to sixteenth centuries, the Turkish empire was far reaching and extremely
powerful,

By the sixteenth century, Turkey was the dominant Mediterrancan
power, conuolling not only North Africa and the Levant but also southeast-
ern Europe, the Caucasus, and the Arabian Peninsula,

Turkey is an internally complex sociery, with a secular regime wnoﬂmnn.mm
by a military charged constitutionally wich char role and a growing Islamist
movement. It is far from certain what sort of internal government it mighe
end up having. But when we look ar the wreckage of the Islamic world after




