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of the labor force in 2002.
But that’s only part of the story. The share of these groups in the labor fd' '
has been increasing for over a century—from 1.4% in 1890, to 13.9% in 1948, t

19.7% in 2002 (See Table 1.

TABLE l SOCIAL CONTROL LABOR AS PERCENTAGE OF THE LABOR FORCE
IN THE UNITED STATES, 1890-2002

1890 | 1929 | 1948 | 1966 | 1979 | 1989 | 2002

Supervisors 08 | 1allleg |l og }2alz it
Guards (public |_ 5 | 4, [ 08 | 0o | 17 | 18] 22
and private) T /

Military 03 [ os |l aBiiakiini s F sl e
Total 14 | 29 | 139 | 162 [ 164 | 181 | 197
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TABLE 2: SUPERVISORS AS A
PERCENTAGE OF THE LABOR FORCE,

Also quite important, the share of

the workforce cngagcd in S()Cial con- SELECTED COUNTRIES, 2002
trol is larger in the United States than

other countries, based on comparable faly 2.9
data for 2000. That year the U.S. figure Sweden 4.4
for supervisory labor, the largest com- Spain 6.7
ponent of the total, was 14.7%. (This Austria 6.8

figure is lightly different from that in

i Denmark 6.9

Table 1 because the former is based
X Canada 8.5

on U.S. data sources, while the latter
is from an international data source.) Belgium 103
For Sweden, the figure was 4.2%; for Netherlands 11.6
Spain, 6.7%; for Canada, 8.5%; and for United Kingdom 13.4
the United Kingdom, a close second at United States 14.7

13.4%. (See Table 2.)

Wy the differences? It's hard to be sure. Bur there is a suggestive correlation
across countries between the share of “protectiveiﬁcrvice,s" in the labor force and
the degree of inequality. (See Figure 1.) (“Protective services” is a Bureau of Labor
Statistics category, including police and private guards, but also including other
groups such as firefighters that are not involved in social control; those other groups
are excluded in Figure 1.) Right at the top in both the share of labor in protective
services and inequality is the United States. But the relation is clear among the
whole group of countries included in the diagram.

FIGURE 1: PROTECTIVE SERVICE EMPLOYEES PER 10,000 WORKERS
AND INCOME INEQUALITY, EARLY 2000S, U.S. VS. EUROPE
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CHAPTER 7: LABOR MARKETS | 231

It does seem thar a country with a high degree of inequality, which tends to
undermine social cohesion, is likely to use a lot more social control. If this is the real
causal relationship, then we can expect the percentage of the labor force engaged
in social control to continue to grow as inequality becomes greater. Thart's certainly
what happened in the United States between 1979 and 2000, as shown in Figure L.
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It does seem that a country with a high degree of inequality, which tends to
undermine social cohesion, is likely to use a lot more social control. If this is the real
causal relationship, then we can expect the percentage of the labor force engaged
in social control to continue to grow as inequality becomes greater. That's certainly
what happened in the United States between 1979 and 2000, as shown in Figure 1.
Sustainable? 1 doubt it. O

Sources: A. Jayadev and S. Bowles, “Guard Labor,” Journal of Development Economics, 2006:
Jayadev, “Estimating Guard Labor” (scholarworks.umb.edu); Jayadev and Bowles, “One
Nation Under Guard,” Opinionator Blog, New York Times, Feb. 15, 2015 (opinionator.blogs.
nytimes.com).
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