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G4 THE NEXT 100 YEARS

Pragmatism, computers, and Microsoft (or any other American corpora-
tion) are ruthlessly focused, utterly instrumental, and highly effective. The
fragmentation of American culeure is real, but it is slowly resolving itself
into the barbarism of the computer and the instrumenc thar ultimarely uses
and shapes the computer, the corporation. Corporations are an American
adapration of a European concept. In its American form it turns into a way
of life. Corporations are as fragmented as the rest of American culture. Bur
in their diversity, they express the same self-cerrainty as any American
ideology.

SUMMING UP

The United States is socially imitated and politically condemned. It sits on
the ideological fault line of the international system. As populations decline
due to shifts in reproductive patterns, the United States becomes the cencer
for radically redefined modes of social life, You cant have a modern econ-
omy without computers and corporations, and if you are going to program
computers, you need to know English, the language of compuring. On one
hand, those who want to resist this trend muse actively avoid the American
model of life and though. On che other hand, those who don't adopt Amer-
ica’s ways cant have a modern economy. This is whart gives America its
strength and continually frustrates its critics. Falling populations are re-
structuring che pattern of families and daily lives. Computers are trans-
forming, simplifying, and focusing the way people think. Corporations
are constantly reorganizing the way we work. Berween these three factors,
love, reason, and daily life are being transformed, and through that crans-
formation American power is growing.

Old institutions have shattered, but new ones have not yer emerged. The
twenty-first century will be a period in which a range of new institutions,
moral systems, and practices will begin their first tentative emergence. The
first half of the owenty-first century will be marked by intense social conflict
globally. All of this frames the internacional struggles of the rwenty-first cen-

tury.

CHAPTER 4

THE NEW FAULT LINES

here will the next earthquake strike and whate will it look like? To

answer that question we need to examine the geopolitical fault

lines of the twenty-first century. As with geology, there are many
such fault lines, Without pushing this analogy too far, we have o identify
the active fault lines in order to identify areas where friction might build up
into conflict. As the focus on the Islamic world subsides, what will be the
most unstable point in the world in the next era?

There are five areas of the world right now that are viable candidates.
First, there is the all-important Pacific Basin. The United States Navy dom-
inates the Pacific. The Asian rim of the Pacific consists entirely of trading
countries dependent on access to the high seas, which are therefore depend-
ent on the United States. Two of them—China and Japan-—are major pow-
ers that could potentially challenge U.S. hegemony. From 1941 to 1945 the
United States and Japan fought over the Pacific Basin, and control of it re-
mains a potential issue today.

Second, we musr consider the future of Eurasia after the fall of the Sovier
Union. Since 1991, the region has fragmented and decayed. The successor
state to the Soviet Union, Russia, is emerging from this period with renewed




