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It should be explained, before discussing the results of these _un," b
National Transportation Safety Board, that the Alyeska Pipelines Service
not a subsidiary of the Exxon Corporation. It is a consortium owned 5 the s
companies who have drilling rights on the North Slope of E.mmwm._ and th
crude oil from the North Slope to Valdez Bay by a massive pipeline. Rep
of all seven companies serve on the board of directors of Alyeska. Exxon is th
largest owner, and is said to participate actively in the management of the

The first reason given for the slowness of response was a shortage of
The oil spill contingency plan required Alyeska to maintain two barges,
containment booms, and ready for use. At the time of the spill, only o
available. The other had been scrapped as old and obsolete, but its replacem
in Seattle. There was a requirement in the contingency plan that Alyeska no
Department of Environmental Conservation if any equipment was out of se
period of time. Alyeska now concedes that it failed to provide this notificati

The barge that was available had been damaged by a storm in January.
considered to be seaworthy, but the containment booms had been unloaded
repair. Repairs had been delayed, according to testimony by Alyeska offic
the company had been unable to locate a licensed marine welder. Envirog
the hearing displayed the Valdez telephone book that listed four compani
to provide licensed marine welding services. ¥

Seven thousand one hundred feet of containment booms were stored at the g

nal. The contingency plan did not specify an exact lineal footage that was
stock, but it can be understood that 7,100 feet would be enough to contain

a 1,000-foot tanker only if the booms could be placed quickly, before the oi
upon the surface of the water. Three thousand feet would be required just
the hull.

Ten skimmers, which are large suction units that can be mounted on barges :

o

emulsified mixture of oil and water that was formed rapidly through wave
¢ non-contained spill. i
Other equipment that was needed either was missing or could not be 0
Heavy ship fenders, essential for the second tanker to come alongside the E
Imp out its remaining oil, couldn’t be located for hours because they
er 14 feet of snow. Half of the required 6-inch hose, needed for the
und and replacements had to be flown in from Seattle. The emerg
to illuminate the boom-laying and oil pumping work at night, w
off base, being readied for use in the Valdey winter carnival,
example of the shortage of equipment, it was determined afi
had been enough chemical dispersant stored in Valdez
here been no disagreement or misunderstanding about pe
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oil leaks on land, or.




