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generations before, you'd be lucky if three out of ten children survived, Now
they were almost all surviving. However, in the economy of 1900, they
could all head out and find work by the time they reached puberty. And
that's what most of them did.

Ten children in cighteenth-century France might have been a godsend.
Ten children in _mﬁ-smmmﬁmn:%-nm:n:nw France might have been a burden, Ten
children in Hmnn-ﬂedz&mﬂrlnm:nc_% France would be a catastrophe. It took a
while for reality to sink in, buc eventually it became clear that mose children
wouldn't die and that children were extremely expensive 1o raise. Therefore,
people stareed rmaam a lot fewer children, and had those children more for
the pleasure of having them than for economic benefits. Medical advances
such as birth contrel helped achieve this, bur the sheer cost of having and
raising children drove the decline in birthrates. Children went from being
producers of wealth to the most conspicuous form of consumption. Parents
began satisfying their need for nurturing with one child, rather than ren,

Now let’s consider life expectancy. After all, the longer people live, the
more people there will be at any given time. Life expectancy surged at the
same time thar jnfane mortality declined. In 1800, estitnared life expectancy
in Europe and the United States was about forty years. In 2000 i was close
to eighty years. Life expectancy has, in effect, doubled over the last two hun-
dred years.

Continued growth in life expectancy is probable, bur very few people
anticipate another doubling. In the advanced industrial world, the UN
projects a growth from Seventy-six years in 2000 o cighty-two years in
2050. In the poorest countries i will increase from fifty-one to sixey-six.
While this is growh, it is not geometric growth and it, too, is tapering off.
This will also help redyce population growth,

The reduction process thar took place decades ago in the advanced in-
dustrial world is now under way in the least developed countries, Having
ten children in Sdo Paclo is the surest path 1o economic suicide, It may take
several generacions to break the habit, but it will be broken. And ir won' re-
turn while the process of educating a child for the modern workforce con-
tinues to become longer and costlier. Berween declining birthrates and
slowing increases in life expectancy, population growth has ro end,
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THE POPULATION BUST AND THE WAY WE LIVE

What does all this have to do with international power in ﬂ_.z.m twenty-first
century? The population bust affects all nations, as we will see in later chap-
ters. Bur it also affects the life cycles of people within these nations. hoé.m_.
populations affect everything from the number of Loops .%mn can mmﬁﬁ. in
a war to how many people there are in the workforce to internal mor:nm_
conflicts. The process we are ralking about will affect more than Just the
number of people in a country. It will change how those people live, and
therefore how those countries behave. .

Let’s starc with three core facts. Life expectancy is moving toward a high
of eighty years in the advanced industrial world; the number of children
women have is declining; and it cakes longer and fonger o _uwno:._.m edu-
cated. A college education is now considered the minimum for social and
economic success in advanced countries. Most people graduate from nozwu.mm
at owenty-ewo. Add in law or graduate school, and people are mo.ﬁ enrering
the workforce until their mid-twenties. Not everyone follows this m..mﬂn.nz.
of course, bur a sizable portion of the population does and that portion in-
cludes most of those who will be part of the political and economic leader-
ship of these councries. .

As a result, marriage patterns have shifted dramatically. vmov,mn are put-
ting off marriage longer and are having children even later. Ler’s .ncnm_n_.ﬂ
the effect on women. Two hundred years ago, women started having chil-
dren in their carly teens. Women continued having children, H.E:_.i:m them,
and frequently burying them until they themselves m:na. This was necessary
for the family’s well-being and thar of sociery. Having and raising children
was what women did for most of their lives.

In the twenty-first century this whole patcern changes. Assuming that a
woman reaches puberty at age thirceen and enters menopause at age m@m
she will live twice as long as her ancestors and will for over Tm._m her life be :M
capable of reproduction. Let’s assume a éo:,_ms.w.& two children. mrnmﬂ_
spend eighteen months being pregnant, which is roughly 2 percent o er
life. Now assume a fairly common pattern, which is chat the woman will
have these two children cthree years apart, thar each child enters school at the




