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fy\ The book Kille;;f the Flower Moon written by investigative journalist David Grann
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About Killers of the Flower Moon

‘gv investigates a series of murders of wealthy Osage Nation people in the 1920s Oklahoma.
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The book presents the evidence and tactics that a nascent FBI gathered to find the killers

and bring them to book. It starts with a narrative of the story of the Osage Indian Mollie Y;;f o DAL
Burkhart and the mysterious deaths of their family. After a week, her body was discovered | ’L*JD\)LM ')

Tust e page # ! ..‘ 42 S
with a bullet wound at the back of her head (6ranm2017). This was shortly followed by the l&/u ‘ .,
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murder of Mollie’s mother who became ill from a mysterious condition, withering to her

death. Then, in the middle of the night, Mollie was woken up with a loud explosion from her

gh the window, saw a massive fireball rising from her sister's
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house and upon looking throu

house killing the sister, her husband, and a live-in servant.

The book traces Mollie's search for justice for her family among other victims of the

Osage during that time and place. There were at least 20 other individuals that died,

according to the official count. This formed part of the long and multi-generational

series faced by the Osage people. During the past years and decades,
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e of land with their provisions, only to

oil set the Osage people for
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the profit underlying beneath as they leased the land to oil-hunting prospectors. The Osage

people were the wealthiest per capita population at the time in the world. The made over
$30 million of their land, which translates to over $400 million in modern dollars out of their

land, a fact that drew a large amount of envy from those around them.

Matters got even worse for the Osage as the federal government deemed them
incompetent to oversee their accounts and would need a guardian to do this. The term

incompetent became a description of the Indian people at the time and was in for trouble as

easy targets for cons, grafts and business-like marriage proposals from suitably white brides

and grooms. This marked the start of the death of the Osage en masse. They died in = M o
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suspicious ways, including poisonings, disappearances and nitroglycerin bombing (Sachs
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2018). These events came to be known as the Osage Reign of Terror. The survivors of the O \
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Osage people, including Mollie, were terrified but continued to seek answers and justice for

their fallen kin.

During these times, the law enforcement was not well organized as it was made of a

piecemeal network of sheriffs, lone detectives and, in the West, vigilantes that sought their

own brand of justice as the local law enforcement did the least to solve the case. The Osage

people resolved on taking the search for answers and justice further when they asked a
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Before and during the reign of terror, the subsurface minerals within the Osage
Nation Reservation were held by the government of the United States in trust but were
owned tribally. The royalties from the minerals were paid to the tribe who distributed it

equally to each allottee in shares named head rights that were passed down to heirs of the

deceased. The fact that these head rights were inheritable led to the motive of the Reign of
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- Terror that claimed over 60 Osage Indian lives. Many head rights had been lost to the white
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settlers whose values have been accruing for about 100 years. The $380 million settlement :

was an underestimation for these value accruals and therefore the settlement was
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insufficient coupled with the unresolved murders and mysterious deaths (Sachs 2018). All
N

these can be blamed on the government of the United States as it failed to protect the

wealth of the Indians.

In the wake of oil discovery in the Osage Indian lands on Oklahoma, the government

of the United States appointed white Guardians to help the then wealthy Indian nation to

the native Americans as naive and incompetent. This opened a window for the swindling of

the Indian money and murder of the natives so that white conspirators would inherit their (

lands and wealth. The government of the United States failed in its mandate to protect the
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complicit” (154). The theft of the Osage appear
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z mment allowed utter contravention of the law by the white community with lawyers,
ors and even morticians involved in the plot. Doctors were involved in administering

nd distributing poison to the hired killers and covering up causes of death, morticians were
involved in covering up murders and burying bodies as lawyers, prosecutors, and reporters
who cover the ongoing and oilmen who wouldn't speak out (Sachs 2018). Institutional

racism paved way for stealing the oil wealth of the Osage Indians.




