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Third Parties in Canada: Variety
and Success

ERIC BELANGER

If someone were to give the proverbial political sociologist from Mars
a list of Canadian election results, province by province, provincial
as well as federal, from 1921 to the present, and ask him with that

parties in the same period of time,
~—Seymour Martin Lipset (1990, 201 )

HE VARIABILITY AND DURABILITY o THIRD parties have become tra-
Tditional characteristics of Canadian party politics.! This is especially
intriguing given the fact that Canada offers an institutional environment that
is usually hostile to the emergence of third parties because of the first-past-
the-post electoral system, which introduces important distortions between

and the Republicans. This also explains why these parties are often referred
to as “minor parties” a5 well. Maurice Pinard (1973, 455) proposes that
a third party “should be defined as any non-traditional party which has
ot yet been in power. It thus remains in the eyes of the voters as an
untried alternative.” This js the definition we adopt in this chapter. What
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