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Its tempting to think that style is a new invention, open o us

only now because we particularly value self-expression and because
n extraordinary range of possibilities for doing so is available to us.
But Joan DeJean, a professor of French language and culture at the
University of Pennsylvania, contends that style has its well-shod feet
ﬁfﬂﬂy planted in the seventeenth century; it was the deliberate crea-
tion of Louis XIV of France, the Sun King. He was, she says in The
Ewence of Style (2005), history’s greatest exemplar of it DeJean sums Up
the style that Louis created in 2 word—sparkle (174)- Lous b?‘?“ked
himself in diamonds for their sheer dazzling impact, his vision ©
IEOWer and prosperity reflecting on the state itself. He greeted v(lism;ing
V?rYalty and other heads of state in a black velvet suit en‘ir“St.: didn’t
iu Wally every diamond in the possession BETRECION 2 Omurt He
* iMpose i grand sense of self on his clothes and his coutt:
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