ached the power Structype

women bre : .
During the paztisorders rose ?xponent'lallly, algfricr?smﬁuc surge
eanwhile, €2° & " rowin medical spec1aity: o g the past fiye
e e fastest=5 ding d oubled; pornograpity ecame .the maip
bec speg ¢ legitimate films and records combined, ahd
nedia categor # ?omen rold researchers that thle};vvlvould rather loge
33,000 America? “d than achieve any other goal. VIOrEWaIEE
e to fifteen pouncs * % d scope and legal recognition than we haye
; s of how we feel about ourselves physi-

off than our unliberated grandmoth-
cally, we ™3y sistently shows that inside the majority of
ers. Recent research consi>t ful working women, there ;
West’ [led, attractives Success . g women, there is
the Wests cOnto = freedom; infused with notions of

£ poisoning our
¢ “underlife” pOIS ; :
; sectr; 55 a dark vein of self-hatred, physical obsessions, terror of
eauty,

i d dread of lost control. ‘
aginf’;’ ;nno I:;lccident that so many potentlally powerful women feel

this way. We are in the midst of 2 violent backlash against femi-
nism that uses 1Mages of female beauty as a political weapon against

women’s advancement: the beauty myth. It is the modern version of a
social reflex that has been in force since the Industrial Revolution. As

women released themselves from the feminine mystique of domestic-
ity, the beauty myth took over its lost ground, expanding as it waned

to carry on its work of social control.
The contemporary backlash is so violent because the ideology of
beauty is the last one remaining of the old feminine ideologies that still
has the power to cqntrol those women whom second-wave feminism
would have otherwise made relatively uncontrollable: It has grown
:;r;)éllg:}rl ot(())dtailge over the work of social coercion that myths about
age. It is see];inon}esuaty, chastity, and passivity no longer can man-
. g right now to undo psychological
Sl o psychologically and covertly all the
gs that feminism did f, :
S or women materially and overtly.
feminism on every level irF iflaul?g to checkmato,the inherEtE
: envgs of Western women. Feminism
ation based on gender; immediately,

ized job diserim: i |
d job dlsq:lmmati()n st othe United States that institutional-

de,

: lque f
Weight to fyper o Older cults
tiona] and s
Y Betty Friedap abll?;supplant tradluonaelcﬁmarose around age an



