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ofter a long §ilence, women took to the str
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The affluent, educated, liberated women of the First World, who
«n enjoy freedoms unavailable to any women ever before, do not feel
s free as they want to. And they can no longer restrict to the subcon-
ious their sense that this lack of freedom has something to do with
apparently frivolous issues, things that really should not matter. Many
are ashamed to admit that such trivial concerns—to do with physical
ppearance, bodies, faces, hair, clothes—matter so much. But in spite
of shame, guilt, and denial, more and more women are wondering if
itisn't that they are entirely neurotic and alone but rather that some-
thing important is indeed at stake that has to do with the relationship
between female liberation and female beauty.

The more legal and material hindrances women have broken
through, the more strictly and heavily and cruelly images of female
beauty have come to weigh upon us. Many women sense that worr;:
0’ collective progress has stalled; compared with the he?dy mf?:sf;fm
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Vision, cynicism, and above all, exhaustion. After years
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