Had the son in this particular case kept an ongoing
and open discussion with his father about any
changes he wanted to make to the DPAHC prior to
the emergent hospitalization, the son may (or may
not) have had more decision-making capacity.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t the case and thus there
was an unfortunate disconnect between the two key
parties involved in the DPAHC—the appointed
decision maker and the patient. This is not an
unusual occurrence.




